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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
undlr the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 10th March, 1941, at 4-4o p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon’ble Sir Mfh\mm.\i> Azizttl H-vquk, c.i.k., # 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair. 9 Hon’hle Ministers and 190 rtiembers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers w ere given) 

Prisoner Tarapada Gupta of Berhampore. 

*131. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: in) Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether Sri jut larapada Dupta, a municipal commissioner of 
Berhampore, iB *at present a prisoner at Hum Hum Jail? 

()>) Yf so. will the IJon'ble Minister be pleased to state the nature 
of his conviction and sentence? 

(c) Is it a fact that he has been suffering from physical ailments? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the nature of those ailments; 

(n) the present condition of his health; and 
9 Du) the steps taken for his medical treatment? 

Tlio HonTfle 3rr BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon*ble Khwaja h;j Naziiri^ddin, Minister in charge of the Home 
Department): (a) Yea, 
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(b) He ha& been convicted under rule 39 of the Defence of India 
Rules and sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for 4 months and to a 
fine of Ra.50, in default rigorous imprisonment for one month more. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) (i) Inflammation of the right buttock and thigh. 

(ii) His temperature has subsided and the condition of the swelling 
is better. 

(in) He has been admitted into hospital on the 17th January, 1941, 
and is receiving the appropriate medical treatment. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With reference to answer 
(d) (//). will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
subsidence of the temperature, as referred to there, is below the fever 
level or above the fever level? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state into which hospital he lias been admitted? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Into the 
Herhammir Hospital. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: He whs in tile l)uni-l)um 
Jail? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Just a minute, 
Sir. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In vie* of that answer, 
may 1 suggest that the question be held over till to-morrow so that 
the Ilon’ble Minister may come prepared with the full faets — * — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let us see it he can find the answer now. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINCH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: With reference to answer 
(d) (H, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what has been 
the diagnosis of the medical experts? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 81 N JH ROY: I ask for notice. 
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Text-books for primary schools, 

**32. Maulvi ABDUL WAHED. (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware that some District School 
Boards have prescribed text-books selected from the list approved by 
the Text-Book Committee for the use of primary schools in their respec- 
tive areas? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether there is any bar to selection of 
text-books by District Teachers’ Associations for their aided and un- 
aided schools? 


MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble A. K. Pazlul Huq): (a) Yes. 

{b) District Boards and District School Boards have been allowed 
to choose books from tin* Diicctor of Public Instruction’s list of text- 
books for use in primary schools and maktabs under their control. # 
Teachers of these .schools are not allowed to follow any lists other than 
those issued by these Boards. * 


Realisation of primary Anal examination fees. 

•133. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of tin* Education Department be pleased 
to state whether primary final examination fees were realised from 
the candidates appearing in districts where free primary education 
has been introduced? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of total 
abolition (if the .system of realisation of final examination fees for an 
education that is imparted free and for which education cess has been 
imposed ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of vesting 
the control of the primary final examination in a Divisional Committee 
composed of the representatives of the respective District School 
Boards where such Boards have been established and of the District 
Boards where School Boards do not exist? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes 

(b) and (c) I will have the matter examined. 
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Long staple ootton and demonstration farms at Tippera. 

* M34. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware 
that the growth of long staple cotton is a crying necessity for the 
Province of Bengal? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(7) hew many demonstration farms for experiment as to the growth 
of such cotton have been opened and exist at present; 

(i7) where are they located; 

(in) what is the acreage in each such farm ; 

( iv ) what is the result derived from such farm ; and 

(v) what is the expenditure incurred for such farms? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that short staple cotton grows 
in the Tripura State P 

(</) If so, is the Hon’ble Ministei considering the desirability of 
ascertaining through experts whether there is a possibility of growing 
long staple cotton in areas in the British Tippera close to the said 
Tripura State? 

(e) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
starting demonstration farms in such areas in the district of Tippera? 

(/) Is it in the contemplation of Government to open such experi- 
mental farms in the gardens of the jails in the Province of Bengal? 

MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): ( a > and ( e ) 

Yes. 

(/>) (i) Six in six districts. 

.(n) Bankura, Midnapore, Nadia, Murshidabad, Rangpur and 
Mymensingh. 

(in) About 50 bighas in each centre. 

(iv) It has been found as a result of the experiments carried on, in 
the farms, that centres in Western Bengal are more suitable for grow- 
ing of long staple cotton than centres in other parts of the Piovince. 

(v) Approximately Rs.10 per bigha per season. 

(d) and (e) One long i tuple cotton centre was tried at Mainamati 
in Tripura State in 1938-39 but the experiments carried />n there, were 
not very successful owing to wilt disease. ' Attempt will be made again 
i/i the Tippera district. 
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(f) A it as I know, the jnil gardens ure not meant for experiment. 


Mr. SHAHEDALI ! Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether any experiment will he made in the district of Tippera during 
the year 1941-42? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I think it will be 
possible to do so. 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: With inference to 
answer (b) (tr), will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether 
any experiment has been carried out in the district of Jalpuiguri? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have already ^iven 
the names of districts, and Jalpaiguri is not in that list. 

Feni Central Bank in Noakhali district. 

•135. Mairlvi ABDUR RAZZAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-oj>erative Credit ami Rural Indebtedness Depart* 
ment be pleased to la\ on the table a statement showing fyr the last 
four years — 

(?) the income on cash basis; and 

(ti) the expenditure of the Feni Central Bank in Noakhali district? 

(b) Is it a fact that Us. *11, 000 have been sj>ent from the principal 
amounts ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick): (a) As it refers to the internal uffairs of the bunk, 
over which Government have hardly any control, I regret the 
information ask’d for is not available. 

($)*Does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Are we to understand 
that Government have no control over the internal affairs of any 
Central Co-operative Bank? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 would 
refer the honourable member to answer fa). 

• Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I have Ven the answer 
fa). I want^i specific answer from the Hon’ble Minister as to whether 
Government have any coiftrol whatsoever over the activities of 
Central Co-operative Banks or not? , 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I will refer 

the honourable member to the provisions of section 17 of the Co- 
operative Societies Act under which we are responsible for audit. 


Measures to prevent alienation of lands from the hands of the 
agriculturists. 

•136. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZS (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that on account of passing 
of a considerable part of the cultivable lands from the hands of the 
agriculturists to those of the non-agriculturists in the Province — 

( i ) some millions of people have turned into landless day labourers; 

and 

( ii ) some of them have migrated to different places as also in Assam? 

(ft) H so, do the Government contemplate to safeguard the interests 
of the agriculturists by legislation ? 

' MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sjr Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) u) No up-to-date statistics 
of landless labourers are available. Speaking generally any consider- 
able increase in landless labourers must perhaps largely be ascribed to 
the increasing pressure oi population on the land and the consequent 
increase of uneconomic holdings. 

(tO Government have no information. 

(b) No such legislative measure is in contemplation of Government 
at present. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: With reference to answer ( b ), will 
the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state whether it is not a fact that 
during the budget discussion of Iff- iff, he assured me on the floor of 
this House that a Land Alienation Hill was under the contemplation 
of the Government and that it would be introduced as early as 
possible? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The matter was 
thoroughly examined since then and Government are thoroughly 
convinced that there is no ease for legislation. In fact, the transfer 
of lands from the hands of agriculturists to non-agriculturists is 
almost negligible. 

a a 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister agree with me if I say that on account of the passing of the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act and the Money-lenders Act, the 
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money market has become shy and cultivators are not getting any 
loans and for that reason they are selling their holdings and lands to 
non-agriculturists only for their maintenance? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Not necessarily 
to non-agriculturists. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the percentage of land which has passed from 
agriculturists to non-agriculturists? • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Speaking 

from memory. I may say that we enquired in about one lakh of acres 
and it was found to be only per cent. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble 
Ministei be pleased to state if Government keep any account of 
registration of documents showing the tiansfcj of lands from agricul- 
turists to agriculturists, non-agriculturists and others? 

* 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We do* not keep 
any account, but as I just mentioned, we made a special enquiry in 
several districts and from that we drew certain inference. We covered 
quite a huge area, and we found that onh •'! per cent, of tin* transfers 
was made to non-agriculturists. 

Mental Hospital at Ranchi. 

•137. Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Ministei in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Go\ornment 
Department tie pleased to state- - 

jO.the amount of money this Government grants even year to the 
Mental Hospital at Ranchi; and 

in) the uumber of jmtients at present residing thcie from Bengal? 

(6) Are the Government aware of a widespread demand for a mental 
hospital exclusively for this Province? 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT » (the Hon’ble Nawab 
Khwaja Ha^ibullah Bahadur of Dacca): (a) (n the amount 
of contribution paid anaually to the two mental hospitals 
at Ranchi, viz., the F'uropean Mental Hospital and the Indian 
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Mental Hospital is not a fixed sum. In the case of the European 
Hospital it is calculated on the number of patients from Bengal and 
the number of days spent by them in the hospital. In the case of the 
Indian Hospital the contribution represents three-fourths of the net 
expenditure of the hospital, three-fourths of the total accommodation 
for patients in the institution being reserved for patients from Bengal. 
The amounts actually paid to these two institutions for the last 3 years 
are shown below: — • 



European. 

Indian. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

1939-40 

2,17,394 

3,39,650 

1938-39 

1,91,871 

3,28,097 

1937-38 

1,85,511 

3,43,684 

(it) European Mental Hospital 

.. 171 



Indian Mental Hospital .. ..1,021 


(b) 1 am aware that the accommodation tor institutional treatment 
•of mental patients in Bengal is not adequate. 

r 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government have any control over the 
management of the Mental Hospitals in Ranchi? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

There is a managing committee on which there are representatives 
from Bengal. 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer (b) whether there is u Mental 
Hospital at -14, Murari Pukur Road which has applied to Government 
for a licence with a view to equipping that hospital fully? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: For that you will have to table a separate 
question. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state what is the distinction between a Kuropean 
Mental Hospital and an Indian Mental Hospital? Will the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly tell us what is meant by a Kuropean hospital — 
whether the word “European” includes Anglo-Indian, Goanese, 

Chinese, Japanese and others? 

* » 

THb Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As far as I am aware, the European section of the hospital is clearly 
meant for the Europeans only. 
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Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer (6), 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government is 
contemplating for the development of one of the existing mental 
hospitals by giving it a licence? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

At the present time, on account of economic depression. Government 
feels that this is the best possible arrangement. But as soon us the 
depression is over. Government will consider the question afresh. 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Rou ble 

Minister be pleased to explain the reason for the huge expenditure 
for the European Hospital when the number of European patients 
compared to Indian patients is so small? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Workers in electrical workshops of Public Works Department. 

» 

*138. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: wri Is the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware that 
the worker, s and mistries in the Electrical Workshop and in Electrical 
Circle of Public Works Department are not satisfied with their condi- 
tions of service? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Ministei 1 h* pleased to state whethei their 
service conditions have l>een enquired into? 

u‘) It the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter Ik* pleased to state what improvements have been made in their 
conditions? 

{<!) Will the, Ilon’ble Ministei he pleased to state the mini 1 mm of 
workers that are still temporary aftei 10-lf> years of service? 

{e) Is it a fact that some of the workers have recently been asked 
to accept reduced wages on threat of discharge? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srlschandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar): (a) Yes. 

( b ) and ( c ) Yes, a departmental enquiry was made about the service 
cdhditions of the electrical workers and f/overnment are considering 
the question \>f granting the benefit of Contributory Provident Fund 
to the tempeyary work charged employees who have been in continuous 
service over a certain period. The honourable member will appreciate 
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that this enquiry will necessarily take time, as this enquiry is being 
made in respect of temporary work charged employees in all the 
different establishments under this department. 

(d) The work charged establishment is always temporary. In the 
Electrical Circle there are about 103 men of 10-15 years’ employment. 

(e) No. 

Mr. AJUL KRI8HNA CH08E: With reference to reply ( d ), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason of not making 
these employees permanent even though they have rendered 10 to 15 
years of service? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

The reason is that they belong to a charged establishment, t.c., their 
pay is included in the total estimate of the work which is undertaken. 
If there is no work, they do not get any pay. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Are we to understand that in 
the course of one month these employees are employed for a tow days 
only and for the rest of the days in the month tliey sit idle? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

That is unfortunately the position, but generally they get some work 
as soon as they finish one. As 1 have said, we are enquiring into the 
matter to give them the benefit of contributory provident fund. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether there has been any reduction in 
the wages of these employees? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I usk for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (e), is it a fact that some of the workers have recently been 
asked to accept reduced wages on threat of discharge? 

M{. SPEAKER: Thu? is not a new question. 

* 

. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Has thilre been any 
reduction of wages in any section P 
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The Hon ’foie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazari; 

I have already said, No. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The answer “No” 
relates to forced acceptance of reduced wages. But my question is — 
Has there been any reduction of wages? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazart 

I ask for notice. 

Holding of meetings in Faridpur district. 

*139. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home l)ej»artment l>o pleased to state whether 
under section 50 of the Defence of India Rules the Provincial (Govern- 
ment have by an order prohibited the holding of or taking put in 
meetings or assemblies in the district of Faridpur without the jiennission 
of the District Magistrate ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the uftiimutive, will the Hon’ftle Minis- 
ter l»e pleased to state whether all meetings or assemblies, emergent 
01 otherwise, of all religious, social, educational and lawful political 
associations in the district have been so prohibited ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Mmistei l>e pleased to state whether the 
Government have consideied the desirability of excluding from the 
operation of such order the meetings or assemblies held 01 gathered for 
the purpose of conducting normal business or t unction of a leligious, 
social, educational and lawful pditical association ? 

{(I) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the llon'hlc Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desir- 
ability of modifying that order by making the holding of or taking part 
in meetings or assemblies subject to previous intimation to the District 
Magistrate or the local Subdivisional or thana officer and not subject to 
the previous permission of the District Magistrate? 

The Hon’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Government have issued 
no such special order relating to the district of Faridpur to which 
however the general orders applicable throughout the Province apply. 
These are notifications Nos. 912P.D., dated the 19th October, 1940, and 
1384P., dated the 4th March, 1941, of whic^i copies are placed ^n the 
’Library table.* 

(b) to (dy The honourable member is referred ta the terms of the- 
orders themselves. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state whether it is a fact that it is the desire of Govern- 
ment that a District Magistrate or Subdivisional Officer should prohi- 
bit meetings to be held for the purpose of conducting normal business 
or religious or social or educational activities? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not the desire of 
Government to restrict public life in any way, but in these matters 
a good deal has got to be left to the individual discretion of the 
officers on the spot to decide. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that in the district of Faridpur 
no exemption has been made with regard to any kind of meeting as 
indicated in that order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Under paragraph 2 of 
circular No. 912 P. D., dated the 19th of October, 1940, the local 
officers have got certain discretion. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government have considered the desirabi- 
lity of issuing instructions to the District Magistrate or Subdivisional 
Officer to exempt from the operation of this notification such innocent 
meetings ns have been referred to in question (c)? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, we have every reason 
to believe that the District Magistrate would not- unnecessarily interfere 
with innocent public meetings. It is only when such a meeting may 
lead to discussiou of subjects which may ultimately rouse consequences 
which may be objectionable that he will intervene. One ought to' have 
th is confidence in the District Magistrates. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: The next question. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, in view of the importance 
of this question, may I have your permission to put another 
supplementary question? 

. Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question? 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: My question is whether the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister has been drawn to my question (rf) 
and whether Government consider that the mere serving of the notice 
of the intention to hold a meeting to the District Magistrate will 
satisfy the intention of Government. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That has been answered. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: The Hon’ble Monster has 
referred only to the order. We have already heard the liou’ble 
Minister to say that lie is aware that the District Magistrate has 
exempted meeting from the operations under clause 5 of the notifica- 
tion which the District Magistrate had the power to do. But 1 am 
aware, Sir, that every meeting is banned and that no meeting has been 
exempted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ques t ion does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Typists and copyists under the District Judges of the Province. 

51. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: On Will the Dou ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, district by district, — 

(/) the present number of — 

(1) * typists, and 

(2) copyists 

under the District Judges in Bengal; and 
(u) the number of them that are Muslims? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Bengal Service Recruit- 
ment (Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940, is not applicable to the copyists 

and typists remunerated by fees? 

• • . 

( c ) If so* is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
including the typists and copyists remunerated by fees, in the communal 
ratio rules? 
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MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab M us bar ruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) A statement 
laid on the table. 


(b) and (c) Yes. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question No. 51 , 
shomng the number of typists and copyists of each district for 1939-40. 


Districts. 

Typists. 

Copyists. 

Muslims. 

Non- 

Muslims. 

Total. 

Muslims. 

Non- 

Muslims. 

Total. 

Rangpur 

1 

8 

9 

1 

9 

10 

Chittagong 

2 

6 

8 

4 

12 

16 

•Mundudabad . . 

3 

7 

10 




Howrah 


7 

7 


7 

7 

•24-Parganas . . 

3 

19 

22 




Burdwan 


9 

9 

3 

7 

10 

Noakhali 

2 

7 

9 

6 

8 

14 

Dacca 

7 

13 

20 

4 

13 

17 

•Dmajpur , . 

2 

9 

11 




•Jalpaiguri 

i 

3 

4 




•Darjeeling 

•• 

6 

0 




Faridpur 

5 

5 

10 

6 

12 

18 

Hooghly 

1 

6 

7 

1 

9 

10 

Tippera 

o 

11 

13 

7 

13 

20 

•Mymensingh . . 

14 

29 

43 



.. 

Birbhum 

1 

4 

5 

4 

8 

.2 

Khulna 

1 

3 

4 

2 

, 9 

11 

Rajshalu-Malda 

6 


0 

4 

8 

12 

Midnnpore 

2 

10 

12 

3 

9 

12 

Nadia 

1 

6 

0 


5 

5 

Bakarganj 


9 

9 

7 

10 

17 

Pabna 

2 

3 

5 

3 

5 

8 

Bogra 

1 

1 

2 

5 

3 

8 

Bankura . . 


3 

3 

1 

9 

10 

Jessore 

•• 

8 

8 

2 

t 4 

6 


•Tito figures include both typists and copyists as separate figures in reject of 
whose districts are not available. 
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Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY. May I submit. Sir, that 
so far as my adjournment motion is concerned, if your order is sus- 
pended till to-morrow, I shall be able to give you more facts and you 
might reconsider your decision. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have already refused consent. If you can 
give more facts, I shall certainly consider. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : All right, Sir 
Message. 


The Secretary then read out the following message received from 
the Bengal Legislative Council : — 

“That the concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be 
asked to the Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1940, 
as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the* 
28th February, 1941.” 


Point of Privilege. 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: On a point of 
privilege, Sir. I gave notice of a cut motion under the head 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not a point of privilege 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, he is trying to make out 
his point of privilege — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Kundu, when I am on my legs, you cannot 
obstruct the proceedings of the House in this way. 

If it is a matter relating to a cut motion, it is not a question of 
privilege at all. It is a question of administration of the rules by 
the Speaker. If the Speaker fails to do so, then again a question of 
privilege does not come in, but it comes in through a no-confidence 
motion against the Speaker. If you have got anything to say, you can 
discuss it with me in my chamber or with my Secretary. If you find 
th^t relief is not forthcoming, then only th# question cV>es arise. 

• 

% 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Sir, I want to make 
my position clear 
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Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point of privilege? 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, my point ot 
privilege is this : as a member I am entitled to have my cut motion 
placed before the Legislature and have it discussed. The cut motion 
has been admitted by a circular, but in the final list I find that my 
name does not appear. It has been left out. I want to know what is 
the reason. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can write to the office about it. I cannot 
answer it here. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, in the final list 
it does not appear. I want to know 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I am not prepared to give any 
information on the floor of the House as to what has been done and - 
what has not been done in the office. If you have got anything to 
sav, you can see me in my chamber. 


Holiday on account of lunar eclipse. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, may we know what 
has been your final considered decision with regard to the desire of 
this section of the House that the 14th March should be observed as 
holiday on account of t he lunar eclipse? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have just communicated to tbe Government 
Whip and I will enquire. 


Supplementary Demand. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of II is K\eellenr\ the Go\ornor. I l og to present a demand of Re. 1 
for supplemental \ grant undei the head “.7? — Miscellaneous. ” 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

25— General Administration— General Administration. 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Ra. 1,27,00,000 be granted for expenditure under the head "25 — 
General Administration.’ 
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Mf* SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,27,00,000 for expenditure under the head “25— General 
Administration ” be reduced by Rs. 100. # 

Sir, through this humble motion of mine, I only seek to make a 
retrospect of the four years of Provincial Autonomy that have rolled 
over the head of the province, and I assure you, Sir, that it is not in a 
spirit of cavil and acrimony that I seek to approach the question. In 
the course of a few months from to-day the province will be entering 
into a new phase of autonomy and, Sir, it would be both useful and 
instructive to take stock of what legacy we are going to hand over to our 
successors. 

Sir, the measure of success that Government seeks to attain lies in 
its eagerness to enlarge and expand the span of freedom of its numerous 
subjects, in its willingness to ensure and enlarge peace and harmony 
amongst its various communities, in its capacity to raise the standard 
■of living of the teeming millions that it represents. And judged by 
anyone of these standards, Sir, T confess I have not been able to say 
that the records of the present Government have been either proud or 
encouraging. , 

Let me examine these aspects one by one. I come to thtf question 
of freedom first. Sir, when the present Ministry was formed, some 
fond hopes were raised in spite of the inclusion in the Cabinet of 
persons, some of whom have been well known for their reactionary die- 
hard credentials in the past and some of whom— without meaning any 
offence to them — are colourless persons incapable of popular sympathy. 
Hopes were raised, Sir, that the Government nourished by the support 
and patronage of people’s elected representatives would at least depart 
from the bureaucratic idealogy of gagging public opinion and suppress- 
ing popular demands. With this belief and very legitimate and 
reasonable belief, the political organisations in the province were 
encouraged into a quick overhauling, and in the hope that it may 
accommodate an 'increasing consciousness of the people at large. People 
began to formulate their needs and requirements, so that they might 
reflecf them on the structure of the Government, llut the response 
from the side of Government has been quite disheartening. The mailed 
fist of the bureaucracy that lay temporarily hidden beneath the velvety 
gloves came out in its nakedness and began to deal blow after blow upon 
the critics of the Ministry all the province over. The authorities every- 
where declared war against all movements that tried to grow on 
concrete demands and civil liberties began to be trampled in a measure 
that might even put the foreigners to shame. The Defence of India 
Aft and the Rules came as a handy weapon and in t£e name <jf war 
purposes all Jublic activities were sought to be liquidated in a ruthless 
manner. The peasants and *the labourers cannot meet to-day even t# 
discuss their domestic misery and the self-less patriots whose only fauft 
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lies in the fact that they tried to organise and mobilise public opinion 
and to guide popular demands have been either clapped in jails or have 
been otherwise so severely restricted as to turn out veritable helots. 
The press — the well-known oracle of public mind — has been maimed 
and muzzled and even, Sir, members of the Legislature cannot come in 
contact with those whom they represent, and it seems that the Govern- 
ment of the day is flourishing upon a sanction other than the will of 
the electors. 

Coming, Sir, to the question of peace, it takes one’s breath away to 
think of this vital proposition. An unprecedented toxin of communal- 
ism has put the entire province into a state of wild delirium and the 
passionate crusade of hatred against harmony has released disruptive 
forces which even the authors, however powerful they may be, cannot 
now control. Sir, in spite of admitted social and religious differences 
the great communities have lived together and participated in their 
* common joys and sorrows. It was expected that with the growth of 
civic and political consciousness the differences would be welded b\ the 
inevitable process of galvanization that political consciousness gives. 

( But that was not to be. New sectional conflicts have been invented 
where there was none and old and decaying ones like the music before 
the mosque huve been fanned into new dimensions and invidious sectional 
and communal discriminations seem to have !>een the key to the whole 
policy of the Government of Bengal ranging from the farthest village 
unions right up to the Dalhousie Square. Units are divided and consti- 
tuencies in local bodies — the elective bodies — are delimited in such a 
way as to convert natural majorities into artificial minorities in utter 
disregard of the normal and known principles of population and terri- 
torial contiguity and in matters of nomination, excursionist is preferred 
to an honest and useful man on the narrowest ground of conimunal- 
cum-ministerial exigency. In the services efficiency and integrity are 
fast giving place to dishonest and unscrupulous careerism. In educa- 
tion the hands of the clock are being definitely put back and the culture 
of Bengal — the proud culture of Hindus and Muslims alike — is being 
pushed back to walls of the middle ages. The normal religious rights 
which also incidentally involve fundamental civil rights of one com- 
munity are being sacrificed at the altar of petty communalism of 
another. In all spheres of public activity, refinement and sweet reason- 
ableness are being evicted by passion ami hatred and brothers in poverty 
are being engaged in constant fratricidal warfares which do them no 
good. As a dangerous consequence of this — and this is very important 
and 1 wish my friends of the Coalition Party to mark — as a dangerous 
consequence of, this, persons and people who have been nursed in the 
highest traditions of nationalism are being driven to communal ditetes 
for bare existence. The rank and file of each community who ought to 
have combined into a class unto themselves are being placed at the 
mercy of reactionary leadership of the richer section of that community. 
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That is to say, the vested interests which we are all out to destroy are 
tightening their grip over the rising mass forces, that is to say, th* 
wheel of advance which we thought had rolled has gone definitely out 
of gear. 

Then, Sir, coming to the question of prosperity, in the economic 
sphere our disillusionment has been all the greater. This Government 
started with the best financial assets and if only they had a little 
imagination and some planning, the vast surplus and the still vaster 
annual jute bounty from the Centre would have been capitalised and 
the province would have been put definitely on the track of some 
prosperity in the distant future at least, if not in the near future. 
Instead of capitalising these resources, the vast resources of the province 
are being constantly frittered away over increasingly top-heavy 
administration and to-day, Sir, the province has been landed on the 
verge of economic and financial breakdown. Agriculture is as unremu- 
.jieratjve to-day as it was before. Industry is receding to the cold 
shade of neglect. The dead and dying rivers are to-day no better than 
they were four years before and the irrigation problems have been 
disregarded, admittedly in the words of the Hon’ble Finance Minister, • 
to a scandal. No attempts have been made to increase the paving and 
buying capacity of the village people who still wallow' in destitution and 
misery. The career of flood and famine is still as unchecked and 
unbridled as before. Nation-building activities have become a mere 
by-word and to-day they are no more than mere political oaths to he 
sworn by. The golden fibre of jute has not been turned to any use and 
no crop has been converted into a money crop. The considered reports, 
the very valuable reports of the several ad hoc committees have not 
been put into operation. For example, the reports of the Jute Enquiry 
Committee, the Rice and Paddy Enquiry Committee, the Chaukidari 
Enquiry Committee, born of the accumulated wisdom of the different 
sections of the House, have been put into the archives and are not going 
to he put into operation. Even, Sir, the several legislative measures 
that have been achieved and adopted by this House are not without their 
dark shades. The Bengal Tenancy Act has certainly made some 
advance, 1 should even concede, a rapid advance, but then the moot 
question of the peasantry remains still unsettled. The question of the 
reduction of rent which was the most burning and vital question at the 
last election and by which of all persons the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
stood strongly, has been shelved in the archives of the Floud Commis- 
sion's report over which again we understand a Special Committee's 
report is pending. Sir, it is our considered opinion that the question 
of ihe reduction, of rent could have been and should hajre been settled 
.independently^ and irrespective of any other question, and it is thefmost 
ignominious failure of this Hguse that it has not been so done. Sir, the 
Money-lenders Act has certainly given some relief to the debtors, bujt 
the Government have not implemented this measure by the introduction 
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of facilities for cheap rural credit and, what is more, by discriminatory 
measures in favour of the scheduled banks, it has encouraged the flight 
of capital from the rural areas to Calcutta. That is to say, the masses 
of the Bengal villages are thrown in a veritable financial deadlock. The 
co-operative measures which have been passed by this House only 
recently have failed to inspire confidence in the money market, and I 
am sure neither has there been any sound deposit nor will there be any 
on account of the invidious principles which have been the guiding 
factor of these co-operative measures. These and many other things 
are the people’s lot. In short, the stamp of poverty which is the stamp 
of Hindus and Muslims alike, is as burning to-day as it was before, and 
the new taxation measures are coming as the last straw on the camel’s 
back. So, here we stand with four years of provincial autonomy to our 
credit, and I will not blame anybody. To-day I am not in a mood to 
raise any acrimonious debate, as I have said. I will even go further 
and say T will take my share in this colossal disaster and monumental 
failure of four years for if the Government have failed to introduce 
peace and prosperity, we have also failed to persuade the Government 
into a proper sense of realities. But here again there is yet time to 
retrace and rectify. Let us sit down even to-day in a spirit of comrade- 
ship and let us enlarge and restore the civil liberties that have been so 
ruthlessly curtailed. Let us send word to the farthest village that the 
welfare of one community must depend on the good-will and sympathy 
ot another for hatred cannot create. I would appeal to the Hon ’hie 
Mr. Fazlul Huq to try to remove that hatred which is in the minds of 
one community against another. Sir, let ns sit down and let us in a 
spirit of organisation mould the future of our province. Let mosques 
and temples stand out as interesting museums of ancient and mediaeval 
ages; let the Mauhmas and Mahantas give their passport for the next 
world, if there he any; but in the meantime, Sir. let us in a spirit of 
determination forget our past and try to ring out the old of bondage 
and fight for a newer emancipation for this land, you, Sir, said the 
other day in connection with the Convocation, '‘India before us” — I 
would rather say, “Bengal before us.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the members should have an idea at this 
stage of the debate on the demands for grants as to how we should 
proceed with the cut motions, and I think I should give an opportunity 
to each of the parties concerned to move their respective motions by 
rotation, i.e., before the second item of a particular party is taken up, 
other parties should have a chance to move their first cut motion. For 
example, the party on nqv left have given notice of the first two cut 
motions, and the party next to them have also given notice of the next 
two items. If I take them up as they appear on the agenda paper, it 
may happen that the other parties who have also given notice of cut 
tnolions may not have any chance of moving them and giving expression 
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to their party points of view. I would therefore propose that the first 
item of each party should be taken up one after another, and on the* 
basis of this arrangement cut motion No. 2 of Mr. Sasanka Sekhai* 
Sanyal comes up first, and the next item to be taken up will be cut 
motion No. 4 standing in the name of Mr. Jonah Ali Masumdar, to 
which, I find, there is an identical motion, namely, motion No. 11, in 
the name of Mr. Nausher Ali. Then there is cut motion No. Ill of 
Mr. Premhari Barma. The Independent Scheduled Caste Party’s first 
motion, however, is No. Id, hut as between No. Id and No. 19, No. IT 
deals purely witli a local matter, whereas No. If) raises a more general 

issue (Mr. S\svxk\ Sekiuk Sandal: No. Id may he merged in 

No. 19.) In any case, after finishing the first group of these three 
motions, I shall come back to item No. d or dA, but as to which of these 
two will be taken up, 1 shall leave it to the choice of the party concerned . 
After that, I shall take lip Mr. (iiasuddin Ahmad’s cut motion No. f>, 
but there again I would leave it to the choice of that party to decide 
jvhetJjer t hey would like to move motion No. '■) or No. 12. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: What about the selection of cut 
motions of our group. Sir P ' 


Mr. 8PEAKER : So far as \ our group is concerned, your cut 
motions cannot be taken up unless and until the previous ones are 
disposed of, hut those of \ou who have given notice of identical motions 
may have a chance to speak on them. 


Mr*. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR : ft: -fit* 

n\ cut motion Tjfft Tftc$ 

1 ?[ v R r-R <&• 

WHO* idea (fFYPtfal) CTOO 3^ 3n?T 

TOtfsRR fsftr tf?R ?i\ frro ^wt? 

■Ilfs *n T&n — CTOf? xC 4 “ttf% itOT 

*T?i 1 FT? ?^TOr? TOtt?t?T? fes? 4 $ frrtcz 

crrnrfe, ^tro 01 crof wfc fw^R — *r? ftr fan c**tu 5 vtv * r 

to* s? 4 ? tor stfr *n TOtt far in; tori m ^ cTOf TO9 

CTO? OT? CTOl fan fat ?R? ?mi, ?7??1 ?tfarj? fat?, CTOf? T 

S-ffe TOR, SRTOTO^f? fe$? -ttf? TOR, T51 itt) TOR ?ft I *tfPr? Ft? 

?TO?? TOrTTOrt? fas? fan r? # C?, TOtCTflr? C? 

t® TO?ft ?-£?r ^faTOrt? fan TOTOrot 

t® estate 1 gt? rtrs jmw ft 7 ; prot t R c? 

^ "ftft Rhrm fa, c? TO? ft 1 ; ypRt? 4TO5, TOffit? itfros to&i 
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vftv, jitwfhr Rtrfn m, froR cr tor «prtR ^fhr 
uwt <$RR ifin (7# tflfo s "ftfe Tsrcsf R*ftft <w R*nf%a *?t cs'lcvc^ i 
r i wc r & R«ttt ftrstt^ o?7( Rtroi a*ttf% 

Tt^RR RtTO CTOft^R ( 7 T &1 Ufa) CRR CTOfc TOR ft ? T&JT 

cvtm <TO *ftf% tor rri i #?n <r rto ftR rrrr c^wc^r cto RftrftR 

ftRtftR, ftdHW'Sf ftf 4R; Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
tsitfa, 4t TO3R felTT fTO (71 R*ttfer TS c^lc-sc.^, CRt$f% 

^tOT *rsim rri ri *fftrtR rri Sfifti ftr-R cTO gro Rsft TO*R 
$R 'dtv) <ii?t CR^ftt tri *?k^ r ?Ri ft 7 ^ rjrrtof tori ^ ct>lft 

c^*tftTOR-~- wtft ri $R tor feM ft to i ftft ft^; 4^ 

fare™ tot RtTOs rr i ftft (7i *rf%ft fro TO ctocsr 4«fR$ *m Rtc 1 ^ 
cnt *tftft rto ijOT tr c lt^Y rsr *tftft *Ri <TO lift ?t*TR TO 1 
ftft Rft ^fei ri rcrr ^jt’sniR ^r r*r c^Rf c^lc^ scr i ftft ^ 

RtTO^I CTOr ^tH RftTTR ft I ^3*fRQ RRR ^ICS? I Rf 9 ^iR vjjfts (RC*R 
TOf ^TT 4V S Ifft* TOT RtRlftR 5, ftjp) ftsf f Municipal Bill 4V S 
ftpRRR ftr ^rjorr ri R*c*fRR r*i i RtR cR"RtRt ^R 4 *lcs> ftft^rs 
St$T$ ftft CTOR TORRRrR ft W T CR RtTO ? House ilR WR 

CRRCRt VI* RI — Coalition c^SfROT WR CRRCRt VX* RI I RRl Rt*RR 

ft*j ymtm ftft ft wr crRo^r ^i?i ^$R 4 k*? rrri '®^rr$ 5 t^ i ft?*fa- 
oftcn 'itc^ (TTRrs ^ ftft a ci ^tftus c^k^c^*! cfe ^Mc*i 

■Ofe <5 tftc® ’sptOTf ^IPTU^T (7T&1 feft ^C 5 ! BtHTC^T I ,J T!fts ^twt^rfe^F 
( 7 R VM'm *ltC 5 ? ^S 1 3 C^R, ^WCTrt c*?^ (RR | 

^rfhn a tor cTOr c^tS ftnr ^3 tor — c 7 ^ Rift 

ft^l CRRTTJ R*k«}R Rft I ^ftwWtWT l vMtC^R ftftTO, ^ ftftPRR, 
ftftro ^Ri Rtar rto S^tft! i 4 * *r < 7 ffcR ^RrcftTf 1 

RR (TfR R^Rt^ (R? I 3R1 ft ^ 5 tm R^RR ft I RRSfl- 

TS* ’TWtm CSKR tsffl R’Rt^t C5T’r3 ’tkR I ftl <7T Rt^Rlft^TF 

popular Government Rftnn RR TO ^5tOT CUt’c^t ^5Rl R^Rtft TO 
(7R ? RRT ’RTS ^5tOT tfw* CTO *ftl CRRr^T R C^ v Rtft RTOR 

cRRft ^Ri or *fftft ftro^r (pit ^iftft tot, tot ct Ritf^i crorc^r 

<rrt R-ttfro «ni ctot lift r?r i #n $m cffiwt #?n a 
cro Rtc^r (tkr cvfcR fro yr«*ro* fro ^ cTO# TO^r 1 Rtft Rtli 
Rft ^oftvJCA ^5Rl .CTO Rtw c<H<Y R, ^lt RRR i 

Mp. MD. ABUL FAZL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to anp- 
port the cut motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal. During the last 
4 years of the administration of the province by the Ministry they 
Have shown an utter lack of plan and policy with regard to rural 
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welfare and rural reconstruction. One lakh and 18 thousand rupees 
has been provided for the reorganisation of the Rural Reconstruction. 
Department and the special provision for distribution through District 
Officers for rural welfare has been increased by 64 thousand. What- 
ever works of rural welfare have hitherto been attempted, they have 
not been done with reference to the local needs and requirements, but 
have almost always been utilized for political purposes. The result 
of the action of the Ministry in this sphere has been that their 
activities have gone against rural welfare itself. 1 hope the lion’ble 
Minister in charge will for once at least explain to this House in 
detail as to how he proposes to spend the money, and chalk out 
comprehensive schemes for rural reconstruction works for each district 
according to local needs. It is a common knowledge that the Ministry 
have up to now made considerable abuse of their privileged position in 
furthering party propaganda at public cost and utilizing the services 
of some officers of Government for electioneering and other party 
^mpaigns instead of trying to improve the tone of the district 
administration which remains a* bureaucratic and as anti-national as 
before. The truth is that the Ministry have during the Provincial 
Autonomy period undermined the authority of the officers and they 
have demoralised the heads of departments and their authority. 
Instead of taking prompt action for or against any proposal, the officers 
have to wait for the signal of the Ministers or they have to calculate 
and judge the pleasure of the Ministers on every item of work, and 
not even of the Ministers but of the party colleagues and friends. They 
have to wait for instructions. Thu* they have become subordinates 
not only to Ministers but to many more. The Ministry have never 
tried to bring them into close! touch with the people. The members 
of the steel frame are as high-browed and stand-offish in their deport- 
ment as before and they still live in a world of their own completely 
detached from the world to lealities. And the performances of the 
I.C.S. of our own country surpa*> those of the foreign ones. As the 
saying goes in our province, the heat of the sand is more unbearable 
than the rays of the sun. 

These satarap* should be made to realise their position under the 
Provincial Autonomy and they should be made to get down from their 
high pedestal and come in doner touch with the people. They should 
be made to set up councils of public-spirited non-officials in each 
district headquarter* and in important subdivisional head quarters and 
the Collectors should be compelled to consult the councils in all 
important matters. It is thus that the Ministry can hope to carry on 
thc^administration for the people. 

I must here say a few words about how far the Ministry have been 
able to bring peace in this province. Instead of trying to bring peace 
to this province, the eommuual situation has been brought to such dT 
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§tate of affairs that the Bengali community is now fairly on the incline 
which leads on to destruction. In the Punjab a provision of one lakh 
of rupees has been made in the budget for the promotion of communal 
harmony in that province. They have prepared a scheme in this 
connection, which envisages the collection of authentic historical 
incidents indicating tolerance and respect for the susceptibilities of 
the followers of other religions on the part of Hindu, Muslim and Sikh 
rulers, both past and present; organisation of lectures by eminent 
leaders on communal harmony and encouragement of papers and 
magazines of good standing which studiously refrain from indulging 
in communal politics and consistently advocate communal harmony. 
It has also been proposed to encourage activities initiated for common 
celebration of certain festivals and of the birthdays of the founders 
of all religions. An attempt is also being made to strike at the root 
of the evil by tackling the problem in schools and colleges where prizes 
will he awarded for essays by students on the subject of communal 
harmony. Early in February last Sir Sikander Hayat Khan made ai/** 
appeal to his countrymen, particularly the young generation, to rise 
above communal ism and work for unity. This appeal was made in a 
« students’ gathering in connection with the celebration of the “Basant” 
festival., Unity alone, ho said, could bring them freedom. 

But, alas, in Bengal we are daily finding charges and counter- 
charges in the press and platform by the two major communities, not 
only with regard to the census operations but of other things. When 
the wolves of Nazism and Communism are prowling in our very 
borders, we the people of Bengal are indulging in an orgy of class- 
hatred and caste-hatred creating an atmosphere of communal lawless- 
* ness which constitutes a grave menace to the peace and security of 
this province and people outside are crying “Whither Bengal”? 

The Bengal Ministry is responsible for all these. The Almighty 
alone knows where these will lead to. I must finish by praying as 
you did in your last Convocation Address in connection with the w^ar, 
“Let us hope that the Almighty Providence in his infinite mercy and 
grace will bring in amity, peace and concord in the affairs of this 
province.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble Chief Minister will now reply. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, will it not be 
convenient to follow* the previous practice of having debates first upon 
all the motions? Last year also on the General Administration, all 
the motions were put to vote on the second day. After all, the Minister 
in charge will have to reply to all the questions raised and if he does 
to every question it will mean repetition. Last year this had also 
•been the practice. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I will just see whether that was the practice 
followed last year. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May 1 suggest, Sir. that 
the motion of Mr. Sanyal is very vague ami elastic and there is nothing 
specific to reply. Had it been my motion about the travelling allow- 
ances of the Ministers, the Hon’ble Minister in charge might have 
been able to give a suitable reply. If he replies to every motion, then 
most of the time will be taken by Government. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I am just looking into the matter as to what was 
the procedure last year. In the meantime, Mr. Jonah Ali Majumdar’s 
motion will be taken up. This will not of course create any precedent. 

Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: 1 beg to move that the demand 
Its. 1,27,00,000 for expenditure under t lie head “25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by Ks. 100. Sir, the purpose of my 
motion is to raise a discussion about the necessity of freedom of hold- 
ing meetings to discuss parliamentary matters and to carry on election * 
party propaganda. *T51 41' tfft&tC'TS 

^ t C ' ^ f bd l 41' s ft*f tin ft* ft* Tt % 

SR7 *^Tol srat* ^TttSTtFTt* 4* out 

motion ^nrwi St Hr -I J ! 

<?rrtr *rt<rta«r s ft<rc*F* *f«<C3rc c far & 

cq<f t? ^tccftmi Sfts tot nsj 

3 *^51 ^T^t t i3 5 T* ftlR iif ^TSTj | ft 1 ®, of^TJ- 

ifof ft ft"t ’Tjft *Ttf OT 

C'tNTl 4 Hi ill C 3 ? ^ap^totfw ^7 5g <Fft>Jtt5H il^ Tt'Sjfa 

5 ot^T3 ^roTr’T fans ft^r ^tftdrt^ 

Tfall ^tftra^T TfTI -srft I 

i&ti zrft 7P5 1? 

'3 a f^s* err© *Eroi 

^iPic^c^ Sn ^trv $cv'f**w r$in Sfrfftra i 

ttrz *trr tfOTsfr *rti *t«T ,3 *5^13 tth' 

ftqt* w 3 t*N~ sv wro jpsWii ^jrf^nn ftPf$* 3 

ft%ten? ct 5 ft* *t*th ****** 5 t*i wi fa*ft** *wr*$t* 3 

*ft*i * *ftftrere* 5tsi or c*T* *rr¥ *rf5 

“^nte’J'hi 1 *fr* 5t *3 ?fi f*«t* *ft*i *ft Trot? sirs smc** ****#T 
wwiwswc* wt? 5ft* « imi *rf**t* 4*51 ro *r*^3 

1 
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[10th Maech, 
nt^n orct >88 *1*tl ftft* iltfitt# 

HOF I vrfz Wlf'H 7 TW^ 7 F51 ifftflffl mtfft ft# fate 3 ftf^ * 

4 m tfrsT^ f^rnr 3 ?tfr?r f^n smftc^fcr c^i^ot 5m *rei ’rfift ^ 

ft$* ^?#r$re i g i 7 m fmrsTfr? *fr* ^ifrr 

BRTfol 'SRT 5*typ mR f% CTCff 

^R3rf% *tt3fll 4T$t3CS> ^1, ^M!« cm cm C$U I 4m m ^ ^F^F 

It&M 7U (71 *ti«H Tf%C3 C*tF! 3 m Tol 7FM 

<tt7F ^1 I, 


mtTrtm "ltf% s -[mm =j!Fm *tt<* •srt 4 ^ tf^t *tar «S fo reffc 
’Toi *rfafe 3 ^5i fmfire 4^ wi cst? ftfro m~S3 mttm 
' p ttBv?r mwttm ( 7 Ft*r mtfi? *rfc i f^Rs m^iTc^c*! mi mi Smr 

57Pf7 4 5po 6 t"ro 6 T^ ftlfto I ^It^n 7fr*t C4 W5T *fcm tTSfa, 

3 mi *rfafe* mi mm itfir 3 >jv*n *fc r*m 5 mR (3 mV 

H«j*|aj5 ^rSt mt* m 1 ^ m i ^rft mfa m’4"^ yr^fa 

VfS\ VQ JJsfJI'sl *R mEf^tftF tJbtCiW *fal <71 cftTT m=Tl Wl? SUtTF 
f^Rt^ ^*#31 ^t?tC : 4 (7 1 TFT 7 ? ?F7§ ■ttf? o5F F$3T1 mm 

^ifiirftf^Ti fI? $$7$ ^itc-si i ftn, m*m ^rfft mi 4$ 7 pfct ^tt^j ?tf?rF 
4 > ^ 9 W^T TO 5 ? «RT ft ( 7 m *pFfa C 5 £l F^TSC^T ? ypffa offt 

fR 3 ft p yr5t 7 T51 *f3T T F51 ^Tprfi Tf%75C^ 3 ^5J41 f^C^C(? I 4? 

’PSl 5 T B( t7^ *fff% -tmmr 5 f i -T! ^14 i ^1 f^^tC*R ^t^jlT «T 3TTR 

cm^ ^«h Sfer 5 ^n ; ^; 4 ? nfaf ^n^TTF 

vfi^'ofw tppr 7T3^n rtrow 4^* S^’rtfr^ ^ri ^rsc^ Tftc^T 3 

mm ^n i fts vit ^3 wm frf% 4^ ftft 
fmn, , ®rt^r ’ToR #rt# m^tRi, ^vri Smrr* ^Ttl? 

ftwjtfrF 3 ^ W3 mTmrm mr tci mtrcm Mfmi 
^(it’TvsR sjftWl cm *t»t Tf%c=r^ 0 K 0 t*fi ftrtcm 

^ 1$ vt\ ttf% 3 f^n ^pm wto cmi m 4^^ 4? 

^ ^ , w5t® cf^fftfli ^nfft^Toi 3 litmm w^Ftft *ftm 
4 ^ jrr ^ ^Toi ftfm? rnrrn 3 
*& w 5 ? ^rtnrt^ ^finn 1 ^ts^m 3 "ftm ftottm m^l/t 

A mFm^F src^jfta *?tr ^rMlft mw ^ft5| 
tfnrtar^ ^rffta 3 vimt* crwmTR <a*fam 

^ ^75 5fmt^, v ^fe*R 3tT5 ^rnr 

wmhiticm 4^* \5t!rf7R tffijftftTf? mtaft# ^Fftrt? 4^&l 

ftrtfe 1 ’nFFlfl' 

jrfetfttrm ^ft st gw 5m rn^itmcm m?i 4 m mr ^1 itm 
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**S6lR*H 7 Tol ’Tftfs pF tf^FBf CTR^ttTfa- 

Tgft ^Pfefl sd>l5 H RfC'if^ I Pf^5 

cwspttHTf v$tf%c*f f3ppfa fan j nffec|rN' f*wf ; ?f?refa ^pprf^istfiTiv 
fcfS f%fan%tt i i 

Dear Sir, I beg to say that as the general election of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly and that of the Tippera District Board are 
approaching, I intend to hold several meetings throughout the whole 
district of Tippera to discuss the parliamentary activities of the 
Assembly of the last four years and the activities of the district board 
of its last term. 

I have, therefore, to request that you will kindly accord me necessary 
permission for holding these public meetings, till the said elections are 
over. The time and place of each meeting, I intend to hold, will be 
communicated to the thana officer** concerned, in due course. 

Yours faithfully, 

Janab Ali Majumder, m.l.a. 

fSppfa faefl Pf«tcfe>t 3t7i — 


Office of the District Magistrate of Tripura. 

Memorandum No. 881(0)0., dated Comilla, the 27th February, 1941. 

To Maulvi Jonah Ali Majumder, m.l.a. 

Sr bject — Perm ission fur h aiding public meetings. 

Reference — Your petition, dated the 25th February, 1941. 

The date, time and names of the places where the meetings are 
intended to be held have not been mentioned in your petition. 

The subject to be discussed on which speeches are to be made and 
the points to be touched in such meetings are required for such permis- 
sion. No speeches on the Jute Restriction or other Bills which have 
already been passed into law will be allowed. 


K. Ahmed, 

District Magistrate , Tippera. 

* 

fopi m'mw* csft: *n gm , ctfr: yppr 

c5H?r, oft: ftJprifcf *nrm w eft: ’itm tsi ^ft%. 
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«r77rt fe^7 fw*n TTTf^uJtfcT Ih^6 sJco i Ttcs 

«rt^t tTrt fa^pn fafTi TTtfarJfc 7 ^ *ftfSNitR b $il1 tf$ Jt7<fla ^iwtHi 
toi Tftfe tok^ ^jTrt ^nt? wttr 7 *rtRttRt 7 srt ft-ro sSi Tti 
fffircr TOlfl - ^tfet%SR, f^F5 <5 TTOtT *pst7 4* 
^ ^tMfffevS 57 7t? I 

3fM*t7 Speaker 7U5t77, <m*ff7 TTOjft £p3t7 TOtt^ ^©'fRRI 
TR 'f 5 t7 'StffTTC 8tftC3f— ’ 7W>fi7 TtT^k Rt5Rt37tftr 7tR7, C7-^TWT7 *f% 
<7 $37 fan ^ 7777 C&£l Tfatffa/R \5tn 'Stf’ffifa 7J77 "TtR I f% 
<<$ 7f%TI 'Tt^tTtF? 47^ 77lt$T3 StfsTlfeTT C7, fa^jTl fa 

7 Tffar§tfa *ft 7 r *K 5 <rr 1>7 Tim tpm tri strtre otsi fofa Tfa 
*ftt77 71, — $$tCi wtTT - TTlfsTC^dk To 5$7tCb ’fWr 7FR7 4 : 

^Jt7 C77 C7, *l5<R«fr 4* TOtR *R75it7 7^R7 I WffitU 

TRtTR fa 5 '$ 7 fC$ 47 tTO ^ 7 lR 7 srffaTfa 57 7 t£ I 77717 73 ?tTO 

7*fsRfafas I 7TTT7 ^TTtTtTTR CTtTH faR 7TRT7 C77t7 ^ 
c 777 TTl&tRP 3t5T71 \it5tR7 T^fe* Tfal TC7 ^R7 I fa^Tl fa?fl 7Ttfal§ti 
T^TR wtTT - 77tfal§tfr7 TOtTO Tfafll Wwi faffS (TltTRtQTt^ TtT 

05&1 Tfartr^T tot ; fas, faro wc*t R^jtft itfTR fafar ttf 777 -sr 
Tftfs ItTl CTtfTO fafat 75F *ttfc f *77 S’tTTT 7t*7tWt7 *[t7 TO7 faTtC 
}88 TlTl ^rtfir 47t oTTO TTH f77tR7 'ZfrJI 7^71 &$s *ft& f777 §T7t*fc 
TOl-Tfafa ^ 5 <R^ 77 t*fTOtR TtTl CTS 71 5 t 7 ( 7 R ? *ttfr fa 

$T 7 t*tR TtTl R 371 77 t*ttR 3 fa TftTOtT RPl 7 Tfft^ 7 t^ I Jl^ltR G J 
-ttro frotc^ \ 5 t 7 tft^ TiTTk Tft 7771 ?kk f^Ti Tirf^l^rc^ It^ f- 
f 7 R 57 tft 7 771 5 ^ 1 ^ 7 f 771 bfc f^R 7 ? < 1 tfe f 777 Tl 

TOTtft ^ #tf%7 7TTTT TOtRt571 St^l CTTT^t 71 &lW7t7 

f$7 71, ^4tPl 7t*7t7 ^7T7 f%717TR ^ TOtR TOW" ^ 

7TO TOTRt^Tl ^ Vfom TfTTl fkl 7tRfRR7 CTtffl'CTtFt ^ 5^^ 
7 c k7t7 7f77t7 fV 7Tt7 7TO 7t7«f 7tf7T3 *ttR ? 7t:7t7 Tfk'S^t 7t5l 

^RTtTlTI^tT f77^ Tfl 5 5T7f?pi 7l%71 7 v£T^ 7R7 lT5t7t^ ^t7t7 ^771717®^ 
TOkWSTO TCTO 5^71 7 %P 5 t 7 ^TTO 775 * ^FfTTl f»T 75 < 7 F 

^5t5t71 ^TOl TR ^5 5^71 ^TTOR ^f7TO *ttR7, f SRTO ^ 

VQ «T7TO f<77Cf7 f^TOTf^F '®ftT i 7T77 ^71 fS^tin TTf77t7 R?1 TrfTRT 
7 tfrrI 5 " trtRpr^ ^t?Tftt 77 tf 7 ^R 7 ^TOl CT 77 T 7 ? ^ 77 

415(^77 <57^ fTTt^ tpR7 TfU 5^t7 I 'Ttft 7t*7t7 T#tTOtR TO 

TFfTlfl f*fCl C7 11151177 7^1 ^lF5— -C77TC7 C7C*f7 ^T7lTt77 TTOSot 

15t5tR7 V7TO C^tRT 'G C^T7 Tf771 lt5tR7 ^ c torf7 ^71 1 

1 CTTtR ^777 ^71 TftTO 5$7l ftUFtT 'Q f7J7 '■rfTTttT 5$7l «fC^ I 
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?ft^ aS\^h tor($ tott# tot m c? to«h 4 *- 

sjmc^ *ifaF*iM 'Q &fe tok* TOtm ^ qroiftr ct 

$ 5 lC 3 TOsil ^rfSRScffa CTO ^ (TfrRr TO? TOfl Tt*R* 

^rfen f^o4 4 r Rt'o •rft 1 ^MmTh ttr •rrfy^Sf'w 4 $ 4 CTO^ft to? 
* 5 *p TO5 , to <pf 4? $fe ?%i ’frro yftgf %«H ct 
* lTO WfT^ TO*T TOYtTS# TO^T TTO TOTO*? T TOTOTO 3 RT 
^i^(% fros f^n cTOr TOrf% vftRn^ ^ 1 

f%i. ftrpfa fa*n ?ro-£Rn <Tt 1 %m?R c ftfT TO t w 

(71 y?<?H Rflltei 3t$k'^ 4^* *ff£ fw^pf ^nflvR S^ g f c ^ 

^ttt^t fern f^n to?i 9 TO**t toi *tro cto* 

%t^T tfWC«T *TTOt#t #Tf% TO(C<nlt><? *To1-TOf*; TO 7 f* J5 fr# f% ^Tf% 

wrfti: tJt? 15m to <tfen faTOF 1 ^trfcro stre ot^rs toi R«tto*t 

^ ^ tos*. $toi, im tosi sire ; irrotft 

^ rr ? CTO t.TO <Ht>lR TOTO fTCStft TO 9 31TTCTO TOvTtosTTO f%f*t^£TO 
SRT *rf%romi &rttt, firpi froi *TT%§tta tor fa?fr faf*s ftft fayH 
$ro §*Rf% 1 to, (>) fotfm 3 r 5 ^ fort vftS 

FN forS fc T TOC# TOfl (Tj 7 RT 5 f f%*f CTOSCTO 1 

^ 5 ‘ v Tfv *fros *ttfro ^1 TOn 5 ^tto TOtoto toc# srTOTOc% tst^s 

f^ 3trt 5 TO«itfi>«s ^C'Z ctoti t$to ^n 1 ( ^ ) '^srtf^r c*i ^$1 forj Ft$ 

3tri off . t f^ w fe^r f% f% %?r 5 ^, 

^=rvf tA Tfr^ s ’T^r ^vfi^T Trffwt|fr Tftr?^ ^rt^ ^^stPHr ^vfi 

\5t5t5I ^SRC^T ^ftt^ ^Fprcs ^ f% V ^ 6 | 'artft fV fim ^T fc^ i b^ 

itn ’ 3 rfafa fbf>/.> ^rt^n c^q?i tos^ ^rtn 4 ^ otr^r 

Wtft *Rtt - 3 RT ft 5 t 7 ^ vftr^v ( 0 ) W5T ^ vyy^ 

4^* 3 ^ *rota Tt^, >m m^t^r sntf^fc ^rtr^ ^51 

5jr%5 ^r jrf% flftnR, ^>3 *tTnre i fi^pn firsn ^mftrr^ m recre 

CT ^fbtT^jr 3 BR^g ^ 7 ( ^rt-fl 4OT^f imntfaimrt'to 

w stc^r 1 ymj'KW 7?m ^tfror, 

^rf^ ^fiRFtOT 3 rrtfwc|r^r stt^ ^nr ftjfc ^1 

?ft^i ^ 4t ^rfrm cb^ fife tor ^ 4 ^ ^ynr-r 
,J ltr ? R 3tn 5$c«i ^rsi tot tot^r wfrr ’rsfa 

'M'vsto *m ^ i ^ra mty SfF® 
f^ i , T5t^ ^tf«Ri fro TOrT-st^ trf ^far? *ftfri rtr® 

^5* Tf?m OfQTI I ?f? ^fol TO TO5 TOT ^ TOR, ^StTI rtR 

^te k*T3 £fb^> tor tjTO gr«t to 4^ otirs to ftTOR ^n tor ijti 

^ Htl*W!{>r6llY 4'rtih«Tl TOTO^n 4^* ^fFR # 3 TOT3 ^TOT? 

^T Wif f*^c^c.M «J< ^t?t^r31 <7T9in I TOfl ^f% TOR 

& ?PSR TOST TOR* W> Sft^ I 

3 



90 DEMAND FOR GRANT. [10t* Maegh, 

(On Mr. Jonah Ali Mazumdar resuming his seat on the conclusion 
of his speech, several honourable members rose up.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid members have not correctly followed 
the procedure 1 have laid down. It would be better if a particular 
item is first dealt with before the next one is taken up. 

Mr. Fazlul Huq, will you now speak by way of reply to cut motion 
No. 2? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As you decide, Sir, I shall 
reply piecemeal, but possibly to give the Opposition and others in the 
House an opportunity to have a full discussion, it would be better if 
1 make a joint reply to all of them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: if the Hon’ble the Chief Minister feels that it 
would be better to make a joint reply, I shall do one thing. After 
dose the debate, the Hon’ble Minister will give his reply after which 
I will allow no further speech. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Yes, that is what we suggest, 
Sir. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Hut, mind, there would be no reopening of the 
question after the Hon 'hie Minister’s reply lias been given. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : WN Mrs*. mt* 

TO C* Stfrfr 4R0H (Tift *R«f* 

i tpm >R«f ?? etti file* Mfa (Tfftnr firz 

OJ Mfif <71 Constituency CVfT^F returned CTfnrf?, (Tf^tR %Vf! (TlftRfP 

>r m c*rr$ c^tn t* Mi i firs mm mtt4 <tic$ 
cwm l cm cm, <7ire f¥s mn. *kw 

cm m 'cmrs Mm M I election Coalition 

CTOHTffl <7T*ttR <7T*ftR fitHJ meeting 
TOR ^fi«l MCWp I . m mri mi Oppositions C*TC*f| meeting 

m wm Constituency^ mm *tm mi TO I 4 

fi rfrofo <tr mi cr to*, Rtft R toto wttro m i <Ssm 

StVflfcl ft T *mn W, popular Minister Wt^Wl 5ti RTTO 

mTmmto ms frewero c*r« cmro mi <7# j m 

cmrai fti, arfiwft farm tffaife tor mm vi/i <r mttmft 
ms c*tc* firm*, 4* tffomra Sm fir r mtm Mi cm* mtpri 
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jpto *rtft *Tftc? ftus *ttft, sioi ftj crtc^ *ftC3 i ’srfttd? 

oppo ition c3ftF, CSR ftatd? rule change ?Rprt3 3ftt3, ft: C^ t CHW 7* 
itfci c^td c?tdrcf? c? ?T3i c^t«t 3ft? 3ft?? *t? d? dft? 

’ft ftr$ $d *TRS1 31 $ jeJTD £3^t ^33t? ® 'H, 43: 3td3 3fft3, 3ft fc$!fT 
ft? ft[\5 SI? oft 313 s ? ^rt3 Egyptian ^fl 3t?l — 4^ 33 s ? $31 

f^^tft dft? 3td? I 4* 3^? *F3tft 33: 3ft?3 ^ 3dfc 3T?3 

C3tTTO I ft 1 *, 33d3 «R7 >3*?t31 ^ 4$ HouseiJ ?ff*0 C*tC3C§*i d 
3ft?l 443f3 ol(,3*l 31 I oftc^*< 4^ 33? C3 r t3C®T 4?: ?ft? C3t3H 

ft?l '5r^tift3 6 fr3 r ?t3t3 election 4 33T31 returned CTtd ?t?T3 *tft^f 3 I 

TT^d 3fOT9«?tft? 4$ ^vfl C3HCsi 5t$ — G*ft?l ?f%T3ft ft?ft3 C?d3 $33*13 
33TT 31 $3 C3T3H C?33t£ 3t3 C3t3T3 5ft I 3>t57ft dfr ^ dft? 
^tfad C? 331 *33't3 I ?T3 ^51 31 (TFft? 4$*oft? 3* 31 C333 ^tTfOT mating 
33i 333t3 C5£1 C3t3T^3 ft~5 ^tft ‘STftfr?! ftisfa 4$ C3t3t3t^t3 43: #ft- 
3j#t3 SR3t3t33 fad I fad? C3TT3 Gl SR t3 Wft 3ft3? 3X33^ fa?? 
43ft? STtfad fwm^T \£1 C3T3 C3t3f1 3t3 C? 3"6?ft ?fa?9*ft ft oft? ?fttC?? 
meeting 331 333t3 C5fcl C3tC3^ I fad? C3tC3 3t3t3 $*f3 order C?33 1 
Ct'fCTO C? ?tft 3t3t3 Con titueneyn: frft? 3*t?3 *ft5F 3vfl C?ft7/$ *tT?T?l 31 I 
3t3 c t 3*?1 sftR? C3 ^ftft ?T?T3 OontituoncyTo C'ft? <33 7ftt3 rftf? (dfa 
TO?!? W7* d3l C3tT^ TtT3 43* 3T$ office C3tT3 C?tC3 3f3 I G*OT 
•T~533 , 3ft -siTft 3t3G 3TW 3^31 31 3ft. ^ftt3 C33tt3 3t r j3l 4C33ft3 

ft3F3 CTfTR 3t7R I 43 >H 3t3 4f:itr3 <33fc3 C3T2^ C^G31 33 3t? I 

3 trs>t irft 33H31?? C3t3T3 5t^ meeting 33i ^ TO9i 4^ C3 order C^GID 
C313TO, 33 C3^1 withdraw 3R1 C3t3 ^ 31 33 C3tT3 ft 7 ! 4^ <>rd(»r 
withdraw C3tC^3 31 — ^?t331 3t35 Puldie43 3t31^( f^tC3 election < a mpaign 
C3tTt 31 *ttft | 3t?T3 Publics 33fT5 y ft3C3 ^OTtS 3335 Wf W $31 

5ft C3 ^ttft e‘ection4 $3t3t^ C333 ^ftT3 '3tT33, ^t3 C3 r S (7R ®lt3CA 
^ «ttT3 I C3$ ft 3 ! C3T3 C3T3T5 ftt? '^tft ^T3 43^1 3’3l C3t3TS 5t^ C3 
Tf%3Q^ r srftT3 r {ftwTf? election eamj)aign43 «T3T 0 f*t >JC3 C3$tTO3 

ST* ?T3 ft31 Public fund C3C3 335 C3 'l Ct^ 3 I 4^ ~5tFl 3*3t31 ?V \ 3 
C3tC5^3 I 3*31 C3 fft^3 43^ 4^ ^37 335 3F33R ^7i 3T3 

tftt 6 t T7ft31 C*tC3ft I 3* ft31 4^1 «t33t3 ftfTW3 C3C^ 335 ^ 

CTt^3 3ftT33 ft3H 335 W&& fft^3 Party? propaganda 3»3f3t3 «RJ I ^35 
■TOtft? C3^ 3f%TTt? ^31 35T3T3 I fad? C3FtC3 C? TO fa^OT 

C? ^rtC3 3t?ff3t^t C3G31 C5tt&5>, 3tT3 Public 3tTJ ft^ ®ft35 31 *ft33 3t3 
C5^1 *V31 C5 tCl>5 ;‘ 4?: 4$ Assembly HoUKe43 ?At 3t31 ?TC$ dt 3? fa?3 
*tdt5^1 31 C*T*3$ 4?: 3t^T3 meeting 31 C*t?3$ ^ftC3 3 3T31 

C5<h I *t?T? d? ftd*T3 C?, &3T31 meeting 33313 ^?C?Wt 
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u t e res c&ft wti't ctot <zpr\ wwc&i ^ ^t^r— 

tot y> «>fin #t$tfr, ^ tot ^ ^rmi *fr 

*t?tr*i i Publics* 4* %m \5fa c?QTn csw i 

(At, thi^ stage, the House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

( i 1 fter <ul jo urn in en t . ) 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg- to support the motion 
of Mr. Jonah Ali Mujumdar. The Krishak Proja phobia is a virulent 
type of disease, and it has attaeked various members of this House. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Who is listening on behalf 
of the empty Cabinet, Sir? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I am taking 
notes. ^ 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI : Especially, Sir, it has attacked the members 
of the Coalition Party in this House. The disease lias got one remedy 
and thut remedy is dal-bhat. The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq has 
refused to do anything to cure this disease, and he even said 
on the floor of the House that he could not provide people 
with (hil-hhat and that he was not a bnburrhi. Now, Sir. this incurable 
disease has affected the members of the Coalition Party, so much that 
they run in different districts to get some remedy for Huh. They have 
gone to the district of Tippera; they have gone to the district of 
Mymemsingh; they have gone to the district of Faridpur and also to 
other districts, and there they are trying if they can get any remedy 
(or this disease. Unfortunately, Sir, the more they prescribe 
medicine, the dreader the disease becomes. Yon know, Sir, that during 
the beginning of the first session the Hon 'hie Mr. Fazlul Huq with his 
other colleagues went to Daudkandi in the district of Tippera and there 
he made a memorable speech against the members of the Krishak 
Proja Party. At that time people believed what he said, but that 
time has now gone and the people now realise that what the Krishak 
Proja members had said was the right thing. The test has been 
proved by the recent visit to Tippera of two of the Hon’ble Ministers, 
namely, the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin and the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan. 

Now, Sir, the action of the Ministers may be criticised as follows. 
You know, Six. the Bengali proverb c E fa t ? TOTO 

TOW *\ which means hunting with^he hound and 

running with the hare. Whenever any District Magistrate bans any 
meeting, the Ministers say that they do not know anything about the 
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matter and that it has been done by a particular Magistrate and that 
they are not responsible for it. They want to say that they have uot 
banned meetings regarding any discussion or action of this sort. The 
other day, Sir, on the 4th March, I moved an adjournment motion 
before the House and described how the District Magistrate of Tippera 
banned all meetings with an unqualified order that he will not allow 
any member of the House to discuss about things regarding parlia- 
mentary activities. Now, Sir, the Hon* hie Minister stated that it was 
not the policy of Government that all meetings should he stopped 
generally. But the Magistrate of a particular (list net might say 
something. As to how this policy of Government is being worked out 
by the Magistrates of other districts, 1 shall read out an onlei which 
has been recently issued by the District Magistrate of Tippera: 
“Whereas l am informed that you "—here appears the name of the 
person — “propose to hold a meeting and assembly at Comilla and other 
places of this district as a protest against the Government Jute 
Regulation Act, 1940, and the Government scheme about Jute Restric- 
tion and whereas in my opinion the holding of such meetings, proces- 
sions and assemblies is likely to affect pre judicially the maintenance 
of public order, now. therefore, in exercise of the power conferred on 
me under clause of the Bengal Government notification No. 9I‘J 1M)., 
dated 19th October, 1940, I prohibit \ou from bolding such meetings, 
processions and assemblies in any place within the district and point 
out to \ on that contravention of this order is punishable with 
imprisonment for three years and with fine." 

Now, Sir, the Hon'hle Minister the other duv that he did 

not know why a particular Magistiate had passed this oidei. Here, 
Sir. we find with reference to the office memorandum that it is this 
Government who have issued circulars to District Magistrates for their 
guidance So, the Ministers cannot say that they are not aware of 
the circular and it seems that it is their policy to repress the people 
and not to allow* Jhem to hold meetings. Now the general order is that 
only for the maintenance of peace the\ an* not going to allow meetings 
to be held in that particular district. So far as I am concerned, in 
my constituency I have not held any meetings. But there were 
meetings held by the members of the Muslim League, and nobody 
appeared in their meetings to protest. How* could the District Magis- 
trate be convinced that there was a likelihood of the breach of the 
peace by the meetings of the members of the Krishak-Proja Party 
because there was no meeting. If anybody can be held responsible for 
any breach of the {mice, it is the members of the Muslim League and 
not* the member^ of the Krishak-Proja Part?. They want to prohibit 
•these meeting by the members of the Krishak-Proja Party because 
of the fear that the next etartion is coming soon and because of the 
fear that we will divulge the secrets, the misdeeds of the Hon'hle* 
Ministers and other things which will not be creditable* or palatable to 
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them and it is for this reason that they are vehement in asking the 
local authority not to allow to hold any meeting. Sir, it has often 
been said by the Hon'ble Home Minister that it is not the policy of 
Government to ban holding meetings so far as parliamentary activities 
are concerned. The other day the Hon’ble Finance Minister gave the 
assurance to the House that he would enquire of the District Magistrate 
of Tippcra as to why he prohibited members of this Legislature to 
discuss tilings concerning their parliamentary activities and to-day, 
1 lin|u\ he will be in a position to reply on that point. It is beyond 
the imagination of an\ person that Government can stand in the way 
of holding meetings b\ the public in which members of this House 
can explain what has been done in this House in the past. Govern- 
ment are standing in the way of disclosing things to the members of 
constituencies. My friend Maulvi Jonah Ali Majumdar lias already 
stated how the people of the district of Tippera are being harassed, 
specially the members coming from that district. Sir. 1 want to knoj^ 
from the Hnn’hte Minister in charge whether he will take urn steps 
in that direction. Sir, with these words. 1 support the motion ot 
Maulvi Jonah Ali Majumdar. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHED : srMtt T3t*tf3 ’Tfto. 
r n\ stfrt* tpsfa S*rfrs cvtooR oft orafs i 

3t<3 (71 ^tf3 •P CTlGT 

^Tf‘«Tfa ^fsR *TtO ^I3"f53 oH (Tt3 | 1 -1 M 

Tpvfi jjfr..) I c&ft 00 ^tf% frtnfiH (7*0 3fa zto 1 

“3fa 3W? r C 3 t -i t<r ^ c*oi t” 3<fa go 

*fffe. fVi (7i ^tfVo ^jfVo o 

^ <7m 1 3^ 3^*1 (7T Ws\ •» c^r <tsn c*rc * ts fag 

(Ttt^on csGrft fag (Trtr^n ^ i” 

3 ft 50 I ^ 3fa3 <TF1 TOtCS fai&m 

^vti <it5tc3 wr *T3i *rfaf3 *n wto'rs 

w ^ a?* Git 30 3t^n far^ro nmr* ^rf% 

OJO fa^Ttfaj (TFfar^T I *T31 

*faf3 OftG 5 3^ >88, >8G 

SOM O I 

'ItOl 3t5tOT OtC^tt>*'! OOT3 ^ 3^ *Ttft 

C*frl O I (TFTO 0«£ sfWOO J4 C5%] 

otrow i ^ ^ fwoF tt 3t^tf^i ft^n w^mrsro 

i 4* o wr? M3Tt5rt, ^n«mH 

, 07 C¥tTO5 v tHC4 *T1 I JpTO. 3t?3 VW\ ^*tO 

^Toi j rf%f%C'5 c^ti ors ^o Roc^*t i 
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^nfftore 'wfa Ttrtr, stren nreto, store sffsyfs srere cTO qfs n re m 
’retrertRi <TOrcs tore m i nrorTO toi fkn toto nren to retrer$ i 
TO 6 ! Stem C < 5ft‘ p t c f TOnr *fTOt TOT l (A Coalition member :— 

re*t retrerc^rei) toto nsttontren, tore nt;to snrettonre TO/tn, 
to & tonre TOm citron re Stos croto, tore retre 
toto tjto n#t ntrere *${ *rere sre< cto re stoi 

to%=n si fsf% sm <ton 3 ntrere ^ntoren to, tonts sf% to i 
TOto tore torre srenrepH st? to cto ^^re More ftons rente 
srt tffs TO55 i fro store nn to to retrer? to tos nn tores 
to i ton nstn TOrro*t f% sire tostfns m stoi srenstn to w 
wste to sR7Ttm c re to? tp>te to ^nro to stns n 1 ^ -^ frre n fnntn 
wire '4s<rerefrn to ^rerfes rein nsi nftfs to to mi cro 
TOf^to to? *reto tom tos m nsi tofs TOrtn torn *tt 3 m to 
sre to stre ^re^fs resm ^ re "tot retnrs tore, si?i retncs tore 
•n , 4- stre ctorre. 3 stre retnre 1 ” to stre nrtntn tz trrot TOfr nt& 
tzws 1 ntretn TOren to toto irentu tor a to. to fnrenfjm^ 
^ to to? re ftoto c^retto ste ntoTOm *rtrf to fto S^rt^re 
TOto wi ntrere to* 5- tprettff to tore 6 ! retre ^trrt cFpntf? 
ton retro to retton 1 to stns toren to ntm ntrete 
^rttoto to to cto tos nfesto ctm snn (to fnnsH n-n^) 

^ crtos ni ^ttoi i stre ^mtto 6 re ^rei fnrj to nw cwz 
i fto ^rere nrn ^ ^re stores ^renrere^re ^nryre stre 
to? $kn re store re^ ^tretore?rer vftfto ntm ^tz^tm^Ph n*re rre m / 
^ ^retnrerTO cto 4 ^ nn ^vn retofe 1 ^rere retntf%-frere 

3 rpi, tore toi ntos^t nsfa irtnc^n si rer«i Tto 3 

^vfi — ftn to' to to, nrc to *re, n*nre nt^re ftre tore nnn. fnnre 
swto], tors toes tot, rfrre tpjs 54, tore s*re ton iftfi, 

^ref3 renn I (Applau.se. A CV>alition meml^r — iRnn fV Pf^r) ton 

csres w 1 

Batu PREMHARI BARMA: Sii, 1 l>ejf to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1 ,27,(K),(K)0 for expenditure* under the head “25 — General 
Administration’' be reduced by R«. 1(K). 

Jiir, Government fixed a ratio for appoiiftinjr Muslims, Scheduled 
Castes and General Hindus in the services of the Government and 
they assured all the communities that appointment in all the depart- 
ments of Government should be made on the basis of this ratio. Accord- • 
ing to this ratio, 50 per cent, should %o to the Musliiifft, 15 per cent. 
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to the Scheduled Castes and 35 per cent, to others. But this communal 
ratio in services is scarcely adhered to in the case of the Scheduled 
Caste candidates. Government strictly follow the rules in the case 
of Muslims only. In their case the question of suitability does not 
arise If the candidate is a Muslim, then he is certainly suitable in 
all respects and especially if he is related in any way to any of the 
members of the Coalition Party. But. Sir, in the case of the Scheduled 
Caste candidates rules are quite different, at least at the time of apply- 
ing these rules. Though the Scheduled Caste candidates are quite 
suitable and have the necessary qualifications, still they do not get 
Government service in spite of the fact that 15 per cent, of the services 
are reserved for them. Sir, in the last Bengal Civil Service Examina- 
tion there were 9 Scheduled Caste Candidates and out of these 9, 5 
passed the examination. Out of these 5 one of course was found unfit 
on medical examination. Thus though four Scheduled Caste candi- 
dates passed the Bengal Civil Service Examination and were found fit 
in all respects, none of them was appointed as Deputy Collector, but 
only two were appointed as Sub-Deputy Collectors. 

Sir, from the candidates who pass the Bengal Civil Service 
Examination are also recruited Upper Division clerks of the Secre- 
tariat ami other superior officers of the Government, hut the two passed 
Scheduled Caste candidates of the Bengal Civil Service Examination 
were not provided with any of the superior services of the Government. 
In the face of all these, are we to believe that Government are strictly 
following the service rules and the communal ratio in the case of the 
Scheduled Castes of Bengal ? 

Sir, in answer to a question put by my friend Mr. Madhusudan 
Sarkar, the Hon’ble Kliwaja Sir Nazirauddin said that there was no 
vacancy for the Scheduled Castes in the Upper Division services of 
the Secretariat. Sir, may I enquire how many Muslim candidates 
were not provided with any posts in the superior services of the Govern- 
ments In the case of Muslim candidates, the questioh of “no vacancy” 
does not arise and cannot arise. Sir, this Government says that it 
is a friend of the Scheduled Castes and that it is looking to the interests 
of the Scheduled Castes, But as a matter of fact, we do not find that 
the present Government is really doing anything for the Scheduled 
Castes. 

Sir, not only the Scheduled Castes are being neglected in the case 
of superior services of the Government, but that they are not getting 
their legitimate shares in all other services of the Government also. 
May T know l ow many Scheduled Caste candidates have beeiw appointed 
in the services under the Court of Wards? In spite of the assurances 
of the M mister in charge of the Revenue Department, we do not find 
that the claims of the Scheduled Castes are being looked into by the 
Court of Wards Department. 
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In the Medical Department also an adequate number of Scheduled 
Caste candidates are not being appointed. Not to speak of giving 
appointments to the Scheduled Caste candidates in the Medical Depart- 
ment, Government are not even appointing Scheduled Castes candi- 
dates as House Surgeons in the Medical College, though there were 
some candidates from the Scheduled Castes. 

Sir, recently House Surgeons were appointed in the Medical 
College. While inviting applications it was specifically mentioned that 
some Muslims would be taken, but no mention whatsoe\er was made 
about the Scheduled Castes. The Medical Department ought to know 
that the Scheduled Castes also have their quota of 15 per cent, in the 
services of the Medical Department. May 1 ask the Government as to 
why no applications for services in the Medieal Department or for posts 
of House Surgeons are invited from the Scheduled Caste candidates? 

Sir, it is really regrettable that the Government which professes 
to b£ the friend of the Scheduled Castes in one breath denies their 
claims in another breath. Sir, in one of the statements which the 
Hon’ble the Chief Ministei issued in connection with the census, he 
said that he is not going to forsake the Scheduled Castes unless the* 
Scheduled Castes forsake him. Sir, how can the Scheduled Castes 
rely on the statement of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister when the 
Scheduled Castes find that tlieir legitimate claims are being ignored 
systematically? The Scheduled Castes hope that the present Govern- 
ment should change its present policy of looking into the interests of 
a particular community only, hut should also look to the legitimate 
interests of other communities also. The Hon'ble Ministers who aro 
running the present Government are not there to look to the interests 
of a particular community only, hut they are there to look to the 
interests of other communities also. 

With these words. Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS : >T5T*tf3 wsrf-rw. bt*flTO 

Scheduled CasteC*? Ratio fr? cvltlflfM '41 5 1 01 ltd 

crtrw itrr* *ff% ft orftfe — 'mft 

(Tflvt out motion move r.'.lfo® Jll | pH? ■f §• 4 tJCTCH 

V'jtt ' ! pf Scheduled Ca>teORJ Efaft TOl CTft 

fmi *IJ I 'tlRr <51 observe «Wl I 

TO Scheduled Cartel gt«ftm *1CW StvflTS JfOICpI *W 

tpWl *&ltH Government iRPTst? CTtCl Scheduled 

Curt»4s rt^ntytios TOtft Wftra tjr'tn 3 d i fai, 

MWtfl »IOW^*ir5 wspift* w*T reserve 



38 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[10th Ma&ch, 


% $fi c5nr TO3 33 331 i TOn 3t N TOfri3 333 TO «te33i 

^0 33 f31, TOfcn* TO "T$331 5t3ft C33t3 3<*1 -5te<?fC3«g 

*?V3T3 3TTO r 3 I 

tjTO 43pt 33l C3tTO Fft C3 43Pt TO Service Rules 
frame 331 tSlCfiC^ 3tT3 331 estate 3ft Scheduled Caste C3C3 gvprs* 
candidate *ff 331 3t3 $cTO TOC3 pfoftre C3S31 5C3 I 4* Rule 

tor™ TOft 3f% C5tt5s i 3t? 6 f g*t3^ 33tgfo Trt<n 331 to 31 i 
c^g *1 Matric TO C3ft3 TO ^tffr-TTOS 3lCS f^f ^5 ^’3, 

^ C3g 31 M. a. to c3ic?s 3 Tf^ from 3 tr£ g*tj 3 frofbxt crtre 

<p ftm 3i i 3tcsr5 gTO? 3<ftgt3 cro 3t*t3tft TO i to gTO g*fw$i 
TO TO3 TO to3 toto ft3 fro g^T §? ' 5 i t 33TO^>TO ftro 
97 I Rule ift TOT 4* elau eft TOTO 333 3t33l 3C33 TOT S t rftrS 
TO 31 I 433 3C33 officer 3tCS3 TOfal 3t3tOT TOs* TOl 

tr^ TOl< ’TTOofg «pT I TOtSl TO 5 ? 333$ TOT33 3Tf3 ft*l 

TOTW TOt 3$ 33TO csh C3tCE!£3 I Wsm TOTO C3TO3 TOtOT TOft 
vm gfc; r^5T C3TO3 gTO^ aTOft TO 4$ TO5tcs TO f cvq TOft c3&3i 
57 TO I 4$ tprrw 43ft 331 3^1 CTO TO C3, 3TO" C3 c g Rule 
^R’TTO C3 C*? nr TOTCR community^ 43SR C3tC33 gTO5» 'Q fc ttTOt 
31 TOTO ^37 TOft 5$C5 3fes 53 (TO CTO 43 SR Caste Hindus 
Et3ft C5tC3 TOT | 43t3 fc t 4$ Rule43 TO? 3TO31 TO 5 ? I 

^rttTO 4$ Rule43 TO3t3 5931 333t3 I 4$3*t TO Rule *$?) 
*nrTO TOT 3t3tC33 community 0<tC3 C3t3 ST3#f3 W3T qTTOTO 
minimum qualification 43 CTO - ^S¥l CTO3 authorities ! TO3 r 

fro 3t«rr to?C33 i 


TO3 3 ? TOTO TOT3 competition 43 ^vfl Qrt I pFS, C3 g rt f^ ' C 5 ? 

ferTO TO ^tl G5C^ TO CTO TOU CTfCTO TO (TO ^Ttfer (3>C53 tffg- 

C3TfTOT? TOT3 331 TO3 TO3 itgl 331 TO I 4C5 TO^T gTO TO[< 3%t3 
331 53 I Suitability $3 <£J 1 \JC3 3C33 TO TOTCTO TO" 3! 33TO 

31331 CTOrcS, — 3TOT 4331 ft 3 ttT (3 Govemment43 4 gC3*fT 
f^3 31 I 3t*fl 3ft Government 4$ phra>egl Service Rule C3C3 
^C3 C3C33 I 

^5t3TO TO 3 Department4 TOft 3tft 53 TO5 (TT^ft TO1 
<3t3 , advertisement 53 *‘ 31 I \5t3v5tC3 3ft advertisement 331 *53 
3t3t3 ftf»F3 ft^Jl3 TOtC33 community C3C3 3C3i 3t3T3 gTO3 
C*Tt3 TO 33 po.st43 3F37 apply C3t3C5 3tC3 I 3tCTO tfC3T3 post 
41 33T, — C3 Cftg C5t3, 3^ C5t3 — 33tft1% advertisement 331 gffe^ I 
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5t55t5 5t*5t? ?t$T5 C*fT¥ C5t¥ ^art^n 55 I ?5 constable ?ftt? 

571 ^tCH? community 45 C5TC"¥? 45* 5t55 ?TtfS 

I 4? 5TO C5T¥C¥ 5ft 5t¥f? C5351 55, $T5 C5 451 Governments 

5t*ft <p ff%5tC < t 5t5t5T Sit'S ^TTr^T I **t? 4¥£l f?5£5 Ttft Govemment4? 

?S , ®rf7P^ c t C¥f?ft I Public Service Commission 4 ^MC?? 

< 

community? C¥f5 <^tt¥ 5t£ I 555 C¥l5 post4 C5t¥ 

C57T? ^57 Selection Board 55 I 4$ C5tr£ ^t5t^5 C5t¥ 51 5t¥t? 

^5T 7t5t?75 gt*ffa?5 *jfs 555 555 555 vftC¥ I 4? 5¥5 

Board 3 Service Oommi^ion4 7t5tn^5 5'2t*ft5? tffsfaft ?t¥l 

t[T5t^5 | 

3T55? census S55^ C¥tt? 7151^5 community? 5752 ’VpS? 

5T5Y1 ¥51 C5t 5TO I *rt5fC5? 7f?¥T*t C5t¥T¥ con u ; 4 Wife? *t%5 
5TZ ?fVj 571 C5'tC5C5 ¥75 Scheduled 0aste45 C5f¥ 5*55 census 
report 4 57 v l2 ¥5 5175 5t7? I 4? fo : 3?¥t? Sr^tT t>T¥f? 

5trft 5 Tt^rtr 5 45 * ofa^rrrs? ?Tsrt75fs¥ c * m 5557 r srf?¥T? 

C?7¥ ^rt5T?Tf5 ?ft*5 ¥?t? Cb£l (cries of “shame, shame”) f¥l, 

^1551 *tt?7¥| C5 4?1?¥t5 census f5?5 (JftWS I *tf5t755 

community? TftvC ¥?t? SR7 deliberately 4¥ v f ¥51 C5T75 C5> I 4$“ 

ftt¥ ^rtft Oovernment45 5® ^¥^5 C¥t?fe 45* Government 45 f=T¥fr 
<55751? 55t*f? 0¥t¥fe 74 ^‘t'C^fc? t]T3T¥ f¥©Ti:'«f£ 755 7t5t75? 

community? W* 57? ¥?t? 47*$ 5TO1 5? 1 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Mr Speaker, Sir, I consider the 
subject very important tor further discus-don and my disciisMon an i ! 1 lx* 
regarding- recruitment of Scheduled Tastes in tin* Bengal Cixil Service 
and Bengal Judiciul Civil Service cadres. 

Ret niitmcnt begin** with the nomination by the college authorities. 
Now. jn tlie matter of nomination, so fai as the Scheduled Tastes are 
concerned, they do not get their proper share. The college authorities 
are to nominate a certain number of candidates for Bengal Civil Service 
Examination. I know of several instances in which the Scheduled 
Caste candidates have not been taken. For example, I refer to Uipon 
College. There were fi%e or six candidates, but only one was selected 
and that also not on merit, but at the discretion of the Governing 
Body. In this matter we are in great difficulty. The reason is that 
unless wv have got a large number of candidate!*, the .ratio that has 
• been fixed fo» us will be filled up by non-Scheduled Tastes. So, it is 
to the interest of the college authorities not to nominate the Scheduled 
Caste candidates as far as possible. Sir. I know of antfther instance^ 
in which although a candidate of the Scheduled Castes passed B.A. 
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with distinction he was not nominated. So, our request to Government 
will be that the Director of Public Instruction be specially authorised 
to see that the Scheduled Caste candidates are properly nominated for 
Bengal Civil Service Examination. 

Next, Sir, in the Board of Examiners there is no member of the 
Scheduled Castes. I do not understand why no Scheduled Caste 
examiners have been appointed at all. If the Scheduled Castes people 
can be appointed us examiners of B.A. and B.L., it is an anomaly to 
us why they are not found fit to be on the Board of Examiners for the 
Bengal Civil Service. We request the Government to make proper 
arrangements so that we can have our members on the Board of 
Examiners. 

Then, Sir, after the written examination the candidates ate to 
appear for a viva voce examination. In the matter of nra race 
examination all the candidates are not sent but only some of them who 
have sat for the written examination are sent up. We sumbit. Sir, 
that us we are very backward, special privileges should be given to us 
i so that all our candidates who sit for the written examination may be 
allowed for viva row examination. 

Then again, Sir. in the Board of nra rare examination formerly 
the Hon 'hie Mr. M. B. Mu! lick was there, hut after he has been a 
Minister we are without any one on the Board of rira row examination. 
We request the Government that there should he one of our common it\ 
on the Board of nra raw examination so that our interests are safe- 
guarded. As one of the members was taken from our community 
before, I do not understand wh\ we should be excluded from that 
privilege. 

Next, Sir, I come to the Medical Board. In the Medical Board 
vagaries huve often been made. We have been pointing out for several 
years that in the Medical Board some tit candidates of the Scheduled 
Castes were disqualified. I know of one candidate at least who had 
been disqualified by the Medical Board, but afterwards be was examined 
by several physicians including one Civil Surgeon and he was found 
to be in perfectly good health. We submit that the Board should be 
constituted in such a manner and with such members as to inspire 
confidence in the people. Unless the people have got confidence in 
them, they are of no effect. The Board should be constituted in such 
a way that there are people in it who command the confidence of the 
people. v 

With these words, Sir, I would request the Government, as we are 
in great difficulty in the matter of Bengal Civil Sendee Examinations, 
to do something so that our students can appear at these examinations 
without any difficulty. 
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TIM Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the debates have 
centered round motions Nos. 2, 4 and 19. I will now reply very briefly 
to the points that have been raised. 

As' regards motion No. 2, I find that there has been a general 
indictment of Government policy regarding administration. My 
friend Mr. San\ul has begun by saying that the press has been maimed 
and muzzled and there is hardly anything like free expression of public 
opinion at the present moment in Bengal. I will not mention names, 
because that would be giving undue prominence to newspapers which 
do not deserve to be taken notice of. but, Sir. I will ask my friend 
Mr. Sanval to read the effusions of the vernacular press and to tell me 
if he can conceive of any province but Bengal where such writings 
could have been tolerated even for a moment. 

Now, Sir, my friend has referred fo the question of music Indore 
mosque and very naiveh suggested that it is this Government which 
has practically revived a very controversial question. I do not know 
if my friend can point out any instance in which the present Govern- 
ment* has been obstructive. It is very easy to make a general charge, 
but I can tell the House that on every occasion when the question of 
music before mosque came up. We have tried to be not merely tolerant 
to the views of non-Muslims, but in many cases have taken decisions 
which have been resented by Muslims as showing undue forbearance 
in favour of a particular community. 

Mr. 3A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Question! 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: You may question. I 
know you will never agree with me because that is fundamental. I 
am here to reph to the charges that have hcen made. If \<m agree 
with me, then there will be no opposition. Opposition moans that you 
do not agree with me. So, you need not remind me that you do not* 
agree with me. 

Only the othrt* dav a trouble a lose in Burdwan. T mat tell the 
House that when I came to know ot it. 1 telephoned to the District 
Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police. They motored all the 
distance and came to my house, and I had a discussion with them in 
the presence of Sir Manmathanath Mookerji. I may tell the House 
that although the District Magistrate was not in favour of the proposi- 
tion which was put forward by my Hindu friends, I suggested and 
afterwards I succeeded in bringing about a compromise completely in 
accordance with the wishes of my Hindu friends. I can also tell the 
House th^t whatever may be thought of the present Government, there 
is ifo civilized^ human-being who would take delight in fti wart ing •reli- 
gious processions and ceremonies of other people. Nothing is to 1 m* 
gained by our objecting to or thwarting religious processions. But 
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what happens is that in many places people who should have known 
better avoid ordinary routes and take a circuitous route in order to 
pass by a mosque with the sole object of asserting what they call their 
right. Now that is something which I cannot understand. However 
I do not propone to dilate on that point. But I can assure my friends 
that nothing is further from our thoughts than to do anything which 
would appear to interfere with the religious rights or ceremonies of any 
community in this country, and at present and in the future we will 
always do our best to meet the wishes of all communities subject to our 
fundamental responsibility for the maintenance of peace and good 
government in the province. 

Now, Sir, I was reminded of my election pledges and of my failure 
to bring about anything in the shape of reduction of rent. The next 
election is coining and when it comes, my failure to keep my election 
pledges would be definitely placed before the country, and T am 
quite prepured to face it with my election pledges in ray hand — what I 
pledged to do and what I have done. If I am found wanting, 1 shall 
accept the sentence cheerfully. Therefore, it is no use saying here 
that I have made pledges which I have not been able to fulfil. 

As regards motion No. 4, regarding necessity of freedom of holding 
meetings to discuss parliamentary matters and to carry on election party 
propaganda, just a couple of hours ago I answered a question on this 
point concerning some happenings in Faridpur. Government made 
the position clear in two circulars which were placed on the Library 
table. It would he found from those circulars that all that the Gov- 
ernment wanted to do was to prevent discussion in public which 
might lead to breach of the peace or to interference with the main- 
tenance of public tranquillity. District officers have got ceitain 
special responsibilities, and it is only in the exercise of those responsi- 
bilities t hat they have been led to pass certain orders to which exc ep- 
tion has been taken. We realise that when restrictions are imposed, 
they do in some places and in some cases interfere with the rights 
which have been enjoyed from before and therefore they are naturally 
resented. Blit we always try to moderate our orders in such a way as to 
cause the least friction with the public opinion. I can assure the 
House that whenever any specific cases are brought to our notice, we 
will be prepared to give revised instructions to District Magistrates 
in order that the public wishes may he met to the fullest extent. There 
is no intention on the part of the Government to stifle criticism. We 
gain nothing by jt and, as a matter of fact, we should always be ready, 
as we are always ready, to invite criticism. But what we do not wish 
is a mis-statenvent of fact* or any agitation which may lead to public 
disorder and discontent. Tn this connection I may meption a word 
about the meetings in connection with jutg regulations and jute restric- 
tions. The House knows that we are definitely pledged and committed 
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to the policy of restriction. If at the present moment when so much 
depends on the successful policy of restriction meetings are held pro- 
hibiting people from obeying Government orders, a situation arises in 
which* Government are bound to inteivene. but even in doing that we 
are prepared to restrict the orders only to specific points at issue, 
namely, restricting people from carrying on agitation and permitting 
District Magistrates to earn out the orders of Government. We will 
go no further. And it depends on the leaders of public opinion to 
regulate meetings to such an extent and in such a manner that there 
will be no discussion ot any subject likely to disturb the public peace 
or to disobey any Government order or to distill b tbe communal 
harmony in the province 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: < tn a point of information. Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not now, but alter the llon ble the Chief Minister 
has finished. 

Thp Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* Sir, 1 would like to say a 
few words especially in relation to t he remarks about our failure to 
gi\e effect to the communal ratio in the services fixed foi the Scheduled 
Caste candidates. In this connection f would like the House to bear 
in mind certain relevant tacts. The Government decision was arrived 
at in August, 1939, and a special officer was appointed in October, 
1939, to look after the proper working of the communal ratio rules. 
Then rules for implementing the Government decision were trained 
and published in the middle of April, 1940, and the instruct ions tor 
the preparation ot hull-yearly returns were sent out to the appointing 
authorities in May, 1940. Previous to that, appointments were being 
made haphazardly and in many cases not strictly in anordance with 
the intentions of Government The difficulty about our Scheduled Caste 
friend is this, that in the past tlp-v had practically no representation 
in the public services. Now it is found that on an average there is not 
more than about 4 per cent, of vacancies in a cadre. Of this the 
Mussulmans will get one-half, and the Scheduled Castes only *0 per 
cent, ot the cadre. Supposing there are five vacancies, if will be 
difficult to adjust the projmrtion. It so happens that we have to wait 
long before we can make up this ratio of 15 per cent, which has been 
allotted to our Scheduled Caste friends It will take some time before 
the Scheduled Castes will get their proper representation in the 
services. But at the present moment the special officer has got definite 
directions to see that in no case where it is possible to uppoint a 
Scheduled Caste candidate according to the rules, should an appoint- 
ment go to other candidates. I hope the Scheduled Caste members of 
this House will co-operate with ourselves by bringing tf> our notice 
specific instances in which Scheduled Caste candidates have been deli- 
berately passed over, and we r^an assure the House that we shall try 



44 


DEMAND FOE GRANT. 


[IOtIj Majlch, 


first of all to accommodate our Scheduled Caste friends, because they 
deserve more protection than any body else. And I would further say 
that we give greater attention to the Scheduled Castes than to the other 
communities. 

As regards the other speeches, no new points have been raised, and 
what I have said generally would apply to them also. 

With these words, Sir, I beg to oppose all the motions. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. May I know of the Hon'ble the Chief Minister 
as to whether there is no unqualified order issued by the District 
Magistrate of Tippera regarding the prohibition of meetings to discuss 
about parliamentary matters. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think the information 
that is now available shows that our friend and his associates were 
inciting people to break the law and acting in a way which 
was in contravention of the Regulation Act. It was impossible for 
the District Magistrate to ignore such conduct, and it is on that account 
that that order has been passed. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 1,27,00,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Adminis- 
tration” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and a division taken, 
with the following result: — 


AYES -40. 


AM Ml NakMm, Mr. 

AMmI Wad*. Mbulvi. 

AMI fail, Mr. Ml. 

AfemM Khan, Mr. lyM. 

Altai Mllla Ah mal, Mr. 

Manila, Bali Primbiri. 

Barman, BaM tbyama Praia!. 
Baiu, Mr. taataih Km mar. 
Bbawmlk, Dr. Otbloba Obaalra. 
Bftwa*. Baba Lakikml Narayaa. 
Ikiu, Mr. lavaMra Natb. 

Bam, Mr. larat Obtain. 

Dai, Mr. MtamaMa. 

Dai Bapta, Baba Kba|ia4ra Hath 
Dai Bapta, Irijat Naraalra Nath. 
Datta Maxumbar, Mr. NlharaMa. 
BtaiaMla AbmM, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. A H 

Maaaa AU OMwIbary, Mr. lyM. 
malaMta NaiMmy, Mr. lyM. 


Jonab All Majamiar, Maulvi. 

Kuna a, Mr. Niibitba Nath. 

MaJI, Mr. Abwaita Kumar. 

MaJ unbar, Mn. Niaiaprava. 

Manlal, Mr. Amrtta Lai. 

Maabal, Mr. Jaftnlra Natb. 
Mamruxtaman lilambabi, Maataaa Mb. 
Mapbul Naiala, Mr. 

Naikir, Mr. Him Cbanbrt. 

Ramiiullia Abmab, Mr. 

Bty, Mr. 6l«r« Obaabra. 

Ray. Mr. Maamatba Hath, 
taayal, Mr. laiaaha Sakhar. 
taa, Mr. Atat Obtain. 

IkababaU, Mr. 

Ibaammia Ahmal, Mr. M. 
ttafha, Baba KUmtn Nath. 

Thakar, Mr. Pramatha Raajaa. 

Wakur Bahmaa, MautvL 
Zamaa, Mr. A. H. A. 


AMat Aaia, Maataaa Ml. 

Abia( Natl, Mr. Mto 

AM at Hakim, MautvL 

AMat Hakim Vikrampart, Maulvi Ml. 

AMul HarnM. Mr. A. M. 

AMU Karim, Mr. 


NOEt-91. 

AMul MaJM, Mr. lyal. 

AMul Wahai Khaa, Mr. 
AMeBa-al MahamM, Mr. t 
Abbur Babmaa IMbifi. Mr. 
Abfur B a ih bii , Mautrl Ml. 
AMU Matatob Matih, Dr. 
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AM tr Kill, Kku BakKir IMi 
AM>r lank. Maalvi. 

Abut Naahla^ Mart* 

AMI QMMM, Maahrt 

Ahmad AH Eaayatparl, Kkaa Bafcadar luliu. 
AkMd AN MrMba, Maalvi 
Aland Mania, Mr. 

Altai addin Aland, Kkaa Bahadur Maulvi. 
Aminaltah, Kkaa laklk Maalvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maalvi Ml. 

Aakrafali, Mr. M. 

AMU Husain Kkaa, Kkaa Bahadur Maalvi. 
Askar All, Maalvi. 

Blrkmyrt, Sir Haary, Bart 
Bltvat, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Oat, Mr. Anakai Chandra. 

Oat, Rai Sakil KirH Bhatan. 

Data, Baku Dahandra Nath. 

Edkar, Mr. Uhtndraaath. 

Farhad Rasa Clawdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhat Bana Khanam, Bag an. 

Faalvl Hag, tha Htn'llt Mr. A. K. 

Faslwl Qaadir, Kkaa Bahadur Maalvi. 

Faslur Reiman, Mr. (Oaaea). 

Fasiur Rahman, Mr. (Mymantin|h). 

BtfflH, Mr. I. A. 

Hahiballah, tha Haa'hia Naval K., at Oaeaa. 
HaRsaddin Obaudhuri, Maalvi. 

MamMdun Ahmad, Kkaa Sakil. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Hasham Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 
Matiaa Marthad, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Haw kings, Mr. R. J. 

Haadry, Mr. David. 

Haywaad, Mr. Ragan. 

Hlrtsal, Mr. M. A. F. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, MaulvL 
dasimaddln Ahmad, Khaa Sabah Maalvi. 
Kakiraddia Khaa, Khaa Bahadur Maalvi. 
Rastas All, Mina, fahikaada Kawaa dak lyad. 


Kaaaady, Mr. I. ft. 

Mcftragar, Mr. ft. ft. 

Maadal, Mr. Birat Chaadra. 

Maadal, Mr. dagat Okaadra. 

Maniraddln Akkaad, Maalvi. 

■akamastd All, Kkaa Bakadvr. 

Matton AU Maltah, Maalvi M. 

Muhammad Atsal, Khaa Bahadur Maalvi lytd. 

Muhammad I trail, Maalvi 

Muhammad (iddigvt, Khaa Bahadur Or. tytd. 

M attic k, tha Htn'klt Mr. Makaada Btbary. 

Maiilek, Mr. Putin Bthary. 

Mubarrud Hattain, tha Htn’klt Nawah, Kkaa 
Bahadur. 

Mustafa* sal Hagvt, Mr. lytd. 

Handy, tht Htn'klt Maharaja Srittbaadra, tf 
Cttsimhaisr. 

Natarwllal, Nawaksada K. 

Patton, Mr. W. C 

Rahman, Khaa Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikut, tht Htn'klt Mr. Prataaaa Dtl. 

Raaaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Rty, Mr. Dhananjty. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 
ladaruddtn Almtd, Mr. 
laktkt-Alam, Mr. lytd. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 
larkar, Bala Madhasadaa. 

Itrajul Islam, Mr. 

Shabak addin, Mr. Khvaja, O.B.E. 

SptHtr Mr. J. H. 

Sinclair, Mr. 4. F. 

Sirdar, Baba Lttta Munda. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant 
htovtn, Mr. d. W. R. 

Sabrawardy, tht Htn’klt Mr. H. S. 

Stork, Mr. A. F. 

Tamisuddin Khan, tht Mta'klt Mr. 

Wtrdswtrth, Mr. W. C. 

Vasal Ali Cbtadbary, Mr. 


The A\ es being 40, and the Noes 91, the motion wus lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Jonah Ali Majumdar that the demand of 
Ks. 1 ,*.>7,00,000 for, expenditure under the head “ 4 J"> — -General Adminis- 
tration” W reduced by Iln. 100 was then put and a division taken with 
the following result : — 


Abdul Waktd. Mautvt 
Akal Fast Mr. Hd. 

Ahmad Kkaa, Mr. Sytd. 

Ammaddta Akastd, Mr. 

Strata, Baba Pvtmbart 
Barman, Baba tkyama Pruuad. 
Bata, Mr. Saatoth Kaasar. 
BbawaM'k Or. Bahfada Okaadra. 
BhgsraA Baba Lakshmi Rarayan. 
Bto vat, Mr. S a r tad r a Nath. 

•aat, Mr. Carat fthaadra. 

Mai, Mr. Maamthaa. 

Oat Bapta, Baku K hagua dra Rato. 
Malta Masaatdar, Mr. Mtkaraada. 


AYCI — 37. 

Btotaddto Akmtd, Mr. 

•apta,9r.d.R. 

Haaaa AN Oktvdkury, Mr. Sytd. 
datoladdto Mkthtmy, Mr. Sytd. 
dtaak AN Majnmdar, Stoatvi 
Kaada, Mr. NltkRfca Math. 

Mali Mr. Advrtli Kumar. 

MfttaSsr, Mrs. Maauprava. ' 
Mandat, s to. dagaadra Rath. 
Mtalr unamta istimkadl. B ttl tsi SM. 
Maftkat Haaato, Mr. 

Ha abac, Mr. Mam Chandra. 

Bam tr ad dta Akmtd, Mr, 

■ay, Mr. ftharv Chaadra. 


4 
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Roy, Mr. Maamatfca Rath, 
•aiijral, Mr. luuiki Hkktr. 
Im, Mr. Atul Okaalra. 
IhabMaJi, Mr. 
fbaaMMIIa AkmM, Mr. M. 


Singha, Baku Kohotra Rath. 
Thikar, Mr. Pramatha Rtnjaa. 
WaRar Rahman, MaalvL 
Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES — 89. 


AMal Axil, Maalana Ml. 

AMal Hall, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hakim, MaalvL 

AMal Hakim Vlkrampari, Maalvi Ml. 

AMal Hamil, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Karim, Mr. 

AMal MaiM, Mr. KyM. 

AMal Wabak Kkaa, Mr. 

AMallab-AI MabmoM, Mr. 

AM ar Rahman IMIifl, Mr. 

AMar RaobtM, Maalvi Ml. 

AMal Matalab Malik, Dr. 

AMar Raaf, Kkaa BahMar lhak. 

Akal Haahim, Maalvi. 

Akal Qaaaam, Maalvi. 

AhmM All Enayotpari, Kkaa BakMar Maalana. 
AkmM All MrMba, Maalvi. 

AkmM Haaaln, Mr. 

Alfaiallla AhmM, Kkaa BakMar NaahrL 
Amiaallab, Kkaa lakib MaatvL 
Amir AH Mia, Maalvi Ml. 

Athrafal), Mr. M. 

AalM Htoaala Kkaa, Khan BahMar NaahrL 
Axhar All, Maalvi. 

Birkmyra, Hr Haary, Bart 
Blawai, Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Olark, Mr. I. A. 

Daa, Mr. Anakul Okaalra. 

Dat, Ral lakik Klrtl Bbataa. 

Data, Baka Dakaalra Nath. 

Parhad Raxa Ohowdkary, Mr. M. 

Parhat Baaa Kkaaam, Dopant. 

PaMai Hag, tha Man'll. Mr. A. K. 

Paalal Qaadlr, Kkaa BahMar MaalvL 
Pttfar Rakmaa, Mr. (Dacca). 

Pazlar Rahman, Mr. (Mymaaaingk). 

Domoi, Mr. I. A. 

Hahihaltah, tha Manila Nowak BakMar K., al 
Dacca. 

NaltaMta BkoMhart, MaalvL 
NamMaMia AkmM, Kkaa tahik. 

Hamlltaa, Mr. K. A. 

Naakam AH Kkaa, Kkaa BakMar MaalvL 
Hamaa MarokM, Ma M.B.E. 

HaMry, Mr. OavM. 

NayaraM, Mr. Ragan. 


Hlrtaai, Mr. M. A. P. 

Ilrta AkmM Mia, MaalvL 

lipahaal, Mr. M. A. H. 

luimMlla AkmM, Kkaa labak Maalvi. 

Kakirallin Kkan, Kkaa BakMar Maalvi. 

Kaaam AH Mina, sakikzMa Kawaa lab lyal. 
Kanaaly, Mr. I. 8. 

McQragor, 8. 8. 

Mintfal, Mr. Birat Okaalra. 

Manial, Mr. lagat Okaalra. 

Manirullia Akkaal, Maalvi. 

Makammal Ali, Kkaa BahMar. 

Madam AH Mallak, Maalvi M. 

MahammM Altai, Kkaa tahMar Maalvi lyal. 
Makammal lirail, MaalvL 
MukammM IMHgaa, Kkaa BakMar Dr. lyal. 
Mallick, tha Hon’kla Mr. Makanla Dakar/; 

Mnllick, Mr. Puiia Bahary. 

Muakarruff Haacain, tba Haa’kla Naarak, Kkaa 
BakMar. 

Maitagawaal Hagaa, Mr. lyal. 

Handy, tka Hon’kla Maharaja IriMkaalra, af 
Oauimkuar. 

Haaaraliak, Nawakzada K. 

Patton, Mr. W. 0. 

Rahman, Kkan BakMar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tba Hon’blt Mr. Praaaaaa Dob. 

Razaar Rakmaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhaaaajoy. 

Roy, Mr. Patlram. 

IMarMlin AhmM, Mr. 
laboko-Alam, Mr. lyal. 
lalim, Mr. I. A. 
larkar, Baka MMhaoalaa. 
larajal litam, Mr. 

Ihabakudlia, Mr. Kbwaja, O.B.E. 

I poller, Mr. I. H. 

Sinclair, Mr. 4. P. 

Ilrdar, Baka LKta Mania. 

InHtb, Mr. H. Brabant 
Itavoa, Mr. 4. W. R. 
lakrawarly, tko Hoa’kto Mr. H. I. 

Itark, Mr. A. P. 

Tamizaldia Kkaa, tka Hta’Mo Mr. 

Wordinorth, Hr. W. 0. 

Yaoaf AN CboMhary, Mr. 


The Ayes being M7 and the Noes 89, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Babu Premhari Burma that the demand of 
Rs. 1,27,00,000 under the head “2o — General Administration” be 
reduced by Re. 100, was then put and lost. 

Mr. MAN MATH A NATH RAY: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,27,00,000 under the head ”2o — Administration” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. The purpose of my motion is to discuss the 
policy regarding retrenchment and the steps to be taken to effect it. 
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During Die last four years, we have pressed the importance and 
the urgency ot retrenchment, hut we have failed to produce any 

impression on the Government. The present Government is now 

approaching the end of its tenure of office, and yet it has not been able 
to make up its mind or to apply the retrenchment axe with courage. 
It is often said by the Treasury Benches that we do not propose any 
constructive suggestions, and l propose to make certain constructive 
suggestions. • 

Sir, we have been insistent on the abolition of the pos( N of the 
Divisional Commissioners. These posts were created at a time when 

there was a Lieutenant-Governor with only a few Secretaries. The 

Mukherji Retrenchment Committee recommended their abolition long, 
long ago. When these posts are abolished , the work may very easily 
be done by the long array of Ministers and the long array of their 
Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries and Assistant Secretaries. 

The Board ot Revenue should be abolished and its work taken o\er 
by a Minister in addition to his ow*n duties. 

The posts of the Director of Public Instruction and the Secretary 
to the Government in the Education Department could he combined 
in one. 

Now, Sir, I make the very important proposal that there need he 
no further recruitment to the Indian Civil Sen ice. The officers of 
the Bengal Civil Services— I mean the Provincial Services— who have 
held posts generally allotted to the members ot the Indian Civil Seiviee 
have worked with devotion, zeal, ability and efiiciency, and although 
there might have been need tor recruitment from outside in the p,M. 
there is no necessity for such recruitment now. The lion hit* Chief 
MinBter is not here, but still I shall have to refer 1o a relevant remark 
which he made at the last discussion under the head “General 
Administration” in connection with the present proposal. The Hoii'ldo 
Premier is the tiger and lion (and both combined) of this country, 
but it is refreshing to find him uttering the following words: — 

“The only point to be considered is whether we should have highly 
fiaid officers” — then note the words, “whether we can manage 
the work with lesser paid officials, namely, indigenous 
articles and not people imported from outside.” 

I hope that the Hon'ble Chief Minister will translate his thought into 
action. He need not be in any way afraid of the European Block. 
He^may* on the other hand, get the support, of the European Block 
.in that connection, because they have held the trusteeship for a ‘long 
time, aud it is time that th^ trusteeship is given up. 1 would ask 
him to move the proper authorities for the necessary order. Even 
if he finds any difficulty, we hope that the Governmept will face it,* 
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I find that the charged item in this department — and that is the 
salary of the members of the Indian Civil Service — amounts to 
Es. ’'10,81,000, and this taken with similar items in other departments 
will be a considerable sum. 1 now find in the same department that 
the Government have made a serious blunder by taking away the service 
of notice under auction 26(c), of the Bengal Tenancy Act from the Sub- 
Registrar and vesting the work in the Collector. That led immediately 
to an increase in expenditure to the extent of Ks. 1,20,000. The Sub- 
Registrars are quite competent to do this small work of service of notice 
on the transferee and the increased expenditure cannot but be a waste 
of public money. 

Then, the maximum salary of new entrants to the Bengal Ch il 
Service should he brought to level with the scale which is prevalent 
in other provinces, say in Madras. The maximum salary in 
is greater than that in Madras. 

The sale of judicial stamps has come down from Ks. 2,0(>,7.‘i,(MMI 
in 1957-58 1o Rs. 1,75,00,000 this year, and you have cither to reduce 
the number or the salary of your judicial officers. 

The discretionary grants have been raised from Ks. 77, (Mill tc 
Rs. 5,41,(100. We all know that in many eases these grants are made 
not on their merits, but on other extraneous considerations. 

The Government have provided for the reorganisation of the Kurul 
Reconstruction Department and the Cinchona Department txpemliture 
of Rs. 1,18,000 and Rs. 1,54,926 respectively. There is enough of 
supervision already there. What we want now’ is real rural reconstruc- 
tion work und not supervision. We also want an intensive production 
of cinchona and not highly paid officers who will come into the re- 
organised department. 

Under civil works, the proposed new buildings are responsible for 
a provision of about Rs. 2d lakhs. These can wait till normal times. 

I have not touched on communications because they really belong to 
the nation-building department. My objection is only to new buildings. 
The proposed repairs are responsible for a provision of Rs. 47,80,000; 
obviously this may be curtailed. 

Of the various recommendations of the Swan Committee, 
recommendations amounting to about Rs. 70,00,000 have yet to be 
considered, and I would ask Government to let us know what items have 
been considered since our last budget. 

Then provision has also been made of Rs. 24,00,000 for jute regula- 
tion and registration operations — operations against w’hich strenuous 
opposition was advanced from this side of the House. This inflated 
budget has Wen presented, as we have said on many occasions in the 
near past, only to provide an excuse for the unbearable burdens of 
'new' taxation which Government has brought forward. I would now 
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ask the Hon'ble Ministers of this province to see what the Government 
of Assam have done under similar circumstances. In Assum. the 
Government have this year a deficit budget, and I find that they have 
made an attempt to meet the deficit by effecting retrenchment. This 
is what I read from the printed statement 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: What is the extent of 
their deficit? 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: I admit the deficit is not much, 
but all the same 1 wish to note the sympathy and the anxious considera- 
tion of their Finance Minister: “In the absence of any other measure 
of taxation due to the deplorable economic condition of the people'’ — 
and this is what he feels, and 1 hope our Ministers could feel like 
that — “the only other means of meeting this deficit is by retrenchment" 
— and 1 draw your attention to it from this side of the House. 

19-17 and again in 19-18, the then Finance Minister and also the 
Hon’ble the (Thief Minister promised that they would hold a conference 
of the different parties of this House and discuss round the table on 
what items and in what manner retrenchment could be effected. 
Although that promise was made on two different occasions, nothing 
has been done. If he had called that conference, that might have been 
an acid test of their sincerity, but the promise was broken and the 
promise has not been renewed. 

The position that you hold here is one of suered trust. \ oil must 
give up your old grooves, and with u new' outlook, determination, 
courage and grit proceed to reduce your expenditure. That is the only 
way to national reconstruction. You may have to make some sacrifices 
to strike the imagination of your officers and in order to make it easier 
for you to effect retrenchment. And 1 do not admit your claim that 
the Ministers of this province do not draw more than what the ex- 
Congress Ministers used to draw in the ('ongress provinces on account 
of their salary and the allowances taken together. 

Fo\ir years ago you approached your constituencies and they looked 
ujxm you a ^ their ma-hap, ami you promised them dal-bhat, but you 
have undergone a wonderful transformation. You have not given them 
dal-bhat . You have now ceased to be the mu-bap of your constituencies, 
but you are now the mayhap of your highly paid officers. Now, what 
do you propose to do when you have to meet your constituencies very 
soon again, possibly during the end of this year. It may or may not 
happen. But in case you have to meet them, what position would you 
tak^ up again? You will have again to t£ke up the, pose of their 
,marbap and ya>u will again have to promise them dal-bhat by under- 
going another wonderful transformation, but your constituencies know 
what value to attach to your words. 
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Mr. 8YED MU8TACAW8AL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, I do not 
want to inflict a long speech, and I do not want to press my cut motion 
to vote. The question raised by Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy is just the 
same as I want to raise. Mr. Speaker, with the introduction of 
Provincial Autonomy we found a year of peace and prosperity in 
Bengal, but unfortunately due to costly administration, money required 
for nation-building activities is always wanting. Mr. Speaker, thU 
Government — the Government of the people, by the people and for the 
people — has done much to improve the lot of the agriculturists by 
passing various beneficent legislations, but for want ot funds they 
have not been able to do much nation-building work. At a time when 
our people cannot procure two square meals a day, when the dead and 
dying rivers require immediate resuscitation, when for want of funds 
free primary education cannot be introduced simultaneously in all ihe 
disirb •ts of Bengal, we cannot afford to maintain the luxury of a costlv 
administration in this province. The time has certainly come when 
we must demand a drastic reduction in expenditure. I shall take up 
some of the points under "General Admiiiptiution". !■ irM o* mil, I 
shall deal with the Secretariat. The Secretaries and other officers of 
the Secretariat have increased enormously In the pre-Refoim days, 
while there were only a little more than half-a-dozen Secretaries to pin 
the administration, now we find 2* r > to df> officers of the same status in 
the Secretariat. If we consult the Civil last, we find that there aie 
us many as lid Secretaries in the different departments. In the Hour, 
Finance and Revenue Departments we find that there are Secietanes, 
Additi onal Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries, Additional Deputy 
Secretaries, Under Secretaries and Additional Under Secietaries, 
Special Officers, Second Special Ofiiceis, Third Special Officers, He. 
Mr. Speaker, we find that there ate as many as eleven Speiial Officers 
lor three or lour departments of the Secretariat. We may admit that 
the \olume of work has increased to a great extent, hut we cannot 
suppoit that the number of officers be increased to such an extent. 
The quality and quantity of work in the Secretariat have not at all 
improxed. On the other hand, we find, Sir, that even the officers m 
the Secretariat are so negligent of their duties that sometimes even the 
files are missing from the Secretariat and many reports of the Select 
Committee and other necessary papers are not found and that sometimes 
for want of time the reports are not ready. All these things are before 
us. So, I do not think there is any justification in increasing the 
number of Secretaries and officers in the Secretariat. 

Then, Sir, I shall come to the subject of the post of Commissioner. 
The post of Commissioner was created at a time when Bengal, Bihar, 
Orissa and Assam were one province under a Lieutejiant-Governor, 
hut now there are four provinces and the post of Commissioner is not 
at all necessary at this time. They rather stand in the way of speedy 
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execution of work. Their work is like that of a post office. Com- 
missioners should serve as a connecting link between district offices and 
the Secretariat, but unfortunately the Commissioners hamper the 
progress of work, and if the post of Commissioner ig abolished, about 
four lakhs of rupees will be saved. Times without number, persisteut 
demands have been made for the abolition of this post both in the press 
and in the platform, but no action has been taken in this direction. 
Then' may be some difficulty, and it may be pointed out that the Com- 
missioners do revenue work and they have got a number of statutory 
duties which they are to perform. If that be so, these duties may lie 
distributed to District Officers and experienced officers of the Revenue 
Department. II there is an\ constitutional difficulty, at lenst an 
attempt should be made m this line. 

Then I come to the subject of district administration. There also 
the cost of administration has to a great extent increased We find 
that there arc about 2o() Deputy Magistrates and about 470 Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates. The Sub-Deputy Magistrates, Sir, do the same sort of 
work as Deputy Magistrates and with equal efficiency They undergo 
the same training and pass through the same examinations, sometimes 
with higher T’lmcrsity degrees. If that be so. I find no reason why 
the cadre ot Deput> Magistrates should lie retained. M\ definite 
suggestion on this point is that there should be one cadre and the pay 
of that cadre should be Rs. 12 : ~> — f)00. Dr a poor country like Rengal 
we cannot afford to pay more than Us. oOO for our Deputy Magistrates. 
There should be an immediate revision of the scales of pay of officers. 
These Sub-Deputy Magistrates do revenue work and sometimes also 
in tin* past and nowadays frequently they are invested with first class 
powers, hut unfortunately. Sir. of the two classes of officers coming 
from the same cadre, coming from the same status in life, passing the 
same examinations and having (lie -nine calibre, one is appointed to u 
grade of Rs. 2> r )U — Hot) with a selection grade of Rs 1,000, while the 
other class officers i*» appointed to a grade of Rs. 12-V 4o0. Thin 
sort of invidious distinction in the services has deteriorated the quality 
of service and there is dissatisfaction in the circle of the Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates. I would, therefore, suggest that an attempt should be 
made in this line. Agitation on this line has been going on for the 
last 20 years, but due to the monopoly of the officers in the Secretariat 
and the unsympathetic attitude of some of the officers, this attempt 
has proved unsuccessful up to this time. I believe that if an attempt 
on this line is made, there would be enougli saving under this bead. 

Now, Sir, I will come to discuss the Publicity Department. I 
believe that there is absolute necessity for a department like this. 
When most of the benevolent measures of Government urv not published 
'in the press al it is to-day — rather they criticise the attitude of Govern- 
ment — Government should have a press. I fully agree that there should 
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be a Publicity Department, but as to the cost of this department I 
cannot support it. This department was started 3 or 4 years back and 
the cost was Rs. 1 lakh. Now we find that it is more than Rs. 3 lakhs. 
I would suggest that the cost in this department should be reduced, 
but I maintain, Sir, that there is necessity for a department like this. 

Then there are other departments where the cost has gone up, and 
I would suggest that an attempt should be made to reduce the cost. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the time has come when we must demand that 
Government should make an attempt to reduce the cost of administra- 
tion and utilize money to he realised for the nation-building depart- 
ments. 

With these words, Sir, I suggest that the cost of administration he 
reduced. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-5 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m, on Tuesday, the lltli March, 
1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, ou Tuesday, 
the 11th March, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azi/.ri, Uaqi’k, c.i.k., 
Khan Bahadur) in the ('hair, It Hon’hle Ministers and 1HG members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Rent of the office building of the Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

# 140. Maufvi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the office of the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust is located in hired building? 

(b) It the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’bie 
Minister be pleased to stute — 

(i) the name of the owner or owners of the building; 

( it ) the amount of rent the Trust have to pay for it; and 

(iii) whether no acquired building of the Trust can be utilised for 
the purpose? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH end LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habi- 
buflah Bahadur, of Daooa): (a) Yes. 

(b) (?) The South British Insurance Company. 

(t?) Rs. 2,843-7 per mensem inclusive of the Corporation rates and 
taxes. 

fill) \o. The Trust seldom acquire a good office building In a 
tentral locality except when its demolition is inevitable for the purpose 

of a scheme. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what has been the total amount of money lip to date 
spent over such monthly rents? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

I want notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state for how many years the offices of the Improve- 
ment Trust have been located in these premises? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

These premises have been taken on a lease for f> years. I do not know 
for how many years they have Wen located there. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Humble 
Minister be pleased to state on which year were thoe premises taken on 
lease P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Mr. 8AN8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government have considered it worth while 
purchasing or acquiring a building 1 in order to save these inordinate 
monthly rents? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not ari^e That is a niattei for 
the ImproNement Trust and not tor the Government. 

*141. Mr. 8PEAKER: As the Hon'ble Mr Suhrnwardy i* absent, 
this question will stand over for tin* present 


Death of two prisoners in Dinajpur Jail. 

•142. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails! Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Rupeshwar Barman and Maniram Barman, two 
Defence of India Rules convict prisoners, died in the Dinajpur Jail 
recently in January last? 

(h) If the answer to («! is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the dates on which they died; 

{it) the diseases of which they died; 
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(iii) when they were attacked with the diseases they died of; 

(ir) when they were admitted into the jail hospital for treatment; 

( v) whether the relatives of the deceased prisoners were intimated 
of their illness when it took serious turn; if so, when; 
in) the last dates up till which they wore outfaced in jail task 
before admission into the hospital; 

{rm what were their task or tasks in the jail; 

<!•///> what were then lespective weights when they were first 
admitted into the jail ; 

(,r) whether their weights were taken last before their death; 

< r\ t lie dates they were admitted in the jail; and 
( n • the dates on which they were convicted? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Minister in charge of the Home Depart- 
ment): ifr So one with these names was admitted into tin* Dinajpur 
Jail under the Defence of India Rules 
* h * J)<»es not arise 

Mr. PREMHARI BARM A: Will the Llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
statf whether there has been nn\ death of any of the Defence of India 
Rules' prisoner', in the Dinajpur Jail? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: No 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Dou ble Minister be 
plea-ed to state if any prisoners of these names were admitted into the 
Diiuipur Jail for offences under an\ Rule or Act other than tlie Defence 
of India Rules? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the reply just now 
given, will the lion* hie Minister he pleased to state whether these 
prisoners are alive or dead? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: They are dead. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Did tjtey die in the Dinajpur 
Jailf 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY f*RASAD SINCH ROY: Yea. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what diseases they died of? 


The Hoft*be 8fr BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Pneumonia. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU* When were they — both of them — 
attacked by this disease P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think it is only fair to say that this question 
should have been answered, although these prisoners were not admitted 
under the Defence of India Rules. The crux of the question was not 
whether they were admitted under the Defence of India Rules, but 
whether they died. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, we thought 
otherwise. We thought that the crux of the question was the Defence 
of India Rules, because my honourable friend takes special interest in 
the Defence of India Rules’ prisoners. 

Mr. 8AN8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* Sir, we are extremely grate- 
ful to you 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. I hold that this question should be 
answered deleting the words “Defence of India Rules.” 


Classification and allowance of persons dealt with under Defence of 
India Act Rules. 

•143. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: u i) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(0 the number of jiersons who have up till now been — 

(1) externed, 

(2) interned, 

(3) detained, 

(4) convicted, and 
(b) imprisoned 

uncler the Defence of India Act Rules; and . 


(ti) whether any allowance has been granted to any of them Y 
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{ b ) If the answer to (a) (if) is in the affirmative, will the Hon* hie 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(1) to whom the allowance has been given ; 

(it) the amount given to each ; and 

( tii ) the date from which it was given? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many of the 
convicted and imprisoned persons have l>een placed in — 

( 1 ) Division I ; 

(2) Division 11; and 

(3) Division III? 

(d) Will the Hun'hle Minister l>e pleased to state what facilities are 
given to those detained and imprisoned persons as regards reading ot 
newspapers V 

( f *) Are the\ allovusl to read the Amritu Bazar I'atrtka, H tmlutUuin 
Standard, Ananda Bazar I'atrika and Jugantar* 

(f) It **o, whether the) are supplied by the Government? 

iy) Will the Uon’blo Minister l>e pleased to state whether there is 
any lestriction, as regards those detained and imprisoned arsons, in 
the matter of interviews and correspondence ? 

(//) If so, what are these restrictions? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) 


(1) 413 'l 

(2) 27 

(3) 140 ; 

(4) 895 | 


y to 31st January, 1941. 


(,5) Not readily available. 


(it) Yes. 

( b ) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(c) The labour and time involved in compiling the required inform- 
ation regai ding the classification of all the persona imprisoned under 
the Defence of India Rules up to now would not lie commensurate with 
the result. The figures for the actual number of Defence of India Rules 
prisoners in jail on the 28th Januarv, DM1, as follows: — 

• t . 

* Division I-*-15. 


Division II — 65. 
Division III — 152. 
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(d) to (f) Convicted prisoners in Divisions I and II and persons 
detained under rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules are supplied with 
the daily Statesman and Azad and prisoners in Division III with 
Banglar KatJia at Government cost. Persons detained under rule 26, 
Defence of India Rules, may also obtain at their own cost other news- 
papers as in the list, a copy of which is placed in the Library. 

Persons detained under rule 129 of the Defence of India Rules may 
obtain at their own cost any of the newspapers mentioned in the list, 
a copy of which is also laid on the Library table. 

{<}) Yes. 

(h) I am unable to supply the information in the public interest. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY* Sir, I desire to draw your attention 
to answer (c) given by the Hon’ble Minister where he says that the 
labour and time involved in compiling the required information regard- 
ing the classification of all the persons imprisoned under the Defence 
of India Rules up to now would not be commensurate with the result. 
Sir, the Hon’ble Minister is not concerned with the result, but it is 
we who are concerned with the result, and this opinion we do not want 
from the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Any way, that is a parliamentary form sanctified 
by usage. 

Mr. 8AN8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: This is polite refusal 


Mr. 8PEAKER: If you insist, then the next answer will be that 
it is not in the public interest to disclose the information ! (laughter. ) 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if under rule 617 of the Jail Code these prisoners are 
entitled to he classified under Division III only. 

Tht Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes, according to 
the education and status of each person. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stute what are the educational and status qualificaticns of 
these 162 prisoners ? 4 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I ask for notice. 
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Rules for awarding divisions to convicted and under-trial prisoners. 

•144, Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: \a) Will the llon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home flails) Department l>e pleused to state 
whether there aie any rules for classifying convicted and under-trial 
prisoners into divisions? 

{l>) If so, will the Double Ministei l>e pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of those rules? 

(c) Is it a fact that Bahus Auukul Chandra Chattel jee, Shyamapada 
Chakravarty, Anil Kumai Mukheij<*e, Kohitii Kalita Bhattacharjee, 
Halidas Banerjee, Kartik Chandra Datta, Bogola Krasanna Guha, 
Maklian ('handra Kar, Kshetra Mohan IX* and Nityaranjan IX* who, have 
all been convicted for political offences in the District Court of Karidpur 
in 1940 have l>eeu put in Division III? 

(d) Is it a fact — 

(/) that Balm Anukul ('handra Chutterjee who is a Muktear, and 
a few others among the alsivementioned prisoners were put 
in Division II by the District Magistrate of Karidpur; and 
(n) that they were subsequently given Division 111 under Govern- 
ment Order? 

(c) It the answer to (d) {it) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(6) The hououiable member is retened to rules <>17 and 010 of 
the Bengal Jail Code, Volume 1, Se\enth Edition, a copy of which is 
in the Library . 

{c) Of the jiersons named, Kshetra Nath IV has been convicted for 
offence under the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act and 
the remaining nine |K*rsons have l**en convicted under the Defence of 
India Rules. All of them were placed in Division III. 

(d) YVs, but Anukul Chandra Cliatterjee has sipce been placed in 
Division II on a review of his case. 

(e) Because they were not considered eligible for Division II. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Wit* reference to answer (e) f 
wilPthe Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who have considered them 
"not to be eligible for Division II P 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government are in possession of information 
as to the education and social status of the nine prisoners except 
Kshetra Nath De mentioned in question (r)? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Government did 
not come to any decision without consideration of all these factors. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is aware that this Shyamapada 
Chakra varty is a graduate and a son of a lawyer practicing at 
MadaripurP 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to Htate whether he will ask for notice for such informaiion 
about other prisoners also as mentioned in question (c)? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Yes. Sir, I shall 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not possible for the Hon’ble Minister to keep 
information in mind about the education and social status of all the 
8 or 9 prisoners. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : With reference to answer 
( d ), will the Hon’ble Miuister be pleased to state at whose instance the 
review of the case was made? 

The Hon’ble 8lr BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Government did 
it on their own initiative. 

Rfti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government is prepared to review the bother 
cases also if sufficient facts are placed before them for placing these 
prisoners in Division IIP 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Outbreak of smallpox epidemic in Bengal. 

•145. Mr. JNANENpRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local flfelf- 
Goverament Department aware — 

(D that late winter and early spring is the time in the year when 
smallpox breaks out in epidemic form all over Bengal; and 
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(it) that the present arrangements for inoculating the people of 
the countryside with anti-pox vaccines fall far short of actual 
requirements 1* 


( b ) If so, will the lion* hie Minister he pleased to state what steps, 
if any, Government have taken so tar, except issuing certain posters, 
to prevent these outbreaks ? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Minister eousideiing the desirability and the 
urgent necessity of sending emergent \ \accmation squads to the luial 
neas so as to cover even locality ot the Piovinco? 

{d) Is he avvaie that there aie m vogue in mans towns and in the 
countVvside very effective imhgenous and sjiecial methods oi treatment 
jf smallpox ? 

(r) Is he aware that a eeitain plemlei of the Mvmensingh hai is 
well known in his locality t<u hi* indigenous method of treatment of 
9,nalljK)X d>oth pie\entive and curative), and has published a hm>k 
dealing with his method of treatment? 

(J) If the answei to (</) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
tei l>e pleased to take stejw to invite and eonsult the gentleman ami 
others known foi theii effective method of tieatment bv indigenous 
methods in ordei to co-oidinnte and develop then methods in a scientific 

wa\ ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

( fl ) u) There is no definite season for the outbreak of smalljH^ though 
it is generally prevalent during wintoi and spring. 

(it) No Theie is adequate stock of siualljxix vacc ine at the Hengal 
Vaccine Institute which is distributed free to local IkhHch on demand 
and the local lsxlies employ vaccinators accoiding to local conditions. 

(b) The following steps are taken by the Public Health Department 
to prevent outbreak of smallpox in an epidemic form : 

(1; grants tiom provincial levenues arc made even >ear to the 
local Innlies for the promotion of ftee vaccination in rural 
areas ; 

(2) vaccine lymph is supplied to the local bodies free «ec< rding 
to their requirements; 

(:\) vaccinating lancets are also supplied free to local l»odies; 

(4) whenever and wherever necessary medical licentiates and 
# sanitary inspectors and Special Inspectors of Vaf-cinution Aie 
deputed by the Public Ilealth Department to assist local 
bodies in combating outbreaks of smallpox, and 
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(6) Smallpox reflations under the Epidemic Diseases Act are 
enforced whenever occasion demands. 

(c) The member is referred to item (4) of the answer given in reply 
to clause (b). It may also be stated for the information of the member 
that a comprehensive scheme for accelerating vaccination and revacci- 
nation on an extensive scale according to definite programme is under 
the consideration of Government. 

(d) Government aie aware that various kinds id indigenous methods 
of treatment of smallpox are practised in this Province. 

( e ) Government are aware that one Mr. Nagendra Nath Mazumdar, 
n.L., of the Mymensingh Bar, carries on practice in his locality under 
his indigenous method of treatment of smallpox based on the 
“Ayurvedic system’'. 

As regards the publication of a book by Mr. Mazumdar dealing with 
his method of treatment Government have no information. 

(/) Government will not Ik* justified on the inhumation available 
in undertaking an investigation of such methods ot treatment, but on 
the other hand they will Ik* willing to considei an enquiry into the 
nature and effect of the systems ot treatment, piouded all materials 
are placed at their disposal. 


Grant-in-aid to Domohoni High English School. 

*146. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether he has received 
a representation from the General Manager, Eastern Bengal Railway, 
for the increase of the grant-in-aid for Domohoni High English School? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, 
if any, has been taken in the matter? 


MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Pazlul Huq): pi) Yes. 

{b) The school at present gets a grant of Kb. 100 per month from this 

department. It has not been possible to give this school any additional 

grant out of the small extra lump provision in the current year’s budget. 

Endeavour will, however, be made to give the school such a grant from 

the additionalallotment rn the next year’s budget. 

+ *. 

The Inspector of Schools, Kajshahi Division, is beiirg requested to 

give this school a lump grant out of savings in his normal allotment 

during the current year, if possible. 
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Construction of a road in spill area on the right bank of the 
Damodar river. 

•147. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: u/) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications ami Works Department be 
pleased to state whether Government have issued any order for the con- 
struction of the road in spill area on the right side of the Damodar river 
in continuation of the new Ronald’s Road to Arumbagh? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the non-existence of any road 
in the said area causes inconvenience to the travelling public Y 

(c) Have the Government reeeived any representation for the con- 
struction of the said road? 

(d) If the answers to (/;) and {<) are in the aftirnmtive, will the 
Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state what action the Government pro- 
pose to take ill the mattei ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja 8rischandra Nandy, ol 
Cossim bazar): (tv) It has not been possible tor (no eminent to issue 
orders tor the construction of that portion of the Hurdwan-Arumbttgh 
Road across the spill area on the right hank of the Damodai river. The 
honourable member will lecall that in reply to bis starred question in 
the August Session last \ear, I referred to a low level road across this 
area. It is considered that the construction of such a mad nia> interfere 
with the drainage and affect tin* health of the locality. This aspect of 
the case is being further explored b\ m\ Irrigation advisers. 

Although not up to the standard of the remainder of the new road 
which is nearing completion I would point out that there is an existing 
District Hoard road across the spill area. 

(r) The answer is in the negative. 

(d) I have explained the present position and we must await the 
recommendation of the Irrigation Officers. 

Management of Hybatnagar estate by Court of Ward*. 

•14S. Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Depaitment 1 m* pleased to state— 

(t) when the Hybatnagar estate (Kishoreganj, Mymensingh), wu 

first taken up by the Court of Wards; 

(u) what was the liability of the estate aUhat time; stating therein 

* th% principal and interest; 

(in') what amount among tjie principal and interest have been paid 
up to 1940; 
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(iv) what is the outstanding dues at present, interest and principal 

to be stated separately; and 

(?;) what is the rate of interest of these debts? 

(b) Has the General Manager, Court of Wards, Mymensingh, taken 
any steps under the Money-lenders Act, 1939, to get any relief there- 
under for this estate? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): («) (0 On the 12th May, 1926. 

(tt) to (iv) A statement is laid on the table. 

(v) Kate of interest for the debts varies from 6 per cent, to 9 per 
cent, per annum. 

(b) Necessary steps are being taken. 

(r) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause* (a) (n) to (ii) of starred 
question Xo. 14$. 



Principal. 


Interest. 


Us. 


Us. 

(ii) Liability at tho time 
of assumption 

160,031 


81,261 

Debt incurs d during 
Court's management 

38.223 

Accrue ] during Court’s 
management 

1,78,413 

Total 

2.98,254 


2.59,077 

(in) Puid up to 1940 

1,35,941 


2,29.548 

Reduced by compro- 
mise 

810 


1,573 

(iv) Outstanding duos 

1,61.494 


28,556 


Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: Will the Uou’ble Minister l>e pleased to state, 
with reference to answer (ii), whether the principal stated herein is 
the renewed principal including any previous interest or the original 
principal P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: That was the" 
liability at the time of the assumption of the estate. 
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M&llivi MD. I8RAIL: My question has not been properly answered, 
Sir. I want to know whether this principal represents the original 
principal — I mean, the principal amount taken from the creditor, or it 
includes interest as well. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I want notice 

Mauhri MD. I8RAIL: W ill the Hon’lde Minister bo pleased to state, 
with reference to answer in), why the Court of Wards incurred debts 
during their management? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: During the period 
of depression in the course ot their management collections wtre had 
and naturally there were arrears of revenue. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Training and registration of “dais”. 

52. Mis$ P. B. BELL-HART : (a i Will the iIon’ble # M mister in 
charge ot the Public Health and Local SelMiovernmont Department 
be pleased to state what steps have been taken regarding — 

(/> the training and registration of dais; and 

(u\ the supervision ot their work in municipalities and rural 
areas ? 


{?*>' Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state whether any 
scheme is under consideration for improvement in the training, super- 
vision and registration of dais'? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the lion 'hie 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Mawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

(a) Government make an annual oontrihutioutof He. 15 00(1 to the local 
bodi?s toward^ the cost of training of dais. There is a* provision for 
registration and control of dais in the Bengal Municipal Act. The 
question of framing necessary rules under the Bengal Municipal Act 
foi* the registration of dais and supervision of their work in municipal 
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areas is under the consideration of Government. The necessary amend* 
ment of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act in this regard is also 
under examination. 

(b) A scheme for improvement in the training of dais is already 
under my consideration. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

Settlement Office buildings at Rangpur. 

53. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hnn’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Deportment Ik- pleased to state — 

(a) when the construction of the Settlement Office buildings at 

Rangpur was taken up; 

(b) when it was completed; and 

(c) how the building is being used now? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) Ma \. 1931. 
(b) 29th November, 1931. 

(t?) The building is now being used b\ the Police Department as an 
office. 


Facilities to the boarders of the Bethune College Hostel. 

54. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI HAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge ot the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the number of boarders now residing at the Bethune Women’s 
Hostel ; and 

(//) the area of the dormiton and the space for each boarder? 

(b) is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is not sufficient space 
for each boarder from view-points of sanitation and health? 

( c ) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is the Ilon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of removing some of the boarders from that 
hostel to the attached hostel? 

(d) What steps, if any, do the Government contemplate for taking 
the boarders for morning walk under proper care at the adjoining 
Cornwallis Square in the morning when it is reserved for women folk? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (/) 7*. 

(ii) 3,148 square feet exclusive of dressing, dining, study and sick 
looms, the areas of which latter rooms are 877 square feet, 1,020 square 
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feot, 2,068 square feet and 418 square feet, respectively. Thus more 
than 79 square feet is available per boarder for sleeping, dressing aud 
study, 

(6) No, 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) During holidays the boarders are taken to the adjacent square 
for their morning walk; on other days they use the College compound 
extending roughly over 14 or 1 ”> bighas of land. The arrangement is 
considered suitable 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Resnscitation of the river Atrai and its tributary in Ra|shahi district. 

*117. Mauivi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: «n K the linn hie 
Minister in charge of t lu* ('ominuiiirntiniis and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aw an* that the Atrai and its tributary the Gur, the only 
two surviving rivers in the district oi Hajshahi, have begun silling 
up so much so that they completely dry out in certain pla<es during 
the summer months causing great inconvenience to the local trade, 
communication and harm to public health? 

i In If the answer to ui) is in the affirmative, will the llon’hlc 
Minister he pleased to state the steps, if any. taken by Government in 
thb connection Y 

(n It the answer to [h) is in the negative, is the lfott’hlc Minister 
considering the desirability of having the matter thoroughly investi- 
gated by experts tor tin* purpose of formulating a si heme for resuscita- 
tion of the rivers immediately? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) It is not correct to say that the rivers Atrai and Gur are the only 
two surviving rivers in the Rajshahi district since two other rivers, 
namely, the Padma and its branch the Bora), exist in the district in a 
quite healthy conditio*. The Atrai and the Gur were formerly in 
much better condition when the Teesta floods used to flow through them. 
But as soon as they were cut off from the T^eesta these rivers shrank 
and«in their present condition they can only drain their local catch- 
Ihent areas. They are more or less stable now, showing only a slight 
improvement in a year of heavy rainfall or a flight deterioration when 
rainfall is deficient. 
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ib) and ( c) Contour survey of the area through which the rivers 
flow has just been Commenced with a view to collecting data required 
for the preparation of a flushing scheme for the improvement of the 
rivers. 


Outbreak of malaria and distribution of quinine in certain districts. 

•114. Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment aware of the fact that there has been an outbreak of malaria in 
the current year in the districts of Murshidabad, Nadia and .Tessore 
and also in some parts of North Bengal? 

ib) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) whether any special measures, preventive or curative, have 
been taken to combat the disease this year in the areas 
affected ; and 

(u) what are the quantities of quinine placed under the disposal 
of the District Hoards of Murshidabad, Nadia, .Tessore, 
Malda, Kajsliahi and Bogra during the current year as com- 
pared with the last years for free (list i ibution to tin* poorer 
people of (he areas concerned? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Government have so fat failed to supply the 
District Board of Nadia with even their minimum requisition and 
consequently the District Boa id Health Officer has informed some 
Union Boards of his inability to supply any quinine for free distribu- 
tion? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) Yes. 

[l» {i) Statements showing special measures taken by the (1) Public 
Health Department and UM District Boards concerned are laid on the 
Library table. 

{ii) A statement is laid ou the Library table. 

(c^ The District Health Officer, Nadia, did not inform any Union 
Board about his inability to supply quinine except in case of dispen- 
saries which separately receive Government supply. It appears from 
the invoices and intimations received in the office of the Director of 
Public Health up till tip* end of November that quinine and cinchona 
worth Ra. 10,655 have already been supplied to the District Board of 
Nadia by the Presidency Jail. The production of quinine sulphate 
and cinchona febrifuge tablets being insufficient this year, all the 
District Boards including Nadia have been instructed to submit their 
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indents to the Presidency Jail according to the time sc hedule prescribed 
by the Superintendent, Cinchona Cultivation. Arrangements have 
sinc6 been made to meet the demands of all District Hoards for tablets 
by conversion of quinine and cinchona febrifuge powder into tablets. 

Tuberculosis in a certain village of Faritfpur district. 

•115. Maulvi AZHAR ALI : (a) Is tlie Double Minister in (barge 
of the Public Health (Medical) Department aware of the fact that 
owing to the prevalence of tuberculosis, the village llahashpur, police- 
station Pangsha, in tin* distri* t of Faiidpur, is becoming depopulated ? 

(b) Will the Hon ble Minister he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(C the number of persons attacked with tuberculosis; 

(/*> the number treated medically; and 

tin) the number oi deaths fioiu tuberculosis dining tin* last ten 
years in tin* said ullage? 

w » Will the Hon *lde Minister be pleased to state tin* step Govern* 
merit proposes to take tor the protection ot the \illagers from further 
attack ot tuberculosis'* 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Un Government are not aware that incidence oi tuberculosis is larger 
in llahashpur village than in any other village in Itengul. The 
population of llahashpur village is definitely on the increase The 
District Magistrate or the Suhdiv isional Officer has not received any 
report that there is abnormal incidence of tuberculosis in that village. 

{b i No authentic statistics are available for tins or any other parti- 
cular village. Copies of the letters from the District Health Officer, 
the Secretary, Hfiigal Tuberculosis Association, and the Second Vice- 
Chairman, Faridpur District Hoard, are laid on the Library table for 
general information of the honourable member. 

(o) Government have already under consideration a provincial 
scheme for control of tuberculosis. Parts of the at heme have already 
been put into effect, and it is proposed to put another important item 
in effect in regard to establishment of Tuberculosis Clinics in the 
ensuing year. 

(After starred question No. 141 was called out.; 

ft r. 8PE4KER: Mr. Suhrawardv, I am thinking bat when an 
Hon ble Minister is absent from the House without previous notice, 
I should start a poor box to which the Hon’ble Minister will have to 
contribute something as fine. ( Laughter.) 
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The Hoil’We Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: I think it is a deserved 
penalty. 

Communal representation on the staff of Official Reporters in Bengal 

Legislatures. 

*141. Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

0) the total strength of the Official Reporters in both the Houses 
of Legislature ; 

(ii) the number of them that are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims; and 

(Hi) whether it constitutes a cadre by itself? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the rule of communal ratio is 
maintained with regurd to recruitment to this service? 

(e) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof? 

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): (a) (i) and (//) Assembly — Muslims nil and non- 
Muslims 6. 

Council — Muslims nil and non-Muslims 4. 

(a) (/?/), (b) and (c) With effect from the 28th November, 1940, the 
reporting staffs of the Council and Assembly Departments were 
separated from the cadre of Secretariat stenographers and placed whole 
time under the Council and Assembly Departments respectively. So 
long as there is any stenographer in the Secretariat cadre who had a 
lien on a permanent post in the combined cadre on the 27th November, 
1940, and has the requisite qualifications, vacancies in the reporting 
staffs will be filled by absorption from the cadre of Secretariat steno- 
graphers. Thereafter recruitment will be subject to the Bengal 
Services Recruitment (Communal Ratio! Rules, 1940. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With reference to answer 
(a) (0 and (i/!, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many 
of these 10 non-Muslims are Bengali non-Muslims and how many are 
non-Bengali non-MuslimA? 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I would like to have 
* notice. 
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Point of Privilege, 

$HJut NARENDRA HATH DAS GUPTA: On a point of privilege. 
Sir. I gave notice of some motions which have been disallowed by 
you and the motions related to the grievances of Hindus all over Bengal. 
They are labouring under this communal administration, and iu the 
case of one I pointed out that the Hindus of Gurudaspur approached 
His Excellency the Governor for redress and he replied to move this 
before the legislature 

Mr. SPEAKER: Pie use don’t mention the facts 

8rijut HARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Here also you have dis- 
allowed those questions. Under the circumstances, f find that even 
here the Hindus have no hope of finding any justice in this Legislature 
and as a protest I withdraw from this House 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may do s<>. 

(The member then withdrew Horn the House.) 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

25— General Administration— General Administration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: ! think that the retrenchment motion is now (dosed 
except for reply . 

Mr. Sahedali, do you want to num* motion No IJ that stands in 
your name? 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Yes, Sir 1 heg to movr that the demand of 
Rs l t J7,0(),(MM) for expenditure under the head “‘Jo- General Adminis- 
tration’ ’ he reduced by Rs. KM). 

Sir, so far as the question of abolition of nomination is concerned, 
it is a crying need of Bengal. In 19'H> our leader was the Hon’hle 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq and he gave extended assurances to the jH*opIe 
that if he once became the head of Government lie would do away with 
the system of nomination. Four years have passed and only one year 
now remains. (Mr. Kasanka Skkhak Sanyai. : Not even one year. 
Only a few months remain.) Even now we d§ not see, Sir, any glimpse 
of (He abolition of the system of nomination. Sir, the svfrtera of nomina- 
tion is a bad practice, and it has given rise to corruption and bribery' 
in the locality. People think*that if they have got sufficient money they 
will be able to get nomination and rule over the people of the locality. * 
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Generally the persons who cannot get themselves electe'd go to the local 
bodies through the back door of nomination. At the time when 
Mr. Nausher Ali was a Minister, he gave us an assurance that if a 
man cannot gety himself elected he will never be nominated. But at 
the present time, Sir, to our utter surprise we find that a man who 
fails to get himself elected generally gets nomination. (Mr. Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal: Shame! shame!) What is the reason, Sir? The 
reason is that they can nowadays approach the men in authority and 
easily induce them to give them nomination. For this reason the people 
in the locality think that the days of honesty have gone and corruption 
and bribery prevail in the province and they can get their desire for 
membership satisfied, provided that they have got enough money. 

Now, Sir, as regards the evils of nomination, I can show them 
by citing one example. In police-station Daudkandi in the district of 
Tippera some people were nominated to the Debt Settlement Board and 
an award was given by tin* Board. But for some reason they had to 
alter the award because there was the name of a man who was not a 
member of the Board on the date on which the award was given. It 
was brought to the notice ot the Suhdi visional Officer and he gave an 
assurance that he would see to it, tint up till now there has been; no 
remedy. A person who can sign his name, a man who can anle-date 
his signature can go scot-free even though the matter was brought to 
the notice of the authority concerned. 

Now, Sir, local iMxlies are self-governing institutions, hut from our 
practical experience we find that they are only other governing institu- 
tions and non self-governing institutions. For example. Sir. in the 
Tippera District. Board there will he 44 seats, out of which 44 will he 
elected and 11 will be nominated. In the general election as many as 
21 members! of the Opposition were elected as against 12 men elected 
from the Government Group, but by nomination Government can get 
a majority and as a result there will he 24 members -from the Govern- 
ment Group, while the elected members will only be 21. Though the 
people wish that they will govern themselves according to their own 
wish, still as a matter of fact they cannot do so, because the system of 
nomination stands in the way. Therefore, Sir, 1 say that these are 
not self-governing institutions, rather they are Government governing 
institutions. It is entirely a misnomer. 

Secondly, Sir, I come to the ballot system. In the election of 
members to the Assembly and Council, there is the ballot system of 
voting. Even now we fi*id that in some of the local board elections 
there is a ballot system of voting. But so far as the vnion Imard is 
concerned, up till now Government have not taken any steps to remove 
that difficulty. At the time of the election whenever the local President 
or any Khan Bahadur or Rai Bahadur is sitting by the side of the 



1941.] 


DEMAND FOR OR ANT. 


73 


polling officer, these ignorant and illiterate people get afraid and they 
generally name the man who is sitting by the side of the polling officer. 
They cannot exercise their free will in voting. Why speak of these 
ignorant and illiterate people ! This has been very dear by the example 
shown in electing the members of the Upper House from this Assembly. 
There is a ease now before the Election Tribunal. You have seen, Sir, 
bow the members of the Coalition (troop have admitted before the 
Tribunal that they got terrified, that they thought that they would be 
beaten, and that they would be insulted, and hence they were compelled 
to give vote even for the man who was not liked by them. Mv submis- 
sion is that it all this is possible in the case of members of this Assembly 
who are educated and who have got responsibility, we cannot sav what 
is the extent and nature of the terror so far as the rural people are 
concerned. So, only to make flu- Government more efficient, only for 
the good name of the (internment and because of the hope that has been 
held out by the Government, 1 suggest that the ballot system of 
voting should he introduced in all local bodies. 

Lftsth , Sir, T want to deal with the introduction ot male adult 
franchise to all local bodies. In respect ot the Assembly, a man 
paying a rate of (i annas can take pm t in the election of members to 
the Assembly and exercise bis vote Hut so far us the district board 
is concerned, a man who pays less than one rupee as a rate is not 
entitled to give a vote. The people there cannot exercise the right of 
voting because they are not given that right. Our popular Ministers 
generalh boast that they arc ruling here only for the masses. The\ 
want to do good to the masses. In that case, they ought to know the 
desire of tin* masses. Therefore I do re<juesf the Hon’ Ido M blisters to 
introduce male adult franchise to all local bodies. 

Maulvi ABDUL WANED : T5t *fft ^ y\ ftr* 

Cl Tl CfYTXCW C* | vr fa rrp’ bi 

tpfl Wt ?. i c?tw c?pt? csttfa tptti Tifm 

Cottfcr -TffirfVs *rcO 5 r1% i 

(TTfaT z 4$ Vff3frf55 ^ ytTfftW jt ft lift, 

vtwrtPK** ci cfe 'arfipm r*cz *n[< -rfvz 4*: wz 

to vttfrs, m ^ wnfirsi tow 

•ffi'W'ltd TOTOt? ERT TOffr C$b TOR TOR 4TO?f OftCTO 

tor TOFlft && i toj cTO^fro tf^ 

m frfnr tf* ft, $, TOi tr? cttf?r f^rt 

Trtwzjjg, 4TO fa wtei ufarors to? to* *n c 3 ^ ^TiSfro*? cftc&s Stot tu-r? 

miV$\ TOR TOfa* ^faTOt, 4*1, ft, *5, 4 CTO m CWlZ$ v tt£4 

stcro* *tt3TOr 4*fr faro >Hi tof i cfc gt<fhn ztm c^tror 
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c*t$ui 4m i 4^fci e’pn' 

farto 4* d, A'fau -im matter <artotoi d *fto mlto 

WfCW to 'Zftt 7 ! ToR CRR 7 r M% OtUf CTltTOH I to 

(7\ to4R mvc^ tt^r ’smrvim tffetmtos tors cm ^n 

my i & my armTtmydR TOf drgsfa mymtft ^fwr *tf%m erram i 
mto clc4 tof tfsr m ■*, did "mem? *3t^n m^rRm* d*fi *tr 

4*1, fe, 3, toR *^3 RCR I 4^ TR CRtCRR ^tffa W5 

?pFW «H4H "tf^ 5 d£ I 4^ ^my stop? ^T CH ' W 

RtoRdR C 53 R f^TTT I 4 * std to ^RT-ftmT it? cftcr 

toiR i toemy tormR to toftfi *? g fR gh i mstRfs mm, 
4 * tocr-pr trm tons rrpi i ton 4 ^ toc& to *[fto? cm ffe 4 m 
^fcy &ta c 5 ^ mft ctos i 

4^y *r mft ctofe ctw ctoR, 71 m ^n<m e t fe^j to^ <?fa*Ri 
RfaFtto dfid Cotl' to '-im I yl 4 (to ^SfmR dtC^ frr m r RC R 

trt[ d*fi *jr d mr (?fttmi rn^pft enm tomr 4m mm ^ ‘^rr ^toR 
4 m toftemy tostltoy m v i? to didd, ijtm ertemn ^ftoi ness eft 
tr m^pt cmrm csft to v iigr 4 ^ cm gt 4 ^ my ctoyRtora 
cm tomy 4^* ^Fn irfTRR erm rm i mft to,to ^prnm 
faftn: ctoytoR i totoR ci 4^ mr dT# r #R ^i? rsmtf 

mm?rm: « to* i -m qtem m^m s to? c^ i 4m? 

to CFtCR to'/fl <? ft n\ toft frfTR ^ I 4 ^ TR m^rm C^S ^ 

cym^y ertem . m croy cg ~tnr re*y 

& wn m? mvs c*m 3tm f% erm 4^1 csto mey 1 crnmtQ 

fry^m cmc^i^ — emmn mm?y i csfr c?&m? mm 

^rm^RM trtr;‘R m 4^ mr? c?im cstfr toy vtm 1 ct^rt 

mft cypyf^ ci otl’R cstcR mm?! rsm tor? 1 tom emtey 

4 mff tom tffs Tytmrtm 5S cwfe 1 ’ttom m 

toftm* mny cf^Ti cm , mr 5 R tfto^ 1 4 ^ ^ito^^y toftto 

Tmrm to cm erm fw^ ^ttoy c*r, to tosr^ fto^ 

^fti^y Sm ^tto $?m totoR to ^mt<rtm: c R to erref ^ imt ? Sff 
v rtom m to^R? mm wji s tffi’tto od ’srttosm coti^ fto ^tfeR 
1 w*w cttrnrm crrni cm ^ to tosR cito an eFto 1 mw$ 
tiIw ^Tm4R«mr ^ cstfi to trfitor ^tor* ^ 

c*rs7i 4R <?m *m <X5<c*z*fa ontte tv® my <m cm 

toy m i myi 4 W c^n mey ci *foR 3 tffe. 

<p fft 4ftt4t4 CFil C^RC^H | iTtft 4^Tl ^CmPICR mTO OT^f^TR 4W 5 ! 
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The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, as far as I remember, this question was discussed once before on 
the floor of this House, and while replying to that I gave as my personal 
opinion that I for myself wanted that nominations should go. And I 
have come to that conclusion after having been the Minister of Local 
Self-Government, that nomination should go, because it would save the 
Minister a grout deal of trouble from both his friends as well as his 
enemies. Since then I have been considering what would be the best 
method to deal with this question, so that it might enable me to bring 
in ia Rill in which all these questions of nomination as well as adult 
franchise and the ballot system would be incorporated and place it 
before this House for its decision. A Special Officer w ? as appointed and 
the Special Officer has submitted his rejKirt, and the Bill by the depart- 
ment is ready and has been placed before the Cabinet. In the mean- 
time, we have tried and got opinions from all classes of people who may 
be affected by these measures, and 1 must say that opinion is so divergent 
that 1 do not know what eventually is going to happen in the House. 
For example, the people from West Bengal are horrified when they hear 
that nominations are going to 1 h> given up, while I know my friends 
from East Bengal are determined somehow that nominations should 
be given up and there should Ik 1 election without any nomination at 
all. 

Now, Sir, Government has to think about the problems of minoii- 
tieB. For, in a place like Mymensingh, if nomination be given up, 
Muslims having 85 per cent. ]>opulation will be elected and not a Hindu 
will come in. Then what will happen to the Hindus who lm\e got just 
as much right of !>eing represented as the other community 'f These 
are quest ions of a \ery impnitant character. As 1 have already inform- 
ed the House, the department has submitted a Bill before the Cabinet, 
and I am sure that this matter will be very soon definitely settled and 
will come up before t he House. I would also like to mention here that 
there is already a Select Committee sitting on a private member's Bill 
in regard to the very same question which has l>een moved by a member 
of the Assembly belonging to the Coalition Party and the Select Com- 
mittee will, I am sure, consider all these factors ami when it emerges 
the House will have an opport unity of discussing it. 

Ab regards adult franchise, I will only say that the financial respon- 
sibilities will be very heavy. If von have adult franchise the district 
board» will not be able to pay for election, and the burden will either 
fall on the provincial revenues or some other source. But, as I have 
already mentioned. Govei ament has been considering this, and I trust 
by the July session we shall have definite Bills — the v illage Self- 
Government Bill and the Municipal Bill — reflecting the desire in a way 
of my friend who has moved this motion. 
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friend Mr. Bokainagari — I think I am pronouncing the name 
correctly has been talking about nominations and the wav in which 
nominations have been given. Sir, 1 totally deny the charge. 1 say 
that nominations have been given by the District Magistrates keeping 
in view of the local eondit.ons and keeping in view that the people 
recommended are fit. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Shahedali has said that In nominations, majority 
has been turned into minority. I can tell the House that while 1 have 
been in charge I have always tried to m*c that in no ease an elected 
majority is turned into a minority by nomination, and if any mein Iter 
can bring to my notice that this has been done even by mistake, 1 say 
that it shall be rectified. It iH never the desire of Government that an 
elected majority should he turned into a minority by these nominations. 

As regards the ballot system ot voting, as I have said, I myself 
approve that there should he a ballot system of voting as it is done in 
the Assembly. But all these matters will be dealt with in a Bill which 
wilTbe brought in later. 

In view of what I have said, I would request the honourable memlier 
to withdraw’ his motion. If not, I shall have to oppose it. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali that the demand of Rs. 1,27,00,000 
for expenditure under ihe head “25 — General Administration” be reduc- 
ed by Bs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Dus, as regards your motion, the difficulty is 
that you have raised a jsiint which 1 think is not in order in connec- 
tion with t he budget cut motion. Show me the relevancy of your 
motion. Alter all Government has not issued any instruction as to the 
treatment to lie meted out to the public. 

Mr. M0NM0HAN DAS: Sir, I think my motion is in order. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: H ow can it be in order!' Dealings meted out to 
the public by the piesent Subdi visional Officer of Kishoregunj is not a 
matter in which the general administration is responsible. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: While wholly appreciating 
the point that you have raised, Sir, would it not he proper for us to 
expect that Mr. Monmohan Das might speak on the general dem&nd 
and in doing bo he might draw ihe attention of the Government to the 
particular grievance as set forth in his motion? 

llf* SPEAKER: Yes, I think that is possible. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* In the meantime, let us go 
over to motion No. 9 of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. I f 27,00,(H)0 for expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration” be reduced by Its. 100. 

Sir, I shall not deal in detail with what the Ministers having been 
in charge of the administration for the past 4 years have done or have 
not done in the interest of the masses. I shall not also deal with what 
Government could have done with the limited powers conferred on them 
under the reformed constitution. I shall not also deal in detail with 
Government’s failure to redeem their pledges to improve the economic 
condition in general and to solve the agrarian problems in particular 
of this province, the problems which are eating the soul of every fainih , 
Hindu or Muslim, living in this province. Sir, l shall only ask the 
Ministers and specially 

Mr. Kpeukei, may I request you that either the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister ot the Hon’ble the Home Minister should he presen 1 ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the Mi nister responsible should l>e present. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sit I shall <>nl> ask ihe 
Ministers, and sj>ocially the Hon’hle Mr. Fazlul Huq. the Chiet Minister, 
to turn his e\ys ujhui the nett result of their achievements during the 
last four \ ears of their regime. Can Mi. Fazlul Huq or un\ other 
Minister deny that the polic\ of their administration has been resjion- 
sihle for having set the hour hand of the clock of national progress of 
this unhapp\ piovince 50 \eais hack 'r Can lie deny that their polit y of 
admimstiation has set the whole province in communal flames-' Can 
he -den \ thal the people hu\e begun to feel that Government have teased 
to iuuctiou in this province* us such ? Siy, after all, what is Govern- 
ment y Government is nothing but the Executive Committee of the 
nut ion living in the* count rv ; and it is the fundamental and foremost 
dut\ of even Government to look to the jieace and prosperity of the 
nation living in that country. Now, Sir, win Mr. Fazlul Huq or any 
other Minister claim or rather say that theft administration has brought 
ubout peace and prosperity for the Bengali nation ? Can any of the 
Ministers contradict me when I sav that the little good that the Ministry 
has done to the peasantry of Bengal lias been more than counterbalanced 
by the evils that have been brought forfh by the policy of the^r adminis- 
tration? Of those evils ihe virus of communalism has been the worst. 
Sir, a feeling' has arisen in this province that one community is ihiling 
over another and this feeling has struck at the root of peace and unity 
in every village. The Muslim cry of Pakisthan hue* vitiated the poli- 
tical atmosphere of this province. Tha spirit ©f nationalism 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, may I sug- 
gest that the honourable member may kindly reserve his sjyeech for the 
outside public? It may help him in his election. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, we take serious objec- 
tion to the remarks of the Hon’ble Minister. Is he entitled to make 
such remarks? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, it is a very 
friendly suggestion that I have made. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: You have no business to 
do so. You are here only as a Minister. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The Hon’ble Minister may feel 
very touchy about the reference to Pakisthan. He is probubh more 
touchy than even his other colleagues in the Coalition Party. Hut that 
is no reason why he should make the suggestion to one of the members 
that he should reseive his speech for the outside public and not tor this 
House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have been feeling that motion No. 9 has nothing 
to do with all that. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir. 1 was onls developing my 
point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You hu\e onl\ lo Npcak with regard to Defence of 
India Rules. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sji, tl.ni in .. maitcr ,)h*t 

rest ^ ,ih>olutel\ with \ ou 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hasbemv, mav I remind you that, you are not 
to function here as an invigilator ot the House. It is a matter for the 
Party Leader or myself. Whatever \pu wanted to tftiy, you have stated 
it once. Don’t rise too often. It will give you trouble to rise river 
and over again. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Sir, you will kindly see the con- 
text of my motion. My motion has reference to the indiscriminate 
application of the Defence of India Rules in the«province of Bengal, and 
l shaft narrate ^he cases of such indiscrimination and in going to place 
' - my case before the House, I was juat speaking about the causes as to 
how this nationalism was crushed and a spirit of communalism rose up 
which was responsible for the indiscriminate application 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid you cannot speak on all those things 
on this motion. This motion is confined purely to the application of the 
Defence of India Kulcs and the granting of allowances. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: All right, Sir. You will please 
listen to me. If you find anything objectionable you will rule me out of 
order. 

Sir, the spirit of nationalism — the fundamental basis of the fight for 
the independence of the country which has been responsible for the 
reformed constitution, the fruits of which the Ministers are enjoying 
to-day — has been pushed to the wall. 

The Muslims have been and are being taught that they do not form 
one nation with the Hindus or other communities living in this country, 
but they form one nation with the Muslims all over the world. 

The Indian National Congress, the only political organisation of this 
country and which alone stood by the Muslims of India when their 
Khiluiut was defiled by the British during and after the last Great War 
of Europe and which still stands to-day as the monument of national 
unity, is being ignored and hated. The workers of the Congress who 
have given their life blood to build the path of national progress and 
to whose blood and ashes, sacrifices and sufferings, the edifice of the 
refoimed constitution owes its birth, are being persecuted in the interests 
of British Imiwrialism, in the name of defence of India. The Defence 
of India Rules are being ruthlessly and indiscriminately applied to the 
vanguards of freedom in this province. It has been pointed out several 
times in this House that the Bengal Ministry have out-IIeroded Herod 
in the application of those rules. What all other piovinces together 
have not done and what even the official-ridden Provincial Government* 
are not doing, the Bengal Government have done with vengeance. All 
public meetings and assemblies, whether in relation to war or otherwise, 
have been banned ail ovei the provinces. Hundreds of arrests and con- 
viction.'' have heen made for holding or participating in meetings or 
assemblies called or gathered for purposes unconnected with war. In 
the name of defence of India, hundreds of arrests and convictions have 
been made, for possessing books or pamphlets, not proscribed but con- 
sidered objectionable by the Intelligence Branch of the Police. Besides, 
hundreds of others have been arrested and detained without trial in the 
name of safety in India. Indiscriminate orders of externment and 
internment also have l^en passed upon about five hundred young men 
of this province. Hundreds of families have been stranded as tf result 
of such unjust and indiscriminate repression. No maintenance allow- 
ance has heen given to the suffering families of the security prisoners, 
exoept in the cases of half a dosen of them and in those cases also a 
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pittance of Rs. 10 or the like has been sanctioned. The externees and 
internees have lost their business or service which has so long been the 
only means of their livelihood and yet they are not to get any allow- 
ance, but are to starve with their families and children. Even the old 
bureaucratic Government felt ashamed of such tyrannous conduct. 
Even they used to grant allowances in such cases. Rut the popular 
Minister would oppress these nationalists with vengeance. Not only 
that, the so-called popular Government have also betrayed their vindic- 
tive mentality in making classifications of the {K)liticul prisoners. There 
have been many cases where the prisoners are entitled under the Jail 
Code to get Division I or IT, having regard to their education, social 
status or method of living, and yet have been placed in Division III. 
And there have lieen many cases also where they are entitled to Divi- 
sion I, but have been placed in Division 11. Even the old bureaucratic 
Government had not made such deliberate or invidious distinction in the 
matter of classification. In IJKJl and llh‘10 all political prisoners were 
given a special class similar to Division 1. Rut the unfortunate fighters 
for the freedom of our country are not to get just and due treatment, 
not to speak of sympathetic treatment in the hands of our own men. I 
wonder bow could the popular Government outride the old bureaucratic 
Government in oppressing the political workers and suppressing the 
political movement. I wonder how could Mr. Fa/.lul lluq be a party *(> 
such oppression and suppression. At the beginning of his regime, on 
several occasions he sympathised with us, hut confessed his difficulty 
in sympathetically dealing with the political prisoners of Rengal. He 
used to tell us that the British steel frame of civil service was still then 
ruling over the destiny of our province. His difficulty was understand- 
able, hut how is it that he has himself heroine a party to such repres- 
sion and oppression ? Did he not remember with a feeling of ginfitude 
the cases of the political sufferers at the time of his election to the 
reformed Legislature . v Was it not out of gratitude to the |M»litieal 
prisoners that he gave his pledge to release them as soon as he got 
power? If that vrtis four years hack, why has Is* changed himself? Is 
it because of his failure as a nationalist to do any good to the country 
that, he' has run mad for destroying everything -that is good? His 
sickening outbursts now and then and at all times lead me to believe 
that with the deliberate object of forgetting his past he is drinking the 
cup of intoxicating communal ism every moment without rest, just a* one 
drinks wiue to he insensate to one’s miseries? Though hoping against 
hope, I shall once to-night request the Hon’hle Mr. Fazlul Huq to he 
awakened about his former self. I shall ask him to shake off his stupor 
to see with his mind's eye how his own countrymen — how the \oung 
men IHiom he # ouce loved and adored for their selfless demotion to the 
■^cause of motherland — are being oppressed and repressed to serve the 
British interests in the name of defence of India, how the innocent 
women and children of the victims of the Defence of India Rules are 
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passing their days without proper food and clothes; and how his once 
dear young men are rotting behind the prison bars for their attempts 
to remove the shackles of slavery from the feet of their motherland. 

1 shall once more request him to release the political workers from 
the clutches of the Defence of India Rules and the Indian Penal Code 
or to remove all their grievances and to grant sufficient allowances to 
their family and children. A few thousand rupees spent in that direc- 
tion will be well spent. If he finds it impossible to do that because of 
the opposition of the reactionary elements still surrounding him let him 
come out of his uncomfortable position and once again join his old 
nationalist friends and assist them in throwing off the yoke of slavery. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8* Mr. Speaker, Sir, T shall say a few words 
with regard to the failure of Government so far as general administra- 
tion is concerned. I submit that Government have failed in controlling 
its executive officers, espeeialy the District and Subdivisional Officers. 
It is evident from facts and circumstances how Government officials — 
Subdivisional and District Officers— deal with the general public, and 
how* the present Government have failed to control their officer*. 

To refer to one concrete case, Sir. I shall cite the conduct of 
Mr. S. N. Raker, i.c.s., Subdivisional Officer of Kislioreganj in the 
district of M,\ mensingh. It is said that we have got provincial auto- 
nomy and that wp live under a democratic Government, but when 1 
shall narrate the incidents relating to the conduct of Mr. Raker, it 
will be seen that we live under an irresponsible and autocratic s\Mem 
of Government Sir, Mr. Bakar has by his terrorising activities and 
high-handedness proved himself a terror to the people of the subdivi- 
sion. He nevei thinks himself to be a public servant, but he thinks 
himself to be a superior master. Of course, the law* compels him to 
address the public, in black and white, as “\our most obedient 
servant,” but his conduct shows that his spirit and nature never 
allow him to think so. 

Sir, this Subdivisional Officer has the sole responsibility for the main- 
tenance of peace and order and the comfort of his subdivision, but 
instead of maintaining peace and order, be has created disorder in the 
minds of the public. As a servant of the popular Government, he 
should have kept himself in touch with the public and the public also 
expect to meet him when necessary. But Mr. Baker is always out of 
touch. Not to speak of the general masses, even the respectable 
gentlemen of the locality cannot get an opportunity of meeting him in 
important functions save and except those who can work at his whims 
and caprices^ « 

Then. Sir, in the morning he is not found and in the evening lie 
keeps himself out of temper. Where is then the opportunity ? What- 
ever the status and personality of a man, he is deemed inferior to him. 
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He does not care tor any one. and a gentleman approaching tor an 
interview is detained for hours logether, because he thinks thul it is 
his pleasure to meet him or not to meet him. No patient heating is 
allowed. He is a man of irritating nature. When he goes out he does 
not hesitate to assault the passer-h^ , even on insignificant grounds, 

As an official, he has been acting in such a manner that lie has 
become a nuisance. It is diliicult to describe in detail bis acts of in- 
discretion. 1 shall, however, place before \ou some important facts 
which will satisfy \nu bo\ond all doubt as to how dangerous he has 
become. 

On 13th June, 1940, on certain information lodged l*\ a woman of a 
rather questionable character he had been to the village Nugua, police- 
station Kishoreganj, and mercilessly assaulted one Jogesli Da**, one 
Jaladhar and one Aswini Dhubi with a bamboo stick and with boots 
and as a result of the brutal assault all of them were injured. Of 
them, Jogesli had to pass urine a* well us stool on the very spot. He 
had a tooth broken and the sacred tul w heads worn b\ him were torn 
away. 

These unfortunate people had no power to file a regular complaint 
against the Subdivisional Officer, and there is none to look after them. 
They sent in petitions wdth a record of t heir grievances to the District 
Magistrate of Mymensingh, and to the Commissioner of Dacca, and 
also informed all the local members of this Legislature of their 
griexanees, but to no effect Thereupon, I thought it to be my duly 
to bung this matter to the notice of this House. Accordingly . in due 
<- 4 oii se I sent notices of questions, but I am sorry to say that my 
questions were refused. 

On another occasion. Sir. one Sayedur Rahman of Namlala, police- 
station Kishoreganj. filed a complaint in the Court of this Subdivisional 
Officer for foigerv of a kahala by some persons. On V?0th June. 1910, 
Mr. Raker, haviifg been prejudiced, formed an idea that the allegations 
made in the complaint against the accused were not correct, got angry, 
called the complainant while sitting in his Court dais and assaulted 
him in the open Court in the presence of many pleaders and 
viiiktcar*. And after this to justify his own conduct, he tried to secure 
from the complainant an admission to the effect that the complaint made 
by him was false, and he ordered his rhaprasst to assault the man till 
an admission was extorted from him. 

Sir, a big msla called the Kurikhai Mela is held every year in the 
moq^h pf Magh in Kishoreganj subdivision Ad a large number of 
Muhammadaft fakirs assemble there from the differenf parts of the 
district to see the darga. As, this system of faktri is not to his liking, 
be went to the mela and belaboured the innocent people, defiling the 
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darga which is sacred to the Muslims. The darga-o wner who is res- 
pected by everybody and many other respectable persons were put in 
the hnjut for hours together. 

Then, Sir, I got a recent information that when a number of carts 
heavily loaded with sugarcanes were proceeding towards the sugar-mill 
of Rishoreganj and there was a heavy rush of passers-by from the 
opposite direction, Mr. Baker was out in his car, and as his car was 
obstructed, he got angry and assaulted some of the helpless cart- 
men — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Das, 1 have long enough tolerated these per- 
sonal attacks and insinuations. These are all matters which are wholly 
irrelevant to the present debate. You have not been able even to 
make out a case as to why this demand should be reducd or criticised. 
You have got certain complaints each one of wdiich is of such a nature 
that it can be brought to the Criminal Court. And unless your state- 
ment is based on such facts as Government is in a position to deal with 
on the floor of the House, the debate is useless. You sa\ that Mr. X 
on the lflth of July last belaboured — 1 have been able to catch only two 
sentences of youis so far — some of the mendicants in the tmda, and 
your second point is that when some cartmen were carrying sugarcane 
in their carts, they were assaulted. These are matters on which Gov- 
ernment cannot he expected to make u suitable reph offhand on the 
floor of the House. 1 would therefore request \ou to confine your state- 
ment to such matters as will bring them within the purview of this 
particular demand. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: It is with that object in view', Sir, that I 
am going to place all these facts before the House. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of order, Sir. 
Whenever it was attempted to raise such questions by means of 
adjournment motions, \ou advised us to raise such questions in connec- 
tion with the “‘General Administration” budget. 1 think it is in 
pursuance of that advice of yours that Mr. Das is requesting Govern- 
ment to enquire into these allegations. 

Mr. SPEAKER. But he has not spoken a word even to that effect. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: Sir. as I have already suid, a number of 
carts loaded with sugarcane were proceeding towards Rishoreganj and 
Mr. S, N. Baker was out in his car. There was a heavy rush of 
pasHers-hy proceeding ffom the opposite, and the car of Mr, Baker 
could not proceed easily. He got angry and assaulted the poor in- 
nocent carters. That is the position. Sir, and there are innumerable 
instances like this. 
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As I have said before, Mr. Raker is a man of irritative temper. In 
order to substantiate my charge, I can cite another instauce. Last 
year during the trial of one Ajahar Ali, a respectable man in the 
locality, in the Court of Kishoreganj, there was a huge crowd around 
the Court, to see the trial. Mr. Raker got angry at this, and he threw 
paper weights which were on his table and thereby caused injuries to 
people. 

Mr. 8PEAKER S I am sure, Mr. I)as, you are not going to appear 
in his Court after this. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8* When 1 shall have an opportunity 1 may 
do so. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: He may have an opportunity of 
returning the compliment by throwing back the paper weights. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: As 1 was saying. Sir, Mr. Ruker is a man 
of irritative temper. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: On a point of order, Sir. May I ask what hat 
this got to do with the miseries of the Defence of India Rules? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He is raising this question in connection with the 
cut motion on “General Administration.” I have not allowed his 
motion . 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: Sir. it is regrett able on my part as a 
member of t he House to speak ill of a particular officer. Of course, 
it is very natural for many of the honourable members of the House, 
particularly my frjends of the Coalition Party, to form an idea that it is 
out of a personal grievance that I am saying this. Rut, I submit most 
emphatically that this is not the result of any personal grievance, but 
it is due to the public sentiment which has been caused by the high- 
handedness and oppression on the part of the Subdivisional Officer. 

Sir, there are many more instances, but 1 may point out only one 
more. Sir, it is really regrettable that last year in Ha jit pur he arrested 
the son of one big money-lender and a respectable man of the locality, 
the son of Sib Chandra Shaba, and abused him in filthy language in 
the presence of many local gentlemen. He ^oses temper and cannot 
forced i# views to be accepted. He has done jt in connection with the 
„ local instituti<9n, the local High English School. He has proved him- 
self not only unpopular with #the Hindus but also with the Muham- 
madans. 
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Sir, I submit all these facts without fear of contradiction, and I 
request that Government will kindly enquire as to how a Government 
official, I mean a responsible officer like the Subdivisional Officer, is 
dealing with the local public. I hope Government will also kindly 
advise him to apologise to the public for the misdeeds that he ha* done 
and ask him to behave in such a manner that he may think and feel 
that he is a public servant and not the master of the public. (Applause 
from the Opposition Benches.) 

(At this stage t he House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment . ) 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: In rising to support the 
cut motion so ably moved by my friend Mr. Surondra Nath Biswas, I 
beg to draw the pointed attention of this House to the abuses and mis- 
uses of the powers conferred on the executive by the Defence of India 
Act and the rules made thereunder. Though the Act together with its 
Rules has, according to its preamble, a fairly limited scope, those who 
are entrusted to administer them widened the scope more and more 
so as to catch all the fish in their net. They aim at taking away most 
valuable, fundamental and constitutional rights and privileges of the 
general public. Even the members of the Legislature are not privi- 
leged. I quote verbatim the wordings of some of the provision* of the 
Act and the Rules and relevant portions of the Order that the Governor 
of Bengal was pleased to promulgate for empowering certain officer* tor 
the purpose of securing compliance or preventing an\ contravention of 
the order. 

The Order No. 2125P., dated the St h April, 1040, which was pub- 
lished in the Calcutta (iazette of the lltli April. 1040, and which has 
been continued and republished verbatim at proper and regular inter- 
vals runs thus: — 

“In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-rule (7) of Rule 56 
of the Defence of India Rules and in supersession of the Order published 
under Notification No. 11 1 3 P . , dated the 21st February, 1940, the 
Governor is pleased to make the following Order: — 

(7) No person shall convene, organise, hold or take part in any 
public procession, meeting or assembly for the furtherance of any 
object or the discussion of any matter, the furtherance or discussion of 
which — « 

, * ■ «r 

(a) is or is intended or is likely to be prejudicial act within the* 
meaning of clause (b) of Rule 34 of the Defence of India 
Rules; or 
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(b) is intended or is likely to affect prejudicially the Defence of 
British India, the public safety, the maintenance of putdic 
order, the efficient prosecution of war or the maintenance 
of supplies and services essential to the life of the com- 
munity.* 1 

The Order continues and directs t hat the officers authorised under 
paragraph fi of this Order max direct that no person shall convene, 
organise, hold or take part in any public procession, meeting or 
assembly unless written notice lifts been previously gixen or permission 
has been obtained for organising or bolding such processions and 
meetings. 

Now. wlmt aie prejudicial acts '1 Hole -14 cleailx defined them, but 
now licit' do we find that a meeting b\ ranmt'i and tenants for discussing 
improvement" on existing tenancy laws is considered prejudicial. 
/{tnyats and tenants max meet also tor discussions regarding improve- 
ment of then general economic conditions, max meet the members of 
the bcgislatuie on parliamentary matters, ibex max bold religious 
meeting", organise religious processions, hold meetings also for venti- 
lating public grievances and for criticising the parliamentary acti- 
vities of the Ministers. I am sure, if several people form into a proces- 
sion without previous notice to authorities concerned and without 
obtaining jiermission, mpet a Minister and then congratulate him on 
some of his good public performances, they will not be considered 
guilt x under the Defence of India Act or Hides. 1 am also positive 
that neither the Act nor the Hules contemplate that officers, empowered 
under the aforesaid Order of the Governor, have any discretion for 
withholding permission which seems only formal if such permission 
relates to holding of meetings or organising of procession* not meant 
for furtherance of prejudicial acts. I may quote here the “explana- 
tion** portion under sub-section 2 (h) of section 2 in Chapter If of 
the Defence of Iydia Act for further clarifying the intention and pur- 
poses of the Act. 

“To point out, without malicious intention and with an honest 
view to their removal, matters which are producing or have a tendency 
to produce feelings of enmity or hatred between different classes of Ilia 
Majesty’s subjects does not amount to promoting such feelings within 
the meaning of this clause.” 

I shall now place some facts and circumstances how the executive 
have abused their special and extraordinary powers intended to tie used 
ver^yjutiously and only in extraordinary Inatters contemplated by 
the rules, • 

A ltha* mahal Proja Conference was proposed at Alipur Duars in 
my district. The organisers petitioned the Deputy Commissioner for 
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necessary permission, laying down specifically the aims and objects of 
the Conference. I am quoting that portion of the letter which reads 
as follows : — 

“I have the honour to bring to your kind notice that in view of the 
Floud Commission's recommendation regarding the forfeiture of the 
interests of the tenure-holders and other intermediate tenancies of this 
province, the rights of the jotedars and chukanidars of the Western 
Duars are likely to be greatly affected in the near future. Moreover, 
owing to the non-applicability of all the provisions of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act in the Western Duars, the jotedars and the chukanidars 
of this place are experiencing a great deal of hardships and the Projas 
of the Western Duars are therefore willing to hold a Conference at 
Alipur Duars to discuss about their various grievances and to send up 
a memorandum to the Bengal Government for the removal of their 
grievances. This Conference, we beg to let you know, is purely a 
Conference for the discussions of the economic conditions of the jotedars , 
chukanidars and other Projas and has nothing to do with the present 
war affairs or any other political matter of the province corning within 
the purview of the Defence of India Act.” 

That is, it was only to tabulate the existing handicap on the jotedars 
and chukanidars and to send up a memorandum to the Government. 
Its purpose was neither to rouse class hatred nor to create any anti- 
feeling against any class of capitalists , but to ventilate the feelings of 
the people about some matters in which they themselves are vitally 
interested. The signatory of the petition is not connected with any 
political organisation, is a law-abiding citizen unconnected with 
anything tending to oppose the present Government. He is the leading 
pleader of the Bar, a big jotcdar under the khan vuihal , a controlling 
director of several tea companies. He gave the assurance that it would 
be purely a non-political Conference far less an assembh of persons 
making any deliberations about the present war. 

The Deputy Commissioner at first granted permission for holding 
the Conference and after everything had been arranged for the Confer- 
ence, he cancelled his permission and restrained the conveners lest their 
deliberations jeopardised the safety of India. He did not assign any 
reason for his strange withdrawal of permission. 

Subsequently, when the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill. 1941, 
moved by me with the object of extending the Tenancy Act to the 
Western Duars, was circulated for eliciting public opinion, the public 
of the Western Duars most of whom are interested in the Bill, thought 
of laying their heads together to consider about the merits and demerits 
of the Bill in a meeting. The Deputy Commissioner w T av <igain 
approached. I am reading the petition: — 

“With reference to your letter, dated the 12th July, 1940, cancelling 
the order accorded by you on the 4th June, 1940, tn a petition of 
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Babu Bidhu Bhusan Samaddar, dated the 27th May, 1940, to hold a 
kha$ rnahal Proja Conference, we come to know through the Assembly 
that the order was* cancelled only because it was discovered that the 
Conference was being organised to stir up discontent amongst the 
A htu malial Projas. 

So tar as to that, we can definitely assure you ih.it it was not the 
ca.se. The purpose of the Conference was concentrated only to make 
an attempt to raise our standard as Projas through proper channel, but 
unfortunately Government restrained us from such an attempt. 

Now, we find in the Gazette, dated the loth September. 1940, that 
an amendment Bill to the Bengal Tenancy Act has been put up by 
Mr. Khagendra Nath Das Gupta, of Jalpaiguri, and that it has 

been sent for eliciting public opinion as to whether the said Bengal 
Tenancy Act should be enforced here in the kha* rnahal areas. 

Now that, to give light to what Government has given for public 
opinion and to have a discussion exclusively over the matter and to 
elicrt public opinion it is necessary to bold a Conference by the l* r >th 
of December. 1940. and therefore 1 beg to request you to permit us to 
hold a Cnnterenee. In this matter. I assure you as before that the 
Conteieiiee will stiiclh be confined to such matters. 

We hope that you vs ill be kind enough to give us such formal 
permission to hold the Conteieiiee 

To thi' petition the Deputy Commissionei replied as follows: 

‘ Km khknck Your application, dated the 22nd November. 1940. 

J have enquired into the matter. I will not alter my previous 
decision. I refuse permission to hold the Z has rnahal Proja Conference. 

it the Mias mahal tenants have any grievances they can bring them 
to the notice of an\ Government officer at any time 

it is ihe replv . Tlu* Deputy ('omiiiUMoncr of Jalpaiguri, out of his 
supposed power acquired under the Defence of India Act, had thus 
prohibited the holding of tin* /./»</* rnahal Proja (’(inference for the 
specific puipose of discussing the Bengal Tenancy Bill which was then 
in circulation for eliciting public opinion. Sir, the circulation of a 
Bill for eliciting public opinion is absolutely meaningless if the public 
is debarred from meeting together to discuss about it. The Deputy 
Commissioner of Jalpaiguri proposed that if the people had any 
grievance they must individually send it on to him or to his subordinates. 
This is simplification and individual attention with a vengeance! Are 
we to abolish all parliamentary machinery like a Conference of the 
peop^MBnd proceed along the time-worn paths of autocracy danger- 
ouslv allied dictatorships? 

rules* a serious restraint's put on the executives and unless it is 
hammered into their zealous brain that the Defence of India Act is only 
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for the successful prosecution of the war, you will not be surprised if 
the existing Civil and Criminal Laws are kept in abeyance and every 
action of the people is brought within the purview* of the Defence of 
India Act and its Rules. 

Enquiry about holiday due to lunar eclipse. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Sii, may I draw > our attention 
to the question that I raised the other day about declaring the 14th 
instant as a holiday on account of lunar eclipse on the previous night? 
Will you please give your decision with regard to this matter? I would 
like to convey to you and through you to the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge that mutassal lawyers and bar associations and schools and 
colleges will observe that day as a holiday, and we would like to know 
whether we will have a holiday on that day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, I forgot about it. The difficulty is 
that the period for budget discussion is fixed by rules and if a holiday 
intervenes you lose a day. Government will be perfectly willing to 
have 14 days of discussion; if you are prepared to reduce it, I have no 
objection. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In that ease, Sir. ue are 
not prepared to lose an important day. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

General Administration. 

(At thi>. stage the Hon'ble Sir Bi|<>\ Prasad Singh Roy rose to 
reply .) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. will it not be better if 
\ou now r take up the next item after motion No. 9 of Mr. Surendra 
Nuth Biswas, i.<\, motion No. IT of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu? There 
are certain points which are common to both the motions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think, he will not move his motion. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EK.HAR 8ANYAL: He will move, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If he moves, let Sir Hi joy reply first to this 
motion aud then let him move his motion. But if he wants to speak 
on this motion, then let him do so now. I think that would t>e better. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: If he formally moves and 
speaks generally. Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The difficult \ is, I want to avoid the mem hers 
going to the lobby for nothing. There will be time left after Sir Bijoy 
makes his reply. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: I M uite appreciate your 
point, Sir. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I shall try 

to reply in brief to the motion moved b\ Mi. Surendia Nath Biswas. 

Sir, three issuer have ben ia'-rd in tli- motion, hirst of all. the 
mover has tried to < ntieise tlie policv id (iovernment as regards 
application of the Defence ot India Holes; secondly, he has criticised 
tin* policy of (iovernment as regards the gianting of allowances to the 
victims thereof; and, thirdly, elas-itient ion and treatment of prisoners. 
So these are the three issues that he has raised in this motion. 

Sir, Mr. Hiswas made a vcrv sweeping and general criticism as 
regards the abu^e of tin* powers eouieried on (iovernment under the 
Defence of India Rules. 1 can assure the House that it does not afford 
(iovernment anv pleasure to apply these rules and to restrict the freedom 
of movement to the citizen* of this eountiv. They do it with great 
reluctance and only when they are satisfied that the freedom of a 
par t it u la x* person is mimical to the wider interest of the country. 

Sir, I hope the House realises that w<* are passing through very 
abnormal trim’s. liven m in. final times there may In persons whose 
activities should hi* curtailed Hut at pre-rut we are pa-'ing through 
it vnv so? i oil s and uhnotmu4 peimd ot «tiii history. Now the fir-t and 
foremo-t concern ot every body in India and in the whole of tin* Bntiih 
Kmpne. 1 should hay. i- how to win the war and if anybody, whatever 
his position might he. tries to hamper the war efforts of ( ioverumeni 
or does* any thing which creates an atmosphere inimical to surli war- 
efforts, Government in the wider interest of the country < armot allow 
him to earrv on his activities in those directions So if we agree on 
thin general principle, then I do not think that there should l>e any 
objection to the application of the powers conferred on (iovernment 
under the Defence of India Rules. But some instances have been cited 
in which it is alleged that the powers have been abused. Mr. Biswas 
tried to argue that the rules had been used for restraining the activities 
of ce rtain sections of the members of the public just to give undue 
lati(u?Te*<o members of another section of the public. # I join issue 
with him. Powers have been given under these Rules to the District 
Magistrates so that they may* make use of these powers whenever 
necessary. Sir, I maintain that the permanent officials of Government 
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have no politic*. They do not look to the political view* of a person; 
they do not look to the political views of the party in power. They 
do not try to give protection to persons simply because they happen 
to belong to a particular party or a particular community, but they 
have to carry on the administration fairly and honestly. 1 think, Sir, 
that in spite of all the criticisms that we have heard up till now in 
this country nobody — not even the worst enemies of Government or of 
the permanent officials — have yet suggested that the permanent officials 
— the members of the Indian Civil Service or the members of the 
Provincial Civil Service — are actuated by political or communal 
motives. (Maulvi Ahu Hossain Sahkar : Never, never.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : What about Khagen Balm's 
allegations? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, there may- 
be black sheep here and there, but as one swallow does not make a 
summer, one black sheep does not really take away from the integrity, 
straightforwardness and honesty of the whole order. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is your answer about the 
dalpniguri black slice]) ! 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: 1 am coming 
to that. Mr. Basu need not 1 m* so impatient. 

With regai d to the Jalpaiguri Conference, the allegation was that 
my friend Mr. Khagendra Nath Das Gupta and his collaborators wanted 
to hold a meeting. (Mr. Kiia<;kndha Nath Das Gi pta : No, not I. 
I had no connection with that.) I stand corrected. A certain gentle- 
man wanted to hold a meeting with a view to explain to the public 
of that place the desirability of the introduction of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act in that area and the District Magistrate was given full 
assurance that this meeting was not going to la* of a political nature 
but merely for educating the public as regards the value of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. Sir, l am perfectly certain that the District Magis- 
trate, before he refused permission, or rather, to speak more correctly, 
before he withdrew the permission, w’as perfectly satisfied that things 
were not what they were supposed to be. Government’s information 

is that there were certain communist leaders (Mr. Khaoendra 

Nath Das GupTa : What, communist leaders in Alipur Duars sub- 
division !) Yes, and tkat they were hent upon preaching discontent 
amongst the people, and that they were out for mischief. I htfye that 
my honourable friend, in spite of all his seal for the extension of the 
rights of the tenants and jotedars, would realise the danger of allowing 
feelings to be aroused amongst the illiterate agriculturists in the 
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present circumstances of the country. Our information is that they 
were trying to create disaffection. Naturally, in the interest of law 
and order, in the wider interest of the country, in the interest of 
peace and tranquillity, in the interest of Government** war efforts, 
it was necessary to prohibit such a meeting. To those who still think 
that these war efforts are not necessary, to those who still hold the 
opinion, that India is outside the war zone and that we can remain 
indifferent to the serious struggle that has been raging in Europe, I 
have nothing to say. But those who are in charge of the administra- 
tion of the country, those who are responsible for maintaining peace 
and tranquillity in this province cannot take that complacent attitude 
And it is their duty to see that no feeling is unnecessarily aroused, no 
atmosphere is created in which Government's war efforts are thwarted 
or in any way hampered (Mr. Santosh Kvm\h D\sr : Is It meant 
for the Chief Minister?) 

In this view of the matter. Sir, 1 maintain that the District 
Magistrate had no other alternative than to refuse permission or to 
withdraw permission. The very fact that the Magistrate gave permis- 
sion showed that he was anxious to meet the wishes of the applicant, 
but only when he was convinced that the situation was not as it waa 
represented to him, he had to withdraw* the permission. 

The next point raised in this motion is about allowances to victim* 
of the Defence of India Act. There is, Sir, a distinction between 
security prisoners and externed prisoners. Those who are externed 
outside the province according to the decision taken by Government 
are not entitled to any allowance. As regards those who are externed 
from a particular area in the province. Government may. if they so 
desire on facts. give them small allowances to compensate them for 
the loss of income. Of course tlie\ can claim no family allowance 
As regards the other prisoners, in certain cases family allowances have 
been allowed, but naturally Oovorninenl cannot take u very generous 
and liberal view nf thin matter They have got to decide the question 
with due reference to the pecuniary condition of the family concerned 
and to the financial implications of their decision. 

Sir, the last issue raised in this motion is about the classification 
and treatment of political prisoners Onh the other day, I had the 
privilege of explaining fully on the floor of this House Government’s 
difficulties in placing the political prisoners in a special class So, 
Sir, I do not propose to take the time of the House further on that 
point. The reply I gave then is, 1 hope, still fresh in the mind of 
my ho nou rable friends opposite. So, I will <*ily refer them to that 
reply. * Vith t&ese words. Sir, 1 oppose this motion. * 

The motion of Mr. Sureii^ra Nath Biswas that the demand of 
Rs. 1 ,27,00, 000 for expenditure under the head “2b — General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 101), was then put and lost. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr Shaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 1,27,00,000 for expenditure under the head 
“25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. The purpose 
of my motion is to raise a discussion about the methods of realisation 
of war, contribution from the people of the province, particularly of 
the district of Dinajpur by the Government officials. 

Sir, I attempted to raise a discussion over this issue as long back 
ns in the month of November last through an adjournment motion 
which the Ilon’ble Speaker disallowed and through a question which 
ulso he did not admit. 

The mischief which 1 wanted to prevent by bringing this matter 
before this Assembly has to a great extent been already done. The 
intention with which I have moved this motion is to prevent any further 
mischief that may he done by the arbitrary methods that the 
Government officials, responsible and high officials, are lining 
for realising war contributions from the people. We remem- 
ber that the Hon’ble the Home Minister, Kbwaja Sir Narim- 
uddin, on the floor of this House made it very (dear to us that 
there would be no force or coercion on the part of anybody for realising 
such contributions. We all know that the people of the province are 
not in a very good financial position. They do not have two meals 
u day. They are really starving. If you scrutinise how these officials 
are realising mom\\ from the people in various districts you will he 
astonished that from these starving people they have been able to 
lealise very, very large sums in the districts. It cannot be said that 
the people are willing parties to these contributions. Rather, they are 
financially unable to pay and the intelligent people who think about 
war, who feel, to tell this House frankh. that this war is not their 
war. that this war is not the war for upholding democracy, that this 
i> not the war for the prosecution of which Indian opinion was con- 
sulted, will not find an) inspiration to support these contri- 
butions. Then, how is it that these contributions are forth- 
coming ? They have beeu made possible because of the coercion aud 
force that are used b\ responsible officials. They are never voluntary 
contributions. Let me tell this House what they are doing. I will 
refer to one case which happened at Raiganj police-station in Dinajpur. 
There was a poor man who was approached for contributions by the 
Special Officer, Debt Settlement Board. He said that he bad no 
surplus money to make any contributions towards war aims. He also 
frankly admitted that he had only two rupees with him to meet the 
medical expenses of his^wife. He was made to pay that two rupees. 

In the case of issuing temporary licences to give cinema %mws in 
mrl<u and hdts, it has been the custom of the officers to make it a 
condition precedent that they should contribute something towards the 
War Fund before any licence could be issued. I have got in my 
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possession a certified copy of a petition lor such cinema licence. This 
petition was field on 19th November, 1940, for permission for giving 
a cinema show in a fair in (police-station) Raigauj. The Magistrate 
ordered an enquiry to find out if there was any other application of 
this nature. From tin* office came the reply that this was the only 
application asking for a licence. The Magistrate Mr. J. P. Roy 
ordered to the following effect: “Put up to-morrow.” On .the next 
day when this petition was placed before him for disposal, he was 
enquiring as to whether the petitioner was there If tin* petitioner 
was not present, the ease should he put up to him the following das. 
The clerk's report runs thu* : “Sir. the applicant turned up \estcida\, 
hut he N absent to-duy.” This petition was filed through a pleader. 
The pleader was certainly piesenl. Aitei that the petition was icject- 
ed for the simple reason that tin* Magistrate could not meet the peti- 
tioner himself and had not the oppoituuity of extorting from him the 
so-called voluntary contribution This is the kind oi story that is 
(oming from even district in this pioviuce 

M\ friend, Mr Sureiidru Nath Biswas, was telling us that in 
Faridpur some people rot used to make any contribution. What 
happened nex f Tiny were served with a notice for revising their 
union rate under section 40 of the Union Board Act and actually the 
rate in their case was enhanced. They have filed eases in a Givil 
Point against this illegal order enhancing the rate. » 

In renewing gun licence, they ure first realising conti ibutions 
before renewing the licence. There are cases where as much as IN. 50 
had been realised from the licensee before he was given a renewal of 
gun licence. Probably the cost of the gun is only IN 50. But he 
had to pay for a renewal of the licence Rs. 50 to the War Fund. 

In Bcrhampore 1 understand that the owner* of tin* bus services 
have been instructed to levy some kind of tax on the usual fare and 
realise the <aine from the passengers along with the fare. 

In Dinajpur even the nckfhuw irnfhn whose income is very poor 
are forced to pay annas 8 per rickshaw for obtaining permission to 
plv from the municipality. There ure eases again where the members 
of the Debt Settlement Boards have been asked to realise some amount 
from person* who will go there for settling their debts. There are 
cases where before a compromise in a criminal case is allowed to be 
effected, something is extorted from them. Union board members and 
other members of local institutions have been ordered by the Subdivi- 
sional Officers, and Circle Officers to realise from every rate-paver an 
amount equal to the rate they pay and in souif caues half the amount 
thev as rate. • 

Sir I do not think that the Government policy is to realise contri- 
butions in this arbitrary and Atrocious manner, and i also hope that 
the facts which I have placed before this House will be corroborated 
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by almost every member of this House. I can for the satisfaction of 
the members say this, that an enquiry by members belonging either 
to official or to non-official camps or both combined may be held to 
find out whether the allegations that I am making to-night before this 
House are true or not. I submit that in the case of Dinajpur I shall be 
able to substantiate every letter of what 1 have said here in this 
House, and 1 state these facts with all the responsibility that it 
involves. You know, Sir, that there are motor buses in every district 
which do not ply throughot the year: on occasions, such as Puja occa- 
sions, they ply through certain routes. For registering their buses 
under the Motor Vehicles Act the motor-owners have to pay a very 
heavy amount. M is only formal that they should ask for permission 
to ply through a particular route for, say, 2 or 3 days during those 
occasions. And what are the District Magistrate and other officials 
doing here before issuing such permission? They are asking them to 
pay a very heavy amount, sometimes Rs. 25, sometimes Rs 20. before 
they are given such permission, though this is ouh a formal matter 
for the District Magistrate. 

I have also information that in the Sub-Registrar’s office where 
documents are registered, the parties are made to pay for the war 
before these are accepted for registration. In Dinajpur these arbitrary 
methods of realisation are going on in full swing. The War Com- 
mittee at Dinajpur town organised an oriental dance, and they 
probably spent 75 per cent, of the money they realised from the poor 
people as war contribution in giving remuneration to this dancing 
party. This was again a huge waste of money of a poor country. I 
have in iny possession several notices issued by the Sadar Subdivi- 
sional Office* of Dinajpur asking almost every man in a village to see 
him m hi^ residential quarters. In the notice the purpose oi this visit 
was mentioned I will read out only one notice which uas addressed 
to Halm Kshetra Mohan l)a> of Maharajpur: — 

“You ate teq nested to see me on 10th No\einbw, 1040. at 2 p.m. 
at my residence in connection with the Commissioner's visit, to this 
district.” 

I do not understand how all the villagers of a particular village 
cun be required to see the Subdivisional Officer for a matter in con- 
nection with the Commissioner's visit to Dinajpur. These men came 
to hand over this notice to me and reported that when they went there, 
they were asked to make contribution to the War Fund. Those who 
failed to go in response to such a notice on that date were asked again 
to appear. Another m\ f ice was issued to these persons I am reading 
from one of* such second notices served on Babu Kshetra Mfrjnm Das 
of Maharajpur: — 

^5 }0I}N80 TO!* CRT *ni 

i fai * t=mr ifcs urt) tor ^ 
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ij? (TrtfN Ifol TOT TOTO }£I?N80 ^5lftr4 wn P* TOT tobt 

yftrs , ''TOH <fTO c y,, fi pto s*i j smcto tor ^vm i fpoufhi 

Commissioner PitTR? TO& C5WI ^TtWT TOT# *W TOP CTO ^rf%C^5 

^rtpi tRtrr *n i 

Sir, this is the kind ot notice they were served with. 

(At this stage the honourable member reached his time-limit . ) 

One minute. Sir, and I will finish If there is any sanctity in the 
utterances made by the Hon'ble the Home Minister on the floor of 
this House, l could only expect that the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
will kindly enquire into the matter and see if this misrule — 1 should 
not call it misrule, because that is also some kind of rule — this no- 
rule, this anarchs is prevailing all over the province and thereby 
putting the people to a great deal ot harassment. With these few 
words, Sir, I commend m\ motion for the acceptance of the House 

\/ Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJI : Sir. m rising to support the cut 
motion moved by my honourable friend Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu 
regarding the method of realisation of war contribution, 1 will just 
place before the members of the House documents which will go 
clearly to demonstrate that the policy enunciated on the floor of this 
House during the autumn session last year by the Hon’ble Khwajtt 
Sir Nazimuddin is one thing and the manner in which that policy is 
carried out by the officers of the Government is quite a different 
thing Sir, I will now read out the documents to you: — 

From — The President, Fiprul Union Board. P. O. Patul, 
district Rajshahi, 

To — Pertain members tl will not mention the names) 

43TO1 District Magistrate 

TO1*P sS. D. O. TOR TOTTOP 4$ <71 CtflfTOTfl tax TO1 

TOrr TO? <7$ MfaTO! fcfal tfreTTOP TOR TOW TOR fare 

i tottop TOon to -ftro ^ to?wp 

^*{14$ 5”^T7T, ill?l Pt4l Tl I Pt»TOT PTR 

faTOt^Uj i 4$ ft’tw stre stre TOTOPt tftTOf pfTOS 

TOPI $TO •flS’ I 4$ fPTO CP TO? Plfe TOW TO pfTOR $TTOl 

cp to top tot 4 ft fsft fPm pfarre pw strep i 

1 TOT 71 PI fir* 3^ TOT 5 ? PPl pfatfi TOTOT PI faCPP Af51 CP 

N V < 4 

TO **fiL4* TOT TO pfTO! TO 3"*CP l TO* TTCP* 5 # *tfpPN TOW 

wto t&to? i * ysro to! rs ^ptops 3 Sm tow: tottoi 

PRFtCP *tH Pfac A f 3®^R7 PTPTP TFT?TPP I ’■ZP* TOTPn dttt W PI faPl 
^Pl P^5l PfpPl pwr , *f$ pIpcpp TOWP to faifann TOJ Boards 
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TO t fr/ R i 4* TOtrcra Em 'sat ^f*fCTr ^rr^rr c?^ ^Ff%r3 i 
c> t f^rfau toto Tfa r torri ’ttot^ <jfE*t ■ c=rc^ tpn I feft 43^5 

TORfc^R f*r*rt <r tort 4?coCfeR ! otsr 7 ^t’RRi rtto ^Ff%tR i 4 ^ 
(RtffiH tort r Trf%5 tort faro ^i TOtcro ftre TO fccro 

4^*1 *nf¥Ff '5^ c tt v % ^RTOl Magistrate TO$4 ^1 f^Tl Magistrate 
TOTO* ’ft&t^CS T*7X I 4^1 fTOR ^pff SFfftcR | JTR TOTT3 4^ 

T-attm tot Em^fa TOR to TOT toto^ Tftrs ?$tr i tor TOtcro 
tot tTO — TO let* ^ tort ^a N to 4TRi totto TORr ^0\ 
^ f^x^f \5t»tcw«« to^< TOtto ^ TOre i 4 tP1 to qfroi stEcto r 4$ 

tort tot totot ’RjtkT >2 r fro > ~ jr *pE tort TfroR i 4 ^ tort 

TOtCTO SRT (?ff fvpKTO ^ 3 T 5 R ?TO YfR TlR ^^31 fan C^t^Tf 
fap^TO R| TOR | vft 4^TOt CTO CTOTO tjTO ’ft S^Tl TO TO R 
*T3 *rfb#R SlfTOR I 

TOf*R, 4’3TOl TOHtc4 TOR TO R 'Rft TO ^SfRTO tor 5 R 1 
TOtWtfR 9 w TOtOT ftrE WT3 r^TO R Tffft RtfTCT TOR SRl TOR fro 
faro 4^r* fro^s facro^ ti i to 4* ^?TO 4^ cTOf^t tow tot 

*8 TO3T9pf> TOR TO*R*fl TfRl TtfTO TOtr 3 ^RRR fTOR 

htTO TOtWtfR farE TOR fTOR I TOT'W TRRTCT MotftW’E fTOtft ^fsRi 
<J*RRR ftm.% ftc’ftE' Tfare W<fT r!R i 


— 

President Sukdebpur Union Board No. 1 . 

01^180 

Sir, this is the \va\ in which war contribution* are being realised 
f mm the people of this province. If this is not coercion, 1 do not 
know what coercion or intimidation is. ^/ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I must confess that 
I was not aide to follow all the speeches that have been delivered. 
(Fries of “Why?” from the Opposition Benches.) But I gathered 

tliut the sum and substance of the allegation is that in some places 

(Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : No, in all places.) all over 

Bengal? (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Yes, all over Bengal of 

which you afe the Chief Minister.) subscriptions are being raised 

in aid of war funds. c (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : By coer cion . ) 
All that I can say to that universal affirmative proposition is that I am 
ready to give an emphatic denial. (Laughter and cries of “Oh! oh!” 
from the Opposition Benches.) Sir, the policy of Government has 
been to induce people to realise the gravity of the situation and to do 
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everything about the war ami the necessity of India’s preparing 
herself in case of an emergency — at any rate to defend her own 
country. For all these purposes, money is required, but if I can say 
from personal experience comparing what happened during the last- 
war with what is happening now, I must say that less effort is being 
made now for realisation of money for war funds than on the 
last occasion. It may be that in some places officers have been a little 
overzealous and they may have tried to use means to raise money in 
order to swell the contribution which the\ may have collected, hut 1 
must tell this House that, so far as Government are concerned, they 
would look with extreme disfavour on uny effort on the part of any 
officer of Government to have recourse to anything like coercion. The 
speeches that have been delivered are extremely helpful They will 
give us an opportunity of making enquiries, and if we find that any 
officer has acted in contravention of the distinct orders of Government 
or instructions conveyed to them from time to time, we will take 
sufficient steps to see that these things are not repeated and that these 
things may not happen in future. Hevond that, Sir, 1 cannot say 
anything. There may be some truth. 1 cannot say that these allega- 
tions are absolutely false or unfounded. Possibly, they are not. We 
shall make enquiries, and we shall issue instructions so that there may 
he no cause for complaint on this score. 

The motion of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kuudu that the demand of 
Rs 1,27,00,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” he reduced by Rs. 1(H), was then put and lost. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, generally speaking, 
the general administration of this province is generally had 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Hashemy, before you make a general state- 
ment, \ ou must move your motion first. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Y es, Sir. 1 ln»g to move 
that the demand of Rs. 1,27,00,000 for expenditure under the head 
“25 — General Administration” l>e reduced b\ Rs. 100. 

Sir, the general administration is good so far as the European 
iuterest is concerned— European interest in business, European interest 
in hanking, European interest in education, and so on and so forth. 
It is better so far as the interests of the capitalists and the vested 
interests are concerned. It is }>est so far as the Muslim league 
organisations in this province are concerned. It is worst, Sir, so far 
as the interests of the teeming millions — I tjiean the cultivators and 
labotfffSt*s — are concerned. • 

Sir, my subject is travelling expenses of Ministers. The Hon'bie 
the Finance Minister is here.* I hope that he will give me some light 
at least so far as the amount of travelling expenses of Ministers are 
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concerned. We fr&ve made a modest estimate as we found in reply to 
a question that it is equal to the salary of a Minister, if not more, of 
course including the expenses of the" executive officers and police 
officers when they attend the Ministers in the mufassal. A Minister 
will go to Ajmer and ask for the blessings of Shah Sahib of that Darga 
and the Public Exchequer will pay for it. A Minister will go to 
Madras to attend a meeting of the Muslim League and the Public 
Exchequer must pay for it. A Minister will go to Bombay, a Minister 
will go to Lahore, a Minister will go to*Delhi, and Gouri Sen must 
pay for all these. (Laughter.) Ministers will go to Darjeeling when 
Government is temporarily shifted to Darjeeling. The funniest part 
of the whole thing is that Ministers will come back to Calcutta on 
grounds of health, and they will draw daily allowances for halt in 
Calcutta also. 1 hope that the Finance Minister will contradict me 
if I am wrong. 

There is another type of Ministers who will go to their country 
residences and the Public Exchequer must pay for that. 

Now, Sir, I am not much concerned with the travelling expense* of 
Ministers so far as the Public Exchequer is concerned. But I am 
very much concerned with another type of expenditure. Wherever 
these Ministers go, generally a Reception Committee is formed either 
in the district or in the subdivision or in the thana and either the 
District Officer or the Subdi visional Officer or the Circle Officer, as the 
case may be, have to organise a Reception Committee. I can say, 
Sir, from my personal experience that the Reception Committee 
realises subscriptions from Rs. 500 to Rs. 5,000. Only the other day, 
the llon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan went to a certain place which is 
very well known as the saline part of the district of Khulna. I can 
tell you, Sir, from my own knowledge t hat the poor people of that 
saline area had to collect Rs. 000 for his reception. You will be 
surprised to learn. Sir, that lunch was taken not from Khulna, nor 
from Jessore; the lunch was taken from Firpo, and what is called the 
Great Eastern Hotel. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : It seems, Mr. Hasbemy, that you are not sure 
of the lunch position. (Laughter.) 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, what is it that the 
Reception Committee generally do!" In the name of the Minister, 
the District Magistrate the Subdivisioual Officer and the Circle 
Officers go round and realise money first from members <rf*>union 
boards, debt settlement boards, jute committees and they go further 
down to the shop-keepers and other people. I can tell, Sir, from my 
personal experience, the name of the place as well as the name of the 
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Minister. If there is honesty, I can say that if the" matter is enquired 
into, it will be found that in every place this money is realised by the 
officers concerned simply by coercion and nothing else. (The Hon ‘hie 
Mr. A. K. Fazltl Hro: Did you ever contribute?) (Rai Harexura 
Nath CfitAUDHFRY : He is above coercion.) It is fortunate for me that 
no Minister has gone to mv constituency yet except the Ilon’ble Maharaja 
Srischandra Nandy. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Si iiruvardy : 1 am 
going.) I shall welcome the Hon’hle the Finance Minister in my 
constituency, provided no money is realised from the poor people of 
Satkhira. (Laughter.) We have a right to know from the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister how the money is spent from the Public Exchequer 
with regard to the travelling expenses of the Hon’hle Ministers. I 
forgot to mention another t\pe of Ministers They go in a first class 
reserved compartment hut pa\ <>nl\ second class charge, and then 
they pay the excess fare. 1 therefore say, “Enough of these tours and 
enough of these travelling expenses.” I up)>eal to the Hon’ble Minis- 
ters to spend at least the remaining portion of their term ot office in 
a way which will In* beneficial to the people of Bengal. Why have 
the\ been travelling so long and so much? There are District Magis- 
trates, there are Subdivisional Officers; there are Commissioners and 
there are other officers also They are all doing their work properly. 
At least the Ministers sav so. The Hon'ble Sir Hi joy Prasad Singh 
Roy has just now stated that the administration is going on properly. 
What is the need for Hon'ble Ministers to go on tour and incur all 
these unnecessary expenses not only from the Public Exchequer but 
also from the people at large? Why do the\ go on tour? Sir, it is 
simply for f>arty propaganda ami nothing else. I had an occasion to 
travel with a Minister in a certain district. (Mr Sahanka Skmur 
SaNY \I. : et tu Brute!) People assemble there. Meetings are held 
and speeches are made But up till now what is the real Inmefit they 
have Wen able to render to t lie toiling millions of Bengal, cultivators 
and labourers It they mean business, if the\ wunt to go and see the 
condition of the people themselves with their own c\es, let them go at 
their own expense. The\ are sufficiently highly paid for lhat. 
They get a sufficient amount in the shape of salary. I shall 
tell another incident from my ]>ersonal experience The other 
day there was a b\ c-elect ion in a certain district in Bengal 
a month or so agft. At least half-a-dozen Ministers went there not 
only once but each Minister twice Mu\ l ask the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister to tell this House whether they went there — I hope the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister follows me — whether they went there at 
their own cost or at the cost of Government. This is a pertinent 
questi<Jff hJ and we have a right to know that. Let the Humble Finance 
Member say wlien he replies. Only the other day during the election 
of the District Board in Dacca, Minister after Minister went there. 
Was it at their personal cost or at the cost of Government? 
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One more instance and I will finish. Ministers go to Murapara, 
Ministers go to Narayanganj and Dacca, and they go, to other places. 
The result is that the sentiments of the poor Muslims lire roused. The 
result is that the poor Muslims are murdered by police shots. The 
Ministers go to Azimganj and preach their gospel. The public get 
excited. Their sentiments are aroused. The net result is that the poor 
Muslims are fired at and killed. This is the net result of the tours of 
Ministers. Wherever they have gone, communal harmony has been 
disturbed. I can also say from my personal experience that they have 
never gone anywhere with a clean mind. They have gone only with 
a prejudiced mind and therefore the communal harmony has been 
disturbed. This is the net result of the tours of HoiTble Ministers. 
Therefore, I would beg of them to cry a halt to this sort of travelling 
and to sit* down and look to the administration through the District 
Officers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, Mr. Syed Jalal- 
uddin Uashemy has moved this motion more for the purpose of 
attacking the Ministers personally than on grounds of policy. To 
what extent I shall deal with his attacks in an impersonal manner 
still remains to lw seen. One pertinent question arises from his 
speech and it is to this effect : Why do Ministers go from place to 
placed The answer is that we go from place to place because we are 
invited to do so. To every one invitation that we accept, we have to 
refuse a dozen, and I would like to assure the House that even 
that one that, we accept we do so only when the pressing invitation 
of out friends leaves us no other alternative. Wherever we go, even 
if it is to support a bye-election, we explain the policy of Government, 
everywhere we perform a public duty; and at every meeting we find 
it desirable to respond to the wishes of the people who wish to hear 
what we are doing and what we propose to do. (Rai Hau&ndka Nath 
Ghviidhubi: And what you have left undone.) They bring to us 
what they are pleased to call their ah hah and abhijoy tor our con- 
sideration. These tours give utf uu opportunity of meeting people and 
of learning what their difficulties are, and I think I can say with a 
fairly clean conscience, not merely that what we have learnt in these 
tours have been of the greatest value to us, hut that we have attempt- 
ed to the best of our ability to rectify those little difficulties, their 
ahhalt and ahhijog as much as possible. (Mr. Santorh Ki t m.ah Basu : 
And jaJajoy and gala jog'.) I can assure you that the people want us 
to speak to them; they too want to talk to us, and they want an 
opportunity of meeting ' us. And I found also that our tours had been 
useful in other directions as well. We have found thit mischievous 
persons who are the enemies of the people also carry on mischievous 
and false propaganda against us and the Government. People wish 
to know what truth underlies all such propaganda. We are in a 
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position to di%pel all the lies and mischievous statements made by 
such mischievous people, and I think * it has certainly been for the 
benefit of the people of Bengal. 

Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy then went on to say that certain 
Reception Committees, particularly of the saline area, had collected 
somewhere about Rs. 500 or Rs. 5,000. The very vagueness of his 
allegations shows that we have got to take this statement, as my 
friend opposite has pointed out, with a grain of salt. We desire to 
assuie tlie House and through this House the public outside that we 
deprecate any reception where money may be *q>ent upon us, and at 
every meeting I have requested the publie not to spend money on 
addiew‘s or on garlands or on receptions or on tea parties It is 
quite enough that they give us an opportunity to speak to them, and 
we give them an opportunity to speak to us. And I do not think that 
it i* at all fair on the part of Mr Jalaluddin Hashemy to charge our 
offioer*- with resorting to eoercive measures us if people do not desire 
to receive us or to pay tor the reception of the Ministers, but that they 
only do at the point of the bayonet. But this is, of course, 
similar to the charge that thousands and thousands of people whom 
we have the good fortune of addressing an* enereed to attend our 
meeting — roe reed at the point of the bayonet by the District, 
Magistrates nr Subdivisional Officers; because that coercion apparently 
being wanting when Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy addresses meetings, he 
think*' that they eunnot eonie on ncronnt of their natural desire to 
meet those who are to some extent in a position to guide their 
destinies and possibly to help them in their difficulties. 

Sii. there was a eharge against Ministers who buy second class 
tukct- and travel first elas*. It wa*, 1 think, a somewhat mean ami 
ill-natured charge, and 1 believe, Sir, it was particularly directed 
toward^ me, a*i there was some controversy in the papers with regard 
to that I had thought that the reply which I caused to be sent to 
the papers, a reply based on the report of my confidential assistant 
or stenographer, would have been sufficient to shut the mouths of 
such mean and ill-natured people. Sir, my honourable friends should 
know that Ministers leave the arrangements for the journey to their 
stenographers or confidential assistants I am not aware if within 
the last four years I have ever had the good fortune of purchasing a 
ticket for myself at the railway counter My stenographer or 
confidential assistant makes all the arrangements. Fortunately we 
are ij^uch a position that we find all the arrangements made for us; 
the berth is Teserved for us; beds are prepared for us; policemen and 
sergeants attend on us— whether you like it or not. This is what 
actually happens, and so far as the arrangements about our ticket*, 
servants and luggage are concerned, it is left entirely to our officers 



104 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[ 11th March, 


whose duty it is to see that it is properly done for us. If an officer 

makes a mistake* I have two alternati\’es — I should either dismiss him 

for his negligence or accept his explanation. And the explanation 
which he gave us was that he took the ticket with the change without 
looking ut them, and ran up to the train for which he was late. I 
should either dismiss him for his negligence or accept his apology, 
and I prefer to accept his apology and not take away the bread ot a 
person for what appears to me to he a mistake. But if the honourable 
members on the other side think that his fault is so gross that he 
should be deprived of his post, I shall be very glad to receive a 
requisition from them to that effect when I shall take the necessary 

steps. T do not think that this is necessary, merely because the 

confidential assistant has had the misfortune of making a mistake; 
still 1 may have to take that step if honourable members should 
continue to charge the Ministers as a class with dishonesty, which, as 
I have said already, is a mean and ill-natured charge. Sir. I think 
the point has been satisfactorily answered. 

Sir, 1 must congratulate myself that . for the first time we have 
had the benefit ot certain observations regarding retrenchment. 1 
have told the House on several occasions to place before us concrete 
proposals, but hitherto they have avoided it. For the first time Mr. 
Manmutha Nath ltoy has placed before us a catalogue ot possible 
retrenchments. Most of these are of a perennial nature, in fact , they 
are hoary chestnuts; we have deult with each one of them; we have 
rejected some of them; and some are ob\iously impossible The 
Government has examined each proposal fully , but. as 1 have said 
before, we examine them again from time to time, and we shall 
continue to examine them as long as there is a possibility of change 
in our condition*. Now, take a suggestion h\ the honourable member 
that the Board of Revenue should be abolished, and that the Ministers 
should take on its work. It is no use examining a proposal ot this 
type. In revenue and fiscal mutters there must be an appellate body 
outside the Government and outside the Ministry. That, I believe, 
is provided for in section 270 of the Government of India Act, and 
therefore the Board of Revenue cannot be abolished. Revenue 
appeals must go to such a body. But if you tell us that the maximum 
salary of Bengal Civil Service officers should be reduced, that i^ a 
matter which may be taken up for consideration. We have eon-ddei- 
ed it. You point out to us that in other provinces, and I think you 
particularly mentioned Madras, the maximum salary is lower than the 
maximum salury in this- province. But if you be good enough to 
look — and I think Mr. Sarkcr knows something about* it — at' the 
starting salaries, it will be seen that our starting salaries are very 
much lower than the starting salaries of the officers of other provinces. 
So that on the whole we. spend less on the pay of officers than is >pent 
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in other provinces where the starting salary is higher though the 
maximum salary is lower. But such matters may , continue to be 
considered. 

There is the usual chestnut of the abolition of the posts of Com- 
missioners. We have pointed out that this is a big province and that 
we need some persons between Government and the local officers, 
some persons who should be in a position to supervise their work. 
Every district official is not experienced in the work of a district, and 
it has been found very useful that a senior official should be in a posi- 
tion to guide the district officials and particularly now when on even 
side most difficult situations arise owing to matters of which all of us 
are aware. Then, there are a large number of statutory duties which 
tluse Divisional Commissioners have to perform. In order to abolish 
the*e posts — and I do not know’ to what extent you can do this — it is 
i eeessary to obtain the concurrence of people outside India; but even 
if you could abolish the posts, you will have to distribute these 
statutory powers to others and you may have to create other officers. 
So, on the whole, the expenses may not be less; only the posts may be 
abolished, and w’e shall lose the services and the guidance of a body 
of officials who have gained considerable experience in Ihe 
administrative field. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : They have done it in 

Assam. 


The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: They have not been able 
to do it in Assam Thev tried to do it, but could not succeed 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : They have retrenched one out 
of two. 


Tha Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 think Assam is a 
much smaller province than Bengal, and if Assam could have three 
Divisional Commissioners still the proportion in Bengal of five is not 
ton great. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: They had got two; that means 
they have retrenched 50 per cent. • 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY s Even the ratio of 5 
to 2 is in Bengal’s favour. 
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Now, Sir, a suggestion was made that the posts of Director of 
Public Information and the Secretary to Government in the Educa- 
tion Department can be amalgamated. This was tried and it has 
been found that to combine Secretariat posts with technical posts has 
not been very successful. But these are matters that may ^till 
continue to be considered. 

Then, a point was raised regarding the Cinchona Department 
which showed bow little honourable members know’ regarding the 
administrative machinery. The honourable member says that what 
we wunt is intensive production and not increase ot officers. Sir. you 
cannot get intensive production in cinchona in the course ot a \ear. 
You have got to have officers who have got to lay out the land, who 
have got to afforest the land; thereafter you must wait for the bark 
for 8 years ami then you will get full production in 14 years. This 
is not very eompli merit ary to the Opposition, which is most anxious to 
help us with constructive criticism 1 regret that having misunder- 
stood the scope of the reorganisation of the Cinchona Department 
they have gone to the length of criticising a most beneficent measuie. 

Now, Sir, there is another point. They criticise u* for having 
spent 24 lakhs of rupees on regulation ot jute. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Mr. Suh rawardy, uni imi>t finish your speech 
now. It is getting late. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Just as you like. Sir 
1 thought that the Opposition desired that we should go in tor 
regulation. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: This you can mention duiing jute discussion 

The motion of Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy that the demand of 
Its. 1,^7,00,000 for expenditure under tin* head — General Adminis- 
tration” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and a division taken the 
following result: — 


AYES — 35. 


AMal Nakaan, Mr. 

AMal WiM, Maahri. 

Aka Haaaala tartar, Maalvl. 
At4»M#Hi A karat, Mr. 

Baatrjl, Mr. latya Prtya. 
Sanaa, Bata Pnakari. 

Sanaa, Mr. PatpaJH* 

Banaaa, Bata Itjrama Pm at. 
Ba*«, Mr. taataat Kanar. 
Blawaa, Mr. taraaira Matt. 
Baaa, Mr. tarat ttaatra. 


CkaMkarl, Rai Maraatra Rath. 
Daa Bapta, Bata Kkaftaira Matt, 
tariatfal Ha*aa, Kati. 

Siaaattta Ataiat, Mr. 

Haaaa AM Okawtfkary, Mr. IjaA. 
taWattla Nastaaiy, Mr. Ijni. 
rfaaat AN Majaatar, Maalvl. 
Ktaa, Mr. Pata al ra LalL 
Kinir, Mr. Atal ttaatra. 

Kaatfa, Mr. Matttta Baft. 
MajaaMar, Mn. Haaupmau 
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Uaftl, Mr. lUMka Mtftir. 


Maafcar, Mr. Mta Okaalra. 
Baaakar AM, Mr. kyd. 
Ra«tiaMia Ah««4. Mr. 
R«y, Mr. Ckaru Okaalra. 
Ray, Mr. Maanatka Rata. 


IkaattMla Akaal, Mr. M. 
•lagfca, laH Kaketra Rata. 
Wallur Rafeaiaa, Maalvi. 
Zawaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEI — 17. 


AMal Asia, Maataaa Ml. 

AMal Matt, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hakiaa, Hauhrl. 

AMal Haklai Vikrampuri, Maatvi Ml. 

AMal HaiuM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Kartai, Mr. 

AMal Wakal Kkaa, Mr. 

AMar Rakaiaa SMItgi, Mr. 

AMar RaakaM, Maalvi Ml. 

AMar Raal, Kkaa Bakalur Maalvi I. 

AMar Raal, Kkaa Bakalur Ikak. 

AMar Ranak, Maalvi. 

AMai IkakaM, Maalvi Ml. 

Akal Maiklm, Maalvi. 

Aka I Qaatem, Maalvi. 

Akiaal Ali MrMka, Maalvi. 

AkaiM Maaaia, Mr. 

Altaaallln Akmd, Kkaa Bakalur Maalvi. 
Aaiinullafc, Kkaa lakik Maulvi. 

Aaiir All Mia, Maalvi Mi. 

Aawarul Axlm, Kkaa Bakalur Mi. 

Aikrafali, Mr. M. 

A vial Haeaiaa Kkaa, Kkaa BakMur Maalvi. 

Aifcar Ali, Maalvi. 

Barat Ali. Mr. Ml. 

Ball* Hart, Mill F. B. 

Birkmyre, tlr Haary. Bart. 

Btearaa, Mr. Railk Lai. 

Ckippedale, Mr. I. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oai, Rai lakik Klrtt Bkaua. 

Parfcat Baaa Kkaaaai. Begu». 

Fallal Hn, tka HeaMa Mr. A. K. 

Fatial Qaalir, Kkaa Bakalur Maalvi. 

F altar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Daeta). 

FaHar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaattafk). 

Bladiag, Mr. 0. 
ftvraag, Mr. OaaiMr llagk. 

Byaaallla AkaiM Okaalkary. AlkalJ. 

HaMkaRak, tka Haa tfa Naval Bakalar K., at 
Dacca. 

MaBieMia Ckaaikurt, Maalvi. 

MaalMti AkaMl, Kkaa Ukik. 

NaaBtaa, Hr. K. A. 

Haakea AH Kkaa, Kkaa Bakalar Maalvi. 


HatvaiaHl laaiaiar, Kkaa lakik Maalvi. 

Hayved, Mr. Ragerv. 

Hirtid, Mr. M. A. F. 
tirta Akaial Mia, Maatvi. 

Jalaluiila Akaial, Kkaa Bakalur Maalvi. 
Kakiraliia Kkaa, Kkaa Bakalar Maalvi. 

Kataai All Mlrta, lakikcala Kaaraa iak lyal. 
Keaaeiy, Mr. I. 8. 

Matiuiilfl Akaial, Maalvi. 

Magalra, Mr. L. T. 

Maaial, Mr. Birat Okaalra. 

Maaiai, Mr. lagat Okaalra. 

Maalrailla Akkaal, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaaal AH, Kkaa Bakalar. 

Margie, Mr. B. 

Maalaai AN MaNak, Maulvi M. 

Makaanaal lirail, Maalvi. 

Makamraal IMilgue, Kkaa Bakalur Dr. lyal. 
Mulliak. tka Han'kle Mr. Makaala Bakary. 

MuHlak, Mr. Falla Bakary. 

Mattagavaal Hague, Mr. lyal. 

Naaiy, tka Haa'kia Makaraja Irtaakaalra, af 
OaMimkatar. 

Naaamllak, Nawaktda K. 

FaHan, Mr. W. 0. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Bakalar A. M. L. 

Raiktt, tka Haa'kia Mr. Praaaaua Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Fatiraai. 

Ida r villa Akaial, Mr. 
lakeke-Alaai, Mr. lyal. 
laNai, Mr. I. A. 
lartar, Baku Maikuaaiaa. 
lerajut lalaa. Mr. 

Ikakakudia. Mr. Kfcwa|a, O.B.K. 

Itark, Mr. A. F. 

IpeMer, Mr. 4 . H. 
liaclair, Mr. 4 . F. 
lirlar, Baku LltU Mada. 
lakraararly, tka Haa'kia Mr. H. I. 

Taaitiudta Kkaa, tka Haa'kia Mr. 

Tatal Akaial Okaalkary, Maalvi MaJI. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Weriiarertk, Mr. W. 0. 

Taaat AH Ckaatkary, Mr. 


The A>es being T5 and the Noes 87, the motion wax lost. 

The motion of Mr Syed Jalaluddin Hasheiny that the demand of 
Rs. 1,27,00,000 under the head ‘25— General Administration” he 
reduced* by Rs. 100 was then put and hist. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As the time is over, I shall now put the main 
demand, all other motions being guillotined. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that the demand for 
a sum of Rs. 1,27,00,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“25 — General Administration” was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 


It being 8 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 12th 
March, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemhli met in tin* As>embl\ House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 12th March, 1J14I, ai 4-4 » p.m. 

Present: 

Mi Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Mi ii\M\i\n A/i/fi. J I a u i ' E . c i .E., 
Khan Hultudur) in the Ch.iii, seven Tlou'ble Ministers and JSd meiiiheis 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Outbreak of malaria and other diseases in the district of Murehidabnd. 

•149. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Lorn I Self-Government 
Department, be pleased to state — 

tii whether during the current Hengali year there bus been a heavy 
outbreak of malaria and other d incase* in the district of 
Murshidabad as also a heavy death toll taken bv Huch 
diseases ; 

( 11 ) the arrangements made b\ the District Hoard of Murshidabad 
for meeting the situation; and 

(tii) whether attention of the Government has been drawn to the 
situation aforesaid? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the steps 
taken by Government to cope with the situation? 

(/V) Will the TTon’hle Minister please lay on the table copies of the 
correspondence that has passed between Government and the Health 
Department of the District Hoard in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hobble Nawab Khwaja 
HabibUffah Bahadur, Of Dacca: (<n ( i ) So far as cases of malaria 
and kala-azar are concerned, the answer is in the affirmative; but as 
regards other principal diseases* there is no indication of any increase 
in comparison with the previous year. 

8 
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(n) It is reported by the District Magistrate that the District Board 
employed 3 epidemic doctors on active duties to cope with the outbreak, 
in addition to the expenditure of Rs.3,(H)0 incurred by it during the 
year for free distribution of quinine. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(b) Three medical licentiates have been deputed for anti-malaria 
work in the district; and a special supply of quinine to the value of 
Rs. 3,000 has been made to the district in addition to the normal gTant 
of Rs.21,160 for free supply of quinine through the recognised agencies. 

Arrangements have also been made to supply ten thousand plasmochin 
tablets to the District Board for malaria epidemic work. 

(c) Copies of correspondence that has passed between Government 
and the Health Department of the District Board are laid on the 
library table. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state, with reference to answer (h), viz., that three 
medical licentiates have been deputed for anti-malaria work in the 
district, when were these licentiates appointed and for what period? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khawaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, I want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: It uppe ars from a copy of 
the correspondence laid on the Library table that on the With Novem- 
ber, 1940, the rhuirmnn of the District Board wrote to the Director of 
Public Health Bengal, that last year 131 medical men were appointed 
by the District Board to meet the situation but a similar situation 
arose this year, when the District Board was unable to cope with the 
situation for want of funds. After receiving that letter, what steps 
were taken by Government to meet the situation? For the informa- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister I may read out the letter which has been 
placed on the Libnry table. It runs thus: “In the year 1938, we 
appointed a few doctors at the beginning but the result was that we 
had to appoint 131 medical men for the whole of the district, and we 
apprehend that similar demands will follow from other quarters. Our 
Budget this year is a deficit one, and the Finance Committee has 
suggested drastic cuts to square up the Budget, and the Public Health 
Committee even does not seem to be inclined to sanction additional 
appointments of doctors in consideration of paucity of funds; whereas 
I am to see to the health of the district and also to save the lives of the 
people. As I am rather helpless, I approach you to come to our rescue 
by Sending extra doctors with assistants and medicines or to sanction 
money lor this 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order. order. I think you cannot read it out. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AHYAL: 1 ask, after receiving this 
letter, what steps were taken by Government to meet the situation? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: You should first ask him whether he received the 
letter. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: lie placed the letter on the 
Library table. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Oh, 1 see 

the Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

rnfortunatel\ t he* only copy of that letter 1 had I have placed on the 
Libran table, and without that letter it is not possible tor me to answer 
the question I would therefore ask for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In that case, Sir, in view of 
t he import. nice of this question, would ask you to bold over the ques- 
tion for the presenl 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Y es, it may he held over, hut at the same time 
\ou mu\ also inform him of the supplementary questions you want to 
ask. 


Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir, I will do that. 
(At this stage question No. * 1A0 was called out.) 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: In the 

absence of the Hon’bie Nawab Musharrufl Hussain, Khan Bahadur, 
may 1 have your kind permission to answer this question on his behalf? 

• 

Mi? SPEAKER: The Hon ’hie Minister ought to have given pre- 
vious intimation to that effect; otherwise, it is very difficult to meet 
supplementary questions, if afiy. The question is therefore held over 
for the present. 
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Recording of jute lands in Kishoreganj and Netrakona subdivisions 
of Mymensingh. 

•151. Mr. MONOMOHAN DA8: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware — 

( i ) that in the district of Mymensingh in the eastern part of 

Kishoreganj and Netrakona subdivisions and by the sides of 
the rivers Jumna and Brahmaputra, there are many jute- 
growing areas, known as bhati and char amis; 

(ii) that the said areas remain under water from the early part of 

Jaistha B.S. till* the last part of Kartik B.S. ; 

(hi) that the water rises up to ten and twelve cubits high above the 
land level; 

(iv) that no other crops except jute can be grown there; and 

(v) that the nature of the lands roferied to in (?) has not been 
recorded in the form hv the field workers ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmathe, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, it an\. he proposes to take in 
the matter? 


MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): It i> true 

that then* are some char and bhati areas in Jamalpur aud Netrakona; 
in tact, in most other districts of Bengal also. According to the rules, 
the flu I \ to get such lands recorded under section 3 {2) lay on the jute- 
growers themsches. 

The jute-growers were informed b\ notices in form No. (J that if they 
possessed any such lands, they should file their applications within 
15 days of the distribution of copies of the record relating to the mauza 
concerned; and, where such applications were filed, they were enquired 
into and action taken. In the Kishoreganj subdivision, for instance, 
70 ‘08 acres of lands were recorded under sub-section (2) of section 3. 

(6) On representation being made that some of these applications 
were rejected on the ground of time-limit or were not properly enquired 
into, Government have reconsidered the situation and in order to give 
redress to such persons, as far as practicable, have recently issued 
instructions to the effect that, on an application being filed to the Union 
Jute (Vmimittee, these rejected applications shall be re-examined and 
previous orders revised, if necessary. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (a) will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state as to whether 
he is not aware about the existence of hhati areas in the eastern part 
of Kjshoreganj subdivision ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN « There are man v such 
areas in Kishoreganj. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Ma\ I point out to 
the Hon 'hie Minister that in the answer Ik* sa>s-~‘It is true that there 
art- "ohm* char and hhati areas in •luutalyur and Nctrokona.” The 
auswei does not deal with Kishuieganj. ' Is that a mistake ol the 
Hon’ hie Minister? Ur will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaded to state 
the icason tor this omission of Kishoreganj? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Possibly this is a clerical 

niM.ike 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the llon’ble Ministei be 
plea s**d to state whethet it is m the contemplation oi the* Government 
to undertake resurvex ot those lands when* nothing hut jute can 
he grown d tiling the season? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 think, sit. >... question 
of resuive\ arises. The House prohabU remenihers that an amend- 
ment to the Jute Regulation Act was duly passed. That Act has not 
yet been enforced. When th.it Act is enforced, people* aggrieved will 
be entitled to file application for revision, and if such applications are 
filed, those cases in which revision is wanted will he investigated. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Are we to understand from what 
the Hon’ble Minister lias said just now that after applieatioiis have 
been file»d by the jute-growers Government will make a revision 
of the record of lands on which nothing hut jute can be grown in this 
season ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The> will be brought undei record as showing 
that nothing but jute can be grown thereon. 

• 

Mr.* NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wjhether Government is contemplating to 
take any steps to ascertain the extent of land in the hhati areas which 
have been affected by this regulation? 
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The Hofl’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That will not be neces- 
•ary. Ah I have already said, if any applications are made by the 
jute-growers of the bhati area to have their lands recorded under 
section ( 2 ), then the records of those lands will be revised. If they 
feel that their applications were not properly enquired into, then this 
revision will he done, and in fact orders have already been issued to 
this effect; and over and above that, as I have already said, when the 
amending Act comes into force there will he another revision of the 
record of lands of the affected parties, hut no resurvey of the bhati 
area is at all necessary. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Apart from the ques- 
tion of applications being made by aggrieved parties, I am asking 
whether Government consider it desirable in view* of its answer admit- 
ting that there are such bhati areas in the district of Mymensingh where 
nothing hut jute can he grown, to ascertain the actual extent of land 
so affected ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What fault has been committed by other dis- 
tricts that preference should he given to certain areas in a particular 
district ? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: My question is: in view 
of this admission that there are lands which could grow nothing hut 
jute, does Government contemplate the desirability of ascertaining the 
extent of land in the hhatt areas which are of this description? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 understand your point. Hut the difficulty is 
that once Government begins to do so, applications will come from 
every district, and the whole scheme will fail. All you are anxious to 
know* is whether the record will show onl\ tho.-e areas where nothing 
but jute can he grown. The lion’ hie Minister has given an assurance 
that apart from legislation he has issued instructions to this effect and 
the jute-growers will again get a chance. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: You mean. Sir, for 
revisions to he made on applications received. 1 want to know whether 
Government is contemplating ascertaining the actual extent of land 
apart from any question of applications to he made by them 

Mr. 8PEAKER. lii Kishoregunj and Netrokona subdivisions? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: \es, Sir, particularly 
in the bhati lands where the Hon‘hle Minister has admitted that nothing 
but jute is growu. 
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Tilt Hon’blt Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Sir, Government con- 
sider that it is absolutely unnecessary. 

Manlvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether t lie amended Act will be brought into force 
immediately after the sowing season or during the sowing season ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Immediate^ after the 

sowing season. 


Number of teachers in Government high English schools in the 
district of BakarginJ. 

•152. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister m charge of the Education Department Ik* pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing, with respect to the Ilakarganj 
district. — 

( i ) the present number of teachers in Government high English 
schools ; 

(n) the number of them that are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims; and 

(ut) the number of (1) Hindu and (2^ Muslim Head Masters in 
these Government schools Y 

(b) Is it a fact that in some of the Government schools both the 
Head Masters and the Assistant Head Masters are Muslims!'' 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq) : <o > 0 > «7 ( including 2 vacant posts). 

(n) (1) 36 and (2) 29 excluding 2 vacant post*. 

(in) (1) One and (2) Three. 

(b) Yes. In the Perojpur Government High School. It is, how- 
ever, contemplated to transfer the Muslim Assistant Head Master of the 
school to Bhola Government High School, where the Head Master is a 
Hindu and to appoint a Hindu in his place. 

Recording of Jute lands in certain thanes of Dinalpur district. 

*153. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Is the Hon 'hie Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware — 

O) that The jute lands of many cultivators in Chirirbandar and 
Parbatipur thanas pf the Dinajpur district have not been 
recorded ; and 
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* (it) that there exists a feeling of discontent amongst the people of 
the said area? 

(h) When do the Government contemplate bringing into force the 
Jute Regulation (Amendment) Act, 1940, in the said area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDD9N KHAN: (a) Government lave 
issued detailed instructions that all cases of persons, whose lands have 
been totally omitted, should be enquired into by the Union Jute Com- 
mittees and t lie* staff; and omi>sions rectified, as far as possible. 

(h) The enforcement of the Amendment Act all over the Province is 
under consideration of the Government; but, pending enforcement and 
formulation of the rules thereunder, the Government have already 
ordered that clerical mistakes of all classes, total omissions of com- 
plete sheets or mauzas, if any (but so far no such case has been dis- 
covered), and total omissions of' the lands of individual jute-growers 
should he rectified on a provisional basis. These corrections will be 
ratified after the Amendment Act has been enforced. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view nt his answei that all 
cases of omission would he enquired into by the Cnion Jute Committees 
or individual jute growers, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state 
if they have been given any special instructions as to the procedure of 
initiating the enquiry-- I mean whether the Cnion Jute Committee will 
of itself initiate the enquiry or the affected persons will have to come 
up tafore the Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The affected persons 
will have to apply first of all. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Has this fact that there will 
be an enquiry as to the omissions been amply circulated to the peasants 
and tenants so that they can know about this? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is it your constituency? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Yes, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: if 1 had been the Minister, I would have asked 
the honourable member" to circulate it himself. (Laughter.) , 

f 

Tht Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, Government has 
circulated all these things very widely. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to consider the desirability of issuing detailed instructions that 
all cases of persons whose lands have been partially omitted should be 
enquired into by the Union Jute Committee and the staff nnd the omis- 
sions rectified as far as possible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Not until the amended 
Act is in force. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Number of voters for the ensuing election of the Provincial Legislative 

Assembly. 

55. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Constitution and Elections) Department be 
pleased to state tin* total number of voters tw)th male and female of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly ot each community lor every constituency 
for the ensuing election of the Provincial legislative Assembly? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: The informa- 
tion is not yet completely available. I will communicate to the 
honourable inembei such figures as are compiled upon the receipt of 
all returns which have been called for. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state win the information is not vet completely 
available ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The figures are 
being collected by the registering authorities and are expected from 
them. We have asked for information, but it has not \et readied 
\\ Titers' Buildings. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Does the Hon hie 

.Minister except that it will reach him ver\ soon !" 

The Hon’bio Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Not very soon, 
because there^was a large number of objections in case of certain areas. 
For instance a large number of objections were received in Calcutta 
and so the final publication could not be made till December, JM 40 . 
It will take a little time to collect all these figures. 
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Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURh Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to give the figures of those constituencies in respect 
■of which the final electoral rolls are complete? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: An attempt will 
be made, Sir. 


DEMAND FOR CRANT. 

40 — Agriculture. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, T beg to move that a sum of 
Ils. 48,85,000 *be granted for expenditure under the head “40 — 
Agriculture”. 

It will he seen, Sir, that out of the total provision of Rs. 48,85,000 
for 1941-42 Us. 27, *‘11,000 is in connection with jute regulation under 
the following heads : — 


Rs. 

(1) Jute purchase 55,000 

(2) Jute Regulation ... 22,15,000 

(8) Storage of jute records . . 17.000 

(4) Substitute crops for jute ... 4,44,000 


The balance of the provision amounting to Rs. 17,50,000 is for what 
may be called the normal activities of the Department and 1 will refer 
first to that part of the Hudget. 

In one sentence, the policy of the department is to increase the 
yield of crops now grown, to introduce new and more remunerative 
crops and improved methods and to assist the cultivators to dispose of 
their produce to the best advantage. For the information of honour- 
able membeis 1 have had compiled and circulated a note on the activities 
of the department towards carrying out this policy. For the purpose 
of forming their opinions and of offering criticism I thought it would 
be useful to honourable members if they had in a concise form a descrip- 
tion of the fields of activity of the department and some idea of what 
is being done. The note is not intended to suggest that enough has 
been achieved. Indeed in a province where some 28,000,000 acres are 
under cultivation and where some 45 millions of the ‘ population is 
dependent on the land one may very well doubt if enough could ever be 
achieved. The note therefore is simply intended for the infomation 
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of honourable members with a view to a fuller understanding of and co- 
operation iu the work of the department, to give them some idea of 
what. is beiug done and what has so far been achieved. As I have 
already said I do not claim that it is enough, but I do claim that we 
are working on the right lines and that the Department has made an 
honest attempt to do what it could with the resources at its disposal. 
I max be asked why we have not done more I propose to explain 
briefly why it has not been possible to do more and l will indicate 
briefly with reference to the note and to the provisions of the budget 
what we are doing to expand the activities of the department. 

I have referred to the limitation* imposed h\ the resources at our 
disposal. — it uould be more appropriate perhaps to sax the lack of 
resources at our disposal. It is xxell known that from the very begin- 
ning the Department of Agriculture has suffered through lack of funds 
Cntil tin's Government took office the budget of the depat tment xvas 
as little as ft lakhs Hoxx little this xvas will la* icalised on comparison 
with lakhs in Madras, TS] lakhs in the Punjab and ‘JG A lakhs m the 
l luted Province* in the xeai |!WS~W This shortage of funds has 
resulted not onlx in in.sufficienex of staff in numbers but insufficiency 
of properlx qualified staff 

In the note which has been circulated to honourable members will 
be found some description of the research work of the department and 
a description of what is being done to earn the results of research to 
the cultivator. Once research work has advanced to a certain stage, 
the most important thing is earning its results to the cultivates and 
it has been explained in the note that this is being done through the 
District Farms which are under the supervision of the District Agricul- 
tural Offi< ers and through the thana I. urns and demonstration centres 
which are under the supervision of demonstrator*. We are * invoiced 
that this sxstem is basieallx sound and it is our policx to expand this 
system as fast as funds and trained staff permit. This policy has been 
endorsed bx the Land Revenue Commission and I am glad to sax that 
it ha- also been endorsed b\ the Provincial Hoard of Agriculture, 
Veterinary and Animal Husbandrx to which I shall rider later. 

The rate of expansion depend* on the number of qualified staff 
available. For the production of qualified officers, as tin* Jfousc is 
aware, the Hengal Agricultural Institute has been established, and the 
Bhutnath Pal Agricultural School at ( hitisttrah was taken over last 
year as a Departmental Secondary School for tic* purpose of increasing 
the outturn of trained demonstrators. Copies#uf Jthe prospectus of the 
In stitute hav# already been sent to honourable members. I need only 
mention here that the first course will open at the Institute in April 
next and is designed to produce men who will be well qualified to serve 
Government either as District Agricultural Officers or as Live-stock 
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Officers. The course lasts for two years and twenty students can be 
admitted each year. From March, 1943, we shall therefore begin to 
obtain a steady output of well qualified District Agricultural Officers 
and Live-stock Officers. AVhen the demaud for these has been met, 
it is intended to open further courses at the Institute for training officers 
in other branches of work for which they may be required. 

At the Agricultural School at Chinsurah the same two year course 
is given as at the Dacca Secondary Agricultural School tor the purpose 
of producing young men qualified to be departmental demonstrators. 
Out of eleven students at the school when it was taken over by the 
department nine have passed the examination this year. At present 
there are 30 students in residence and it is possible to accommodate and 
train 30 at a time. Tims the maximum outturn of young men qualifier! 
to he demonstrators from this school can he 1 <S per annum. This will 
help us considerably but I am examining the possibilities of still further 
accelerating the outturn of trained demonstrators. I may add that it 
is our policy to encourage the sons of cultivators to take these courses 
and w'ith this object To per cent, of the seats are reserved for the sins 
of bona fide cultivators or those who have a direct interest in the land. 
The minimum educational qualification is a pass certificate from Class 
A HI of a High English School. 

For higher agricultural training three scholars had been selected, 
two for training at Cambridge University for the Diploma m Agricul- 
ture and one for training in dairying and poultn at the West of Scotland 
Agricult ural College with a view to taking the National Diploma in 
dairying and the College Diploma in Poultry. Owing to the war it 
was not possible to send these scholars to the United Kingdom in 1939 
or 1940. The |>ossiblit\ of sending them to America for training in 
1941-42 is now being examined. Provision for this purpose has been 
included in the lludget for 1!M 1-42. 

It will l>e seen therefore that we have been making every attempt 
to overcome the main obstacle to expansion and improvement of the 
work of the department, namely, the provision of a sufficient number of 
well qualified officers. The House will appreciate that the process must 
necessarily he gradual partly because of tiie large amount of work to 
be done first in getting the required institutions read} and then in the 
actual training of officers. 

I have said that I claim that we are working on the right lines and 
that we are convinced that the system described in the note circulated 
to honourable members for conveying the results of research to the 
cultivators through the agency of district farms, thana farms and 
demonstration centres is basically sound. But I do not mean that we 
are resting content with these methods alone. 1 propose to keep con- 
stantly under review the measures for improving and expanding the 
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methods of the department. For this purpose I have reconstituted the 
old Board of Agriculture and the old Board of Animal Husbandry into 
a single and more representative Board called the Provincial Board 
of Agriculture, Veterinary and Animal Husbandry. This consists of 
the head technical experts of the Department concerned including Mie 
Director ot Rural Reconstruction and nine non-otticial members, of 
whom five are members of this House, two are members of the Fpper 
House and two are gentlemen who devote special interest to agriculture. 
There are also occasional members consisting of the Chief Engineer, 
Irrigation Department, Registrar. Co-operative Societies, Secretary, 
Indian Central -lute Committee, and Director ot Public Instruction 
who will he invited to attend meetings tor discussions of subjects on 
whh h they are specially qualified to advise. 

The Board will meet at least once every two months and its junctions 
generally are to advise Government on all matters referred to it relating 
to the advancement of agriculture and animal husbandry. 1 believe 
that the Board will he ot great assistance in the examination and 
development of new idea" tor the improvement of agriculture* and 
animal husbandry, ami although under the terms of its constitution 
it will consider such matters as are referred to it by Government, 1 
will welcome constructive suggestions from honourable members from 
time to time for discussion by the Board, though obviously it cannot 
be undertaken that every suggestion sent must necessarily be placed 
before the Board. The Board held its first meeting a few days ago 
and amongst the subjects discussed was a review of the present scheme 
of spreading improved crops through the agency of district farms, 
thana farms and demonstration centres. This policy has been endorsed 
by the Board and at the next meeting will be considered, what other 
measures, in addition to those already being taken bv the Department 
can be adopted to convey to the cultivators more widely and more 
rapidly the results of research work. 

The need for expansion ot our reseuich work also has not been lost 
sight o£ and I have taken steps with a view to taking fuller advantage 
of the facilities ottered by the Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Research for assisting in schemes of research. As a result of the 
steps tuken, the Provincial Agricultural Reseurch Committee has this 
year examined and recommended twelve research schemes for the 
consideration of the Advisory Board of the Imperial Council. 

Turning now to the items of new expenditure in the budget for 
1941-42 the list may not appear impressive in volume but it contains 
provisions, all of which will he a definite advance in improving the 
conditions of 4he agriculturists of the province. 

The provision for 9J thang farms is for continuing in new sites 
thana farms which have already been in existence for three years. In 
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addition, provision is made for the establishment of 10 new thana 
farms and 30 new demonstration centres with ten more demonstrators 
for their supervision. I have already explained that the rate of our 
development in this direction is governed for the present by the rate 
of outturn of trained staff. 

As an example of conveying to the cultivator the results of 
reseurch, provision has been made for the multiplication and distribu- 
tion of improved departmental wheat. The total area under wheat in 
the province is about 100,300 acres. Of this only a few hundred acres 
are under the improved wheat of the department. With the limited 
facilities at present available in district farms the rate of multiplica- 
tion of these strains is now too slow. The present scheme is for three 
years and provides tor multiplication of wheat on the lands of cultiva- 
tors. In the first yeur seed for 80 acres will he distributed free and 
grown by the cultivators. From this, 1,000 maunds of seeds are 
expected of which the department will buy 800 maunds for distribution 
and sowing a further 800 acres in the second year. This is expected 
to yield 10,000 maunds of seed of which the department will again 
buy 8(H) maunds for distribution and sowing a further 800 acres in 
the third year from which again another 10, (MM) maunds will be 
obtained. The seed which is not bought by the department will be 
at the disposal of the cultivators who may grow it. 

As a measure of demonstration of improved implements provision 
has been made for the distribution of 400 improved ploughs to cultiva- 
tors. 

The provision tor 20 additional stockmen is to turther strengthen 
the staff of the Live-Stock Expert working the cattle improvement 
scheme in the districts. 

A small hut important item is tor training an officer in the technique 
of bidi tobacco. The consumption of bidi tobacco in Bengal is 
estimated at 83,000 maunds per annum and its value is calculated to 
be Rs. 10 lakhs. Almost all of it is imported into Bengal. The 
department has proved that this tobacco grows well in certain parts 
of Bengal, hut attempts to introduce its cultivation has met with poor 
response owing to lack of knowledge of the technique of curing it. It 
is, therefore, intended to send an officer to Bombay and Gujrat for 
training in all the operations of cultivating and curing the tobacco 
with the object of introducing this useful crop amongst the cultivators 
of Bengal. 

For the developments! marketing I have provided for the establish- 
ment of an additional egg grading station at Gouripose in Tippera 
district in view of the encouraging results obtained from the egg grad- 
ing stations which have already been in operation. Gouripore is an 
important centre of the egg trade where 40,000 eggs are handled daily 
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in winter ami 25,000 daily in summer. T T nder a grant received from 
the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research two manque grading 
stations, one orange grading station and one tobacco grading station 
have been worked as an experiment. This has proved successful and 
it has now been decided to continue these grading stations and provi- 
sion has accordingly been mude in the Budget. 

Following the recommendations of the Royal Commission on Agri- 
culture and the Indian Central Banking Enquiry Committee the need 
for the establishment pf a Provincial Marketing Board has been recog- 
nised and provision for the establishment of a Board has accordingly 
been made. It is intended that the Board should consist of officials 
of the Departments concerned, representatives of the legislatures, the 
Chambers of Commerce, the Railways and Inland Steamer Companies, 
and <»t the growers of agricultural produce. Its functions generally 
will la* to establish and maintain closer co-ordination between the 
departments and various interests concerned and to advise Government 
on means tor the improvement of the marketing of agricultural pro- 
duce. 

Provision has also been mude for an enquiry into the various tolls 
and charges levied on cultivators and others in the markets of Bengal. 
The Bengal Markets Regulation Bill which I intend to introduce in 
the present session in place of the Agricultural Produce Markets Bill 
contemplates the prevention of the realisation of unjustified exactions 
in the markets and this enquiry will he necessary to give effect to the 
provisions of the Bill if it becomes law. 

Before leaving the subject of the demand for the normal activities 
of the Department 1 would like to say a word ubouf the need for more 
co-operation from the educated and more well-to-do classes of land- 
owners. I think we are agreed on the need to do all that can he done 
to improve the lot of the cultivators. But I do feel that there is a 
tendency to think that all this should be done by Government. It is 
of course a responsibility of Government, hut I believe that Govern- 
ment’s efforts could he very largely augmented by co-operation from 
the educated landowning classes. In the spread of improved depart- 
mental seeds much could he done if such landowners would set aside 
a part of their land, even if it be only a few acres, for the multiplica- 
tion of improved crops and for the maintenance of seed stores from 
which at a fair price they could supply their tenants with improved 
departmental seeds. In the Report of the Department for 1939-40 
mention is nude of 99 private farms which have done much good in 
this manner. Departmental seeds were multiplied and stored and 
after reserving some for further multiplication the surplus was made 
available to neighbouring cultivators. 
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The need for manuring is recognised. The department has been 
successful in producing a manure from organic refuse. In this direc- 
tion also much could be done by the more prosperous landowners by 
arranging for the demonstration of these methods to their tenants and 
by encouraging them to adopt them. Similarly such landowners at 
very little cost could help by example to introduce improved ploughs 
and other implements. Co-operation in these ways will be welcomed 
by the officers of the department and they will certainly give all the 
advice and assistance they can. I commend to the attention of honour- 
able members who are interested in this subject jhe description ol the 
work done in private farms in the Northern Circle in Volume II of 
the Report of the Department for 1939-40. 

I now turn to the large portion of the demand under this grant for 
expenditure in connection with jute. The principal items are as 
follows : — 

(1) For the examination of jute lands and the checking of 

licenses for the 1941 crop — Rs. 9,15,000. 

(2) For the issue of licenses for the 1942 crop — Rs. 13,(19,000. 

(3) For the supply of seeds of alternative crops during 1941-42 — 

Rs. 4,44,000. 

It will he observed that all these items relate to the regulation ot 
the jute crop. The policy ot Government with regard to jute is to 
make every effort humunly possible to give the grower the best possible 
price tor the commodity. As has been so often said on the floor of the 
House and elsewhere the first ami most fundamental step tow aids this 
end is the adjustment of suppl\ to demand. Previous attempts to do 
this by voluntary restriction having proved ineffective Government 
have ultimately decided to regulate the production of jute ou a com- 
pulsory basis. This has necessitated a comprehensive survey of the 
entire jute area of the Province and the work of issuing licenses to 
more than 55 lakhs of jute-growers is now proceeding apaee. This is 
an experiment which in its boldness and magnitude far surpasses any 
other similar attempt anywhere else in the world. If this experi- 
ment succeeds, as 1 have no doubt it will, three-fourths of our battle 
for the jute-grower will have been won. This is central pivot round 
which all our other activities to ameliorate the condition of the jute 
grower must revolve. Those who advocate the policy of abandonment 
of this sheet anchor are out to shipwreck the {>oor cultivator. These 
are the people who in spite of their lip-syuipathy with tip* jute-grower 
would keep him the eternal victim of fortuitous circumstances, to be 
dictated upon and exploited as he has always been in the past. The 
poor but shrewd jute-grower will not fail to find out these false friends. 
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So far as the coming season is concerned no one can predict with 
any degree of certainty what will happen, no one cun even forecast 
for the morrow. The limited market and the curtailed shipping now 
available may be further curtailed, and in spite of the drastic regula- 
tion that is going to be enforced prices may not In* satisfactory in the 
coming season. Hut one thing is certain that without this regulation 
what remains of the 1940 crop and practically the whole of the 1941 
crop would lie unsaleable. Nothing but the strict enforcement of the 
regulation ot this year’s erop can prevent such a catastrophe. 

What other steps will have to he taken in implementing the jute 
policy of Government will depend on circumstances as they develop. 
It will be futile to make an attempt to foreeast these steps in advance 
in these extraordinary times. But 1 can assure the House that nothing 
that can be done will l»e left undone. In pursuance of our policy we 
aim ultimately at the setting up of an organization of the jute-growers 
of the Province on a co-operative basis with adequate provision for 
warehousing facilities, so that they may be placed in a position to 
control the marketing oi the entire produce of the Province. An 
ambitious project like this will necessarily take a considerable time to 
materialise, particularly in a country where the vast majority of the 
growers are ignorant and illiterate Any impatience on our part will 
only jeopardise the cause we hold so dear. 

Before 1 conclude I would like to sa\ a \er\ few words about the 
item relating to the provision of seed-* tor substitute crops. The sum 
of Rs. 4,4 1, (MM) tor which I am asking under this item represents the 
money required tor securing seed*-- principalis paddy seed;- - to he 
made a\aila l le at a reasonable price to culli\a1or- in those areas where 
an adequate suppl\ i> not mailable through the ordinary channels. 

It will he clear that Go\ eminent tannot undertake to supply seeds 
to every one who wants them all o\ei the province That would he a 
task hevond the resources ot an\ Government hut we are doing all that 
is feasible through the department to see that in areas where there is 
a shortage of suitable seeds, supplies from outside will Ire made avail- 
able to make up the deficit as far a-< is po-^i' le. 

♦ 

Maulvi ABU H088AIH 8ARKAR: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4d,8">.0(H) for .expenditure under the head "49 — 
Agriculture” be reduced by Its. 1(H). 

Sir, it must lie recalled that after the last Great War the price of 
jute rose very high but subsequently it fell very low ; but the jute mill 
owners made enormous profit. So the country' people began to clamour 
and the previoifk Government set up a Committee of which Mr. Speaker, 
you happened to lie a member. # That Committee reported among other 
things that the cultivation of jute could be controlled and fortunately, 
9 
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Mr. Speaker, in the minority report the members made out a clear case 
for fixing the minimum price of jute. fTnfortunatelv the previous 
Government did not accept that wise counsel hut they only took to 
voluntary restriction of the cultivation of jute. This Government came 
to power in 1937 and they also began to follow the same policy, viz., 
the voluntary restriction of the cultivation of jute. Now, in 1937* 
thut is, in the very beginning <>f the working of this present Govern- 
ment, on behalf of our Krishak Proja Purty 1 submitted a comprehen- 
sive Jute Rill which recommended among other things restriction of 
cultivation, fixing of minimum price of jute, opening of regulated 
market and warehouse, uniformity ol weight and many other things 
and thut Rill came up for discussion in 1938. Resides, Mr. Speaker, 
several cut motions were moved in this Assembly for compelling the 
Government to take up a definite policy, specially for fixing the 
minimum price of jute. However, though the llon’ble Mr. l'azlul 
Hu.i us the leader ot the Krishak Proja Party before the election made 
it his election programme and the party programme also that he will 
try to fix the minimum price of jute it the purty comes into power, 
that gentleman subsequently resiled from his position ami made a 
remarkable statement that us lawyer's fee cannot la- fixed, so the price 
of jute also could not be fixed. And we thought that the Government 
will go on with their voluntary restriction schemes but thev did not 
follow that totally. The first attempt that they made in their own 
wav was to restrict the hour of work of the jute nulls. 1 think that 
ordinance was not followed by the pet sons concerned. Subsequently 
Government published another ordinance fixing the minimum pi ice of 
loose jute and hessians in the futures market. That also was over- 
thrown. Again, another ordinance was passed by the Government 
fixing the minimum and maximum prices ot futures market of baled 
jute as well as hessians. That also was thrown to the winds. 

Now, Sir, it may lie remembered that W'hen the Government tried 
to fix the price ot jute in the futures market, the price rose up and 
fortunately or unfortunately the jute mill owners could not tolerate 
that. They began to put pressure. Therefore, the very Government 
which passed successive ordinances did not enforce those ordinances 
but came to terms with jute mill owners and entered into a gentle- 
man’s agreement, which also I aui sorry to say was not observed by the 
party concerned. Now, Sir, being unable to control the formidable 
mill interest the Ilon'ble Ministers tried to punish the cultivators for 
their clamour. In 1939 abruptly they pussed a Rill, called the Jute 
Regulation Rill and bfjgan to survey the lands haphazardly. What is 
more astonishing is that the volunteers who helped the Ministers in 
their election campaign were recruited as officers and recorders and the 
result was disastrous as some of those .gentlemen did not know how to 
consult maps and settlement records, and they could not relay maps. 
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The lands were not recorded correctly and most of the cultivators were 
disappointed and then begun to clamour. In this Assembly most of 
the learned honourable gentlemen who have anything to do with jute 
and who are supposed to know about jute spoke against the measure 
and Government were compelled to withdraw it. Again, in 1940 they 
began the same experiment and the same process wa> applied in 
appointing officers and the latter also haphazardly recorded the lands, 
and you will he astonished to know, Mr. Speukei, that mosques, 
defxilayas, public roach, school buildings, pat.huthi houses and even 
forests ami hi Is, which were never cultivated, were recorded as jute 
lands and there was absolute turmoil and hubbub in the mufassal. 
The Ilon'ble Finance Minister went to Gaibandha only the other day 
and had he not been suriounded by Maulanus and Maulvis be would 
have seen what kind ot reception he got in the mufassal areas. How* 
ever, the main difficulty of this scheme was this that these temporary 
officers were appointed tor G or 7 months and when the notices for 
correction of records were published and thousands of applieations were 
filed before them, their term of service expired and those unfortunate 
gentlemen instead of looking into the applications burnt them down. 
Hence no record was corrected and the result was very much disastrous 
for which we on behalf of our party were compelled to declare a Jute 
Day, as the Government turned a deaf ear to our prayers and to our 
lectures. Being compelled under these circumstances the Government 
ultimately published some notifications giving hope lliat they will try 
to correct records and still I am sorry to say they did not take any 
effective steps as yet Besides that, the astounding thing is this that 
when the Jute l)a\ was declared this Government issued notices to the 
Collector-, and some officers concerned that in some districts not only 
the question about jute but anything relating to any Bill t hut was 
passed into law could not he discussed as if the Bills passed by this 
Government came as the holy order of God, holy orders that are eon- 
tamed in the Holy ijuorun or the Holy Bible or tin* Holy (hi a or the 
l v(his. No civilized Government, I am sure, Mr. Speaker, could be 
so arbitrary. The British Government is taking exception to the 
methods used by Herr Hitler in his dictatorial Government, hut l 
think our Ministers have become little Hitlers here in Bengal because 
they do not permit any discussion of tbeir Bills and of their orders 
and their ordinances. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that a matter ot jute policy K 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: I submit, Mr. Speaker, that it 
comes with reference to jute policy because they say that the Uegula- 
tions and Acts passed by them could not he discussed and this order 
was passed in connection with^our Jute Day declared to discuss parti- 
cularly about Government’s policy. 
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Now, Sir, this Jute Regulation Act of 1940 was passed; jute lands 
were recorded ; but the price of jute was not altered. Therefore the 
Hon ’hie Finance Minister and some other Ministers of this Govern- 
ment went to Delhi to have a discussion with the Government of India. 
A resolution was passed in this House encouraging the Government to 
have something concrete and the Finance Minister said that he would 
get something substantial though we feared that he would get 
ii ])clhif<a Ijidduo" . Unfortunately he got that thing. He got an 
agreement and Mr. Bagaria, one of the important authorities of 
Calcutta about jute market, did publish a statement very recently that 
the European jute mill owners were not observing that agreement also. 
Therefore, I submit, Sir, the Government are following no policy 
relating to jute and by their bungling, by their mismanagement, by 
their want of knowdedge they are practically ruining the tenantry and 
the cultivators of this country. 

What are they doing by their workP Directly and indirectly they 
are only benefiting the foreign interests who deal in jute— the jute-mill 
owners, jute balers and jute exporters. They are showing their 
indifference to the misfortune of the tenants. This kind of callousness, 
this kind of indifference cannot be expected from Ministers who are 
supposed to come here and take their gad i by the votes of persons who 
are mostly cultivators of jute in Bengal. Now, Sir, what can be done? 
What should be the proposal then? The Government are only trying 
to restrict the cultivation of jute. What else have they done? This 
very Government appointed a Committee to enquire into the condition 
of cultivation of jute and the price of jute. That Committee recom- 
mended among other things the fixation of a minimum price. Govern- 
ment are not accepting that recommendation. Practically the whole 
money, time and labour of these honourable members are going in vain. 
What the Government should do, I submit, is that they should take 
very seriously the report of the Jute Committee and try to fix the 
minimum price of jute. Don’t play shilly-shally ing. Don’t tr\ to 
please ymr masters, the European merchants who are making enormous 
profit out ot jute and jute manufactures. Government last year also 
took to purchasing of jute and several lakhs of rupees were spent and 
the jute lias been stocked. The net result is that they are spending 
Rs. 55,000 a year in the shape of godown rent and other things for 
keeping it in safe custody. They are not selling it. If R 9 . 50,000 is 
drained annually from the public treasury, it will be very unfortunate, 
and some of my friends also questioned whether the jute purchased by 
Government exist in th^, market or in any godown at all. You know, 
Mr. Speaker, that during this war time, England and other countries 
are making strenuous efforts to sell their surplus production. As for 
example, Lord Wiilingdon went to Br&xjl to find out new markets for 
the surplus production of England. What have this Government done? 
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They have not approached the Government of India or anv Al k„ 
authority to find out new markets for our surplus jute. It is a fact 
and nobody can deny, that some of the belligerent countries in Euro™ 
who. are dealing with Brazil and other South American countries ban 
expanded their trade and industry very much. It is reported that 
Brazii is transporting their excess wheat to Europe in paper bags 

DidT G 88 “ 0t bee “ P0S8ihIe f ° r tl,em *° « et J‘ ut9 fro!n India. 
Did this Government approach tho Government of India for exporting 

jute manufactures to other countries? Did this Government ever try 
» explore any other method of finding out any new use for jute which 
hey say is their surplus in the market ? All the Governments are try- 
ing to find out new avenues, to find out new uses, for their Surplus 
agricultural production. But this Government is sitting idle just like 
widows and trying- to restrict production 


Mr. 8PEAKER: It 


is a poor compliment to the widows. 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I wanted to use a stronger 
word, hut I did not find it. Just like helpless widows they are trying 
to control production. ‘ ** 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are trying to take shelter behind widows. 

Mail'vi A8U H 088 A IN 8ARKAR: The cultivators are voiceless. 

to have ?7 rRU rr Jl,<,ref<,re eafl . v control them in order 

to haxe a false satisfaction in the mind of the Ministers. They cannot 

touch the powerful organisation-.he Indian Jute Mills Association. 
The> wanted to tackle the jute mill owners and they got a good 
, 11 ; erefore * Lave uow come down to oppress the poor 
Finally 0 s, r y _^ Ca " 8e le> ' Ckm0Ur f ° r a fair f rice f " r their jute. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Y 


our time 


up. 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Let me finish the sentence, Sir. 

2V™ D u wi8e Hby. The policy that they are follow. 

«g will ultimately ruin the cultivators and (he country and nohody 

(The member having reached the time lim*t resumed his seat ) 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AXMEO: Mr. Speaker, Sir. Mr. Abu 
Hossain Sarkar has spoken about the jute policy. The other day I 
dealt with the jute policy partially but to-day I want to place before 
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you materials which will prove how the Government themselves think 
they have bungled. I mentioned the other day that under the auspices 
of the Faridpur District Krishak Proja Samity a conference was 
organised a few days ago over which I had the honour of presiding. 
There the Chief Controller of Jute happened to be present. He wanted 
to address the meeting to explain the situation and after he had spoken 
for about 6 or 10 minutes, he was not given any hearing. As I said 
the other day, that officer came back to Calcutta, and a conference was 
held in the Secretariat over which the Hon’ble Finance Minister, and 
not the Agricultural Minister, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, presided. The 
Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan was in his own home district possibly 
canvassing support for his policy. To the conference that was held in 
the Secretariat, editors of newspapers were invited and something was 
done — we do not know’ what it was. 1 shall with your permission read 
out an extract from a circular which is said to have been issued by one 
of the biggest officers in regard to jute. The circular is addressed to 
all Chairmen and members of the Union Jute Committees. This is the 
portion to which I want to draw t lie attention of the House: — 

“I therefore request you Gentlemen to consider these facts coolly 
and squarely. Are >ou going to let the political op port mush 
to exploit the situation and successfully preach anti-jute 
regulation or are you going to stand up solidly against such 
mischievous propaganda and support this most useful and 
indispensably necessary measure l'” 


This is what flint officer has w'ritten to all Chairmen and members 
of the Union Jute Committees. I do not know’ whether that officer 
guided the Ministry or the Ministry guided that officer. 

Now I want to read from another circular dated the 14th February, 
1941. Possibly this has been issued on behalf of the Ministry. It 
contains the following: — 

“Our opponents have, however, been trying to exploit this inherent 
unpopularity — mark the words — by fanning and exaggerat- 
ing the defects which iu a gigantic operation of this 
magnitude could not have been avoided under any circums- 
tances. 1 am, therefore, appealing to you to take stock of 
the situation carefully and to do your best to fight down the 
agitation.” 

Referring to defects, omissions and mistakes, it says — 

“But fully admitting defects, I am quite sure that the record is 
really not so bad as the critics would make us believe.” 
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I will not weary the House by reading all the steps which are proposed 
to be taken. The circular accepts the defects that we have mentioned 
about- wrong entries and everything. It says further: — 

“There are a few other defects. It is said that lands of certain 
people have been totally omitted; that in the case of others 
while some of their lauds have been recorded, others have 
been omitted; that the owners of the lands have ejected the 
bargmhirs and have withdrawn all jute plots to khas posses- 
sion; that certain people hold jute lands in mortgage and 
that due to the application of the Debt Settlement Boards 
these lands have reverted back to the mortgagers leaving 
the mortgagee with no jute land whatever; that there should 
be a minimum area of half a bigha or so, beyond which jute 
regulation should not go, etc., etc. However foreeeful and 
desirable some of these improvements may be, 1 am uiruid 
and regret they cannot he taken up this year and at this 
• stage. 1 have no doubt whatsoever that \se full y agree that 

the < otnpuhory regulation of the crop is the only alter- 
native. May I appeal to \ou, therefore, that you will do 
your best to explain these facts to the* growers and to 
activelv propagate the utility . the urgency and the indis- 
pensahilitv of the action 1 and my colleagues have taken. 
Our responsibility is joint and we shall stand or fall 
together." 

Sir, we have lately heard much of chicanery, perjury, forgery and 
so on on our part when we go out to address public meetings but as a 
matter of fact when we want to tell the people that the policy of 
Government is wrong, we are told that we cannot hold meetings and 
that we cannot talk of t he jute policy of Government, because it comes 
within the purview of the Defence of India Act. Sir, I submit t hat it 
is a most shameless thing that the world has ever known, and I cannot 
even conceive of such an attitude being adopted by any Government — 
not to speak of a constitutional Government as our Ministers boast 
that we have got. This is enough to show who are the people who 
have been practising chicanery, perjurv or forgery. 

Sir, I will only make some observation with regard to the state- 
ment which my friend, the Minister of Agriculture, has just now made. 
I do not know whether he is in full possession of all the facts, hut I am 
asking him some questions to which I hope he will give a suitable 
reply. May I know, Sir, the total area that w«ill be set free from jute 
cultivation? J understand that it will be about eighty lakhs of bighas 
of land that will be released from jute cultivation. What scheme has 
be prepared for growing substitute crops on the lands to be thus set 
IreeP Does he know that there are also lands where only jute and 
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nothing but jute can be grown, and that there are lands which go 
under water even before the rainy season sets in? What will be the 
minimum quota of land on which jute will be grown? Is it three 
bighas, two bighas, one bigha, ten cottahs, or five cottahs on which a 
cultivator will be allowed to grow jute? 

Now, Sir, my friend, the Hon’ble Minister has talked about seeds 
and has suggested several alternative crops, namely, Napier grass, 
maize, jowar, etc. Does he not know that Napier grass, maize, or 
jowar can only be grown on high lands? It is absurd, it is sheer 
stupidity to suggest to the cultivator to grow Napier grass, maize or 
jouuir on his lands which have been released from the cultivation of 
jute. * No doubt, Napier grass can be grown on some lands, but it is a 
commodity which is meant for animals and not for man. The cultivator 
in Bengal, Sir. is as much in need of a money crop like jute as he is of 
a staple food crop. It is sheer stupidity to suggest Napier grass as a 
substitute for such an important money crop as jute. 

The other day, Sir, Mr. Suhrawrady who thinks he is the custodian 
of Islamic solidarity and Muslim interests and talks of Islamic solidarity 
and Muslim interests in season and out of season, attacked us, inwdi 
and my party, as the enemy of Islam and of the country. May I ask 
him, — he is not present here this afternoon — may I ask him who is the 
enemy of the people? Is it we or those people who issued ordinances 
and after issuing them took advantage of the fat hi market? It is 
such people as they who are the enemy of the country. 

Now, Sir, to come back to the question of jute regulation, does the 
Hon 'hie Minister for Agriculture know how many bighas of land has 
been set free from jute cultivation, and what does he propose to do 
v ith that land? The cultivators ure illiterate, and it takes years of 
propaganda not only by the issue of leaflets but also by the beat of 
drums and sending out preachers to make them understand what is 
good for them. You have done nothing of the sort. Therefore, when 
you sent out your men to prepare a record of jute lands, after having 
enacted so many taxation measures which have fallen as a heavy burden 
on the poor people, the cultivators thought that if they recorded their 
lands properly, possibly they would be taxed more and more. Only 
the other day you got the Sales Tax Bill passed by this House. What 
does it show? It only creates apprehension in the minds of the people 
that in every activity of Government there is a motive behind of taxing 
the people more and more. Can the Hon’ble Minister categorically 
deny when I say that no propaganda of any kind whatsoever has been 
made except hanging up certain leaflets on the doors o\ Union Board 
offices or on the walls of Union Board Presidents’ houses? Let my 
honourable friend tell his own tale about a meeting that he faced; the 
Chief Controller of Jute was present in that meeting. Therefore, how 
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can he or hie colleagues shy that we were carrying on mischievous pro- 
paganda ? It is they, Sir, who are mischievous people; .it is they who 
are heading towards a crisis and in their nervousness abusing us as 
mischievous people. Only to save their faces, they have come forward 
with a Bill for the regulation of jute cultivation. Is there any 
guarantee, Sir, that as a result of this regulation policy of Government 
the grower will get Rs. 10 per maund for his jute F I say, Sir, w ithout 
any hesitation or doubt that there can be no such guarantee in this 
regulation policy adopted by Government. Unless therefore a minimum 
piice is fixed, you cannot control the market ; and here you are absolute- 
ly in the hands of your white masters. While you are adopting a 
regulation policy, others arc taking advantage of it. Assam has taken 
advantage of your regulation policy and is growing more jute. Jute ia 
also grown in Bihar and Orissa and also in the United Provinces, and 
\ou have no power to regulate jute cultivation in those provinces. You 
are not able to control the jute market; you do not care to see whether 
the agreement entered into with the Jute Mills Association is being 
honoured or not; \ou arc incapable and impotent to do that; you ar«r 
afraid, because uiu feel t ha t if \ nu take up the problem in right 
earnest, jour white masters will be displeased and will not vote with 
you and \our Ministry will go out. 

Sir, it pains me much to utter these unpleasant truths, but I have to 
do so because I feel that t lie Government have miserably failed to* 
tackle the problem. 1 do not by any means underestimate the import- 
ance of this problem. It is a gruve and difficult problem, and if you 
want to tackle it properly, \ou must proceed cautiously. I ask 
Government on what data, on wiiat formulas, and on what bases did 
they come to a decision of oue-third restriction S' Last year, 1,20.00,000* 
bales of jute was produced. What is the amount of surplus jute ihey 
have got in hand? What is the total quantity of manufactured jute? 
This is a question that can be properly answered by my friend, Mr. 
Walker. All these things have got to be taken into consideration in 
coming to a proper decision. Without knowing the total demand for 
jute can you regulate its cultivation? But without knowing as to what 
will be done with the jute you are going to produce and without know- 
ing what price you will be uble to give to the cultivator, \ou rushed in 
tor legislation. And now what are jou going to do? You are issuing 
leaflets; you are trying to carry on propaganda and agitation. I will 
invite the Ministry to carry on propaganda and agitation and also to 
allow us to hold public meetings. Let us both go out to the country 
and let us both appeal to the public. I am not throwing out a challenge 
to Government. They must go out to the country and tell the people* 
that they hate done good to the people, and by this procedure they will 
benefit the cultivators. We are trying to do the same thing. We are 
telling the people that this policy of Government will not do them any 
good unless a minimum price is fixed and the market is controlled. 
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Therefore, when we take all these facts into consideration, I am 
confident that the abuses which Mr. Suhrawardy under the shelter of 
the present system of communal electorate has been hurling at us in 
season and out of season, thinking that if we who are representing the 
krishak-projas can be shown up as enemies of the country and enemies 
•of Islam, we will lose our day, will go back as a boomerang on 
Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Now, Sir, I am telling them, well, whatever we are, we are. Let 
them also come out into the country and let them tell the people that 
this is for their good. We also will tell the people. So, they should 
not restrict our liberty to hold meetings; we should be given full 
permission to hold meetings and discuss as is done in all constitutional 
Governments. You know, Sir, very well even in England, of which 
you quote so much, all Bills and even Acts which have already been 
passed may be discussed. You can tell the people that such and such 
Act ought to be amended. That is the only procedure which a consti- 
tutional Government can take recourse to. Therefore, Sir, let iliis 
Ministry according to their circular carry on with their agitation and 
we are also prepared to carry on W'ith our agitation. Let them give 
us full opportunity to carry on agitation and tell the people whatever 
good the Ministry are doing and whatever wrong they are doing. 

With these words I support the motion moved by Mr. Abu Hussain 
Sarkar. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank you for 
allowing me to make a few observations at this stage on Arial Bil 
W'Htcr-hyacinth control scheme in which I propose to illustrate how 
the executive so bungle and mismanage a big agricultural project and 
the Government shirk their responsibility in the matter. 

Sir, the matter is of utmost importance as it directly concerns some 
60,000 individual cultivators and 250,000 persons of the three thanas 
of Srinagar, Dohar and Nawuhganj in Dacca district, according to 
Government figures, and, as I shall show, indirectly the entire 
agricultural population of East and North Bengal for whom water- 
hyaelnth is u major issue connected with their bread problem. 

Sir, Arial Bil is a natural depression extending over some 125 
equure miles covering the three thanas mentioned above and parts of 
the two subdivisions of Munshiganj ami Sadar South. Prior to the 
coming of the water-hyacinth pest about the year 1912, the entire 
area used to be cultivated and paddy grown. Naturally, the people 
•of the area were prosperous. But since the coming of the pest cultiva- 
tion was perforce abandoned and the following evil consequences 
•ensued: (i) diminution in the land values, (ii) increased rural 
indebtedness, («»*) whole-sale transfer of land from the cultivator to 
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the mahajan, (iv) transformation of cultivators into landless laliourers, 
(r) surrender of “jote” rights to the zemindar to avoid payment of 
rent for unproductive land, and yn\ large migrations of population — 
as if a blight had suddenly descended on a once prosperous area and 
transformed it into a desert overnight. This state of affairs continued 
unbroken except by a few isolated and futile attempts to check the 
onrush of the pest by erecting bamboo fences or barriers on a very 
limited scale until the year 19-14. That year. Sir. the unlettered 
cultivators ot Sridharpur in Ilaraikhali Union in Srinagar 
raised some money by subscription from amongst themselves and 
borrowed some more from some well-to-do middle class gentlemen 
fanners at their own initiative, procured some gajan posts from the 
garlis on the border of Muuensingh district, and when the bed of the 
btl was dry in the beginning of 194"). set them up along a two-mile 
line. When the bed of the btl was later inundated about the middle 
of April and the south-easter began to blow the wuter-hyaeinth pest 
towards the cultivated area behind the pests, they fixed bamboo booms 
or floats along the posts net up earlier. In this way they protected 
their crop in 194.*) more or less satisfactorily. It should be noted that 
in a vast bil like Arial 14 i 1 it blows a gale normally during the monsoon 
months and requires very strong barricades to stand the tremendous 
pressure exerted by the vast masses of the pest. From the engineering 
point of view, therefore, it may he safely asserted that the popular 
effort of 1944-4o succeeded as the posts set up that year withstood 
rough weather and pressure of the pest until removed from their places 
in 19*48. In the first years about 1,000 acres of crop were protected. 
About the end of 1940, the Special Officer of Government arrived on 
the scene and voluntarily took upon himself the management of 
affairs. The people took it that the Government had at long last come 
to their assistance and he was welcomed accordingly. He assured the 
people that he would (/) extend the barricades gradually to cover tbe 
entire fyil, (n) always consult their wishes, and On) lastly, that 
apportionment of costs would be made with their consent after they, 
the cultivators, had scrutinised and approved the accounts. The work 
for 1947 was carried on in strict accordance with these stipulations. 
The barricade was extended to cover the whole of Ilaraikhali Union 
and part of Hashura ‘Union, the work of eoiihtruction ami maintenance 
was entrusted to an individual who had in 194b erected a barricade of 
his own in a different hut adjacent part of the btl as a private business 
enterprise, and immediately after harvest of 1947 the accounts were 
placed before a meeting of the cultivators at baraikhali for approval 
and passing. * The cultivators took part in the scrutiny of accounts, 
and, please note this [mint, had certain items cancelled from tbe bill 
presented by the Special (ffficer on behalf of the contractor. One 
interesting item of expenditure was tbe boat-hire by tbe Hon’ble 
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Nawab Bahadur of Dacca who as Minister in charge of Agriculture then 
inspected the bil. It is not possible to say what exactly the work cost 
that year as the accounts were not supported by proper vouchers. 
However, as after deducting a lump sum donation of Rs. 500 received 
through the Divisional Commissioner of Dacca and though due to 
defects in the work, the first time under the supervision of an official, 
the crop of only half the area sought to be protected was actually 
saved and it would have been unfair to require the cultivators of 50 
per cent, land to pay for the barricade constructed with the object of 
protecting 100 per cent, land, the rate came to 2 annas 0 pies per 
birjha or 0 annas (i pies per acre, the cultivators voluntarily paid this 
sum without demur, although they drew the Special Officer’s attention 
to the doubtful nature of the accounts at the time. 

Sir, it cost the cultivators about 0 annas per big ha of crop land 
to construct the barricade in 1904-05, 1 anna 0 pies in 1900 and 
2 annas 0 pies in 1907. In 1907 the Special Officer assured the 
cultivators that with an increase in the superficial area protected in 
proportion to the linear area, the rate per big ha would be even less 
as the cost depended on the length of the barricade and not on the 
total area protected. Dp to this, on the whole, things were satisfactory, 
but suddenly the beginning of 1908 saw a change in the policy. 
What, according to the Statesman of the 2nd January. 1908, was an 
excellent example of self-organisation and sell-taxation was suddenly 
taken away from the hands of the people. The people were no longer 
taken into confidence by the Special Officer. The posts were removed 
very much further south against the express wishes ot the originators 
of the scheme, in spite of the fact that the proper time for such 
removal had long passed and the bed of the bil had already been 
inundated. The consequence was that the barricade constructed in 
19-18 became weak and was breached at several points. Ever since 
misfortune had dogged the scheme. It appears from the telegraphic 
work order of the Collector of Dacca, dated the 11th March, 19-19, and 
the minutes of the Collector’s so-called Central Committee meeting, 
dated Bhagyakul. the l-'ith May, 19-19, that ( i ) the Collector had in 
the meanwhile taken over control of affairs into his own hands, (#/ > in 
important matters his nominated committee consisting of himself, five 
other subordinate officers of his, one semi-official and three other 
nominated non-officials who either rarely or never attended meetings 
were ignored, vis., appointment of contractor 8. K. Ganguly; tender 
notiee issued, lfith May, 19*19, and appointment made. 2-lrd May, 19:19, 
but the matter was not*' even discussed at the meeting, and (ni) that 
secrecy began to be observed in all matters connected with the adminis- 
tration of the btl affairs, meetings being held in camera. The result 
of all this is summarised below: — (t) The Collector and the officers 
associated with him in the administration of A rial Bil affairs have 
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% failed even to construct the barricade properly according to the methods 
evolved by the people and approved by the Irrigation Officer of Dacca 
so far. In this connection I would refer to the Hon’ble Mr. Tamismddin 
Khan's admission on the 13th September, 1940, that the barricade was 
not completed even then, (it) The work which if done properly once 
would have continued to serve for at leust 8 to 10 years, has had to In* 
done three times already and, if I mistake not, will have to l>e done 
over again this year, (ni) That which cost the people less than Re. 1 
in 1934-35 has cost Rs. 5 or more since control passed into the 
Collector's hands, (ir) The wishes of the people have been iguored 
and they are not taken into confidence in regard to expenses and other 
relevant matters, {v) When the people telegraphed the Collector for 
succour, well within his power to give under section 7 (4) of the 
Bengal Water-Hyacinth Act, 1930, at a time when prompt action was 
called for, he did not even care to acknowledge receipt of that telegram, 
not to speak of taking action I personally know of this telegram. 
It came from some representatives ol the cultivators who desired to 
wait in deputation on tin* Collector and place before him their 
grievances for which the Collector himself was responsible. But the 
Collector was unrelenting, (rn Lastly, members of this House huve 
Wen systematically deceived by inaccurate answers to questions asked. 

Sii, the charges I have put forward against the Collector and his 
subordinates are grave indeed. I would ask the Government to 
institute a judicial enquiry into the matter. I wish I had the time 
to refer in detail to the materials on which these charges are based. 
1 therefore rest content by referring the House to some published 
literature, namely — U) IUuujuju Karbun Sum«nih<m Ain-O-AruiJ ltd 
(in Bengali), edited by the Secretary of the Congress Arial Hi 1 Com- 
mittee, (//) the presidential address delivered bv Dr. Suresh Chandra 
Banerji. m.l.a., at the Arial Bil Conference held at Malikunda, Dacca, 
on the 14th January . 1941, and lastly, urn the resolutions passed at 
that Conference. 

In fact, Sir, since 1938, the affairs of the scheme have been so 
mismanaged that on the one hand the good-will of the people intended 
to benefit has all but alienated, they have suffered tremendously not 
only mentally hut materially as well, and as a result of wastefulness, 
the future of the scheme is about to be ruined. In place of 0 annas 
fi pies per acre they have Wen assessed at Rs. 3-4 per acre for the yeai 
1940! And they do not know the basis of these assessments, notwith- 
standing th§ answer made by the Hon’ble Minister to starred question 
No. 106 (b) oif March 3rd last. So, it may be, if the assessment rate 
is not reduced, the scheme whjch has Wen praised by the Irrigation 
Department of Government as “the cheapest and most effective method 
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of crop protection” will have to be given up not only in Arial Bil but 
elsewhere in Bengal also, as a barricade at such a price will be. too 
dear. 

For the last couple of years, Sir, the people concerned have been 
frying to draw the attention of the Ministry to the gross mismanage- 
ment of the Collector in various ways, but to no purpose. We are 
always told that the Government have nothing to do with it. 

Is it intended, Sir, to shirk responsibility for the actions or 
inactions of officers of Government on the part of the Ministry? If 
this is so, where are the unfortunate people to turn to for relief or 
redress? What about the Press Notes issued by Government on the 
subject in 19<l7 and 19d8 and what about the answers made in this 
House? Who are to be held responsible for the inaccuracies contained 
in them? 

Sir, the Collector’s latest statement in regard to the work required 
for the protection of crop in the current year states — “Very little will 
be necessary except the provision of booms and the arrangement for 
watch and w'ard.” The Tender Notice for the current year's work 
issued on January b>, 1941 (it should have been issued in July, 1940) 
is also based on this misconception. Last year the work was done 
untimely under conditions unfavourable for the construction of a 
proper barricade. Obviously, therefore, unless the entire 25 miles of 
barricade constructed last year is reconditioned, the crop of 150,000 
hi (/has of land will always be in danger of being destroyed during the 
forthcoming monsoons. There are other omissions and grave detects 
in tlie said Tender Notice, so much so, that I am convinced that in 
spite of his long connection o! four years with the hi! the Collector 
has not even a correct appreciation of what is required. It seems that 
the unfortunate cultivators must live in constant tear of losing their 
crop all through the coming monsoons as in the past. The Ministry 
have not only shut their eyes to all this, but they even intend to arm 
the Collector with arbitrary powers in the proposed Bengal Water- 
Hyacinth Amendment Bill, 1940. The cultivators must lose their 
crop, and, after the Bill is passed, live in fear of their goods, crops 
and lands being seized by the self-same Collector as punishment for his 
own errors and mistakes. 

It is from a sense of duty, Sir, that I have taken upon myself the 
task of drawing the attention of the House to the lot of the unfortunate 
cultivators of Arial Bil who do not know what to do. Surely, Sir, it 
is also the duty of the Government to save the people f*om the conse- 
quences of incompetence of their officers who, it seems, do not much 
care what happens to the people entrusted to their care. If they 
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allow tlieir officers to play with the fate of 2,50,000 iiersons for any 
more length of time, they will stand condemned l>efore the people. 

(At this stage, the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


( After adjournment . ) 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Sir, I rise to give my wholehearted 
support to the motion of iny friend, Mr. Abu H ossa in Sarkar, who 
has very lucidly and beautifully made out a case for the jute-growers. 
But like Mr. Abu llossain Sarkar and Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, the 
leader of the Krishak Proja Baity, I do not like to lay the blame oil 
the Hon’ble Minister for agriculture. Knowing him as I do as a 
//royo-minded man. I cannot think for a moment that he has Income 
so soon metamorphosed. He a />ro;o-minded man all along, and 
it was only due to the influence of the rest of the members of the 
Bengal Cabinet that he ha.** been made a scapegoat on this important 
jute question. The Cabinet does not care whether the growers of 
jute get adequate relief or at least that amount of relief whieh they 
can expect at the hands of the Cabinet. For that, Sir, 1 am of 
opinion that the whole Cabinet is to blame, and not Mr. Tamix.uddin 
Khan who has been made only a scapegoat, but whatever the matter 
ma\ he, the Cabinet cannot escape our bittei comment. If the Cabinet 
were really sincere, as they pioiess to be, in doing good to the 
millions of cultivators, they would have come forward with a bold 
polic\ in t he \ cry beginning of their career. But they did not do 
that, and they did not do that also for the reason that they are domi- 
nated by another section of the people in this country. If they 
were free and not so dominated and were really keen to come out with 
a comprehensive jute policy, they would have done that long, long ago. 
They so long bungled and bungled in this life-and-death problem of the 
cultivators, and to-day what they call a comprehensive policy is really 
incomprehensible. It they were really sincere and if they bad a mind 
to alleviate the sufferings ot the people at large, then we could have 
expected them to formulate a policy in conjtiction with all the 
representative people interested in the welfare of the peasantry, hut 
in the shaping of their policy they did not even care to consult the 
leaders of the groups in this House. I think they have consulted 
some of the members of their own group, but have not consulted even 
the leaders of the other groups, not to speak of ordinary members 
belonging to the Opposition. They say that it was due to the fault 
of the cultivators themselves that the record has not been accurate; 
the cultivators did not co-operate with the officers of the Jute Depart- 
ment while the record was being prepared. Even if it be granted 
that it was so, why is it tlyit the Government failed to create any 
confidence of these people in their administration J 1 Tf Government 
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could convince these people that they were going to do something good 
for them, they must have co-operated with Government. Why did 
they not co-operate with Government in this matter, I ask again? It 
was because Government could not create any confidence in these 
people. Even to-day, Government are held in suspicion. The 
people do not look up to Government as their benefactors, and they 
have umple reason for that. You did not care to educate them, neither 
-did you try to convince them th rough leading public men that you 
were going to do something beneficent. You did not care to take 
the help of local leaders while making a record of jute lands with 
a view to dispelling the suspicion lurking in the minds of the people 
about the activities of the jute registrars. The people have no 
-confidence in the present Ministry and the present Ministry do not 
eare to create that confidence amongst them. Naturally, Sir, the 
people thought that Government was doing this thing with some 
ulterior motive and that they would come forward with a piece of 
taxation measure which they had already given sufficient indication. 
If by seeing that a number of taxation measures have already found 
place on the statute book during the regime t>i this Government and 
that this Government are out to explore new avenues of taxation, the 
cultivators harbour in their minds the idea that the preparation of 
this record of jute lands was being made so that it might toim the basis 
for new taxation and on that ground withhold their co-operation. I 
do not think they have done anything for which they can he accused. 
A suspicion on the ground mentioned may be roused, but what have 
Government done in order to remove that doubt from their minds. 
They have practically done nothing. And why? Because they knew 
from the very beginning that they would resort to some sort ot tactics 
whereby they could capture the imagination of the people at large 
in the countryside and could carry on the administration in this fashion 
till the end of their regime and then when their term will he about 
to be over they would tell the people that if they returned them next 
time they would do the rest of their work. So that was the whole 
trick. Had it not been so. tbe Government would have come forward 
witli a comprehensive policy and would have tried to execute that 
policy in a more statesmanlike fashion. But they have no Mich inten- 
tion and it will he evident from the following facts, namely, they 
appointed tin* primary recorders of jute from amongst certain 
volunteers as my friend Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar was good enough 
to point out to the Rouse. They selected such persons who might be 
utilised for their future election. Such were the persons that were 
selected ns the primary recorders of jute. There were lots of such 
primary recorders about whom we know. They have very little 
education and they even do not know — at least there were^ some among 
them who do not know — what acreage means, and they had to deal 
with settlement records! So. when such men were employed, men 
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» who have no knowledge of acreage, they were very much embarrassed 
and what could they do about these recording matters? Besides, the 
time at their disposal was very short. They have no knowledge about 
survey-matters, and they were so ignorant about them that it w*as not 
possible for them to do the work within the time-limit even with 
others’ help. If Government had been sincere, then the first thing 
they would have done would be to train those people and ufter they 
had been given proper training for recording of jute land, they would 
have been sent to the villages. But without doing that, without 
giving them any training, Government sent those volunteers to record 
jute lands and they did the whole thing in a hotch-potch manner. 
As pointed out by Mr. Abu Hussain Sarkar and by Mr. Khamsuddin 
Ahmed, the leader of this Party, lauds that were never used as jute 
lands were recorded as jute lands; for example, bamboo clumps, high 
roads, pathways, mosques, temples, school buildings, etc., were record- 
ed as jute lands. The reason tor this is that those recorders did not 
go to the jute lands at all. They remained in their houses and finish- 
ed the business. So, after it was done in this way there was a (jolmal 
in the country, and we approached the Government, for remedy. In 
rnv constituency, as soon as the officers were sent to the villages foi 
the second time to issue licenses and when licenses w’ere being issued, 
1 immediately wrote to the Collector of the distriet as well as to the 
Chief Controller of the .lute Regulation Department complaining 
about the inaeurranes in the jute records. But unfortunately no 
answer to that question was given. However, when the Krishuk Proja 
Party arranged t<» hold a Conference in Faridpur — und it was a big 
success — and when the Krishuk Proja Party also appointed a day for 
observance as Jute Day, and when the members of the Party took a 
solemn vow to disobey the law r and also asked their followers to do the 
same if Government did not see their way to correct these records, and 
there was a great row in the country and there was indication that the 
peasants would not respect this luw and they would grow jute not 
according to the dictation of the Government but according to their 
own interest, it was then that the Government thought it fit to rectify 
the mistakes in the records. The rectification is still going on, and 
I do not know when it will he completed. 

Now, Sir, the condition that has been imposed for the rectification 
of the record is not one which can be easily complied with. My 
friend the Hou’ble Minister over there knows if very well because he 
was thick and thin with the cultivators for a greater period of his life 
that the cultivators in his constituency as well as in the constituencies 
of other members here are completely ignorant and are unlettered 
persons. Is it possible for them to make applications to the Assistant 
Jute Inspectors for the correction of their records? Is it at all 
possible? Do they know how.td read and write? Who would write 
applications for them? Is it so very easy as you think it to be? No, 
10 
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Sir. Even if you give them instructions, it will not be possible for 
them to comply with these requirements. I cau tell that from th$ 
experience of my constituency. I had given full instructions to the 
cultivators there to come up with their applications and present them 
in time, that is, within 7 days, for the time-limit has beer* so fixed, 
for the correction of their records, but I knew to my wonder that 
not even 1 /8th of the persons could apply in time or even after, 
because there was nobody to write out applications for them. They 
are poor illiterate persons and nobody took care to write out applica- 
tions on their behalf. So, I say, although you say that you have 
granted some privilege to them, the privilege of making applications 
for correction of records, that privilege could not be availed of on 
account of their illiteracy. So, Sir, it seems you were from the very 
beginning actuated by a motive not to do any good to the cultivators 
but you are doing all these things for your future election. 

With these words, Sir, l support the motion of Mr. Abu Hossain 
Sarkar. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 4* 1,85,001) for expenditure undei the head “40 — 
Agriculture” be reduced by Its. 100. 

The Ilon’ble Minister has asked us to wait tor piopei provisions 
for raising the price of jute. Tie has asked u> to hold oursehei* 
in patience, saying that he has already taken up the regulation of 
production and that other measures will be taken in due course. Had 
it been a case of holding ourselves in patience, we would have 
ungrudgingly done so. The Hon’hle Minister knows fully well that 
the full in the price of jute since the year of 1041 has been the main 
cause of the economic distress in this province. The price of jute is 
the barometer of the national prosperity of this province, because 
jute is the chief money crop amongst the marketable crops of Bengal. 
Before 19-11 jute alone used to bring Ks. 70 to 80 (Tores in this province 
every year, while all other marketable crops together could nbt bring 
more than Rs. 18 crores. Such being the potential value of jute, even 
the old (iovernment were constrained to find in 1942 that the economic 
distress was caused by the fall in the price of jute. In their anxiety 
to raise the price of jute, they appointed the Finlow Committee. That 
committee submitted its report but to no effect. Then in 19-18 this 
Government also appointed a committee called the Bengal Jute 
Enquiry Committee. I was a member of that committee. It also 
submitted its report with certain recommendations. I shall read the 
portion of those recommendations from that report : — # 

‘'According to us the principal measures that we desire to see 
adopted are ( i ) the enforcement of compulsory regulation of culti- 
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vation, and (u) the improvement of the existing marketing- arrange- 
* men to in the mufassal. The main directions in which such improve- 
ments should be effected are — 

/l) Standardisation of weights and measures. 

*2) Standardisation of grades of jute. 

(3) Establishment of regulated markets simultaneously all over 

the jute-growing areas of the province. 

(4) Establishment of warehouses simultaneously in all regulated 

markets not only tor the purpose of storage, but also for 
giving financial u< commodation to the jut e-growcrs against 
deposit of their crops. 

(o) Fixation ot the price of law jute und establishment of 
co-operative societies ot jute-growers for the limited 
purpose indicated in this report.” 

As regards financial accommodation, two alternative recommenda- 
tions were made. One recommendation of the Bengal .lute Enquiry 
Committee was the same as that of the Finlow Committee. It was to 
the effect that financial arrangements might be made with the hunks 
who might be induced to advance money to the jute-grower against 
the receipt granted for jute stored b\ him in the warehouse. There 
was another recommendation-— and it could be said to be my recom- 
mendation— it was for the establishment of a sales organisation under 
the patronage and with the help of Government for selling the entire 
jute on behalf of the jute-growers of Bengal. According to m\ scheme 
such organisation could ha\e sufficient finance for advancing money to 
the jutc-grower.s who would stock their jute in the warehouses to be 
established along with regulated markets all over the province. In 
any ease, both the committees have been of opinion that inert regula- 
tion ot production of jute would not raise the price of jute. Along 
with regulation there must be some financial arrangement, rather 
financial accommodation, for the jute-growers when they will store 
jute in the bonded warehouses, so that they may acquire and increase 
their holding power. Even the Hon’ble Mr. Tumifriiddiu Khan has said 
several .times that mere regulation of production of jute will not raise 
the price of jute and that financial arrangements must he made. That 
mere regulation of production of jhte cannot raise the price has been 
substantially proved by the fact which Ts known to all — the effect of 
shortage of jute crop in the year 1938. In the year 1938, the crop 
fell short by about 25 per cent, of the ordinary requirements of mills 
and shippers and yet the price did not rise. Why? The reason is 
known not only to the fton’ble Ministers hut |lso to everyi>ody in this 
House and .outside. The reason is that the price policy with regard 
to jute is coiftrolled by the Indian Jute Mills Association, Whatever 
price they offer shall have to be accepted. WbyP Because the jute- 
grower has got no holding power. If you read th%two agreements 
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that have been entered into by Government with the Jute Mills 
Association, you will find that the Government have accepted the / 
price that the mills would give or rather the price dictated by the 
mills. So long as this state of things will continue, that is, so long 
as the holding power of the jute-grower is not increased and as a 
result thereof the price policy is controlled by the Indian Jute Mills 
Association, no measure will be able to raise the price of jute. So, in 
order to wrest that policy from the Indian Jute Mills Association and 
to keep it in the hands of the Government themselves, the Government 
should arrange for increasing the holding power of the jute-growers 
by giving them financial accommodation, as has been already suggest- 
ed not only by myself but also by the Finlow CtiHtfUfrtee. So far 
with regard to the measures that we want the Government to adopt for 
raising the price of jute to an economic level, so that the jute-grower 
may get a fair and economic price for all time to come. 

Now, Sir, 1 shall deal with another matter which has been very 
serious 4iud over which the Bengalee members of this House have 
been very much agitated for the last few mouths. It is the quest ion 
of raising the price of this year’s crop. We all know that Government 
have done nothing else than enter into two agreements with the 
Indian Jute Mills Association for the purpose of raising the price. 
What are those agreements? By the July agreement Government 
accepted some rates which flu* mills would pay. Mills would pay to 
whom? To the traders, who would supply jute to the mills. By the 
second agreement also Government accepted the rates which the mills 
would pay the traders who supply jute. Apart from the low prices 
that the mills were offering both in July and in December, was there 
any guarantee or any provision for the jute-grower to get a good price? 
Was there any provision so that the trader would not be able to offer 
any low price they would like to the jute-grower? No such provision 
was made. The jute-growers have been left to the mercy of the law 
of demand and supply*. That lias been the achievement of the Govern- 
ment. Then again, 'Kir, the members of this House will remember 
that a Press Communique was issued on the Nth of July, 11)40, by 
which the Government announced that the Indian Jute Mills Asso- 
ciation purchased their requirements of jute for the months of July 
and* August amounting to about 40 laths of maunds at an average 
price of Its. 11-8 per maund. The Government also announced that 
the Jute-growers should get at least Rs. 9. When that note was pub- 
lished, I issued a statement in the Press asking the Government at 
once to fix the minimum price of jute at Rs. 9 per maund to be in 
force at least foT the months of July and August, hut the Government 
would not do that. Why? What was the difficulty? The mills not 
only agreed, but also entered into contracts with traders to buy jute 
at an average prjce of Rs. 11-8 to the extent of 40 lakhs of maunds 
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\which represented their requirements for July and August. Still 
then, where was the bar for fixing the minimum price of jute at Rs. 8 
or Rs. 9 in July or August last? Sir, Government did not dure do 
that, because the Indian Jute Mills Association was opposed to such 
fixation. And what was the result? The result was that the maximum 
price that the cultivator got was Rs, fi. I sum bit, Sir, that such 
things can only happen in a dependent country like ours. Let us see 
how such serious agrarian problem is dealt with in independent 
countries. I will not refer to other countries than the United Kingdom 
and the United States of America. I will refer to two concrete cases, 
one of which concerns the United Kingdom and the other the United 
States of America. In 19*11 when wheat was selling in the United 
Kingdom at a price which was one-half the normal price of wheat in 
that country, a legislative measure called the Wheat Act of 19*3% was 
enacted with a view to compensate the loss to cultivators due to the 
abnormal fall in its price. As is stated in the Act itself, its object 
was to provide the wheat-growers of the United Kingdom with a 
secure market and to fix a price for home-grown wheat without a 
subsidy from the Exchequer so that it may not affect the people who 
are interested in the production of this crop. By this Act the farmer 
was entitled to receive at the end of the year a payment known as 
deficiency payment, which was a sum equal to the difference between 
the standard price of wheat and the average price at which it was 
sold by him. He was allowed to sell his wheat in the open market, 
but tlie difference between the market price and the standard price he 
was entitled to receive as deficiency payment. And the Government 
did not make this deficiency payment out of the public exchequer. 
Government found the money by taxing the wheat mill-owners. On 
the eve of our Ministers’ departure to Delhi in December last I said, 
“Yes, you can go to Delhi, but I doubt whether you will be able to 
do anything to alleviate the sufferings of the poor jute-growers." I 
ask them to make a provision like that of the United Kingdom. 1 
asked them to tell the jute-growers to sell their jute at the price 
prevailing in the open market, and then to make deficiency payments, 
like the Government of the United Kingdom, to them by taxing the 
jute trade and industry. But the present Government are lacking in 
their courage to proceed on that line. We all know that the Indian 
jute mills made an enormous profit during the last half-year from 
July to December, 1940. The price index of the jute manufacturers is 
rising higher and higher, while the price index of raw jute is going 
down lower and lower. That being the posiyon, justice and equity 
demanded that, the jute-growers ought to have been given such defi- 
ciency payment to be borne by the jute mills and the jute trade. 

Now. Sir, I shall come to#the other case which concerned the 
United States of America. In 1932-83 when the Government of 
the United States of America found that the price of cotton fell and 



146 


DEMAND FOE GRANT. 


[12th Mahch, 


stocks of cotton began to accumulate, they adopted two measures : by/ 
one measure Government arranged to make similar deficiency payment 
to the cotton grower, and by another restricted production and arranged 
for making rental payment to those cultivators whose lands so long under 
cotton cultivation were released from such cultivation. Whenever it 
has been asked in this House as to how Government would help those 
jute-growers whose lands would, be released from jute cultivation, 
Government have said that they would make sufficient provision. 
Now, they say that they have made a provision of Rs. 8,15,000 for 
supplying upon payment seeds of other crops to be sown in lands to 
be set free from jute cultivation. That means, Sir, where the 
United States of America made rental payments at the rate of four 
cents or the like per acre of land released from cotton cultivation as 
compensation, the Government of Bengal arc setting their face against 
the jute-growers, although they are going to adopt an exactly similar 
course, namely, to release lands from jute cultivation. May I ask 
the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture to consider the case of the poor 
jute-growers who have been suffering for the last ten years for their 
uneconomic cultivation of jute and to have mercy on them? Mv 
Hon’ble friend may ask, where is the mone\ to come from? My 
answer is that the present reformed Government have been getting 
enough money as reeeipts from the (Vntrnl customs dut\ on jute. 
These receipts from the jute duty should he M*t apart for making rental 
payments during the continuance of the crisis through which the jute- 
growers are now passing. If the\ had done that during the last four 
years, they could have set apart Rs. 8.00,00,000 and with this money 
they could have arranged for making adequate rental payments as 
was done by the Government of the United States of America when 
similar occasions arose there. But. alas. Sir, this Government would 
not do that. Why? Because the Ministers do not feel for the jute- 
growers, although they profess to he their friends. The Ministers act 
simply as they are dictated to do In their white masters. Not to speak 
of making rental payments, the present Government of Bengal have 
not the (amrage to follow the example set by the Government of the 
United Kingdom and the United States of America whirh taxed the 
processors, that is, the wheat and cotton industries, and thus to secure 
money f<»r making deficiency payments to the jute-growers by taxing 
the jute industry which is almost a monopoly of their white masters. 
The Government of Bengal will never dare to touch the pockets of 
the white mill-owners whose kith and kin are the real masters of this 
unfortunate country, because if they get dissatisfied, the legs of the 
Ministerial Bench will break and the present Ministry will collapse. 
That is the reason why the Government of Bengal will 1 not and can- 
not mete out a square deal to the jute-growers, although they profess 
to be the protectors of their interests. With* these words. Sir, I 
commend my cut motion to the acceptance of the House. 
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\ Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: Sir, so far as the jute policy of the Govern- 
ment is concerned, I will confine myself to the question of restriction 
of jute cultivation. The Jute Enquiry Committee unanimously 
recommended that jute cultivation should be compulsorily restricted. 
It was decided, however, that instead of compulsory restriction it 
should be done in a voluntary way which method was tried from 1M4 
to 1940. But the experience gathered from that experiment has proved 
that it was wholly fruitless. So, this Government has been compelled 
to take recourse to compulsory restriction. So far as compulsory 
restriction is concerned, a lot of difficulty has arisen owing to incorrect 
tecording of jute lands. The Jute Restriction Department prepared the 
record for the issue of jute licenses in such hurry that it hu> now been 
proved to be an unsatisfactory record. Very lately, of course, Govern- 
ment have issued instructions foi the rectification of the errors made 
in the reeoid. That was done only when we brought to the notice of 
Government the difficulties that were being experienced in the country- 
side foi such wrong reeoid. Then, there is another point which is 
agitating the minds of the public, and that is with regard to the areas 
when* nothing but jute mu be grown ruder clause IlU*) of the lute 
Regulation Act aicas, particularly known as char or bfuih areas, should 
have been ieioided a-' lands which ought to be exempted from the 
operation of this Act. but Government or the jute regulation staff, 
either dm* to negligemc or want of experience, failed to record lands 
which ought to ha\r been included under section >\{2) of flic .lute 
Regulation Art, and thi* lias given rise to a lot of difficulties. Parti- 
cularly in East Bengal wheie there are so many rives and so many 
chars and where then* are low lands, the dissatisfaction and discontent 
among the people i* very much indeed, and Government up till now ha*; 
not taken anv step to get it recorded under section •iCJ). From a 
question just answered to-day and from another question which wan 
put by me on this particular aspect, it appears that Government gave 
an assurance that under the amended Act which would be brought into 
operation, application* will be invited and* enquired into by the 
Collector, but the difficulty of tin* people will be that if will not he 
possible for the cultivators to approach the Collector and get iheir lands 
recorded under section >H~). J would ask Government to invest the 
power either to the Circle Officers or the jute committees so thai the 
jute-growers may approach these committees or the local officer* — 
Circle Officers or Debt Settlement Officers -to get their lands recorded 
under section 

There is another question which is being raised in the countryside, 
t.c., the co-operation of Assam in this jute restriction scheme. Govern- 
ment have mdfle it amply clear that, so tar as the co-operation of Assam 
is concerned, they will make propaganda for voluntary' restriction and 
for 1 04 1 crop prepare a record of jute lambs this year and will introduce 
compulsory restriction in the year 1JJ42. But the recent statement 
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issued in the Press by the Minister of Assam that he will not includp 
fallow lands which will be brought under cultivation in course of time, 
has given rise to an apprehension in our minds and unless the Assam 
Government falls in line with the Government of Bengal, the jute 
regulation policy may get a setback and the good motive with which 
this matter is being pursued may be lost. So, I would ask the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to see either through the Government of India or by 
any other means that the Government of Assam falls in line with the 
Government of Bengal in this matter at least in the year 1942. 

Sir, there is an unusual state of things now in the countryside so 
far as the price of jute is concerned. For the last one month or ?o, the 
price of jute has so unusually fallen that the cultivator** are not finding 
any market in the mufassal to sell their jute. There was an agreement 
by the Government of Bengal with the Indian Jute Mills Association 
that they would purchase 74 lakhs of bales up to the loth January and 
up to loth February they would purchase 25 lakhs of hales. But the 
Indian Jute Mills Association or members thereof are not following 
that agreement. They have up till now, i.r., up to 15th February, 
purchased, I think, only 21 or 22 lakhs of bales. The\ themselves ire 
not purchasing and the cultivators are not finding an\ seller in the 
mufassal and ultimately the price has gone down to Be. 1 and in some 
places jute is being sold at even less than Be 1 So. 1 would invite 
the attention of Government to the serious state of things and also to i 
clause in the agreement itself that if the Indian Jute Mills’ Association 
did riot purchase the quota fixed by Government, then Government 
would purchase the balance. But we find that Government is not 
purchasing the balance which has been left by the Indian Jute Mills 
Association, and this bus led to this state of things. 

So far as jute regulation itself is concerned, Government has issued 
instructions for the rectification of some clerical mistakes, but, so far 
as the partial omission of jute lands in some of the lands is concerned, 
no instruction has been issued up till now and the instructions that have 
been issued are not being followed in the mufassal due to the fact that 
the officers who have been entrusted for the enforcement of the Jute 
Begulation Act are not discharging their duties properly and there are 
areas from which complaints are being received about the non- 
compliance of these instructions. 

There is another point, namely, that Government have appointed a 
Special Officer for enquiring into the fatka market, and we understand 
that officer has submitted an interim report. The fatka Snarket is to a 
great extent responsible for the fluctuations in the jute market. Now 
the Jute Enquiry Committee suggested that the fatka market should 
be abolished and there was another suggestion that the fatka market 
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should be based on loose jute instead of on pucca bales, but the Govern- 
ment has not evidently followed this suggestion with the result that 
the fluctuation in the fatka market is still continuing. (Mr. M. 
Shamseddin Ahmed: It is very helpful!) 

So far as the restriction quota fixed by Government is concerned* 
there has been great criticism levelled against it as to why Government 
fixed one-third basis. The figures supplied by Government are that 
120 lakhs of bales will be this year s production and 20 lakhs of bales 
are now with the jute mills and *1 lakhs of bales with the cultivators. 
So. the total production this year would be 14J lakhs of bales. The 
total consumption will he '>N lakhs consumed by the mills, 20 lakhs to 
be sent to foreign countries and •’> lakhs of bales for local consumption. 
On that basis it was assumed that there will be a surplus of (JO lakhs of 
hales from this \ ear’s production. So, unless there was restriction to 
tlie extent of one-third, it was impossible to maintain the price of jute. 
So far as this regulation scheme is eoucerned, I welcome the fact that 
Government has taken a bob! step and hope that Government will not 
withdraw* trom the position that they have taken up. If they withdraw 
from that position, then it will be to the great detriment oi the 
cultn ators. 

Sir, there is another thing. Government have made arrangement, 
toi supply of seeds, but the way in which they are supplying seed* is 
not at all satisfactory The people are not getting an adequate supply 
of seeds from Government. Government should we that they supply 
seed" at a special rate. 

Mr. PU8PAJIT BARMA: Sir, 1 rise to support the motion moved 
by Mr, Abu H ossain Sarkar. 

•lute is one of the principal money crops ot Bengal. The economic 
prosperity and happiness of rural Bengal entirely depends on the fair 
price of jute. The cultivators are the backbone of the province. They 
till the soil and produce the wealth of Bengal by the sweat of their 
brow. These producers of wealth are now on the verge ot ruin. They 
have no food and drink and have no clothing in spite of their hard 
labour from morning to evening. On their economic prosperity and 
happiness, the prosperity and peace of Bengal depend. 

Jute stands fir«t out of the three money crops of Bengal, The 
unusual fall in the price of jute which causes the fall in the price of 
other crops, too, is the main cause of the ruinous position of rural 
Bengal. Jute grows unlike other money cro^s in almost all parts of 
the province. The cultivators entirely depend on the price of jute. 
The economic condition of rural Bengal varies largely with the rise 
and fall of the price of jute. The problem of jute is the vital problem 
of rural Bengal. The unusual fall in the price of jute brought rural 
Bengal to an unusual condition. 
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Sir, the Government have done and have been doing many good, 
things. But they have done practically nothing seriously towards 
raising the price of jute on which depends the dal and bhat of the entire 
masses of the province. Up till now, the Government have spent a 
huge amount of money and have done a good many things for jute, 
but I doubt whether they have done these with all seriousness and 
honesty of purpose. All the measures that have been taken and are 
being taken for the better price of jute is sufficient proof of their eye- 
washing and unsteady policy. The Government Ordinances regarding 
jute had seriously been criticised by both the Press and the members of 
the Legislature. Even the Cabinet had to face the serious attack of 
personal gain for these Jute Ordinances. 

Apart from the Ordinances, when 1 think of the preliminary 
measures of the Government for the enforcement of the Jute Regulation 
Act that was passed by the Assembly last year, I doubt the seriousness 
and steadiness of the Government to enforce the Act for the better and 
higher price of jute. Huge sums of money have been spent for the two 
operations of the primary recording of jute lands. But the recording 
of lands was incorrect and insufficient. After the first operation, the 
primary recording of jute land, was over the ill-fated Jute Regulation 
Act was passed, and when the time for the enforcement of the Act 
came, the Government availed themselves of the opportunity of press 
and platform propaganda for the incoirectness oi the recording of jute 
lands, stopped the operation of the new Act and ordeied another fresh 
recording of jute lands. The slackness in the oj>era<ion oi the Act 
tempted and encouraged the people, due to a better price for that \enr, 
to increase the jute cultivation. The result was a disastrous tall in 
the price of jute and general feeling of dissatisfaction and hopelessness. 
With it. the Government’s speculating propaganda to stock the jute for 
better price aggravated the situation. 

Sir, this wanton and unsteady policy of the Government brought 
directly the rural population to the verge of ruin and indirectly has 
shaken the whole economic structure of Bengal. 

Now, Sir, so far as the t wo jute recording operation* are concerned, 

1 shall say that both the operations were full of incorrectness. The 
Government undertook tin* second operation without making any 
thorough enquiry into the defects and mistakes of the first operation. 
The result was that the department met with the same defects and 
incorrectness in the second operation a> in the first operation. The 
Government are solely responsible for these defects and inaccuracies. 
The Government never cared for the correct recording of lands. Both 
the operations were so hastily done that tin* correctness 1 ^ recording 
lands could never be expected from the number of people who were 
employed for these purposes. The Government again allowed conces- 
sions to those people only whose lands have not been recorded in the 
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S^ime of primary recording operation, blit others whose lands were 
recorded but not correctly recorded will be deprived of this conces- 
sion. The partial policy of concession would bring more discontent 
and dissatisfaction among the poor starving masses. The Government 
should give the conclusion to all the people to correct all the mistakes 
of the department. The Government could have followed the same 
concession policy as the\ are now making without undertaking another 
fresh recording operation. The second jute leeording operation was 
absolute waste of money, ns it wa- full of inaccuracies like the first 
operation. 

I belie\e that the jute regulation policy may help the Government 
to fix the minimum price of jute The llon'hie Mr. Tumizuddiu Khan 
said mi at the time ot the pushing ot the .lute Regulation Act of 1 f *40. 
If tin* Hon hle Miniver G absoluteh 'Hint* of t h*» fixing of fhe minimum 
pri« e o( jute b\ this Act. then wh\ did he >t o]> the enforcement of the 
Act la^t \ear. v Sir, shall I not be correct if I say that the Government 

have no >nieeie desire to fix the minimum price of jute? Shall I not 

be correct it I say that the jute pojics of tin* Government is unsteady 
and mere e\ e-wash? Sir. the time has really come when the Govern- 
ment should take up a “imeie and steady jute policy to relieve flu* 
starving masses It the Go\ eminent do not follow a stead> jute 

policy with all sinceritv and courage and fix a fair minimum price 

for jute, then the time ma\ come when the starving rural masses will 
rise up to shake the whole administrative machinery. 


The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to oppose the motions that have been moved. The objections that 
have been mainh taken to the regulation policy of Government mav 
be divided under two heads One is that regulation is being enforced 
on the basis ot a record which i*- not collect and the other object ion is 
that mere regulation cannot laise the pure ot jute and that without 
the fixation of a minimum pi ice. regulation will mean nothing. 

Sir, the time at my disposal will not permit to give a detailed 
reply to the various other quest ions that have been raised. 1 will 
therefore concentrate none on the points I have just staled than on 
the other minor point" that have been raised in the course of this 
debate. 

Sir, first of all, I think the House will realise that in a gigantic 
operation like this it was inevitable that there f would be mistakes here 
and there. * Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkai in his usual wav has said that 
mosques, temples and road* have been recorded as jute lands 


Mr. SPEAKER: And burial-grounds also. (Laughter.) 
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The Hon’bto Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: And burial-grounds also/^ 
as you have been pleased to say. May I tell Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar 
that in even cadastral survey operations that are conducted with 
much more care and caution and upon which far larger amounts of 
money are spent than has been done on the recording of jute, mistakes 
like these very often occur? I may also tell him that from my own 
personal experience 1 have seen that in one instance the name of the 
husband of a respectable Muslim lady was recorded as Abhoy Charan 
Sarkar. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* Is that, a justification for the 
mistakes committed by the recorders? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Hut my friend should 
realise that the recorders are, after all, human beings and that 
mistakes are inevitable. Hut, Sir, those who are now posing them- 
selves as the friends of cultivators remained silent till only the other 
day when the licensing operations commenced. They did not raise 
their little finger when the records were being prepared. Everyone 
was requested to bring to the notice of Government any mistake or 
irregularity committed by the jute regulation staff, but unfortunately 
these friends of the cultivators never cared to look to the interests of 
the cultivators in those strenuous days: but now when they find that 
there have been certain mistakes and that there has been some amount 
of resentment amongst the cultivators as a result of such mistakes, 
they have conic forward as the friends of the cultivators. Hut. Sir, 
the Government which is responsive to the will of the people having 
found that really there were mistakes which required to he corrected 
issued very elaborate instructions for correcting those mistakes. All 
kinds of clerical mistakes are now being corrected, and everything 
possible to he done under the present cireun^tanees is being done. 
Now, Sir, that has taken the wind out of the sail of the agitators, and 
that is why l find that only a half-hearted attempt has been made on 
the floor of this House to assail the regulation policy of the Govern- 
ment on tlu* score of mistakes in the records. 

Sir, they say that mere regulation is good for nothing. Hut even 
my friend, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, who, 1 think, was the Vice- 
President of the -lute Enquiry Committee, participated in the recom- 
mendation of the committee that the main factor in the jute policy 
of Government should be regulation 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I do not deny that. 

Th# Holt’ bit Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: But it is m* friends over 
there who deny it, and it is for their benefit that I am citing the 
example of my redoubtable friend. Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, who 
is supposed to be a friend of the cultivator. 
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Sir, I admit that mere regulation may not raise the price of jute 
V*>r, more properly speaking, may not fetch an economic price for jute 
& the cultivator under all circumstances; but under ordinary circum- 
stances it is to be expected that a proper regulation of the crop is 
bound to give the cultivator a fair price for the commodity. 
Mr. Biswas, 1 think, will not forget that shortly after the last Great 
War the price of jute rose to Rs. or R>. dO per mauml. Was there 
then a fixation of a minimum price for the commodity? Shortly after 
the outbreak of the present war the price of jute rose up. Was that 
on account of the fixation of a minimum price? If demand is greater 
than supply, prices are generally bound to go up. And what 
is the object ot this regulation? The object of the regula* 
tion is to adjust supply to the probable demand, and if it 
can l>e properly done, we hope that it will give a fair price 
to the cultivator. But, us I have already admitted, it may not, under 
all circumstances give him a fair price, especially under the present 
circumstances. The present situation is absolutely uncertain; no one 
knows what will happen to-morrow. We have decided upon tin* 
curtailment of the coming year’s jute cultivation by two-thirds on the 
assumption of a certain probable demand for jute in the next season. 
The 1 i oii'*f knows that the only purchasers of loose jute at present are 
the jute mills, the United Kingdom and the United States of America. 
•Japan i ' rattling her sword. It Japan enters the arena of wmr, 1 am 
afraid the American market will be closed to us, and if that happens, 
no one can say that the regulation of the crop will give a fair price to 
the cultivator in the coming season. Therefore, certain unforeseen 
circumstances may intervene and may in some cases defeat the purpose 
of regulation; hut. as 1 have already said, in ordinary circumstances, 
regulation itself is likely to give the cultivator a fair price for his 
commodity . 

Now, Sir, my friends have said that Government is going to 
regulate the crop without fixing u minimum price for jute. J)o they 
want that a minimum price should have been already fixed? Was 
that at all a practical proposition? Do they not know what was the 
production of jute in the last season and what was the demand? 
Under those circumstances can a mere fixation of a minimum price 
raise the price of jute? An absurd proposition 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Nobody says so 

The Hofl’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If nobody says so, then 
everybody should wait and see what the Govfrnment does when the 
proper time, comes. I should like to pursue my argument a little 
further. When there is a large surplus production, how can a 
minimum price be fixed unless Government at the same time under- 
takes to purchase the surplus that remains in the market. It is 
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impossible to fix a minimum price without undertaking the respon- 
sibility of purchasing the surplus. Supposing under present circum/^ 
stances a minimum price of Rs. 10 per maund was fixed for jute. Wifi 
the jute mills purchase jute at Rs. 10 under present circumstances? 
Of course they may purchase a little quantity, their minimum require- 
ments, but the rest of the jute will remain unsold in the hands of the 
cultivators. A Government that cannot undertake to purchase the 
remaining quantity should never think of fixing a minimum price 
under present circumstances. (Mr. Sirkndr a Nath Biswas: Why 
Government does not come forward and purchase?) My friend 
Mr. Biswas should know what are the resources of the present Govern- 
ment and what amount of money will be necessary to purchase the 
surplus. It is absolutely beyond the capacity of the present Govern- 
ment. Not only that, Sir. Look at the risks that are involved. All 
who are interested in jute know that it is a commodity which is of 
various qualities and of various kinds. The cultivators sell jute not 
in grades, but in an unassorted form. If the minimum price fixed, 
is it to be expected that under present circumstances a law like that 
can be effectively enforced? Certainly not. Every kind of attempt will 
be made to evade that law and those who intend to do so will be able 
to evade the law with the greatest possible ease. 

Then, Sir, look at the difficulties of purchasing, the agencies that 
have to be employed for purchase, the qualities that have to he pur- 
chased, the storing facilities that have to he provided for. Is that 
an easy task? ('an anyone >a\ that Go\ernment should launch upon 
a wild scheme like that without thought and without caution? 
Certainly not. Therefore, Sir. 1 think the House will realise that all 
these various difficulties are involved in the proposal to fix a minimum 
price, hut 1 say, Sir, that circumstances may arise when it may be 
necessary to fix a minimum price, and I do not sa\ that the proposition 
of fixing a minimum price is altogether outside the purview of the 
Government's policy. If necessary. Government will tr\ to do that, 
but Government will have to do that only after obvious difficulties that 
are there have been solved and not before. 

Sir, Mr. Abu FI ossa in Sarkar has said that this Government has 
done nothing to raise the price of jute or to give the cultivator a proper 
price for his jute. Sir, does my friend really believe that jute could 
be sold in the present season at the price at which it has beeu sold 
unless the Government intervened? Jute would not have sold even at 
Re. 1 per maund unless Government intervened and made arrangements 
with the jute mills. 

Then my friend Mr. Sarkar has said that nothing has been done by 
the Bengal Government as regards new uses of jute. EW should know, 
Sir, that there is a committee which is called the Central Jute Com- 
mittee and he also should know that that committee has been applying 
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its mind very intensively on this question of new uses of jute. The 
^Government of Bengal has no money to waste. As the Central Jute 
fcommittee has already taken up this useful subject, the Government 
of Bengal was, I think, not called upon to spend money on the same 
project. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Abu Hossttin Sarkar has also said that, in u certain 
place in America people were using paper bags in place of jute bags 
because jute bags were not available there, and he abuse* the Govern- 
ment for not having done anything towards supplying jute bags to 
that country. Sir, Mr. Sarkar, prone to exaggeration a* he always 
is, has, I think, surpassed even himself on this occasion. He has out* 
Heroded Herod. He thinks that he is far more shrewd than the 
gentleman sitting on hi* left. It there was any opportunity to sell 
jute bags like that, does Mr. Saikar think that these shrewd business- 
men would have missed it and would have waited tor Mr. Sarkar to 
remind them that there wu* a gieat opportunity? 

Then, Sir, Mr. Shamsiiddin 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker. Sir, if the 
Minister takes about one hour in course of one day’s debate, then the 
Opposition gets no opportunity to speak on other motions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The thing is that the Minister is speaking on two 
or 'hree motions. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: No. Sir, he is speaking on 
one motion about the jute policy. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He is speaking on the motion of Mr. Biswas as 
well as on the motion of Mr. Abu Hussain Sarkar. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: It is the same thing, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In that case I shall have to restrict each motion. 
This is the motion in which you have traversed the whole arena of 
agriculture as regards jute policy. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, 1 quite appreciate that, 
but you will kindly realise that if the Minister monopolises the debate, 
the Opposition gets no opportunity at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will ask him to realise that. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: He has already spoken for 
about half an hour. 
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Th# Hon'bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 hope that the Opposi- 
tion desire that I should pay some respect to the arguments advanced ; 
by them on the floor of the House. (Laughter.) 

Sir, I was going to say that Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed was very bitter 
when he rose to speak. I can easily realise the reason for his bitter- 
ness. He was so bitter that he took leave of his reason altogether. I 
would only like to give one or two examples. He says that in some 
Government communique or Government notification people had been 
advised to grow Napier grass, jowar , bhutta and things like that on 
the land released on account of jute restriction and he exultingly said 
that the Government of Bengal are so ignorant of things obtaining in 
the rural areas that they do not know that these things can only be 
grown on highland and therefore how could these things be grown on 
land released from jute? Sir, ray friend comes from a district which, 

1 think, is not a lowlying district. My friend also knows that not only 
lowland is going to be released on account of the restriction policy of 
Government, but highland also is going to be released. What was 
the harm if the people were advised to grow these crops on the lands 
releused from jute? Did this necessarily mean that the instruction 
was to sow these crops on lowlands that are over-tiooded during the 
rainy season? 1 think that the uveruge jute-grower has common sense 
enough to realise the meaning of such an instruction, although 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed in the bitterness of his mind fails to realise 
the meaning of such an instruction. 

Then my friend Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed could not help giving a 
reply to the remark that was made by my honourable colleague the 
other day in characterising the present agitators .against the jute 
regulation policy of Government as the enemies of the country. I 
think that that remark went home and that is the reason why even after 
the lapse of these few days Mr. Shamsuddin could not help giving a 
reply to that. (Mr. M. Shamsiddin Ahmed: Therefore, you issue 
the circulars.) I would again repeat — I am uot saying that it is Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmed or Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar — that those people 
who incite the growers under the present circumstances, who take ad- 
vantage of the present circumstances, who take advantage of the illi- 
teracy of the growers and who take advantage of the little disadvantage 
to which some growers have been put on account of the restriction 
scheme, — these people, who taking advantage of this situation propose 
that the regulation scheme should be dropped, are the enemies of the 
cultivators. They incite the people to flout the regulation law promul- 
gated by Government. , Those who incite the people to break the law 
ure, I repeat, the enemies of the cultivators. The unfortunate situa- 
tion of the present year arose out of the fact that Government were 
misled by people like these about a year ago in not enforcing the regula- 
tion of the crop at that time. Now, these people are again repeating 
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ytbeir old tactics and are again trying to stampede the Government to 
gX> back upon their policy of regulation. Sir, I say that whatever 
attempts these agitators may make to force the Government to give 
up this policy of regulation are goiug to fail. Government are deter- 
mined" to carry on their policy of regulation because they are convinced 
that unless the coming year’s crop is regulated, the situation will he 
absolutely unmanageable. As I have already said that the shrewd 
cultivators will not fail to find out these false friends and they will give 
them no quarter. 

Now, my friend has also said that nothing is being done regarding 
Assam and Bihar. 1 have already said that Government have been 
taking adequate steps to bring these Governments into line with Bengal. 

Sir, I shall refer to certain things said by Mr. lsrail and then 
conclude. It has been said by Mr. lsrail that all lands which should 
have been recorded under section ‘1 (^) of the Act — those lands on 
which nothing but jute can be grown— have not been so recorded. 
That may be so. We admit that, but I have already stated that such 
records could only have been made if the cultivators concerned bad made 
applications for that purpose. Now, those cultivators who made appli- 
cations for the record of their lands under section «1 (* ) and whose 
applications may not have been properly heard before, will have an 
opportunity of having their applications reheard if they apply for that. 
That will give them some relief. But, Sir, l would like to remind the 
House that this was a very dangerous provision in the Act because all 
kinds of growers could take advantage of this provision of the law, 
and unless Government were very strict, 1 think, the whole purpose of 
the Act might be defeated by people taking recourse to this provision 
of the Act. Therefore, what Government propose is that shortly after 
the sowing season is over, the Amendment Act will be enforced and 
when this is enforced, certainly amongst other applications, applica- 
tions also will be made to the effect that lands on which nothing but 
jute can be grown should be recorded as such. Now, what Govern- 
ment propose to do is this— Government will make enquiry about these 
applications when the lands are generally over-flooded. If it is found 
that these lands are remaining fallow, and that no crop is being grown 
on the land, that will be a presumption that these are lands on which 
nothing but jute can be grown. If such investigation is made at other 
times, it is almost impossible to refute a claim that a particular land 
cannot grow anything but jute. Therefore, I think the difficulty 
that my friend Mr. lsrail points out will be met as soon as the Amend- 
ment Act is enforced. # 

Then, Sir, my friend Mr. lsrail has also raised the point that no 
relief is now leing given to those growers whose lands have been 
partially omitted. This is not .exactly so, because the cases of those 
whose lands have been partially omitted are also going to be investi- 
gated under certain circumstances. We have already announced that 

11 
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if those persons who have been aggrieved by any mistake in the record ^ 
had put in objections whether in time or out of time, then these object 
tions will again be looked into if they so desire. Therefore, the appli- 
cations of those persons whose lands were partially omitted, if they 
had already applied for the correction of the records and if those appli- 
cations were not heard on account of hurry or any other cause, will be 
reheard. So, a large number of cases like this will come under that 
provision and the people concerned will be given relief. 

Sir, I am sorry that I have taken more time than I thought I would 
take. I also apologise to the House if I have not been able to touch 
all the points that have been raised, but I hold that the motions that 
have been moved have no legs to startfl upon, and I hope the House will 
reject them. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the demand of 
Its. 43,85,000 under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Its. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hussain Surknr that the demand of 
Its. 43,85,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Its- 100, was then put and a division called. 

(While the division hell was ringing Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmed 
observed: “We have received no reply to mv question whether circu- 
lars were issued to District Magistrates prohibiting holding of meetings 
even to discuss the jute question,” to which, however, no reply was 
given. ) 

Then the division was taken, with the following result: — 


AYE! — 30. 

Rvpta, Mr. 4. N. 

Malta All Ohaahhvry, Mr. Syah. 

Jaaat All Majaaahar, Maalvt. 

KiKi, Mr. Niahltba Nath. 

Mail. Mr. Ahwaita Kiaur. 

Majamlar, Mn. Naaupnva. 

Maahal, Mr. Jat**<ra Nath. 
Maalrauaaiaa laUaahatfi, Maalaaa Mh. 
N altar, Mr. Him Ohaahra. 

Naaahar All, Mr. tyvh. 

Nay, Mr. Oh an Obtain. 

Ray, Hr. Maaaatha Nath, 
laayal, Hr. taaaaka Sahhar. 
thaaaaOOta Abart, Mr. M. 

W altar Rahaiaa, Maalvt. 


A M«l Atta, Maalaaa MR. 

A Mai Nahlai Vlhraapart, Maalvt MR. 
AMal NaMR, Mr. A. M. 

Ahtfai Kartai, Mr. 

AhRaJ MaJM. Mr. lyaR. 

AMal Wahah Rhaa, Mr. 

AMar Rah an. Rhaa BahaRar A. f. M. 



AMal Wahah, Maalvi. 

Aha Mauhia tarkar, Maalvi. 
Ahawi Rhaa, Mr. lyai. 

RaatrJI, Mr. latya Prlya. 

Raraia, Mr. PaapaJH. 

Baraiaa, Raha Ihyaan Praia*. 
Rata, Mr. laataab Raatar. 
Rhawailk, Or. RaMMa Obtain. 
BU«at, Raha Lahahaii Narayaa. 
BJswaa, Mr. lanairt Hath. 

Baaa. Mr. larat Obtain. 
Ohaaihari, Ral Nartaira Nath. 
Daa, Mr. Maaaiahaa. 

Oaa Rapt a, Saha RIrhIti Nath. 
RtaaaMla Ahaui, Mr. 
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A •want Alia* Kku Bakakar Mk. 
AikrRhtf* Hr. ■. 

Aihtr AH, Maalvi. 

Bitwai, Mr. Rasik Ul. 

CfclaM”<ata. Mr. 4. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Mr. Aaakal Okaakra. 

Das, Dal laklfe KlrM ikataa. 

Farm Kata Ckaaikary, Mr. M. 
farl* I Mm, tka HSa'Wr Mr. A. K. 

Failal Qaaklr, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi. 
Farlar Bakaiaa, Mr. (Dacca). 

Faxlar Rahaua, Mr. (Myawaaiafk). 
BrIMtki, Mr. 0. 

Byaaakkla Akaisk Oksakfcvry, AlkakJ. 
HatxaMJa Ckaakkari, Maalvi, 
NaaUkakkla Akaatk, Kkaa Safcil. 

Maaiaa Marsksk, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hawklafi, Mr. B. 4. 

Haywask, Mr. Rsfiik. 

Hirtxal, Mr. M. A. f. 

Ikrii Akati Mia, Maalvi. 

JaJaUSSfit Akaiai, Kkaa Bakakwr Maalvi. 
Mankal, Mr. Ja*at ChaaSra. 

MantrvSSin Akhaak, Maalvi. 


Mskaaauk All, Kkaa Bakakar. 

Masts ai All MaBak, Maalvi M. 

Makaaiaiak ItraH, Maalvi. 

MaWe», Iks Nsa*kls Mr. Mkkvaka Bskary. 
Madataarial Hatas, Mr. tyak. 

Pattsa, Mr. W. C. 

Bakaiaa, Kkaa Bakakar A. M. L. 

Baikal, Iks Haa’kla Mr. Prataaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajty, 

lakarakkla Akiask, Mr. 

tarkar, Baku MakkiMkaa. 

tsrajal Ulaai, Mr. 

ftkafcakakkls, Mr. Kk«a)a, C.B.I, 

tkaauakkia Akawk, Kksakkar, Mr, 

Stark. Mr. A. 9. 

Slav lair, Mr. 4. 9. 

Ilrkar, Baku Litta Ms aka. 
lakraaarky, Iks Nsa’ita Mr. N. I. 

S R«liar, Mr. 4. H. 

Taailcakkkla Kkaa, Iks Msakfs Mr. 

Tafvl AknvS Bksakkary, Maalvi MaJI. 
Walkar. Mr. W.A.M. 

WkHskaak. Mr. R. B. 

Wsrkivsrtk, Mr. W. C. 

Vvaaf All Gkavkksry, Mr. 


Tlit* A\es beintf 3(1, and the Noes (>’», the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 


It Dei iij4: 8-o p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the J4th March, 
15M1, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled / 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 14th March, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ bit* Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, u.j.e., 
Khan Bahadur), in the Chair, 9 Hon ble Ministers and 108 members. 

Obituary. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, you must have been 
shocked at the very sad and untimely death of Sir Muhammed Sulaiman. 
He was a jurist of international repute, an eminent scientist who has 
done much in the field of mathematical researches which won him fame 
all over the world and, above all, a gentleman in the true sense of the 
term. Sir Sulaimau’s sudden death bus come as a great shock to many 
of us who personally knew him and is a great loss to India. 1 feel that 
it is our duty to send a message of condolence to the bereaved family, 
and 1 hope that you will kindly rise in your seats to signify jour assent. 

(The members rose in tlieir seats. } 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answer* were given) 

Malaria in Jessore district. 

•154. Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: 

(a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local 
Self-Government Department aware that the death rate has abnormally 
increased in the district of Jessore owiug to malaria and other epidemic 
diseases from July, 11H0, up to 31stJanuary, 1941? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the 
]>eriod — 

(i) the number of deaths in each thana; and 
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(ii) the number of them that are children f 

x (c) What steps the Hon’ble Minister has taken to combat the 
disease ? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Daoca): (a) There has bceu increase in the 
death rates in the year 1940 from cholera, smallpox and malaria com- 
pared to those in 1939; but the rise cannot be said to be abnonnal. 

(6) A statement furnishing figures up to November, 1940, is laid on 
the Library table. 

( c ) A statement is laid on the Library table showing action taken 
by the Public Health Department to combat malaria. Medical Licen- 
tiates and Sanitary Insjiectors were also deputed whenever necessary 
fo* other epidemic work. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that there were demands for quinine from various parts and 
that they did not receive it? 


The Honb’le Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

As far as I am aware, whenever there has been a demand, we have 
always tried to supply quinine. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaded to state whether any Sanitary Inspector was sent to Kripur 
:hana where as per statement of Government in the month of Jul.v the 
death rate of children was 59*7 per cent.? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice to state if exactly anybody was sent. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any Sanitan Inspector was sent to Salkia thana in 
the month of 


Mr. SPEAKER: First please satisfy yourself whether it is the duty 
of Government to send any Sanitary Inspector. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Yes, Sir. "Government in a state- 
ment recorded that whenever necessary they would send Sanitary 
Inspectors. But, unfortunately, the demand is very great and there 
was no man available and men* are dying like cats and dogs from 
malaria 
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Mr. SPEAKERS I think it is the duty of the district board. 


Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

In the first place it is the primary duty of the district board, and if the 
district board informs us, we send medicines to the places concerned. 
As to whether anybody has actually gone or not, I would want a 
separate notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state the reason why more quinine was not supplied to the 
district of Jessore than a quanity worth Rs. 14,050 as stated in the 
statement? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As I have already stated, whenever there has been a demand we have 
met it. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the llon’ble Minister make an 
enquiry into the present state of affairs due to malaria in the district of 

Jessore? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is too general a question. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether he will take some steps with regard to Salkia 
where the death roll is very heavy? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Now you ask a question which does not arise. 


Ptiluro of Jute and paddy crops in Mymensingh district. 

•18$. Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(t) that there has been a general failure of am f paddy and partial 
failure of am/m paddy and jute in the Mymensingh district 
specially in Ishwarganj and Nandail police-stations; and 

(it) that acute distress has already set in in most of the said areas? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what stepy, if any, the Government have 
taken to alleviate the distress? 
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MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
HonWe Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy)s (a) ( i ) The am paddy is 
reported to have failed by 40 per cent, and aman paddy and jute by 
about 25 per cent. 

(it) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the percentage of failure of crop by which 
liovernraent determines whether distress has taken place or not H 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It depends on the 
circumstances of each area. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that in several villuges 
under police-stations Ishwarganj and Nandail there are people prostrate 
for many days with hunger on the point of death due to starvation? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It is not so. The 

fact is that the Additional Collector toured very recently in this area to 
ascertain the situation and the situation is by no means acute. Hut it 
is apprehended that it ma\ become so in April when Government may 
have to take certain steps. In fact, we have already instructed the 
agricultural officer to send 10,000 maunds of paddy seeds for distribu- 
tion and crop loans and agricultural loans will be granted if and when 
necessary. Government have been very carefully watching the situa- 
tion, and I can assure my honourable friend opposite that necessary 
steps will be taken in this mutter. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, in view of their apprehension of there being 
acute distress in April, what steps Government has taken for providing 
gratuitous and other immediate relief apart from agricultural loans and 
seed-supply ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 am afraid that 
my honourable friend has misunderstood me a bit, I never said that 
the situation was already acute, but I said that it might become so, 
We are watching the situation. We have already instructed the agri- 
cultural officer to send 10,000 maunds of paddy seeds to help the agri- 
culturists, and agricultural loans and crop loans will be distributed if 
and when necessary. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MA2UMDAR: Will the Hon’bie 
Minister be pleaeed to state whether he is in a position to say as to how 
many villages were actually visited by the Additional Collector who 
had been to that area? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I am not in a 

position to say that. 

Mr. CMARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state what percentage of population in Ishwarganj and 
Xandail are labourers? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I do not think 
that the question arises. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Does not the Hon’bie Minister 
think it proper that the day labourers of these two thanas specially 
required gratuitous relief from this time and up till the new aus crop 
comes to the field? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a separate question altogether. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that when the anutn crop came to 
the market it was selling at Its. 3 per maund and jute was selling at 
Its. o per maund and hence this distress began when the new crop came 
to the field? 


Mr. SPEAKER: He has already answered that, namely, that he is 
watching the situation. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state precisely by what means the percentage of 
failure is determined by Government — whether they were 40 per cent, 
or whether they were more or less? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The means of 
ascertaining the#* figures is well known to my honourable friend. As 
I have stated, the Additional Collector made extensive tours in this 
area. I am sure he met the agriculturists, talked to the people, 
actually saw the fields and saw the stapks of paddy. From that he 
made the calculation. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Abolition of louver primary schools in Midnapore district. 

56. Mr. KRI8HNA PRASAD MONDAL: <,#> Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the District Inspector of Schools of Midnapore 
has proposed the abolition of lower primary schools in the district ? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the Affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) whether the Midnapore District Board has agreed to the pro- 
posal; and 

( 1 1 ) whether the District Board has made any representation to the 
Director of Public Instruction on the mattery 


<n If the answer to {hi in) is in the affirmative, will the Hnn’hlc 
Minister be pleased to state what action the Government have taken 
ou it y 

id) When the proposed abolition of lower primary schools in the 
district is likely to take place? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) V es; but at the same time he pro- 
posed to increase the number of upper primary or complete (4 class) 
primary schools by amalgamation and raising the status of some lower 
primary schools. 

( h) in No. 

<ti> Yes. 

W'l The District Board have been inhumed that a suitable number 
of lower primary or incomplete primary school** (with less than 4 
classes in each) may he allowed to continue as such and that these 
institutions are to be provisionally recognised aided by the Board 
during the 'period of transition only. 

(d) As soon as it is possible to have a sufficient number of full 
Hedged (4 class) primary schools. 
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Prayer time for Muslim students in colleges. 

57. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 

Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

(?) that the Education Department of the Government of Bengal 
has issued instructions to the Principals and heads of all 
Government and aided colleges in Bengal that an interval 
of half-au-hour should be set apart every afternoon for the 
daily prayer ot the Muslim students of the institutions; and 

(it) that these institutions are of non-denoininational character and 
were established to impart secular education only? 


(h) If the answer to (a) 07) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many of them were established or are 
run with the other objects in view ? 

(r) Is the Hon'hle Minister aware — 

0) that t lie majority of students oi most of these institutions are 
Hindus; 

(ft) that in many of these institutions courses of study are left 
unfinished before dissolving the classes tor University 
examinations; and 

(ttt) that in many colleges the authorities find it difficult to make 
class routine in such a manner as to allow hoys even tiffin 
time or close class work even by 4 p.ui.? 

(</) Is the Hon’hle Minister considering the desirability of enquir- 
ing about the effect of such a new order on non-Muslim students? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: to) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(<?)(*) Yes. 

(ii) I have no such information. 

(ut) Seventeen colleges already used to allow 15 to 50 minutes mid- 
day recess and this was utilised by Muslim students for saying their 
ZuJwr Prayer without inconvenience to non-Muslim students. 

(d) I do not see the necessity of doing so. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl: With reference to answer 
( c ) («), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he considers it 
desirable to make an enquiry to find out whether it is a fact that in many 
colleges courses are left unfinished for want of time? 

+ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not think it is 
necessary because if half an hour is given as recess for Zuhar prayer 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
has not followed my question. My question relates to (r) (it) in 
answer to which he has said — ‘‘I have no such information.” So, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to make an enquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I can make an enquiry and 
also into the causes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl: With reference to answer 
i c ) ( tit ), will the llon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Presidency College, Calcutta, is one of the 17 colleges mentioned 
there Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact, these 
17 colleges which already enjoy recess are situated in the mufassal. 
But the Presidency College authorities also have arranged to allow a 
small recess to give the students time for tiffin and that time is utilised 
by Muslim students for their prayer. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl: Will the Hon'hle 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact or not that in the 
Presidency College during the last two years no recess was given to the 
students of the I.Sc. Class for tiffin? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is true. As I was 
submitting to the House, if any recess is given, that can be made up by 
early or late attendance — 15 minutes earlier or later. So, there is no 
disturbance. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl: If that be a fact, will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of making an 
enquiry, with reference to the answer given to ( c ) (iii), to find out 
whether it will cause any inconvenience to students belonging to the 
other communities or not ? 

Tht Hoii’blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not think it 
necessary. I had been in college, and I can say that 15 minutes* early 
cr late attendance cannot inconvenience anybody. 
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Mr. MSANKA 9EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, in this matter of half an hour recess, Govern- 
ment consulted the opinion and views of the college authorities as to 
what effect this recess would produce on the academic activities of the 
students in general? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: These are matters for the 
educational authorities to decide, that is, the Principals of colleges. 
It has nothing to do with the guardians. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Are these matters to be 
decided by the authorities without any reference to the college 
authorities? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has already said that it has 
nothing to do with guardians. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir 
The question was to the effect whether there would be any incon- 
venience to other students, whether that matter was enquired into and 
whether the college authorities were given an\ opportunity to express 
an opinion or not on this matter. 

Mr, SPEAKER: He has not answered that. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, let us have the 
answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The college authorities 
were not consulted, and I do not think they need be consulted, because 
if the Government desire that half an hour should be set apart, that 
can be adjusted by the heads of the institutions. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (a), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
Government are contemplating the desirability of exempting some of 
the colleges from having to allow any recess so that w r ork might go on 
without any interference by the observance of any denominational 
religion ? 

The Hoit’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Hitherto only one college 
has raised an objection; other colleges have not. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You have not given them 
an opportunity. 
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The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If the other college* do 
anise an objection, I am prepared to discuss the matter with them in 
order to arrive at a solution which will be satisfactory to everyone. 

Extension of the Calcutta Improvement Act to the town of Howrah. 

58. Mr. I8WAR DA8 JALAN: (,n Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and i^ocal Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether he is aware — 

(*) that since 1922 several conferences were (‘ailed by the succes- 
sive Ministers of the Local Self-Government Department for 
necessary legislation for introducing Improvement Trust 
operation in Howrah; and 

(/?> that the last of such conferences was held at Darjeeling in 
September, 19-39 ? 

(b) If the answer to (o > un is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any agreement was arrived at the 
said conference? 

<«•» If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy oi such agreement? 

(</) What steps, if any, has the Hon’ble Minister taken to imple- 
ment such agreement? 

{€) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of Government to introduce a legislation in this 
connection ? 

(/) If so, when? 

The Hon’ble Newab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(«> (i) Five conferences were held to consider the question of improve- 
ment of the town of Howrah through the agency of an Improvement 
Trust. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) and (c) The conference expressed its views on certain proposals 
tentatively put forward by Government, but no formal agreement was 
drawn up. 

# 

(d) Copief of the proceedings of the coiilerence were forwarded to 
the Board of Trustees for the Improvement of Calcutta and the commis- 
sioners of the Howrah Municipality for their views and after consider- 
ing the views of the conference as well as of these bodies, Government 
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have formulated their proposals about the financial and administra- 
tive arrangements to be made for the improvement of the town of 
Howrah. 

(e) Yes. 

if) Steps are being taken to deal with the matter as expeditiously 
as possible. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to (/), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps are being taken? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Legislation is being got ready, and it will be very soon brought before 
the House. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any Bill will be brought forward during this 
session ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

No, not in this session. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH03E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the Bill will be forthcoming? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

1 hope by the next session. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Pecuniary Jurisdiction of Munsiff. 

•150. Mr. SURENDRANATH BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in (’barge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Civil Justice Committee recommended that the 
ordinary pecuniary jurisdiction of the Munsifs should be 
raised from Rs. 1,000 to Rs.2,000; and 

(it) whether the said recommendation has been given effect toP 
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(b) If the answer to question (a) (it) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the pecuniary jurisdiction 
of the Munsiffs at Rajbari in the Goal undo subdivision of the district of 
Faridpur has been so raised? 

(c) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff H ossa in, Khan Bahadur): (o) </) The Civil 
Justice Committee recommended that the legal maximum of th*' 
pecuniary jurisdiction should he raised to Rv o.tHK). hut it did not 
recommend that the ordinary pecuniary jurisdiction of the Munsiffs 
should he raised fiom Us. 1,000 to Its. *J,000. 

(ti) The recommendation has been partially implemented by raising 
the maximum up to Rs.d,500. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will ihe llon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state what is the maximum amount of pecuniary jurisdiction 
of t lie munsif at Rajbari? ' 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Re. 1,000. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have considered the desirability 
of raising the pecuniary jurisdiction to an amount of more than 
Its. 1,000, as indicated in the recommendation? 


The Honb’le Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

No case has yet been made out to increase the amount. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who is to make out a case ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter for the Government to decide. 

Mr. SURCNDRA NATH BISWAS: Or the High Courtf 


Mr. SPEAKER: I don’t know. 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H OSSA IN, Khan Bahadur: 

li has to be done by the High Court, but at the same time there must 
be popular demand. I can s%y that the people of the locality are poor 
and Rs. 1,000 is considered to be quite enough for a place of that kind. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that there is a grievance amongst 
the lawyers and litigants within the subdivision of Rajbari? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think this is a contradictory statement — lawyers 
and litigants are said to be against each other. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: It is in the interest of the 
litigants that the amount of pecuniary jurisdiction should be increased. 
The litigants of the locality find it difficult to go to the district head- 
quarters and pay higher fees to the lawyers there. Will the Hoifble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that is a grievance 
amongst the litigants as well as the lawyers there ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Rajbari is only a few miles away from Faridpur. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: But there are other troubles, 
otherwise why should there be a subdivision at Rajbari? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan is looking at 
you. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: He has become a Minister and 
so it does not matter to him. Had he been a lawyer he certainly would 
huve fought for raising the pecuniary jurisdiction. I do not know 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Anyway, please do not argue. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of raising the pecuniary jurisdiction 
of the munsif at Rajbari? 

Tht Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUPF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I have told you already fhat there has been no demand from the public 
and nothing is done to satisfy the demands of the pleaders. Every- 
thing is done for the good of the people, and if the people would like to 
have it, they will have it. But as no demand has come as yet from the 
public, the question has not been considered. 
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Supplementary Question and Answer to Question No. *149 of 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state what steps were taken by the Government after the 
Chairman addressed the letter, dated the 30th November, to the Public 
Health Department of the Government of Denial? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Government took all steps as soon ns they came to learn that help was 
required. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

40 — Agriculture. 

Maulvi JONAB ALI MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the demand of Its. 43 , 80,000 for expenditure under the head 
“40 Agriculture" he reduced In Us. 100. 

3TT^r% Speaker TOM, CQ WT SPftTTC C^rt& 

4V 4V1 M'K 4V*tZ czfam Jute 

Regulation Act il<J ^0) #\ c v ^H TOT 'Sftft cut motion 

TlTz v $Ti 'Sttft rfvm vtm W\-*frTfl frci I 
t>N C 3 TPT^ 3 T ^rmi ft*5 MtdnT t>N 5 T r= rf*T^T W& iffW 

3fyTT ajfr ft *tfa1*ttft TTW! WTO W~5 M 3V 

'4«< 7$rz 4*$ ?ftft2 *r ftwn $ wfan; 5t8 1 

vttt wt <ttdfa 4*' ftft<roi >r-pnt yj cvfo *pnf*t- 

*t*i faro 6 ! w vttrw nin ftm 4V *npffa Mft 

fwTft-f'sflM ’rfmvt Sm ft£? ^rfafire* 

ft^fT I WT? v&pi 'tpgpl 'Win 

sitrsn ^<1^$ ^l8M^a 4C* *zw ^mr 

CVfWCfc*! I ft vyw *RPFf#t 37ftsr tfUr SHF 

fefai ^5 ^ratft vfts c*ny sflr* tot $n *tft3TV nr i frlhr 4tf 

s*8o 8: wre ewi-s TOfc ^ratft *fc?n Gum ▼Graft ^ 

12 
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ftro cTOcw i fws 4$ cw&w <rto TOw wrcr *tti> wft- 

*TTO ^1*IOT TO recorded §TO MO ^T'*f 

*lft TO R3W ST7T Government $n TOTS C'WWCSH 4W TO*n- 

VttkW CTO W vfiTO] fTO5 TO 7 TWtft 4$“ TOT"f WtfiRT TO 

o?r^v§, wf 4W wt$w TOTOtfrfs* ^rlt to* srt w^to TOT wft- 
^n: c r^ ?c*n a «?r top? tocs Stot *fero 3 ww tow 
TO^ faw ^5TOcw: 6 iW ^5tn ’tsrtor wn *w i c* <yz *fsn TOCft 
cwW''H srtowcTO TOstTOw tlfsfafa frro TOn *F5to 

TOsCTOt WT7 TR? TO PM TTOtR* STO WTOl r3W 4W 3t7tf?^F 'W* 
**W ah ^w '4\5< rroiW TO* 3 ? 5 sfst TO w 1 TO* ?wi fa-jm 

*FTO W^t TO a *TO ftn TOt *#t TOTOT5TO TOtfW srft re -ording^ 

^pT ytaiw $W Ff[TR w , ^TOl TOTO 0/ ( ^ ) <WtT3 TOlW fr^JF* record 

w raw* tow wfw TOdW TO* *i*t* *<to toto vrtfro tor* * 1, 
•W $Tf3 STOffa TORT *1 C* '4#t* MtfrWft TOW aft TOtfW TO* ^OIMRO 
“tottl TOW S*W 3 TOTtrro TO TO5 7WTO1 MO/ TO WTO TOR*t *3TW* 
^fw 4 TO 1 w^* j *fa fTO* tort w S*tTO% tor, to totto $<w TOTOw 
CTOTO TOtTO fV tffrotTO 3RT TOTOT frofFTT 3 cTO tfTO TO’W^R 
totW r 

TO* j 3*R 7TTO WfW S*tTO MO TO TO WTO *Wf#t C* TORT SrW 

TOftfe^si toc* TOTOn tow 1 TO* TOTOft TO to*" t TOww to< 

TOfrf^rW 3 ^TO iJ^x* ^%W TO 5- ^t<fTl fTO W^ I WTO ’ffWol TOTJ 
Wl? W^‘4TO TOR Tot recorded TOfW wfe TOrf c f ^ Oirft CTO 
tppw fTOWTW 3fl;<n iJTR tfrror^ f^nsr TOT recorded TOW 
■srpR 4V W^TOT *\ft W*T TOTW TOH ^Tf? 

TOTTO I CTO 3 TO ^WOT W TOT *W C![ c fW WfW ^TT ^ 4^ tJWtTO 

TOfi trnrt’f tW% ^fwwwn ?pp i to w;?n crot TO^tft TO tww 
<W TOTO C*^W frcro TOTO3 '-ffw crf'TW TO W^'itCWT wwtft 

TOTOW f%TOR fTCWf^ $TW '*R r TWr ^<rRT TO^f I Government yiZ ^W 
Ww W 9 ! WO TOR TOW Jute AdviHory Board 4 * *WWi" 
wm wtro toc^ Stow to^t ^tf% TOrf| i f*i 

4J^ Advi»t>ry’ Board ’TWtft TOt<?te fauft ^#3 W TOiR Trfr3 

•ftS W?l^tC«W TOW^T l)4%fvrf^r S^? Advisory Board ^ WTO faTO TO^ t 
^ !ff^rf^W OF Of TOW T5W1 TO W, TO ^1 TOT C? WS WftTO* 
’rf^TTO tjfsPrft tpi Wf^j cTO member Jute Advisory Boards 
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?C?f£ C? 9 tt$ St? TO ?$?r £?1 TO?1 5T$ I 

>j> 80 ?t? c?ft ars **%5 ?t;?i ott *fttot? TO rc?c§ 5 *tf??H srfro? 

MO ^*f STf?C3 ^TS^TT 5 ? TO? TO TO 5^? ; $71 TO Government. 4? TOcTOs 
^fears ?nr TO?i ^tets TO"? TOre tprs TO? i fTO 4* *roi 
?? c;f<ft? TO TOT? $*t? 4TO etc? gwr *$T3 TO? *i w ?3?i Sfo 
^^ni C? CTO 4^fc TO fTO? % TOfH TOfr? TO 4?; 
&Tf? TOtTOT^ Jut-© Regulation Aet 4? TO? r$T3 TOIs ?C3 4t?FTO?fc 
TO C?Q?1 I 4? TOtC^ *t#T? TO TOT C!['Tft 5 ? TO"? CTO 

TOfc? TO ij^ aero TOW 3 ?? T$TOr ?W#T * TOC?? TO ST^TO 

to rstot TO i *t?«r TO?fOTt? TO qro to? wr 4* ctr^t? 
TO 5t?t? 3TC^T CTO TOK $ *TO?#T TO< fOT frO *? I TOT? cTO 
TOk s ??w#i tokTO?? ar^in i^n (to wc??$ TO TO >o (to 
-nt:^ TOp? tot iw* TO t<PH TOT? fTrtfr TO (to ?St;1 r*C3 4? aore 
4? ; 4$ w? st^T TOWN ?rc fsfr 5T$i . fefr TO* STOt cartel *tfrt 

^5 TO~* fro rr\ TORT TO m Srtrs TO TO tot to? i tot oto to? 

sr j T c ?i TO TO?? stt *n 1 4^ ?ro cTOn 3 »?rTOi TO<, Met? TO TO 

f?fa* ^ITOTO TO I 4* TO? TO5 f%^T 3 R??l TO TO ?C9? TOTO 
ftfir* frTO TOT? C?Ml TO 4* aero *ffs V? fTOC? vfe iTOl ?TO fal 

TOt? TO? to?i 1 ^to? TOt?? to 4 * c!r<for ?tto? toto faf?? 

TOTTO TOT ?ft> ^ITtf^ 3TOT3 frm ?^TO? TO ?^?? TO$tT«T! ^tf?COTT f 
^anrrTO 8b v 4’ TOi to Sr^f ’^f?TOT 1 WTOTtTO tTOi ?to fefTO TOTO 
4^ er^ft? Wtit TO^^f^f ^rfs 3 toTto ^fro? *tf?tTO tot -q 
fro? f^i artffri^F to to? 1 fefr to or TO*tt ^ ^fro wto 

^TOITOf TO? ?1 1^*1 wft To? U TO? r TOfr? Mro; ^?C? TTOl 

TO? TOT TOT TO? I 4* C^pTt? TOK''W 4? TOTOT TO?-f%#T ?^ tTOt? TOi 

?tTOTO. TO?i rjn, 4 ?* §m* ?n -TOroi tom rr® or <rfi$ ?ni 

"5TOn TOT 3 ?TOf? ?? ? tC? 4?t <T'Jt< SMf TOTff? C?T # 41^ I 4^ 

C!f4t? TO<* r 'fC?? 5f?i 0fq 5T?s c? cro w? TOrTOT? C?T^? ?rifn 
TO5 3TTO? ?ftTORT C?t? ?‘TO T? TO? ?1 I 'TOTO? TO* OTO'4? TOtf^ 
f?? Wft TOT ?f?? T C ?? CTO®! C?TTO TO I ?jft- 

^jTOt 4^ c!f?hi ''tft? c?TTO c t? ^??n tot ^t^t?^: fft i 

?«ftgTO TOt?1 TOT? TO? 4?* 4^ Ctr^T? ''tin f?^Tr TOTO? TO) 

n^ yg - TO ?fcs ?fros cb^i tor TOt?i tot? $f^ f?*b?^ to"? to?? i 

C? ^ stfr TOTTOT C?T^ wf? rf* 4?: 

TOI? ^ftaTT^t T?f?Ci E? >0l*.0j,C0 f?F 4TOT dwimal 4? 3 TO TOTTO 
TO CTOt«T? 4TOT3T TO f^WR? fro TOPT? ?« TOm. 4TTO1 C?3TO 
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wj 47 *tt£ 77 ft^n, tt& s r tot 

*tt£ 47 #r, TOTcr $*fa3 totoj 75 7? *ftfc 

•ntn 47 ^p?tort*"l *tti> TOj $414 RTt^ft 7fc^*t w 3 tjmttf 74C c i 
fa *pm to* tr TOn trto Tfaos Ttf* *It% *ift * c 7 tRt 7 tort* 
4ftcilf i *tt$ to faroc 6 !* tot 47t tfTtcR RTtf! - to*h 4? rrt 

Tf^WcR ®*fa ftf^jTO* tfTTffi TO TT^T TO Ml <71 TOtTT *tf 7 *H *ttS 
sifi i TfaflTl T7 f^C*ICV 773 C7t7 C7t*T bl’Tltf 7C97 (7TC7 *ilPwj 71777 ‘ CTT* 
®tf R 7077 TC*T 5 TTO TtTOT |TO ®fa 75 TOfrfl *TTfa TOR fa 7 $ 
tJTTO^fa '3 °Tfi5TO7 TOT C7T7 TOJtHj 737 7C7 71 I 775 <9(777771 

0517 4$ C!pf)7 stffa C7T7 \ srfa TOfflW* CTO 7703 TO I Governments* 
c^rw? 7t;*n cTOtt stffattT* *f3ro jjo to$ ohi tps ; "TOT* stoctt 

f3TO CO TO C«1t7t7 C^fd** \5tv5, fiftfffi 7t*fi£, W% 7!R TfTOI 3 0Rt7 
fafa* frtTl OT37t7 TOT fa? 7t3 77C3 7S I 7&*TO TOtCR 7t;«T 

CWV1 <71 3tC7 7£ CoTf^F fTO *#t 751 ^fft\5, 773 ^tCR TO 5 71 ^ 3^ 
^TOm 77 t*tT* to to 77 *tffa c^Thr stfHtT* ^fr* &n tor to 

Wm TO I Government 47 R feoTO fro CTt* 7t^ 7705 

vim 3 Sto or to 73 ^ tot ti cro to to tfTro: W fars* 

5^t $ri hi rn ^ TOR fTO 77 % fro froRi to i croft* ^TOt- 
"rflH ItRTTT TOTO 3 3^CR TOl ^ orfl *T! ^TO ^7^TTO3 ^fcf rzlrfpj 

Tsrf<j^7r ^ tot TOm vro i to fro r i ^rot 

ir#t TO^tfr C^tTc Tfwf^R TO TO? TO TOOTt^f TTO 1 W-l t - l ] M 

RTO 5t^CR TO' 'srf^S CTO TTtTOT ^T05 ^TRtft CTO -grtfiR '-f7^f 
W‘ 3 ?ft <7Ft 6 t TO ^ 3 C^T 4 ^ ^T. ^fTOJ 

CR fTOTOT TOl R "SA'R ^n TOf^f 3 TO 5U ! fro 

RTO Government ^ TO fawt ^ <7T N: ^**f TOR ?^R ?rtTO 
^tf% ’FROR. ^TOl STOt^ C!f & ?k RKTOR ^F^n. R’ TRTRT TOTO TORt 
•TtJJ WfarOS TOl ^FTTT 'TOTOR ^Fvfl f^RTOl 3 ^ v tf^Ri *T1 TRl 

Government Rwg •$ ftro^tTO ^[fF5 I Government 

<71 ^PR TOft=T TO^f ^ *m> TO TO recorded TOCf 

<TOTfaTO^ Jute Regulation Act i)?T TO^ 705 <7T TO OfTO TOT T ®rlTO7? 
CTO 4 !] TO I ^Tfa (Tj ttTO ^ acre 70S ^fRF. fro fR acre *ffrs 

vftd^T ^ TOR nTOTFt Jute Ragulation Art Jft ^Ro=T ij^ TO2T 
^ acre vffrrs TO V TOTO (TTStn, (7f ’TTO TO^^T fR acre 4? 

*CfaF TO^T ^ TOR S*R MO ^v*1 *t!fc TOR* R^tfl 7TO 

TOT] I 4 TO^l (71 ^TTOl 75 7^ C^T^t7 TO^7 “fj *t3 acre 
Wft TOtPtOF MO WS TO ftfal 7f%i TO *fft7W 
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*TT& bfa TOrt? fir? ^flrfr* tot (Tfsiri i 

Government vftfcstftolC* STOTTS for C!]" 6 ^ TOT ’Ft W TOTO vj^5 

5"^ 4C3 btffa $*f^ “SRbf< 7C? vij^* Government 4* 

*fffr 5N Rnrfsre tot arcfct §*fa ^sncrof mo *r:i <?rft 

<1ti> bfa TO ’n I ^Tfn Government 43 &7F - tT3 TO TOT I JTfet H 
fror ^TtRl TO7$ Cft*\ 'S ’STttftTO Wl W TO F * <pft, RRjTTOT 

*fOTtTORT *M *1ft* It*# TO TO TOCS Gbfcl TO Sft^ I O T bttffa 
wfi gX^rtTOT’T ^fefro CTOT ’rfsfTO *ftfr bN ^T^tTO *1 %flT5 rWl 
i ’rT?r tfc?rt®’ *i »ftj? bt^ to sir* s RrtnRt^r jjfs* 

TO5 ^ ; toh ’TttHT ^tfrorr^T *ttfr bN fanw tott btftot Trf%*^5 

■^ryRtn s ^mr csfffo ^ bN Rro^t or 7 rtTO7 Pro # *tai 

TOm ton $n tortot? Scton i 

*rfn 5 fR ^Rt?r *fa ar#t ntcr? ^rtm* rfsfaft c*fr*n tot tffa fro vtw 
fTOTb^l TON* iH* (71 *TO '<f#T bR’R »lWn M *TTriN wft 3tf»'JC* 
TO5: MO ^* 1 1 vftf 5 tFR *TOTft TONf r*C3 (NTT* TOTft TOTT1 TON* I 

Th« Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIH KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, th« 
motion in to this effect, that jute-growers whose lands are Ik»1ow one acre 
should be exempted from the operation of the Jute Regulation Act 
That is the limited purpose of this motion, but my honourable friend 
has traversed the entire field with regard to Jute Regulation in the 
course of his speech on this motion. 1 would like to confine myself to 
the central idea in this cut motion. I would oppose this motion on two 
grounds. 

First of all, Sir, the exemption cannot be made under the present 
Jute Regulation Act. If any minimum like this has to be fixed, the 
Jute Regulation Act has to he amended to that effect. When the Jute 
Regulation Act was discussed on the floor of this House, my honourable 
friend did not throw out any suggestion like this. Now the Act being 
there, it is impracticable to give effect to such a suggestion. If my 
friend gives a little thought to this subject, he will himself see that a 
proposition like this is also altogether impracticable. Prolwblv he does 
not know what is the size of the average holding of a jute-grower. He 
is casting his eyes to the few big jute-growers with HK> or 200 In ghat 
of land in their possession, but the average si/e of a jute-grower's hold- 
ing is even less than one-fourth of an acre. Therefore, if those whose 
holdings are^ fcf the size of one acre are exempted, does my friend con- 
sider what effect that will have on the policy of jute regulation? 
Without calculating as to wh»t total area of land will be covered by 
holdings whose area is one acre or less 
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Mr. SPEAKER l Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, ran you do it under the 
Jute Regulation Act? . 

The Hotl’We Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 have already said that 
J cannot. 

Mr. DHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, it is not holding of 
one acre of land, but jute lands of one acre and not other lands. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mv friend Mr. Roy is 

mistaken. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It this is against the Act, how the motion can 
urise? 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: This motion has been brought with 
a view to suggesting to the Hon’ble Minister to bring an amendment 
to this effect. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think that anv member is entitled to do 
thut. In a budget cut motion it is a well-known convention that where 
there is an established law, you cannot bring in a motion to censure the 
Government for not doing a thing. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: It is the i Mention of the cultivators 
that such law ought to l>o amended. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. My point is that there is 
an existing law. This motion is in the nature of a censure motion. 
How can yotreensure Government for an Act which is already existing 
and which has been passed by this Legislature? 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In a cut motion atten- 
tion of the Government is drawn to various points and to various neces- 
sities that arise. How can you, Sir, interpret a cut motion which is in 
the nature of giving a suggestion for alteration of a law as a censure cm 
the Government ? t 

% 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hut how can Government take any step unless the 
law is changed? It is a well-known principle that in a budget cut 
motion censure is not permissible where there is an existing Act. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, the whole intention 
of this motion is to |K>int out that holders of jute laud aonjounting to 
about one acre have to grow jute for their own domestic consumption 
and the hardship that will be imjiused on them if the\ are not allowed 
to do that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not my fault. Suppose you want some 
changes to be made in the Money-lenders Act. Can Government take 
any step which is contrary to the Money-lenders Act itself ? That can- 
not lie raised in a budget cut motion 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
May we not interpret it as a grievance that is pressed on the Govern- 
ment for remedy Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a grievance; it is a failure on the jmrt of 
(ton eminent. 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Tie has made the speech 

juM to draw the attention of the Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am speaking about the language of the motion. 
Please refer to the language. It ma,\ he interpreted as censure on the 
whole House. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: It muv be interpreted a« 
leijumng furthej legislation by \va\ of alteration if necessary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tl i«*n .Miu inunt do it in :i .separate mot ion . 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Han't we press it for an 
amendment to the Act!" 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, it run not tie (tone in a budget cut mol inn. 

Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I think the restriction of one-third 
of jute land is not an Act. It is an order of Government. So, I think 
we can raise it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the motion is put to vote, I will hnik into 
it. In the meantime let the Hon* bio Minister proceed with his speech. 

Th# Han’ftl* Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My friend Mr ( ham 
Chandra Boy who interjected a little while ago is under the impression 
that the area, of the entire area of lands, in possession of a jute-grower 
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is more than one-quarter of an acre. The fact is that the area of jute 
lands in the possession of the average jute-grower is less than one- 
quarter of an acre. That being so, if you exempt those who have one 
acre of jute land in their possession, then you can easily see without 
going into intricate calculation that the ultimate effect of that will be 
reduction nobby two-thirds as Government propose, but only by a small 
fraction. It may be a reduction of one-tenth or even less than that. 
Therefore, from no point of view this suggestion can be accepted. 

Sir, I should like to admit that there is a widespread demand from 
all over (he country that a reasonable minimum should be fixed. There- 
fore, Government will consider the advisability of an amendment of the 
Act with a view to fix a reasonable minimum. But 1 can assure the 
House that nothing like one acre or even one-third of an acre can possi- 
bly be fixed as (he minimum. 


Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr Speaker, Sir. I beg to 
move that the demand of Hs. 4ff,8'»,t)IH) for expenditure under the head 
“40- Agriculture 1 ' be reduced b\ K,s. 100. 

Sir, when the first budget of the present Government was introduced 
in the. year 1907, the man behind the plough loomed very large, and 
although the budget presented at that time did not indicate any 
encouraging departure from the old policy or no policy of drift, 
credulous j>eople thought that some steps would Ik* taken by way of 
embarking upon a new venture for helping }K>or agriculture out of its 
rut and age-long mud of neglect. But looking back across these four 
years, can it l>e claimed to-day that anything has been done by which 
the agriculture which is the spinal cord of our collective vitality of our 
nation has recovered from its colossal malnutrition of pre-autonomy 
days? The answer is plainly in the negative. The emaciated hand of 
the ploughman can hardly clasp the plough w'ith his diffident grip, the 
primitive machine has been further loaded by the weight of additional 
imjiending luxation and the impoverished livestock, in spite of \iceregal 
bulls, can but little assist him in ploughing a lonch furrow. 

The reason is not far to seek. Agriculture remains to-day, as it 
has ever been before, a mere department of the Writers’ Buildings with 
sprinklings of effete branches here and there at favoured places, and no 
new blood has been made to flow through the dry bones of the dreary, 
weary |*>rtfolio. Problems have not been realised in their fundamentals 
and solution has not Ih*v» conceived in its essentials. Things have been 
talked airily and with manifest imbecility without any genuine feeling 
behind them, and the provisions that have been and are being made from 
year to year are no better than mere crumbs that fall from the table 
of the all-absorbing department-ridden administration. The Finance 
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and the exchequer have changed hands and the portfolio has come over 
from the Nawab to a Minister apparently nearer the peasant, but the 
destiny of more than 70 per cent, of our people is still lying* in »the 
archives of a hide-bound Secretariat. The booklet that has l>een circu- 
lated to us in the name of the working of the department reads trtore 
like a scriptural epitaph upon the tomb of agriculture than a live pro- 
gramme for its real uplift. This line of least resistance must be 
abandoned. The tinkering doles upon mere speculative contingencies 
must give place to definitely new methods of attacking the problems, 
and I would advise the Government to co-ordinate the various depart- 
ments so that this question can l>o given an attack from the front and 
immediately and even now. 

The problem of agriculture in our country can be described as a 
problem of several R\s — namely, produce, preservation, protection and 
price. 

Coining to the question of produce, Sir, the culti\ation in our country 
has always been superficial all along and that for historical reasons. 
The proportion of available culturable land in relation to the number of 
population was formerly very large, and a few leisurely strokes of an 
unambitious plough induced yield enough to cover the normal needs 
which bv the way were also comparatively few and consolidated. Tbo 
primitive simplicity of life invariably led to tin* adoption of only a few 
standardised crops which were considered enough for the maintenance 
of men and cattle. Rut to-day the course of life with its attendant 
complexities has introduced revolutionary changes and the pressure upon 
land has increased manifold. Every unit of' soil must have to yield 
considerably more and diversification of crops is an inq»enitive necessity. 
Intensive cultivation and variety of cropping have been long, long over- 
due, and unfortunately, not to our credit, no lead has been given in this 
direction. Extensive wuys and means should he forthwith adopted to 
provide for manuring facilities in the farthest village, and ojqioriunities 
should he created for the introduction of deep ploughing in the normal 
alluvial soil of our province. Ret ter qualities of indigenous and foreign 
seedlings should he made available for every tiller of the soil, and short 
term crop loans, if necessary*, with lien ujKjn the crops, should be ready 
at every door. The unaided limping peasant cannot be expected to 
march into new lines of activity, and it is onlv the State initiative that 
can break the inertia, or monotony and despair. Things need not wait 
for any complicated machinery to l>e set up. If we only knew bow to 
use our district and union boards, we could even to-day make definite 
beginnings in the matter of building up oui agricultural planning. 
To-day the*ijnion boards are functioning as so nmnv bat tie-grounds of 
petty vanities, and if we could only convert them into so many arms 
of an all-round planning, they youid lie forthwith converted into as many 
power-houses of nation’s beneficent activities. The collective strength 
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and wisdom of a large number of these boards would be available for 
assisting the individual efforts of the peasantry in resolving their 
numerous difficulties. 

Then, Sir, comes the question of preservation and protection of 
crops. Real difficulties begin in our province after the sowing is done. 
According to an old theological concept men are born only to die, and 
according to the economic concept of our country crops have to be sown 
and grown only to be blown away by destruction. The blue book of the 
department has referred to the insect pest — a veritable plague no doubt 
and by all means to be combated — but the pestilence of flood and 
drought, which are the annual harvest in our province, have not been 
honoured even by a mere mention. Our conservative people have accept- 
ed nature’s viscissitudes in the name of fate, and our popular Govern- 
ment are fully exploiting this mediaeval superstition. Otherwise, you 
cannot explain the colossal disregard of the Government in the matter 
of this major problem. The dance of destruction that the onslaught 
of flood brings upon the golden crops on the eve of their harvesting can 
be easily avoided by the opening up of shallow temporary channels for 
diverting the overflow of water and the small mischief that this passage 
would cause to some section of the (icople can 1 m* more than compensat- 
ed by a quota out of the vast savings made. In the matter of drought 
also, a large number of tube-wells can he sunk over the affected areas 
and with the aid of powerful pumps and long and extended delivery 
hose pipes a hard and untractable soil and even a desert can lx* inundat- 
ed. There would be no difficulty in getting the costs id these tube-wells 
met out of the large saving so made. I also think —and I should say, 
rather vaguely — of a crop insurance scheme so that the destroyed crop 
might la* followed by some compensation from the State. I would he 
very glud if Government would consult exeprts in this matter. 

Then, Sir, comes the most important question, viz., the question 
relating to the price. Agriculture to-day is as much unremunerative 
as it was before, and the first remedial measure lies in the introduction 
of a few money crops and in the conversion of the standing crops — at 
least some of them — into money crops. Jute, sugarcane and cotton have 
long been claiming our attention, and I would also add a few others — 
table fruits, spices, nuts and tobacco for fine cigarettes. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, as a man coming from Murshidabad, I wonder why 
the vast output of mangoes in my district and in the neighbouring 
districts including Mnlda could not be stored and preserved throughout 
the year, because if that could be done, those mangoes would be the 
principal inonev-earningi. avenues so far as this province is concerned. 
We would find our market not only in Calcutta, not only in other parts 
of India, but also outside this country. There are allied industries — 
agriculture industry in the shape's of jellies, condiments and the like— 
which a little initiative ou the part of Government can bring into 
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existence even to-day. My friend Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, while dis- 
guising the budget niU in the last year, pointedly drew the attention 
of the Government to the possibilities and prospects of cigarettes indus- 
try in our province, but I am sorry this book does not coniuiu even 
any mention of the same. Through every union board, if possible, with 
the aid of a radio, instructive lessons should be broadcast throughout 
the province at periodic intervals so that the peasantry may l>e persuad- 
ed to concentrate as much upon money crops as upon food grains. 
Communication works should be whipped up so that money crops that 
are grown may find an easy way into the market. The marketing 
facilities should be implemented by the starting of comfortable godown 
and warehousing schemes and the holding jxiwci and the buying capa- 
city of the agriculturists must lx* augmented by all menus. Sir, the 
Hon’ hie Minister t he da\ befon* \estenlay referred several times to the 
laws of demand and supply l for unsyelf must not agree to lieing 
thrown at the merc\ of these economic laws of demand and supply. 
The\ arc ncithci laws of nature not are the\ immutable. Even private 
efforts in the commercial world are known to have lw*en able to modify 
and bring under control these inflexible laws of economics, and I fail 
to understand why the powerful initiative of an organised Government 
cannot determine such forces at least to some extent. If there is just 
a will, there is certain! \ a wa\ 

1 would conclude. Sir, by asking for a compreliensj\ e national 
planning committee tor agricultural development, and I do not want 
that this committee should be a tonnn tor politicians and legislators 
mereh . I want an agricultural planning committee consisting of 
ex pelts who can studx the questions and problems of agriculture 
seientificalh . dispassionately, analytically and synthetically and who 
can evolve constructive programmes born out of a combined and 
collective wisdom. Let us make a beginning It is no use merely 
giving facts and figures, mentioning eggs and not plantains, and 
mentioning eggs of different types. It is no use mereh repeating 
a formula which was in the lips even of the bureaucracy in the 
pre-autonomy days. The question is, whether anything has been done 
to put into operation all these pious objectives. Sir, if you to-day 
read the budget speech of a Minister even before this present constitu- 
tion came into existence, you will find the same pious objectives mention- 
ed throughout the length and breadth of the books that were circulated. 
It will not do to-day merely to feed upon statistics and platitudes, 
lief us definitely go ahead in this direction. * J*ct us to-day at leant 
lay the foundation of a new' order of agricultural prosperity, otherwise 
this Blue Book as many others of its ancestors will stand out as a 
record of big promises but of little fulfilment. 
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Msulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD! : -frtfe rtTO? ! TO- 

ftTOTO ^iwfwi tpOT TO F°^ (, y to* TO TO hr5i r<$i RfsrR i TOi R*ftc?f 
toicrr !fro TOironr ftR& TO R*ti TOre TO cr, TO-fR5tc*tR rSr 
rt!< R 3i fir ? TO-faoR Rft Sfan tot ^Tr TO* Rft fRcrot rJrri c^ri 

RTT ^ITI TORT Rt^TOR RRR R1 TOr CRR TOm RStRRl RtC^ fR ? RRR1 
*ttr TO* TO rrr RtRi TO crrr rTOr TO m^ ri cro TOnn TOisre 
hr* \ofRv tus <flfRCR , srtri Rt**rtR rIrr hr* rjmc^r crr *|rtr (SHrir 

Rtfe TOrrfc^ ri vfwrus TOrr rbirwi rtc$ fR ri i rRri r^jr qsTOri 
cTO&tfe, — fafiS SSOb'-^ ’HOT <lw6 C**il Rfa •& Rfa-fRolC^t >8 RR. 
for smtR fctRi RTfire TOrics hr* iH^fR r<ot }$oa»-80 to o ^tr ^>8 
swr frRi Rifai TOntcs i 73^t* c?Ri Rfrrec^ cr, Rfa-fas>tc*iR rri> RR"f: 
Rfaj TOu$ TOrtrsi }&80-8> to TO fasten <u w* *t> ?RTr stri 
R jfins TOttcs hr: r£rR ^8>-85. tor Rtwfc 88 rr tr> ^ TO rtr 
fatflfaj rri TORtt3[ i h$ rt? figure o c tRt^t to tit, Rt:*rtR TO hr: 
rrcrr ^ffey tot aisTO^ p frnR TO R«f TO R#r5C$R, fTO H* 
r< TOR fe$R TO CTO RtCR TOr RI CTO rtor Syf&f TOfrR <ttM3R1 
TOC'-AC^ RfTO RCR TOro fasTO *rfr I 

^fvf3(Tj <yfai ^rjfv , hr* rteTOri Rtfac^ TOc*i rrcrr 

CR tfTO TO TOrTOtR *t« TOf f% S ''ttot r yTO^ TOH TOTSI TOr3 
rtR TOR 5RT ’pftfTO C^ftBt? fc 1 TOH tfTTOR I ttol'CTFfa 

^t vp: to: ri fr? Jfvn, ii TOr? ctoc^rr, 

CTO union .3 *1 cTO t{TO '4*l' "S^S ^ttTOC fc t? ^RT 

ftftri TOri frro^r #m cTO tpt®! ^itsRi to TO* i c'ttTOR TO 
TO ri tor \5tn ^tcR csfi, TOr ufTOy crito rIrr Tot ttor 

fR TOtCR r R^:TO ^ 6 t"OT 6 l^ TO*!" TO CRHR Rvfl I ( 7 ft TO TO- 

CRuff TOO TOtOT CRCTO RSRRI CRTTO flRtTOS Rfel TOR CRR^t ^f5 W'R 

fR5^ CRTOR frn C*3R1 7R R1 I ^tTOr tf w ^C5 RH" TOr TOR TOD 

crto ‘5to ttrs ritorr rrrri cr crr tpro ^sr RfRus Tor 

RtRtR RCR TR *H I TO Rl:R1 OTlR 4R; Rt:TO RtfeRR TORR RRRtft TO 
CRH (TOTO. CR^ RR5T TO CRCH CR RTRtCRR CRCfR RRRCRR f TOF®tlR CRR 
CRR fTOR TO^ HtRI RtRtR »jScTOR RR TO i '>to fc t^CR fc t TORT TOr STO 
CR TOrRt®! labour HR: TO RTRTO RlRRl TORR (TO fi TOR "TOIRR RRCRR1 
Rft rRt RfRT5 CTOT Rft-RTRRT fRRIR TOtCRR RWf?^tCR C*fSf%Rl TOFU3 
TOcR I ^"CR 6 !? Tor TOR RR MrI RRR RfRRtC^R. fTO RTRtf RRR 3 TOR 
Suffer RRT CR fRf RR1 TORtCW cTO ft^R ( TOtR TO I Rtfa HRRtR sltftR 
TO office TOn TO^T'HR TO[R fR RT1JT TOfllfijTO fRl 
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c*rfi ct*r si! 5 fa?® *t5i fi® ■tfl C 2 > i to® c«ifc®^ to^, 

ffa ** <rtP, ®fo-^®l 4®; 4 $ toto **r®£t $m*i wfa® 4 $ ?r®m 
ft® ®TO ®fal TOF I fa®, *®®tft fttTO ®C*T C® tf5TO ft® Ff*Tt$®l C*9®1 
5$in TO, ®t?i TO ^fftro *®i *tfan to j ®tto to *4?t® ®®®m 4$ ft® 
fan to 7 <5 tt® ^n, ®t® f®in fafasi s® i 

4$ C? «T® «T® £l<?i ®t**Tf® 4VC«H TO ®f® ®fa® S*jfsi< TO ®T® ®®j 
s$c®tw, \if?i 5?c^ ?|Wf 4®* \stc® ®®®*i c®t®$ $TOt® 'ii^tssc^ *n i 
*tt«t 9 to* S^fa® srt TOfw ®faf®TOT* TO stes 

® 5 $® , Qfa ®^ ®\j?, S*j \i ®®cto ®t*«rf® ®c®® TOr ®rf^r?n fartopf, fa®, 
®tro* c*tro a -sttoT (Tt^ ^tr^t® to 4$ ®*cto ftss* c®t® to»*t $tro 

v tft* ®1 I 4$ *®«T MtC^?® tT*l C® S^®£ 9 S^| : >i ®®CTO C 5 tl-®\ ll t 

5$t® sm* *$t®®i ®t$ i ®f® cfc ®®c®i i ft^ ®mtfa ®*i ®$®i to, $t®i 
c*$ tocto ^itot s ®mtft ®fan to c^^ft® $<®fart<R ®*i $fira % i 
TOTO ''ttot® *fai •sft^f ®f$T® *1 C*$ *®?:TO ®3®sfa 5Tto fa T 

®fat S*jf% to 4^4$ S'jfi/'fl TO® ®f® c®!® cTO?® ® r ®t$ ®f^tT5 

r?r ;^s® f #i ^slfT® ^fs ®1TO® w?i ®*i ScTOt s® vtjy\ 
o\ ® v n t$& i fa - ?, itoi «HTO W ® ®®t®* t®R$ ^[fi r$T 5 TO* m j to 
4® ® v f) (71 Demonstrator TO® ®3®&fa s"|^ ^f5fC*ffl 

^pfafant?( *T1 practical ^fa<j C®f*T <^4 fa »n I 

?mvw '4t3n ^w m f^ wy^f fa^T irrm f-roi tTto ^wtr. 

^ fao 'To® i 4^ ^ wtri 4®^lfa 

« 4 * * 

^ ’tfafll, ^T^RtOT lecture Sffa^n ^ftn ^Tt^l ®fat ®fa^T 4^ ®vf| 

TOT3 TOr i ®rc®t w S^mrrHn ®fa w ®to« ^f® ^5 

S'j f% iv04 9 ffi r .4 4t5"f? ®R®| Sfax ! 

®t3T TOt^T ^t®l 7T Exhibition i35? fs3? fatn ®*JTTO* ®faTO 

trti r fr rt re ir IWP! stM ®finn fro 

‘tcf^ l^m? th't ^ ^ 1 4 ^ TOt^n ‘tnff ^t®nr u®Pr fa^mt ®to^ 

9 ®fa &jfz ^Tt^R ^ S<TO fa®I^ rtrj ^ I 4* C® 

5 f® sr® £t®i ®% TO ^ < fro c tit ®Wft c v INr c f ®rfaj r^OT, 

®wfet to fan *rfa totot ®ft ®tcfrs S^ffa toj c^ttFt®*! ^rttfor 
4 ®: ®fa TOK 3 4 t? T^ITT ®WOT fa 5 ^ S’Wst r^Ti TO 1 
TO C^n-^r5® S^lfro Oo&Rlff faster rtvz injection WWX\ 

TO ; fa®, ismc^ crt ) ®t?, to efl-*TO 9 # TOn to ?mt 1 

$ 51 * tffero* fa CTO STO ^ T $m TO 6 ! ®^TO® faTOl ®fro 
*5n 5U — fa ®*1 TO, TOJf WTO *fan ftfa^wp^tt® injection fa® 
S® 1 4$ injection^* STOt* <»£®ft 5$TO *C® *CW tfOTt^t ®fa® 

S^tTO 5® ^ I 4$fa® inject ion4* $TOR ?TI® *fan *®:TOT 
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*t v flil$f, , '$ *FP3& 'SiC^C^l sfcll ^T, 3 !$!* Tfal C4H ¥=T «d | 

9TT 3tT! 9$T=T PhHKH? ^RT i]\5 fwi ®tS*f5 *jfaSR , 

W &?if*f3r faff *fa4Hl $R7 ^fiNfa ^<^51 f% ? 

Jute Regulation Policy TO W7F?' RF^fl 

^TfontcsH I C5Ttmi srft? *ft^t ?i plot number iK* 

<m "fr*nr *r< *n i fams: *nfc Mm 5 - 0 , srfar 

tjtarT ^ 1 mvtft vfr tftui tflur 

vtmm =j?ut^n or oj, plot rfarz f? ftfv jw cvf? cvr plot *w 

en ? rfio, 3t7i yit^T vfctm rf*t 5tfen Mlfrra *ttra 1 </r«t >o> 

vo oM 51* stsm fag* fan *tftpr *1 1 ^staffln telus 

$v$Pr$ <1 fans^y ’yfan ^3 srR^fa fag^ en Tfen ^ 
*fafa©trt<t T%Tffrt c t Inspector, Assistant Intpector*W 

®*!fT5 9**n crRrr^r r, <t& *m jRRFtit ^ft-fastrfa fare 

m *ri 97 ^ 1 1? w? fafr* c sTt^ Pf^ fr- y 

(71 wf ^finn 4 *; $m* *tt ^fpr^ira fcfttfctfa 9*t* 1 

*fiffTO^T uq* *5fffa blflltv* 6*1$ hi ^ffSR *?! ^ HlflN, ^f*t S^jfi 

9S<? <0 *n 5*^4 , c* ti Njf^jpjf \5*hy *itl? e>im <7pc4 

^5t9Pn W3T5: *t9tU5 4* Jute Regulation AcM3 ?$UZ 0&9t* 

*tttr 3t7t? tftyi i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think 1 will put Mr. Jonulmli Majuradur’s 
motion first. As l have said, I have come to the conclusion that it 
cunnot he on Jute Regulation Act. It will he for Jute Restriction 
Scheme. 

The motion of Maulvi Jonah Ali Majumdar that the demand of 
Rh. 4*1, 85, (MM) under the head “40 — Agriculture” he reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES — 39. 


AfcBal HakHa, Mr. 

AMU WakaB, MMhri. 

AkawB KA««, Mr. tyM. 

••••rjl, Mr. Ittyi Myt. 

■atm* Mi ewMtar). 

Bar mb, Mr. PatHiit 
I arm*, Mi Uyam Pnul 
Btrma. Mi llimBra H«tB. 

Ban, Mr. UAlBali Kmmbt. 

BBaarMlk, Or. MIM Okaaira. 
Mavaa, B«B« LakikaM NArayaa. „ 
Matt, Mr. taraatfra Natk. 
BkaaBfcari, Ral Naraatfra Natk. 

Baa, Mr. Maamkaa. 

Baa Bapta, Baka Kkafta«ra Balk. 
Datta Bapta, MBa Mtra. 

Batta Maaaamr. Mr. Nikamia. 
la^aial Mapaa, Kail. 


Bfcaaa, Mr. Atal Krtakaa. 

Btaaa4#la A ham, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. 4. H. 

Haaaa All Bkaviliary, Mr. lyta. 
taaak AN Majaataar, Maahri. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Ckaakra. 

Raaaa, Mr. BlatatBa RatB. 

Ma)l, Mr. A Malta Ka«ar. 

Majaataar, Mra. Hiaiprm. 

Maakai, Mr. Kriakaa Prasai. 
BuNmnaia lita M a k aB I. Maataaa MB. 
Naaktr, Mr. Naai Ckaapra. 

Bay, Mr. Ckam OkaaBra. 
lay, Mr. Maaaataa Balk, 
laayal, Mr. tnaaka (akkar. 

Tkakar, Mr. Praaiataa Baa|aa. 

Wattvr Itakma, Maahrl. 
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AMaf Acts, milua Mb. 

Atbal Haft, Mr. Mia. 

AMaf Mania. Mr. A. M. 
am vl Karin, Mr. 

A Mai Malta, Maahri. 

AMal Mali#. Mr. tyab. 

Aka Mila- At MabnaM. Mr. 

AMar BaaaMb. Mr. MM. 

AMal Natal** MaHk, Dr. 

AMar Kaaf, Kbaa Babaaar Ibab. 

AMar Batsak, Maalai. 

Abtaar Rna Cbowbkary, Kba* Babaaar Maalvi. 
Abal Maaain Abnaa, Mr. 

Abnaa Ali Enayvtyuri, Kbaa Babaaar Naataaa. 
Abnaa Ali Mribha, Maalvi. 

Abnaa Maaaia, Mr. 

Alfaaaa#)* Abnaa, Kbaa Babaaar Maalvi. 
Aniaallab, Kbaa labi* Maalvi. 

Anir Ali Mia, Maalvi N*. 

Aa«arai Atin, Kbaa Babaaar Ma. 

Aibratali, Mr. M. 

Azbar Ali, Maalvi. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Ma. 

Blrkmyri, Sir Nvary, Bari 
Biivii, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

6blM*Malv, Mr. 4. W. 

Dai, Rai aahife Kiril Bbaiaa. 

Dan, Baba Dtbtabr a Hath. 

Farbab Raia Cbawbbary, Nr. M. 

Farbat Baa* Kbaaan, Bigam. 

FaalMl Ma*, tba Haa'bt* Mr. A. K. 

Failai Qaabir, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 

Fazlvr Rabnaa, Mr. (Datca). 

Failar Rabnaa, Mr. (Myawaiiagb). 

Biabblag, Mr. D. 

Bala ai ^araar Haiaiai, Mr. »bab gyab. 

Banal, Mr. ft. A. 

BrlMtbi, Mr. C. 

Baraag, Nr. Danbar tiagb. 

Nabiballab, tba Haa’bli Havab Bababar K., al 
Datca. 

Ha*xv**iM Obaabbari, Maalvi. 

MaaMbabbia Abnab, Kbaa tabib. 
Haiaaauanaa, Maalvi Mb. 

HaMaa Marabab, Mn., M.B.E. 


NOES— 17. 

j Hayaaab, Mr. Ragan. 

I baialabbaia Abnab, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 
j Kazan Ali Mirea, tabibaaba Ka iaabab tyab. 
Kaaaaby, Mr. I. 8. 

NcBrvgtr, Mr. fl. B. 

Maabal, Mr. Baaka Babari. 

Maabal, Mr. bagat Cbaabra. 

Maairabbia Akbaab, Maalvi. 

Maiab Ali Kbaa Faaai, AMtabJ Maalvi. 

Mild, Mr. C. W. 

Mabamnib Ali, Kbaa Bababar. 

Margaa, Mr. 8., 6. I. E. 

Matlan Ali Mtllah, Maalvi N. 

Mvbannab Ibrahim, Maalvi. 

Mu ban nab libagaa, Maalvi. 

Mubamnab (avail. Maalvi. 

Naltick, tba HM'bl* Mr. Mukaaa* Babary. 
MMibarratf Hanala, tba Maa’bl* Ha»ab. Kbaa 
•ibabvr. 

Mcitagtwai Hagai. Mr. tyab. 

Nanby, tbi Han'kli Maharaja Irtacbaaira, at 
j Ceiiimaatar. 

HaiaraNab, Haaabiaba K. 

Fattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Rabnaa, Kbaa Baba<vr A. M. L. 

| Raikat, tba Haa'bla Mr. Rraiaaaa Dab. 

Raiaar Rabnaa Kbaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Obaaaajay. 
ftabrabbia Abnab, Hajl. 
tababa-Aiam, Mr. ftyab. 
ftarkar, Baba Mabbaiabaa. 
larajal lilam, Nr. 

Sbabababbin, Mr. Rbtaja, 0. B. I. 
Ibaniabbla Abnab Kbaabkar, Mr. 
ftpallar, Mr. b. H. 
tirbar, Baba Litta Haaba. 

Initb. Nr. H. Brabaat 
Itwaa, Mr. b. W. R. 
tabrawarby, tba Naa'bla Mr. H. g. 
tUrk, Mr. A. F. 

Tanlaabbla Kbaa, tba Haa'bla Mr. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. N. 

Wbttabaab, Mr. R. B. 

Warbawartb, Mr. W. 0. 

Taaiat Mina. 


The Ayes being 1 .*15 and the Noes 87, the motion wan lost. 


Mr. 8HYAMA PR08AD BARMAN: The complete dependence of 
the population of Bengal upon agriculture haw been increasing day by 
day, inasmuch aw it haw assumed to l>e a danger split on the economic 
structure of the country. A country, which had manufactured and 
exported the finest muslins and other luxurious fabrics and articles, 
at a time when the ancestors of the British were living an extremely 
primitive life, has lost her former self-sufficiency and has been forced 
into an undignified dependent position by *i»reign domination and 
economic exploitation of the country. 

Sir, modern conditions and large-scale scientific production brought 
about the destruction of the indigenous industries as a result of which 
many people have been forced to take to the land as their only living, 
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causing overcrowding on the tiny holdings. It is for this reason that 
there arises the urgency for improving and overhauling the Agri- 
cultural Department. * 

Sir, when we scrutinise the budget, we are greatly disappointed 
not to find any scheme for the improvement of agriculture of the 
province. Bengal's peasant reduced to u skeleton by endemic 

and epidemic diseases, by malaria, kala-azar, influenza, tuber- 
culosis, by cholera and small-pox, overburdened with a heavy 
debt which he can no longer bear, tills the soil — a tiny 
holding — with a primitive wooden plough drawn by a pair 

of similarly emaciated puny bullocks. This is the real picture 
of the agricultural population of Bengal, and this is the way in which 
the agricultural operation — the only means of wealth production of 
the country — is being carried on even in this stage of modern scientific 
development. 

We are very much amused to learn that the Government have 
decided to send at the cost of Rs. 0,100 an expert to Japan for investi- 
gating into the causes of high outturn of paddy there. But has the 

Hon’ble Minister investigated into the causes of low outturn not 
only of paddy but of all other crops in this country ? Is not tin’s low 
outturn of crops due mainly to the following causes: — 

(1) that owing to the pressure of population upon the land there 

has been unusual fragmentation of holdings; 

(2) that there has been a terrible lowering of the general health 

of the agricultural population ol the province entailing a 
heavy economic loss to the province; 

(tl) that the agricultural population of the province are ovei- 
burdened with huge debts which lead direeth to the agri- 
cultural inefficiency and loss of property. 

A person heavily in debt can have little incentive for making the 
utmost use of his lands, nor will he be able to introduce better crops 
and better methods and ultimately may lose his property. There ri 
every indication in the country that landless agriculturists and 
labourers, I mean the hargadart and adhuin have enormously 
increased in recent yearn. The landless agriculturist occupies the 
lowest rung of the economic ladder — that toiling and long-suffering 
serf, who is the easy victim of unemployment and who is the first to 
suffer from famine, malaria, kala-azar, influenza and all other diseases. 
A single meal a day, thin loin cloth, a thatched hut, a cotton rag, 
these constitute his only necessities of life and these a^e all he can 
hope for in a year of plenty. The desired luxuries are to lie in shade 
and sleep and smoke and chatter. The proportion of landless labourers 
are so large that it has become a menace and a danger spot in the 
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rural economy of the province, and it now threatens the very economic 
structure of society, somewhere it rises to the fury of fire-raising and 
bazar-looting as the money-lenders and landlords become too importune 
in their demands. 

Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of another main cause of low outturn 
of crops? It is the dependance of agriculture of Bengal upon the 
monsoon, the nature of which is probably the most important cause 
of prosperity or distress in the province. In Bengal there being no 
or little irrigation works, successful cultivation cannot be assured for 
any year. In a normal year a large number of people do not earn 
enough to maintain themselves. But normal years are not too 
frequent. In nearly every year, something or other happens to the 
crops; rains fail, or there is too much rain and flood, or rain comes 
at the wrong time of the year, all these leading to the failure of 
crops. 

There is yet another cause, I mean the depletion of the soil. There 
has been actual exhaustion of the soil in areas where there are no 
large rivers. If no attempt is made to supply inunure in these areas, 
there is every likelihood of very little yield of crops there. 

These are some of the important problems of agriculture. But, 
Sir, have the Government made any attempt to tackle or solve any 
of the problems? 

As regards safeguard ugainst the worst effects of failure of rains, 
the Government have made no scheme whatsoever. North and West 
Bengal which are unfortunate enough not to have any big rivers are 
easy victims of the failure of crops due to want of rain. But 1 can 
tell the Tlon’ble Minister that in North Bengal, especially in Dinujpur, 
there is a good number of large and old tanks everywhere. Those 
tanks can be easily re-excavated at a minimum cost to be utilised for 
irrigation purposes. But Government have paid no attention to it. 
On the other hand the Government are busy in establishing agri- 
cultural farms and demonstration farms with a motive best known to 
the Ministry. These farms have practically done no tangible w’orks 
for the improvement of agriculture. 

I shall now deal with another difficulty which the agriculturists 
are having iu their daily life — I mean, the problem of marketing. 
As soon as the harvest-time ends, the trouble (if the agriculturists 
begins. When the news that the crops are stored in the house of the 
agriculturist reaches the ear of the landlord and the mahajan, the 
barkandiues and men of the zemindars and mahajan* beseige his 
house with importune demand of their dues, both legal and illegal. 
He is harassed day in and day out. As a result of this, he is forced 
to sell his produce. The poor cultivator has no cart to carry the 
produce to the market, and t so he is forced to take the aid of the 
hepari * and middlemen, who come to his house with a confusing variety 
13 
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of weights and measures. Both his isolation and preoccupation with 
his daily routine works prevent him from following the market condi- 
tions and from knowing the local price of his produce. Thus be 
sells his crops at the price dictated by the hr pans. As there is no 
measure of protection against false and fraudulent weighment and 
measure, there are so many weights and measures that it requires a 
good brain to find out the rate by a particular weighment. In my 
constituency, I mean, Dinajpur, we have a seer of 60 tolas, a seer of 
70 tolas, of 80 tolas, of 96 talas, of 100 tolas, of 110 talas and of 120 
tolas ! 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lb minutes.) 

( After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8HYAMA PR08AD BARMAN: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, before 
adjournment I was speaking on weighment. After the weighment is 
over, the heparr puts a demand of catalogue of market charges : 
mahldari , dalta , g os ha la and all other things. The agriculturist, with 
his weak bargaining power and poor resources at his disposal, is forced 
to sell his produce to the clever and dishonest bepari and pharia at 
whatever price he can attain and pays whatever deductions the beparis 
demand ! If the Government want to save the agriculturists from 
utter ruination, it is high time that the Government should bring at 
once a suitable legislation for the regulation of markets, for the 
control of the middlemen and for dealing with cases of fraudulent and 
false weighment* and unauthorised deductions and an> other decep- 
tions. 

There has been general complaint from the public that the major 
portion of the allocation for the nation-building activities is consumed 
in paying the establishment charges. This will be clear from the 
budget. Most of the provision for agriculture is for direction, 
superintendence, and for paying the salaries of demonstrators and 
establishment charges. A ven magnificent sum of Rs. 4,000 has 
been provided for distribution of improved ploughs amongst the culti- 
vators. What can it be but a huge mockery!*' We find that Rs. 3,789 
has been provided for the improvement of goats of the province. And 
I think there is meaning in it. For want of pasture lands and fodder, 
and also due to the prevalence of cattle diseases, bullocks and 
buffaloes are dying in large number and they will be very scarce in 
the near future. I think to cope with the situation, the Hon’ble 
Minister has made provision for the improvement of goats, which will 
be utilized for the purpose of cultivation and which will be the worthy 
substitutes for bullocks and buffaloes now in use. 

Now, SiT, the real needs of the agricultural population of the 
province are not the expert knowledge in high outturn of paddy or 
establishment of farms; what they really want are sound health in 
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a sound body, money just sufficient to purchase a plough ami a pair 
of strong bullocks for tilling the soil and a good market and a fair 
and reasonable price for his agricultural commodities. 

In the budget there is nothing — absolutely nothing- to help the 
toiling masses in the fields. They want food and they want clothing. 
They do not want to Ik* told to frighten their rag of a belt, more and 
still more, while they are being carried deeper and deeper into tbe 
abyss of poverty and bankruptcy and utter ruination. Raw materials 
are losing their overseas market, while prices mount higher and 
higher. Ofiicialisation of the Calcutta Corporation will not console 
the agricultural population of Bengal, who suffer perennially from 
unsatisfied hunger Ooiuinunalisation of primary and secondary 
schools will not feed the masses, who ha\c seen the jute crop go lot 
nothing. 

A census war of sectarianism cannot blind the masses to the false 
patriotism The masses want bread, they must have bread — the 
promised thilh hot— -no. the simple uun-hhat 

Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA CHOWDHURY : Mr Deputy Speaker. 
Sir, I don’t move the motion t hat stands in my name, but 1 wish to 
discuss the policy and principles connected with Agriculture and 
Hoard of Agriculture in Bengal. Sir, I wonder that l have to take 
up the subject here tor a discussion — a subject in which SO pel cent, 
nt the population of Bengal is vitally interested and directly concerned 
and which i" their mainstay to keep them engaged for their livelihood 
Sir, Bengal i- said to In* the granary of India But it i s a niattei 
of great regret that practically iio policy worth mentioning lias been 
adopted by Government for the improvement of agriculture in Bengal . 
what is followed bv the people in their agricultural pursuits is still 
hackneyed and stereotyped, left only to chances and accidents What 
has Government done in the interests of the agriculturists who form 
the backbone of the nation save and except that it spends some money 
for running the departmental routines in which the real agriculturists 
have little interest -the man behind the plough is systematically 
ignored so to speak The Dou ble Speaker has recently produced with 
his able pen a volume on the subject worth reading and consideration 
with all seriousness it deserves. But agriculture is being neglected 
as before. There is a Board of Agriculture which sits only for less 
than an hour in a year to deal with so important a subject. Proper 
care lias not been taken to utilise their services for the evolution of a 
systematic programme for agriculture. The # meeting of the Board 
is called oi\ce in a year and then allowed to sleep — it is nothing short 
of a mere eyewash, a mere advertisement to associate certain big or 
honoured names with it to produce nothing. As usual, the Board met 
last year for less than an hour in July last with the result that its 
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proceedings have not yet been circulated ! I would seriously ask, 
what has been done in the economic interest of the agriculturists — 
the men behind the plough Y Has anything been done to educate them 
in the least so that they may be benefited in their every day details 
of agriculture pursuits — has any attempt been made to bring to their 
very doors the results of agricultural demonstrations and experiments 
— to organise them on co-operative lines and to adopt measures as have 
been done in the VV r est ! One or two agricultural colleges are only a 
meagre step forward in their cause. What is wanted is that schemes 
should be evolved, programmes of policy should be laid out without 
delay, so that the men behind the plough might be organised and 
properly financed to solve their own interests in their pursuits of life. 
For this purpose I humbly suggest that the Board should be vested 
with necessary powers to consider and suggest steps so that even the 
commonest agriculturist can have the benefits of organisation, and 
education in their humble avocations of life, and can be in a position 
to really appreciate that Government is trying to do something for 
their well-being. What is needed most is that in even union there 
should he free and compulsory night schools to disseminate agricultural 
education amongst the very men who are behind the plough. Their 
economic salvations should rest with them alone and not with the 
highly educated products of the agricultural colleges only. Sir. I 
have suggested the mere indications and given hints, and trust that 
the question will receive a careful consideration at the hands oi 
Government. 

Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MAJI : mf* mm 

will Tfa ffofcflfir a tpsty 

<stn ipp 4 y yyfl i mm ym m * «ty i to* 

f*T* fra Government policy TO*^ 

rare i ffity pty vm yfy : cn to* "sttfa yrai i 

Wtyyi ^ ytt«T, Crop Plann ng Conference 

<5tTO Government (Tf cy report fra%3R (?fe report^ yyi 

rare >,%g,ooo fcy yvty yt;*n crat yfffc pre i w & 

^ «R7 pit Tfl m *R7HT cm cm 4*ttre 

yflyytft ^Tl I Madras, Bombay Presidency yf Sindh 4 

4*1*1 yt£f% y? yi l yb’Sfl Government ^y reports «rtrei ’ft? 

crafy yfy, cyytcy tffe vftff ra yy, 

ra ftttTO I Madras^ reiervoirs cm ftyi 5N yy <7T4ft7T 

wyynttit'ty wsfc yfy yy w $tyi yt*^ crafy trot 

erf! j *mn micm *ft* im, mtm cm* to cm cvTt 
cm tres yt^yfy era tyty f%y yy i Italy, Spa ; n 
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TORT *$Rt 9 ffa COT3 Japans? COT C?*ft 5^ j 

totor? f?5t? $ Sf^n tfRTt3 ^ Tft? 3R wi <r* ctors 
^MIr? TO*n cot? cot ?r ?r 5 ? *1 1 ?t*sn COT ftOT 

^ft?*$? yfro TO?n ot<5 43 c? ^ tot 5^^ 5-3 3t? TOR TV r 

3OTftf3 ^RftJTJ Government tfTO TOTRft TO? TO C?R CTO *ft 

fTO^?t? tr c ttf% fr? to* to? 6 ! 1 tocP? bt? <33 c?os cot c? 

?^TOR 3f5f<J TOT 3? OTC^ 41? N ' 3tC3 btftR? OTT ^ryf??! OTT^ I 

^ttP TOre s? 3f? to ^ ot ftrrnH ?T?n otr? fro tot qtrs c=rft 
^ift^OT to: toot? trnrrsR ¥3 Sart h a ^t ctot wi tor to* 
fro ?[ft frosts (Ti toctor *?t? brt facR cm c$i\ 

513 TO* I TOH ?TR 5R <]? TOR 5Tb$? TOOT* COT Agricultural 
Department c v fT 3 f r C? TOTS TOP TO 3 OTTO1 TO 513 3t? TOR 
TOTTTOrcR? 3 TOOT? btftR? CTOt TORN TO* I 4* TOPf f*OT 
(Government ?sf? f*R TOOT? COT ?fa TOT*TT? 5?^ TOOT? &jfe 
5""C'3 TO?, TO ( } ) B*J ! 3 TOR? <fN TOTOfT, ( 5. ) TO?. (o) CTO 3 ®R ftTOR? 
?mi, (8) OTtrore? 'O RTOTOft? bTOOT? totti, (a) ?ft TOfrr? to??R 

?TOttr, (vb) C'tTbT? t t 3ft 3 TO-?TOfa ?mi, (*\) TOftfo ''ft?, (b) ?ft 
Bank TOR, (^) «t«fT f?3OT? ?T?TO (bO) btRT? 3 bt^TR? S^ffe? ?!RT 
ilTOl 3R TO*? tfOT 41?; TO&TftR? TOTOP) TO*? TORttR, (to) SV'tJ 
*FTRT? fTOjlJFT f%? to I 

TOOT? COT CTOTOR 3ft 3 CTOhpTOJ ?T?T3 TO* I TOOT? yfaTO? 
®RT TO^^f% TO*R ?fTOR TO TOTt? ! C? TOTH Government fVj# TOR 

^ I c? ^fcwPi tor to ertrra, otr ?iflir tftrm 
^T$R, btft TO5^ I^R To Wtfl ?ftf% TO^t, 4P ^f?? ft?1 bT^R? ^ft?t? 
TO vij?* TOR? *TR5 8^ 5? C 7 ^ ft??? «T¥T C?C^ OT& ^?* ?^R 

TO ^RRl? I ?? ft 5 ^ ft?l ?ffftR 7TO Government^? C?R ?t^l 

TO3?1 ?T? Rf^ I ?^?? C RfttTOT C?R C?R IffR ^ft ftot'f 57TJ , ^? r C??, 

R* C?? TOR? ?V R3?3 Crtm I fro, <4^ ?TTOR bfttR? ^ftcr 

fro^f ?RR 8^ 9 t^f ?F?C? ^TOn f?C?bR1 R1 4*1? fV3? 6 t ^f?! S C?Cb i ?fft f?5fC^t? 
?^ t :?38 t ftr» ' ? l i fc b^ ?1 FW? Farm 4 ?7R OT fOTR ij^ fOT 3T? 

tPT? OT. ftn 3T?1 RtTOTR bt^TR? 5^ft? Rtff sfC? RCR f? ? <7T 

?TTO RtP I 4lC®P & R3?t? C?R RM" Rtt I Government RtPl 

RtPl C?^5R. ftor TOF TORftPi C?COTR CTOT TO3 fOT? Farm 43 re^arch 
TOTt? TO I* TO C? 3T5OT? 41* OTR^ ?t*«Tt? bT^TR? ?fiH <M Rtft^T? 
CTOO 3f?l ?HRT? *rfte) ^T^f? TOR? TO — TOT TOOT? COT TO* RCJT* 
r? I TOrcn Japan OR 5*C3 TOT fVfa?1 TOfV, fVl 3T? TOT 413 
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orft a j rt^ c f ^ fro *itw ri i wfatero cTO? Rtwi 
to tot cTO uizw to $TOTO Rtew sftc^t i wWcto wttw «rf' 5 tt^rRr w^fr 
rr £43» i ftw TOi wtftrro tor Rt$ i wfat% wro tor *t?ft ml fkwm 
wfa* to cTO* ^fro ctot 4 ftro stftTOF $TO1 fro tot TOt% $TO 

CRTO C?'3TO CS?1 Government TOR ft I RftR$ $*FTR TO33 ^vstC4 
TOOT wfti* S^91 # TOT* ^fftTO 6 ! TO TOW I <7T$SRT TOt<H StffOT 
3>ftU3 TO (TOTO TOW! TO ftr*fa ^fCTOR I TOTO < 7 TOT TOT 1 TOW 

•W *lftRTO! 'TOW I 5?^t-$t3'51 (TTft ^fftRSR! (7* fet<TO Aok«! RftTRft TO! 
1) TO! wtTO *£p TO 6 tl Government S 3 4 ftro ftOT S^TO OTF 5 < 1 tfw 
•H I C 3 ! *7* •T'fftsft GTCW TO? GtCW (TT^ft^T 3 TOP?! CRtTOJ ?C*1 I <?TW 
t fftR?Rl *lf*W TOP Wfe TOJ ^frfl TO grTOR 7r gH <7RtW TOM!?* TOT 

*ff%R ?T W TOJ^ifTOS ^fft^fo 7 iR I ^ 2>f^pl <fR wft* SR7 ij^ C*TC> RRTI 
ftW? tJWRR I 'T^Tl s Tt*'=TtW TO 3 tPfTT^RT 51$ WtR3 

TOR TOT TO* I 

TOTO *TTO TO — vtm S^T'J OTT from TO rft TOTC 5 * 

TO fro (7* TOT oH ■fllWH TOW! TO 1 I v f?f *TW 'TOR TO'TO *rft TOf WtW 
ft^ *rf*R TOT tfftf TO Wt^l TOR TOtl CTO fTO ^ TOTO TO? TOT 5 * 
CRR TOW! (7T$“ I TOR TOTO Government ft*> ft^> RR TO 1 ? 
CTO* Spf TO RWOT '3 WTTOTOTO ItmtUSl WWftTO TO I (W 
TOTO STO ^TO TOPTtcfa <775 3 TOTOt't C?tOT 

TOTOto *rfR 6 t €tw? TO* ftrSH TOnr i TOTO TOtfTORS 

ftwf TO I OTTO ST’fTOT WTOTO 3 TOTOtiROT TOT ft*TTt5OT 

^ TO 3 TOR TOTO^R TO* <18 TOl 5*TSPT 

' 4 TOC 3 M 1 ftjR 6 * WTO TO? TO ; ilTO ft TOR tfCTORft TOTO- 
TO2* 5 * WTO fTO TO r i3^ »R5T TOP*#* ftrw Governments ^ 
TO C^S^n ^ft5 s; J3^3% tfftro ^371 trn*TsR I TO*R FtftTO 

c 5 * TOR^ft TO CTOTW W^CTO TO? CTO wtw, ut^tro WCRW 
^ tzw I wewr wrft trroynn* TOto w<<n crorfw i 4 * TOro to 
W3ii ^ftftro 5 trti crtn*w wfTOrs orew -3^** wrsto trfft R-wt^ft toto 
1 % CTOW I fft?. $ TO? ft TO TO TOTS TOTO WWft'TO srftTO^t 6 * 

Itft TOTO TOT TO! MtiW CTO R! W ^Ttftl C5tW ^ft GTtCW I R- 

Wt^ft WtTO3 TO? CSTOW — m 41$} TOW ?fTO ftftw I GT-ftftCTO W^l 
TO — TO TOR! fTO WTW— ' TOCTO TO^R TOW-RfTO TOfTO* ftjWCTO wft- 
'TtfTO (7* WR3TO TOTO TO! CTfCW ^ CRRWl tJRHT WtTOU5 WftR 
CWTOTR! 41s #T? RtTW W t TO l ^S ^TftR -TOW I 

^5 ’to s T"W < t Wtl* m Wt?R — ftft TOR ftft* oRR I 
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cm?* l cmtFRtR c*Rr TFm i ci R3 cmFRrR «rfa % 

cW^f wfwtOT tow under 4 RT (TtR ferOR I 4®faC* 
iHFl TRR ^TT ^fo^Tt^iR tf'tR ^RTl *RRR I ZRR Ft^MlZ4 

*ri$i ?to? ^trR faj> f%f rtc cTfiRc^ fri wr »icw ’m* 

RfRtR pnvate credit CStCTO I $TR M ZRTm ?4*tR C*R | 

trfzROT wn 41 - zrrtf^FR- ^ttftStz rtra RRR't trfz RR 
Bank TfR *RTR t ''fZ< n«S <7T fr* f*TCR C^ldR ^?pR OFftFtp 
•n i ZRR 2| jt& *?t ^psrtDR ^faRt 'srt T?n cslrro? i 1,B ftf^ 

Wtf%, Rite?* CBrRr C*t1 Licence *R l\ ItZ* «fRRfCZ 

1&CZ RR *C1 *Tt^ I WS 41- RZtOT RRR 4*1 «TC* srfcz 7C* Sfifl 
^ztn* — zt* tffz*R fa r RRrrr *RTPn c^R w?t f j c*t« sr 
S7R ! 

ZRR RR 4^1 Rf*R R VRl T3r^HfR7>R 3 *RC*R tpf5 
$RR crftZ RR, ryjf ?PRR *rfaTz Rr'R ^vfl cipfCZ C'fCI CRTCZ sr 
u* rr stffaw* rr S^jfr* rrt to mt *i cRi’t rr «Ri u <®rr$T* 
Rt$, R* 4 R2R vfRR CRR Ft^tTR S*R *7RS *ffam«l frtntZR & fa*Tfa* 
*R1 crtro I RT<R *fafz* fa SRR ZtTi ^ (tfRR Rf? 5J^CZ 
R3*i 7R I r^Rf mu Government rR RR RMR ^ Rfafa 

TtR C*1C1 Loan Bunk <R TZ «W faTOR 41' 4$ <W ^RtOR 

8R7 S<4tZR RRf£ri RRR ^RRR m^R il* R RfafZR SR| ^rfFt^fa 

^RPTR C*tC&1 I 4* Ru Rvf| ',t5< <yr RCR ^TJ I nRR tfRl 

RtR FtfRl RRR, i3 SRI RrrCR RRt I Govornraent 41 

Sftz FtflZR ^n:^T rrR >rftfz TtR RtR r r: iit Rrnr^ 

5RI? ^T7 ?HR RfRwu m^Rft RRtTR SRRf RSm, 

ZR*R ''to 4 ’! RC'lR farnii]^ i ilTSl Agricultural Farm 

— <7RtR mu RRRR R^FtfRl Rl Rl ^R ^Rf 

Go vom merit CT report CR I ZR ^7 ^Ft^Rl <TR Rl, RT (5 

ts R Rm Rr ztrz ‘t^fR fRRr R Sjfz ttr ? r*tr#Ri f% otr 
S ^SRFCR Svjfef wzi ftTO rRT^r, ^1 $ RR farniH fFt^Tt- 

RTR WWW TZ RTRRR^ RRTR srt ? fiRR m<R"f Ft^R iftn zRtm 
R7t^ 3 RRtFm sjptjtt rn | ij^ RR RRr r?fRl?R FR 3 FtCTO 

S^fz ! n, RrR ?€Nl ORf, C 3 ^ RI I 4$ ZtR RltDR 

^<FT?: e to* ^ 1$ *ifrz VI farm 4 '.RRfifR RTr 

OTR Ft^R 3 S^jfz RTfRl i]R‘ TR ?R| & H *1*1] 

CRF RPTR Cl fr=T, Cl fR Zf XF1 ^CR*tl Cil *C1 ? $7R R vft ’rftfet 

*Ri i tsrzr* i**iti4* 4*$ tot *FtR ftcR zR fRi 
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*mtft 4i; w** ott otmBt Ttfas oti fti fw 
c*n 4**t ’tftfc i 4 ^rbj cbri 3 ^ 

<p*reur ? oti 4a«t ’rftfe *fr? tot c*tot cstrro i 

w3T*ifr«f5ro ^rtm *ft *ri? ymro* cmn mr*? w ffr n f t re sr 

COT? *fal Ffa ^n r.$|C&fc>, 4$ TOT 5, GOO C*fi£ TtTOt StTOf flw 

*K5<U»H> falOTR I 4* OFfa W1 I W? >lt»OT 

OT s fTO (Tf"3 ?n , ^t5T Tf^T? , ®(t? ^MfC^rn y*ffa 

4$ n ^mn m c*m ’rfafet to*i 4 * ?uw ^ ^ r? 

9 ffinwRi <?m ?rtr *n i c j T' 5 ttr^ *B?t fatroR yf^fBi ©*n 
f^rotuBi ww, yt*°it^i -tptBj 6 ! mTIc** yfa«i 3 ij^ff%? toj <tcto *n 
c^Brcro crfr^TS ^RBr to nr *n i ^ wot ort t tf<RTTO*ta 

Demonstration '5fi5 c fw c iv3 faCTO mr<T report 4 3 

4TOl C*NC3 I *T1 faf Demonstration 7TF ^ ^Ptfirtt ‘3 

Farm 4 | 4U3 fTC*N $‘ p BFBl m ^1 CTO ^), 4$ tr Demonstration 

$f%US (R"ft (Rfa ?Bl *n I ySflt’ 5 *rTO Demonstration $jf% ?t^BJ 

S^nt^Tt ’TtTRr c^rft $*w? crte i snrroBi 

4T 4^# *rfrfe ^R (7ft? ^ ^rfofej ScVItt^t tfTST 3 ? Union 4 

btflm *ltOT demonstration 43 W1 CW# OT I 4$ demonstration 

43 fe33 ftr .8 m* (yfcw IS 331T3 *tT3C3 i 

$BT*Bt C’lfaW'Bl 3T3T! | Stud Bulls v5t<T3 *f5<C* c S CTOBf 

CTOBT fiWTO 3CS, fTO $3 'SBt tf31 G I OTt ct^T ^ 5773 

?RR OT 5TJ ^n I RWtf% C^TR 4 W stud bull OT 

C^t*T, *tl C«fr3 C*Tni, C»=lfC i Union Board 4^t President^ 

4^ ^ stud bulls Qfs’O' f^PW 5Tt^tR I ^1 4* 

stud bull fRl 5t^tOT ^BR (^R ^5 ^ I 

5Tt*oTto?ci (R oN fc t c , tt^ r c*f^ ? rtw <?r^ r^rj ^t*5ftcvrc*l4 

Wfr W W ^{% W | *K5Tt? TtR 5tOT ®RT 

^BR ^T5t^ (TtC^ I stud bull ij ^Tofa W (RtC^f (7T^ 

fV ?tr vftTFre ? firBr s Sf^n 

^ Ctt-^fW ^RtTR <RC*J ^Bmpr (TtTO, f^l ^RtC v ^ OTl 

4 PT^ 'TOTtt 4 ^’ ^ 5 tR ^Bn ytu I tfft OT C’tl-ftf^RW 

4?F5R WftnSpT 4^T* 3 oWlolf^ ^FRS ^SRRT TR ^Tf?T *tl I 

Wt 4 Pf 5 tfrj| T*{ TO 1 OT 0 *Bl CTtTff ^ I 

is^Bt 4* OT wr a ^Bp-^ crofts ot ^tciy ftf^’TBi *«r5tR i 
Wft*fW tfUOT ^Bft? (Rl-fSf^’TBl TRn ^ C^tOT ?ffwftr (ROT IHfWI 
^R^Br«f VP1 To cm 9 t*OT I m 4^Sl ^«n, 3 mi 
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Statistics C?v 5 tC? TOR, Paddy land and other 

Agricultural products $ Paddy rice Wl c? 5tC? Statistics TOR 

?9tf? Wtft I 4$ ’TC Statistics gf% ’TtTOcfa: CST foTOW report 4? 
$*f? ‘fef% cTOre tsft nr i & tot csMrotro? to TOWfr fam i 
m TO?? furore ?i $i ???t? ot 4?; <7^5 to? nr i 4 * tot 

gtatistics TO? ’rfire'TO? fcsft nr TOf? C5?l TO Sf^5 1 4* 

?? Statistics *TTOF Government 4? Land Revonue Committee fwi 

(7FtC?GR I Royal Commission on Agricultures 4$ Statistics 
OtlCric^ “Not infrequently domon trably absurd guesses” *ft$t? 

?t??i toto? \ 5?rre statistics to ff*r mr tothr » 

?t?Rl Wt? 3 Statistics TOTt? TO fTOr ?? <7R f? I 

Rf?TO £?5STfW ?TS f^/TOTO TO? ?1PT1 TOf? TO? 3 TOf?- 

TOTT? Statistic* TO TOFt? I 

m 3 ^rw toi ctfuK&z i mfir <wt? cWt fro retrori *n i Ttrerir 

Budget 4 c? <fc f?TOR? ?T? TOW fVj (RU^G?, f?H5 TOW? 

f%ft *tf??t* 7 ? *Tt? i TOwt ?tc»d? iw? rre^fa? to? to? ?ft totow 
TO t? ,>a Ht?f? c?, frf? gr 4^ iW? ?rren? tor i v5t $w ?t*«it? totofw 
?TO3 to? c?, 'TO? to '^'wP i3TO?i firsts c?cto? ?re wt?i to? 
tow $WT? ?tfr3 nr i 4* toTOTO 6 ?? ^ffer *W *tf?wt? cTO? TOf? 
TO 1PR CTOT5 n? ?i i 

’p/enre TOf? tort ot 1 ?i *-4?n^ ?w cTOro c? to* faf retires 
I U. P. 03 C?TO TOTO? (TO? T3 tfpffw CTO? ?7?T1 C?*, C?TO? 
wsr-w^t, ^ $TOf*? TO cto? ?W nr. c?TO?3 TOrtTOc-t? to ?Tw 
f%3TOt? TO tft? 600 frw ?tTO? Store Yff*f3 CTOTO 4?: 3 (TO? 

* 0,000 ifTc? f?3?? to enro i totito:?? ^:?t ^rre^ft? ?w totr? 

To ?faf3 Tf*R (7TOTO? W 4? TO N>HO TOT ifa] f~5? W 

6tc v ? TOrrfe ??t*^ i 5t6i ^f?? fwnr i ^l? 3 tc?^? i 

U. P. Government T? S^ffj? “TO nj TT?T1 CAPTOR 

"Wtf? ?t?5Tt? ?#rw?U?f cTOi^f ?T?n ctfcb TORt? ?f? I TO't? 

Government c? Rice and Paddy Enquiry Committee 4 ?? Land 
Revenue Commission fw? (?H#R S^ 4 Commission ff? 3 TOTOT? 
^rft?TO C? TOT S^TO f^t? 6 ! ^^ttfirl <?^t C?CgH <7$ 

^trtr •rfir*r® V??t? to ?rf?ro ■wriR tf^ to %i? tfcro?! 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, I rise to support the 
motion moved by my honourable friend Mr. Sasanka Sekbar Sanyal. 
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Sir, I hope that the whole House will agree with me when I say 
that the agricultural policy of the existing Cabinet in our province hats 
been tried for full four years and from the very beginning of its tenure 
of office it has been characterised by a total lack of vision and courage 
without a comprehensive plan of agricultural uplift. There is hardly 
any hope of permanent benefits accruing to the peasantry, for agricul- 
ture, of all occupations, is affected by uncertainties of nature which 
can only be successfully combated by the entire energy of the State. 

it passes my comprehension to understand how a Government which 
culls itself democratic and propeasants, could be satisfied 

with half-hearted measures for a department of public life, which in 
the condition of India, and of our province, may be described without 
much exaggeration, as the pivot of the entire public life. As agricul- 
tural prosperity means prosperity for all classes of the community, 
peasants, traders, manufacturers and the Government of our province, 
it should once for all be accepted as the first principle of public finance, 
in Bengal, that the entire budget year after year should l>e framed 
with a view to the maximum practicable development of economic 
resources of the province which, as 1 have already noted, must neces- 
sarilv be connected directly or indirectly with the question of agricul- 
tural uplift. Quesnay’s famous dictum “Rave Pavsano pauvre 
royoumme” (Poverty of the peasants means the poverty of the 
exchequer) should he grasped in all its implications bv every gentleman 
“who may be in charge of the agricultural portfolio, specially by the 
thief Minister and flic Finance Minister who are largely responsible tor 
tic* general policy of the Cabinet. 

A petusal of the budget giant now before the House is sufficient to 
convince all non-party public-spirited people that the Bengal Cabinet 
has gone to sleep over the magic gourd \ard of our Hon’ble Chief 
Minister Mr. Fnzlul lluq. I do not know what family relations there 
are between gourds and goats, tor, a sum of Rs. 20,000 to be spent upon 
goats’ buildings involving another sum of Rs. 0,780 is expected by the 
Hon’ble Minister to show the path of salvation to the distiessed 
peasants. 

A vegeterian may well he afraid that the combined Haying demonstra- 
tion and grading party in Bengal furnished with a sum of Rs. 0.872 
will purchase all the goats on the fields at Rs 0,789 and Hay them 
alive for hungry stomachs. 

< 

It is suggested that the country will prosper, if about Rs. 15,561 can 
be spent on establishment of 91 union board farms, r.e., Rs. 171 for 
each farm, as all mathematicians know^ one ounce of oil given to the 
sea, means an addition of whatever effect, on the diminution of the 
sea's turbulance. 
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If we exclude from the agricultural budget about Ks. 27,35,700 
provided for the regulation ot jute crop, upon which much has already 
been said from this side of the House, we find that the major portion 
of tlijs grant will be spent in maintaining large establishment. Only 
a lean balance remains to bolster up a few farms and demonstration 
centres here and there. Such half-hearted measures on tin* part of a 
public institution are the worst crimes that can be inflicted on society, 
specially in a country where the people living backward naturally expect 
much from Government initiative 

The attempts of the Government to lie helpful to the Projas of 
Bengal, however well intentioned, will fail and may even prove disas- 
trous. unless it succeeds in improving the productive power of the tillers 
of the soil. Debt settlement hoards without wealth-producing hoards 
in the rural areas are palliatives which may he compared to an attempt 
to flatten a tin disc bv rough hammer strokes. 

Development of agriculture is impossible on u purely voluntary basis, 
as is proved by experience in all count! ies. Direct participation by the 
State m farming is necessary even tor the growth of collective co- 
opoiative societies and tor their chances of success. 

This participation is possible even without a social revolution and 
is indispensable to combat the evils of subdivision and fragmentation 
of holdings. It may be summarised as a determined attempt on the 
pin t of the Government of Bengal to float joint stock fanning and 
agn-industi ial companies in all union Inmrd areas of Bengal. In other 
words, union hoard areas are to be turned into economic development 
units with the formation of union economic boards The functions of 
these hoards would be to introduce, supervise and develop collective or 
joint-stork farming and joint-stock industries, specially in the direction 
of foodstuff cultivation and manufacture. There should be hu I nfix i - 
Monai and district societies mainly financial and industiial and lot 
collective purchase of agricultural requirements and similar sale of 
agricultural commodities. These societies may lie floated as joint- 
stock companies, part of the capital being subscribed by the Provincial 
Government. Industrial researches, carried on the basis of a district. 
ma\ be utilised for the development of district industries which can 
draw largely upon district raw materials. For example, maize-growing. 
paste-Wrd industries and milk industries are inter-allied and may 
develop in those districts which have large areas of highland. Joint- 
stock fishery may he developed on large scale in Dower Bengal, specially 
in areas whore there is no effective substitute for jute. Excavation bv 
tractors and scrapers may be an economic proposition and the raised 
embarkmenta may be widened t for purposes of poultry', ducks, goats, 
sheep and cattle, while portion of the earth may be utilised for co- 
operative brick-fields. 
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Ah an immediate programme, let there be 27 co-operative economic 
units in the twenty-seven districts of Bengal. The village by the side 
of the district agricultural farm may be selected for economic experi- 
ment. The capital in kind for these societies is to be supplied by the 
village members of the society mainly by changing rights to land into 
ownership of shares of the society and in cash to be supplied by the 
Government. Experience of the co-operative farming at Jehangirpur 
in the district of Nadia shows that a total cash capital investment of 
Rs. 25, fK)0 may carry the society to success, and the capitalist and 
adventurer Government may reasonably expect a good rate of return 
year after year. Mechanisation of farming with tractor, plough, 
harrow, pumps, etc., and a village small scale factory for rice-hulling 
and milling and maize and wheat-crushing, etc., will consume alnnit 
Rs. 15,000, and Rs. 10,1)00 will remain as liquid capital and may be 
returned after harvesting is over and the crops are sold. 

Mere expenditure on agricultural and dairy researches and the publi- 
cation of pamphlets which cannot be understood In illiterate peasants 
will not secure the purposes for which a sympathetic Government ought 
to maintain the Agricultural Department. This department to be of 
any significance must henceforth be divided into two equally important 
sections, one for scientific research and the other for direct organisation 
of collective, co-operative or joint-stock farming. Once for all, we must 
discard the notion that co-oj>eration without economic planning and 
direct participation of the State in farming has got any future in the 
peculiarly baffling environment of an ignorance-ridden a ml poverty- 
stricken peasantry. 

Problems of consolidation of holdings may be solved on the lines of 
the Jehangirpur Co-operative Farm in the district of Nadia If addi- 
tional difficulties present themselves in other districts, the Government, 
b\ a direct participation in framing alone can gel the true clue to a 
sound reform of land tenures. If at that stage, certain obstacle* in the 
way of joint-stock village farms are found to be insurmountable, and 
if the removal of these becomes a direct condition of the village 
community's welfare, the State, by the exercise of its right of pre- 
eminent domain, can come to the rescue of society. 

The total capital outlay on these village experiments for the pro- 
vince would Ik* about Rs. (>,75,000 only. This sum should be provided 
for in the agricultural budget which has got prospects of earning income 
for the poor peasants, t for distressed middle class and, finally, tor the 
Government exchequer itself, aud like the Government of the Punjab, 
which, according to the information given by Mr. Darling, is getting an 
annual net profit of over 2 crores a year, a return on capital at 27 per 
cent, by participation in agriculture. The Government of Bengal in 
no time may expect a similarly lucrative rate of return — specially as 
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the Bengal market is one of the largest in India for tinned milk, tfhvr, 
butter, mustard oil and other food products and necessities of daily 
li‘fe. 

Organised production in rural surroundings, in harmony with con- 
sumption in towns and cities of Bengal, has tremendous potentialities, 
and a Government which wants to rise above mere platitude's of rural 
development and Proja welfare, must immediately as well as ultimateh 
find to its satisfaction that it has gained everything and lost nothing 
by courageously laying down the foundations of Indian economics. 

Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL : Mt. Speaker, Sir. «H1¥ 

(rtte TTforta rtwh t r tpsfa toT cr ^tor r^rt faro 

fTORs t C R RtTOs 5T? i 'zV? TOR^nft oNTr rij^i itri Rfiprs^tR 

TOiTO ti ctTto i ri , Rffroft toto 4r: tf RfR R#t TOTRR TOcTOn cTOcri 

^ 4V TOrfft Tfa-fTO^fR 3 TOcron CRTOm tot T'srsfa fro 

^v.^ t e r i ottrz et^, tor :>*80 rImr r'^Tr cr^^tor ^rt$R tfR’trcRR 
c\ 'jfa >r^PfTt^r $tr 5'^trf?^ ^r* cr toth ri cr fRRR^Gr Rfire$^TR 
Rf ^trfr 6 t tIrcs *TO Rt$ to rt®tri ri c^-rc^tr! jit, -or, r R 
9fr9fo vfr^ ^ <jr* itfrfa] TFTORtrotR yfcfaU ^rf^nn Rift TOR < T v tE tfTO 
1 SFR 7 TtRTRC 6 fR *ff3fRfa RR 3t7tTTOQ ’tCTS Rt^, <4RR T£T fRRR 
JR f C^ fE R l CTtRCRl I Rt*5T1 5tRtR TOtR R^RT fafTOi CRTOfe I 

>1*80 RCRR sr£ CR^OTOJ ’®Tt$R tpr&RR STOTT RYCI ^fCR^fr #t- 
Ttt^R CR, ’ttfc-Et’ltCRR TfCR^R ®R7 4$“ RTRY1 TRI 5$C'\OT ! •fl’TOt ^TtTOfR 
fttRR s qfra t g T fRRR 4 * CR ^t*CRR TOT Efftm W' tT^S RfVs 
VT] ^ RHp 7^£R I ^TffR & ‘tfotRoTCR frsi TfRtfi 

CRfrotfe I ’ttfr-ET'ftTOR Rffri RfR#stCR I ItTtTTO 'RfotR 
^ *ttfc-EtR 7[**fr4 ^fRRI-'RTfRRtR IrRR TOT v ttTO 4$ ^t^CTO 

^TTtfl31 ’ttfc-ET^ftRR TOTr *3RTR fTTl ?ff5T«T rTO TfTl %fR 3 tf^TT 
TfrotR TOtR CTOPt RTCRW 3 yfRRl ’*TO Rt*RtR TOTOR TOR N«l 
CR CTO^t Rt^ fRJTOTO T5T1 R^T3 ’TO I 

*TOr fTOTSR R5T7 fR^TR 6 ! 3 SSTOfTO ’tfifTORl IfTR TfRRtR * 
*ttfe-stR fro? 6 ! Tt^R tpr TO r tot Stotcrr ’ffror^ rtotr^ 

CT'O g ^ C R I fRTOtU t35 rfifR5 i ’fTO R1 TfRRl Tt^R ftRl 

*?t?tR31 TR1 ytR I 

*tC^f R iJT vJ'^lRt'TO TfifT RRT 8^^ ’ttfTO *H , 

fVr, ^TfR 8’^JSr RyTT ’TtSRtR ^RT l\'A<A y 7 t *\^ fRoR TfiO TrTO ’tt^- 
TPPTtft 3 RR3TOt^TO S’lR I . ftflTC RTTtTR TTOR ’tT^RtTOt’ft 
<ij3R 7ft 4Rt RtTl >*80 TOT CRT^ TR1 R^RTO v5t71 tJTOT ’fit 
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fog- to cTO to STOfeft to i 4 ctcsi c? 

«rft ’ttfr-stOT *fira£s rtw store to to Stototctr ?mt? 
tor i <#-Mftrr crRftcfcrs arm zn w ft } ^ 

crfare TO TOT Tftre TOT? ?f? Tf%f%55 *RF 3 ^OTR *\TM 

^[HlRR ITT (i)?‘ ^“ti^ $ !R<T ) Al$] *l?=lt(.Mfl W^TT T?TCT CTRT’t 

?ft<n tprtPRf ftTO fra t?i w sift i TO^tOT ^ ^fhit;-r 

wfa TOT CTCff TTOfft 4T* ^Tt?R TORT STtcSRT TOT &tfsj 

TfaTO wm «ttfrre stc? i 4*TO ’ttfc-Ftffa wt? Suffer *ffa- 
^T*5Rf^? TOlfSs 5i^C^ I Vj/vttW-il ?t\«TtiJ T?CT? Tf?TtT^T7? RRRj ’fTfSiT 
T op t (, l^ fTs? Tfil Csi THI ?Rt?T 1 \5tTO (71 *[? V ttl>-TO TfilTO ?b£] 

vftCT Tfs^t, TO^B T1 Tfl ’TOT ^Shf ^otC4 cTOf? srftC33 TO-TO Tf?C5 

to* i whto TOtron ftPr® tR *rfto to TOcs w TO TO-fn 
Tfirre *n TO* si* strt* tTOto ^Ri ^tfror ?i i 4 ** fr tot tot 
^ mcr TtTT TOfiot fTOs *tf*TO i^tofi t* TOpth TOre TO-TO 
Tfirc$ rtt* I ftvflpl 4 T| TOT ^3 fa^STO* **n ^TTOR I TO TT* W^T 
T?ET* T, <T, '4 fo? cTOt* TOTOT3R ?* ^ wfro ^80 TO7T TO]?* TO 
5^5 4 ?; $ TO $71 TOl?* TO *f%*l (3T$ 5$yfC^ I 4TO T 2 R TOR *PJTO* 

TOt tr frs* cTOn W7 to fer TOreTO to Tfro Ttc* 4 *; totj: 

fe? cTOt* fs? T«f ft tfC5TT cTOt* 4T ^ ^fTO Tf^3 t&Ol I 

^ CTOt^ TTTOR srft^f^T T ^T "TO TO r ^1 #nn ^TTOl 

rft rttvj 4TTO ®rf3RT TOt TOfR Tf<T ^Tft^T ztTZ ^T ^Tf^T, (7^ 

^fTrpg ^7n ^ttrr oqt* *r wft ^rTO fr^i ^tr> *n T3ffi ^pr bltH3 

STOt^ 5u ^1 TO &{ z «mr ^n i ^n* S^ tof fe? gtTO ^prf%3 
feTO wfro; i3T to *tt£-5N Tfro ’ttfro ^ 1 1 tot tj TO Totr^ t 
T f^5 ^l^?T TSJ7T TT5 $ foTOl s *ft(. v fl T^H C'tt *T1 , 

jjR TO tot ?S TO TOtj ?TOtot wft mot 

r^TTl v tf^ 5 T I (7! TO frs* TOP, tTOs: ' p flJ-5tOT (7T MTOT ^TOtf^T 

Ut^l ^C^3 TT^ I TW ffTfttTOR f%f^5 T~?t3 ipTT ^fTO 

T?n «T'3^f?i #nn tftrfer Tf^r 6 t ^-mot STOt^ft ^ ^ ®#c^ 
vff^-MOT ^<n 5TOT3 TW ©TtCv5 ^-FR Tf%r5 ^ttfTO *TT I ’ftfe- 

5N TOi tw^'Ttt tRot Tfitps ^71 1 tv^ Tf:?n 

OT*I ^ f^T T^T J3^R CTR TTOR CTO R TO *TiTl <7T ?t‘OT 
^vn 'otTO5 TOs Rn Ttfro ’TO I Tt5 'tR ^TRT il^R 7 R TO 
vftTOr t^tn fRft top gNH t OT ^roi N3 totot ’ffrort^ to, t|TTOn?hr 
TO? ot to, (7rt^"R ftfr^ to — 4^R fr t^r, ?r? i«7tf? 
t? tRri ?tcT i ^TOnrts ’ft^-Ft? frwrc^ to Tfi4 « ttRtt 

^TO? ?1TO 1 
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*T7*t7 7ft m TO ^fen <tt <7vf TO$ ^ ^ to to TO7 

fel 71 I ft* TOfa <gf tCTOl <7fe? 77T TO7T7 ft'jsiu TOl TO 7f7 7) I 
TO-5t7 few 6 ! 71 7*7 TOtI 6 ! TO S^TOtT? TO v ffd?7 75TT TOTO :jfa 
TO7 7f%71 TO 57 I MaOtr 7tC7 *t$TO oW TO 77 g^ TO3 
TO$r 7 jtt Tftra 7t$ i 757' t7«i> ftp* TO $*rg TfTft toiot ^^trfro 

7fa?lfC57 C7, TO fewest? TO TO 7TTOT TO fesR 7T7Tt7 §*jf$ vfifTS 5$T7 
47* *fTO7 f7*[F37 77T 77T5I 47* 7 1 / uJ 37T7 7tC7T7 47^ 7t*t 4Tfen 

fro TOt7 I 43Tr€t^ Wl 4 } 7TO5 TO Tfefl 7T%5 TO7 3trt7 7T7Y1 
7*f%C3 TOC7 — TO$ TOfa 777 7t%7 t C7TOTO $ATO7 f7m77 ttTl TOfr* 
777 Tfe; 5T^ *m 71 I 7t7t7 TTTTft ^'ctTO* 3Tf%7 $*T7 TOfcl 
777 fefTtH feo7 TO 71 I fe§7 TO TO fa* 4C7tfTOTO7 Tfaar* S*t7 I 
4C7tPOT7 TO TTTTOFHTOF C77i*t fa?H OT TOT71 TO-St^C* ^<1 ^TT 
fen TO I <7771 T^STfTOM 7f7TO7 7(77* 537t7 TO TOtTl *5fo< C7TO* 
7*tV^ £f""f7 TOTO* fafTta f*71 71 TOt5 TO57 TO7CTO 71 I TO$7 wft 
C7TO T37t7 TO CTO 7<;77 7TJ TO 5$T7 71 TOt7 TO TTTTtft 3 TO37t7W 
to/$ Tfri Tfep faton tItts ’trfro 47 : ^troi ^tto7 77 tow 

fro TO«t TTTTtfaW 7t:7T7 TO-5Pft7 faTTtfl TOTt7 TO 77T7 r WtJ TO^, 
TOTOft CTCTO 7C7T TO f73R TOtT 3 7t77 TOC7 47: TO C7*Tt far Iffan 
Ttfarc *ft%7 ti ^tsi TTTTtfaH fa-NoW TO7 i 

TO> f77» c t <TOt77 7W v ft^-5t 1 ?t7 7C7 faTi^t < 5tot7 7 Iff (.74 5t7tT^ 

Zt51 7ft7 37 fTO ^5t7tC77 ’®Hfc 77^^7 r 'f t f T3^7 < 7tC^7 ®tf7 71 I ftj- 

fer TO/ W.*TO 77 6 t 7t7T7, 7feft7, TferfT 3 TOl fTO7 fr j 7-7777t7 
TOF 7^TO7 7f 7Tfe7 Tfej TOt7 ^ ^tTt’f-^TOTOTl r^TtC^ I 

3TTO7 -TT7R1 .^0 ^ W 7fT7 3^t7 77*7 '>. fel. *^7 47^ yftTt’l 
®feT5 TO-'SN T^fTTS ?r$T7, ''t^ t f"C7C t tR 4^ ^7t^7 ^f7^C77 7^7 3151(^7 7C7 
^ft77 TtOTf T^S TtTO 47’ "TOTO 57F 7tC57 4^ TfTTl 5) 

7'f7CAC6> I 

7t:7T7 7T7W7 4^ tfaz TOTO tffe gTO 7#t 7t7^7 7tC57 

47: 7ft TtTTh -jfwfer 7tCTC77 W$ TO^7 47: Amf^TO 

TfTTfi ^f7C7t7 TfTOff \5tTOl C77 tfTO ^TTOfeS 7TfTO7 TO7C7" TOTO 
f7T!7 ^Tt^T tf7#C77 ftTl 7*7W7 7ftT3 71 7^771 TOfa f7*T57 ^77 

fT^t77 7R^: vStTO? TO«tC57 7T7T1 TOR 1 TO^7 {7J57 ^TT 1 t#S177 

®7tfTO ^371 Ttflt 7#T737 4^ Tfe TO^ C7, TOt7 3 %T7 

TO»f ^itTOR tTOt TTOtftfm ti Tfro TO i fei TOTO fenr7 
TO 7rf77t7 C7TO (71 TO ^TTTO ^7 Ttfe TOT 7t^ I TO Tfw TOt7 3 fet7 
4> TOTOt fer 5tf7Q7 TO TO TO 7t:71 ^57"C7C«fr7 4* 

C*FtTO fffro ? 
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TOpO TOrt 4 ! TOre Ft? C? Jute 

Regulation department^? TO6? TO * C?Tl6t Ttfl ??l-ft?C? ^ CTOtTSf? 

TO® *rt 5f «n r<3?t? TOct?'WTO TO-Ftftar? ftr& TOro? 
clTvtc 1 ? i TO t? toi tott <rt ?jMt TOr Tpmy rtc® TO? ?i i , g® 
?<sT? TO 3 T* 6 m TO TO 6 ? TO C?Tl%t gt? ft??'T rtTO^, 4 ?TO? 
0 tft? ®3TO ?fl>C? I TOtTO TOTM7 '3 TOfeRfM T’ftffi TSTfTOt? 

gc? TOrt? sTOts i TO c?TO; oi ^ TO? TO TO i cTOt? c? 
diTN? c?TO; t? TO ®tet? tm TO i ?fttm error cgftrft giro S®?tM 
■-WTfopp ftro TOTO ?t?t? TOm gf*F?to fTO c? to? T^tTOr 
»Pfat?iS T' 8 ?ftr Fin gt 6 »r^TOrcg rt T 3 ?t? to 4 r^e?? gtr 6 ? TO girt 
<??\£ TT 7? *rt I 03 fWil ? 8 F gc*^? ?ft*lt °1 C^« 1 i ?Tfftt^c 6 ? fTO 6 rMH 
rt?tC5> I ?f?TOTT Chief In poctorft? TtTOtT®t? ?Ml $CH? TO?1 
Tt? *TC? ?£ TOc® Ft? T| I gttfr? TO OJTffc?? m C? T? A 8 s f ant 
Licencing Officers 7?TtC* 4?t Union Jute Committee cwg TO? 

g ft® rtrtcs TOtc® oiT'-ti ft:TOO ?n TOc® go cr, gt 6 ftwf TO? 
?rcg TTft®t? gTOft® rte? i 

ft: **Tm? ?T?, TOT ?tt?t? ftrrg FtTO? TOtTO? TOM?1®M TO® 
rtn $ftt®c$ i top totot rtfa? 4 ?; gftrpr? gm?? ?ft «? >enti- 
ment4? It?l guided rtn 4?* CTO? gr® T? 1 ^ TOC# TO®5®1 
ttts wA TO? TO TO n to ?t;ro tto? to' 4?? fTO? TO? 

Tt?t® TC?? Vic-q, ® t?l t^O? TtC^T? ft £rft?^ ft?? ®TD Ttft rtf? *T| I 

3tn cn Scvir rtm gr^r Tftvtftw, c? Sctot rtc® TO?, 

Iftl 0)t5 'T? ^PO? ?C?7 C*! recordingo} rttv 5 TOT OJTTl 

Tprg TWi Sffes ftr i * 

^t?TO. 01^ ttrt? 8 RT ^M\ grudge ?d? T 1 ; TOC^? ?T 7 Tft^ T?t? 

to TOTtm cto ?fir *n <?r, tom ^tn ?Tft^ t? Trti rtcr^ 
in TOTO TO ^ftr rtc? ti i TO 6 ! c?tot gfe ?^t? no rtro vo crtPl 
6 m TO ft*? Tftn \ 5 t?w 5 ? ?tft? rtr$ to?, error tt?to? rrt ?ft 
CTCTO? TOM TT 6 fTl TOF T?, tstD TOtoTft* *0 I TOTt? TO??? rtujc^ 
^tTO?? ftTO ton OT ?ft?l yft?l Tot TOR I cror TO? theoretical 

^slc? ?ftr Tftjn TOrfc?? crct? TRituft ??t?M *n ?t$?i, ^t?l?i ft® 
TO 5 -toc? TOi tor $[$Tm TO® c?? topm" ?or i ^trtc?? ???^t 

TOT rt?1 Committee ^Jr T?t? CTtrt Tt?^?r®| TtftltJ TO? ?1 I Ttft 
rtt TOTtTOT ftcTOotC? TO?1? C?, C?TftTTORt?l TftOffCg ? 

®Usi ^? T5T *tc?, »i3?t ^?ft ?ft?i crt6t crt6t t?ct? ?rt? rtn ?ft wigron 
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C^5R ^tf C^Tt faf <5fel TO“ ^ W 

*f3rai <r *rt* jttot ftfro sn i jrflro^T tor 

^drt w tpF5 wi , r^nn IJS M'4'® *n rt$i firccir 

fitoi *rft^Ri ^i Tfon fcrot cjJw ?** 3 ^trtT *-$r**t 

^ficvi v llc^*i ? ^*>1$ 3 rft 3 r'9^hr Ih^ 6 vjf'Si Rvcti otr 5 ? 

fF51 I f^Vt 7 ! \5t^T3 SftTR <R, \5t fOT 4t*iJ < *«ll0fa ffal *flW 

^5 ^ rt?n SlSnft§> i cw rtro ^ — *rt$ c^rO 8^ 

crCt «hj *tbsin ?t$H »n i f¥i, ^j *ftt^ ^rr 8^ v l^j ^ttc^r 8^ 

f^T TOT R1 I fundamental Economic principle Of price 

of a commodity is not governed either by demand or supply 
but is governed by the condition of both demand and supply 
demand supply ijs fRF f»Tn CRfac® rtH — ^ supply 

short TOR Rfa demand ^] *dtT=1 r ®tn rttR tpF® 8 v f^ fajj£ 
rt^r ^ t crtwRi -rt fao. fTONot^r Rt^f^n rtr? <oW*i Pr 

Rtre vwm ^ rtf® $%i, ®TO* =^^#1 fawfafc* 

<rPnn 3 f*r urn rttR crt ; otc 3 r RrtR tf fc BR ?rr i 

Mr* BANKU BEHARI MANDAL* Sir, I wish to druw the atten- 
tion ot Government regarding the fixation of the price of paddy. 
Paddy is as valuable a crop to the cultivators of Western Bengal as jute 
is to the cultivators of Eastern Bengal. The cultivators and most of 
the middle class people of Western Bengal have to depend mainly on 
paddy. In some of the districts, viz., Banknra, Bind wan, Birhhum 
and Midnapore, the only single crop grown in a year is paddy. The 
soil of these districts is hard and sandy, and for want of sufficient water 
it is difficult to grow any other crop there. Besides lands in canal 
areas, the cultivators elsewhere do not generally get their full quota of 
paddy in any year due either to floods or to drought. After deduc ting 
the cost of cultivation and the amount of rent to be paid to the land- 
lord, there remains hardly anything for the cultivator 4or the main- 
tenance of himself and his family. This is due to thcrverv low' price, of 
paddy, and if the Government want to save the poor cultivators and 
the middle class people, they must fix a minimum price for pacldy, and 
as the importation of Rangoon rice affects the price of Bengal paddy, 
Government should impose a heavy duty on imported rice. Some* of the 
members of the Paddy Committee have stated that a rise in the prife 
of paddy will benefit the majority of paddy cultivators. Of course, we 
are not in favour of an excessive rise in the price of paddy. Every 
body including the Hon'ble Ministers will admit that he has noticed 
with pain and regret that the current price of paddy is not sufficient to 
cover the cost of production even, viz., capital outlay, cost of labour 
and the amount of rent, and it is imperative on the part of Government 
14 
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to see that the paddy cultivators are raised from the helpless position in 
which they have been placed. If a fair price is fixed for paddy, it 
will give them some margin, of profit after meeting the cost of cultiva- 
tion and the payment of rents. Sir. Government have been spending 
every year lakhs and lakhs of rupees on jute, but they are paying no 
heed to paddy. The prevailing low price of paddy is a problem that 
must be tackled immediately, although I admit that there is some diffi- 
culty in doing it, and that there are complex questions in that connec- 
tion, but that must first be solved. I would appeal to Government to 
make their best endeavour to solve this problem by taking such steps 
as Government think advisable so that the paddy grower may at least 
get Rs. 2-8 per rnaund of paddy he produces. 

Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, ?tWtW , ’f *fe?fTO 
w*t i ^wwt *to*?i to to* i <$t?i TO? yfa *ttc? c*w, c?tw ’tre, 
few, few? f?*Rf C*tC? 4WWT? W *C? | 

^iW? fe?? 'iiwwf? toc*? wfdr? ots *tf£, *rt^ i i^TRORfi 

TO*1? C*tt? TO rtr? TOtC? TO C?\5tTO I *RTW? CTO f? 

<3tfTOt? 4Vs ’TftTO?! <TtTOl 4?; ^<1? TO TO* TOW? ^fe feTO- 
fe#t C*tC? TO CTO fecro I TO??1 b 0 sr? TO*'? TO^tl-srft I 
towri to? wfera ferorS ^ott* ?<?? TOn fro m toi 

tjC'oi* ?'v?C? '3tW? TORI fTOS TO I ^ C? TO *ttd?? record 

CTO^ C7T^f% tft? TO^ ^Rt?, srfeTO 'Q sfTtTOW? TO I 4* 4 TO TO ? 
TO \OOldOO fe?l srfe record CTOW I f*5 *:W? fTO TO fear 
TO73 C*3t *C155 (7T^ TO TO*W? 4* fe?l srpTS I TO 7 OT? 

recorded C?tCW St? tft? ^ ®fe«t? TO* TO^TO? TOt I TOTO*? 

cot? cTO^ w*h frorcw i ^tfe totow *?r?t? c*tfe 

TOT1 fefe *SR TO3 ?TO CTO TOW?] TOfr? ®fe St? C*fC?fe?r 
^5tW? TO& ^fe record *?1 7$* I 4$ TO TO?? ^fe vTO?$ *ffs?1 

SfOT I ^51 CTO CTO TOYT? *t rtc? I 

$T?*f? TOW? TOW 4* TO* ?Wl, rental , TOt?, ?St, ^ftS PnC^HI 
CTO, $fro, ?Ttf?$t?, dlTOl, cTOot, TO-3, TOFWt c?cb ^tcro 1 
fro 4$ TO *?* few ?TbC? (7T TOI C*5 ft*1 CTOTCTO ^ | to*? S * f*t C ? 3 
TOT Bengal Tenancy Act, Jute Regulation tf^fe *W* fej^ *?1 C5tC?C^ — 

^t?i ?w ?trro i fro cn$ to ?mt? to *ww? fro? fej $**t? 

^ I $t? *t?*t %n *t$R tfTO? C*1C?CTO #J] TO* TO I TO*W? 

^:cro toi,*?*w? ^TOri.^tw? frotw? *?i it?i fen *$r ?i i ^?? 

— ftrotfe*, ?fe*, vfrot? 4?t ?7trow? TOTO" TO?TC?, t5fw? ?fe?T? 
TOrt“ *?1 TO I OT?t* C?TO^ *?1 ^$* ?l CTO, ^ TO * CTO *tW *TW 
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t AsEembljTO TO TO *W5) fTOT$ CTO TOfi $r? ?] I Coalition 
*wtThr ctori fat? tot totot? *:c<f sthtw^i ft&R , fai 

TORI ?Rt?t? ?p5t?, rflftwf-Jt tax (7RT? TO, TOfr? fSffig? 

^rr J:> 0 \ fr? TO? TO to? 4 $ ?? ctori ft ?? tpstmr 

ft$C$ 051$ OR l 

^5t?*t? faffed? smj c? fctn ?t? f*(4R e f to ortow^ eft 
fcw? TOn toffr fa Sgfe c^ttcas to?, faro <ro? ?«R TO s tf t w? <?rr 
fws far3$ tft? ?? fcfar cro? ?t? ? oti wm ^TOr to vsrffa tcfi 
^rnm tTO4 c*r3?f? 4 r* ^rr^n sro fcnsstfav Sto? *fa $»jfa? w?r 41 TO 

TOTTS 3? fa TO1 F? *Tf$‘ I < 8Ff?T'fnr ^faf $«jfvM sr^j Demonstrator 

TO cylcucb ?d>, fa$ ‘TO^r to <7i fa 5u \$i cro ?t? hi i \5frn 
<7 ftw or, vi qlm c*r Mt 3 4jv *ttw 1 *mr ?i i ft *r ffa c^tvftQ 
?1 3RTO Demonstrator^ 

fa? cro? ?? $Pf\ « vc? ! fasten? =nft TOtc?? ft?t? ws c* tt? 

TO*3 TOTOR $TOIC?? TO 4 ft* fas?^ TO 5? 3t? ?t*TO® TO Sfoj I 

.Sir, *pf ?c* to tp to cure ^ifw to ftrz fto? *rnr ??$ 

srfr tot sc? vfrr^, fa* *Rfa?roR rro ?cto$ 4*tTO to s? ?i$ i 
Rtrofa cto? totTitti tor (frorfc) stm otto gtfre otto t fa? 
to ?ot <?£ smfzrii ?TO ^ ^ rs^m csr^rt? TO TM 

sf^n TO I 41^ ^T ^TO^TO ^tt CTO =?PR TOtTS TO1 77 ^ I 

to '4i^& to to^ ciftwft ^in f — rotfr, ^rftTO, m#r t to^, 

v5^r=ftM?i F to^, crotTO, crofrj^t, w?n ^ ^ c»ro to to yfim — 

TOT TOTO VWV9 W fan *fTTO C^TOt^t ^STtfan r#T5 rftl 

CTOTO tpitfaj 7^TO5 I (TT^ TOf ^ (71, ’Tl ’TTO C^TTO 

S^TO to i c^tTO ^*to Tfan fan ^ Tf^rro vrr 

^rft TO^TTF TOTft^ C TO# I n ^1 C5TO CTOt^nfa C^TO ^WTO TO 5 ftK^ 
^ I TOTO ^RCFrT ^TOtft TOl TO^ffj,* rffen , Wt’t, !^f3 Wl 
yifas rim oft toto to =^r to i oft toto 

F^fTOf 4t<f fan TOTOF ^TtfTO 7^ TOC3 ’flfTO ft >R FR 5tr5 
TOr^n i frst^ffar srifr toTOc^f cn, fef^r to -4^ tot 

^(7T ^ fan eft TOT ^WTO TOT^t, TO'fl TO, fanr-TOfe 4J 3 !* Tfa 
TOT V*} TOm TOrttto ^TCTO^ TOR I TOTO 

^c«t tortot or &f* v Ps eft ’R TO, TO*fft ^rtor farR wrt *ft 
TOtor (ro& #Br ?TO to crtnrfar, fro eft ^r TO? cro ?CRt?^ 7? i 
TOTO TOTOra C? JR TO ^ # (R? ?R TO *ron r TOTft fa? fa 
CTO? TOTO far® TO? ? TOTO trO «R CTOTO TO C 3 ^, "Ft?! CWR ?tC? T 
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cairns totot to c>ratfta$ tori ^to to “<*pr” qfo 
<£w frfn srfircr tori <7TO? r tor TOfa TOTO cro - $j5*pr to 
<W StOT to 1 

Sir, <^mrt^rrf% c*r mr toto to ^c? ?i ^*r f «r itor 

TOT1 <7!% I (RTTOt1%U3 WWf 0*^3 ^Ec*>|ty TltV 3 ?t <p f 3 T 

?to tor «rt *rtft *ft TOrhrTO ^ar^rt< to1|i to *toph 

Co-operative Bankjg* IjRH ftoto <$tTO *#TO TO (R? I fcfFl tos 
TO* *n cTO°r vfticv* TOi ^jrc** w^r *rtPo w^i cTOi toi ** i ^ *pt$Tc** 
gtor cTOu*t 57, “c^pto* ?f\ cTOtor, cro 3 t*n 5 

CZWm CRT (?R TO* TOT (TOC^I *1, TO*1 f¥ CTOf ?” Co-operative 

BanM* sr-sfetto* totto cro*. toto CTOT3 f*ro TO I 

TO TO TO TO *JTO*TO TOTO Fl°Tt* C^OT w TOTO TO* TOT1 TOR 

c4t4¥3n <7^3*1 t* i toto Tot crt* STOr TO i ^t*i 

(TFtTO TO* ? As omblyre C* TOS TO* **1 ?*, TOH S* TO TO 

'TOh wih ®TOtt** CRT *ph cro*^ i *fTO tof? $tTO \sttof i TO“ 
TO *ft TOTOTO - <**C*t«f C*t*fe C*, fef* TO TO tor *** CTO* TO*1 
*[*C*FS1 **75 TOF TOl V£>t*fl **>* I TO TOTO CTO«T I C^tH- 

*(7$ TO *7Rt* TOto fes *flf*TO TO I fTO ®tf*TO* TO 4i7R7jj CotOTO 
4*t* c?m c TO*r croft* TO*r6 TOk*fo c*rre to i <TOw*t <roTO 
Ordinance TOt TO1 TOCS, TO\5 *ftTTO *1 TOT 4lr^T<T 

to- TOTOti ^to$ *n <»? i 

4% ’PI Ordinance (PTTOr^T (7T$ Ordinanceij^ TOl ^t^TTOl 
(PTtr§ ^tn^f «T *T1 I C'TdrJ ^Q^TPI 

TOl (RTo Rl I (7f^ ^TtOT ^^PTPlt^ tj't^-'oR TOOT ^tC^H I «r^ «T^ 

TO^r toro (prro cro i toi crro cro c^r ^5 to i 

’PT Ordinance TOl CTO Ttsr to R I TOr TOTO 5tTO CTO ^Ci^tfTOI 
CftC^C^ 

(Here the member having reached the time limit resumed his seat.) 


The Hn’We Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I feel 
somewhat reluctant to rise after the very entertaining speech of the 
last speaker. As his speech has been entertaining, so the speech of my 
honourable friend Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal has been surprising and 
disappointing. First of all, Sir, he has spent his entire, time in speak- 
ing on jute although there is no motion relating to jute under discussion 
to-day. Certain motions directly relating to jute were moved day before 
yesterday and discussed, but probably my friend was then absent. He 
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ha# thought it fit to raise the whole question of Government policy 
regarding jute regulation and the evil effects, according to his estima- 
tion, of the enforcement of the regulation policy of Government, over 
again to-day. 

Sir, I am sorry that my friend Mr. Mandal never cared to listen to 
the various announcements that were made on the floor of this House, 
nor did he care to read the instructions that were issued for correction 
of the records. He says that on account of defects in the records, the 
jute-growers will be faced with tremendous difficulty and that Govern- 
ment is not doing anything to remedy those defects. I am surprised 
to see, Sir, that my friend could make a statement like that. He says 
that Government has made no provision whatsoever for the cultivation of 
alternative crops by the jut ("-growers, two-thirds of whose lands will he 
released from jute. Has not my friend seen t hat a sum of Ks. *H lakhs 
has been provided for the purchase and distribution of seeds specially 
for this purpose? Then also very elaborate instructions have been 
issued to the cultivators suggesting what alternative crops they tuny sow 
on the land released from jute. Again he sa\s that the poor culti- 
vators will he faced with very great difficulty if the lands for which they 
may get licenses are found to be not fit for sowing of jute on account of 
rains being late or for some other cause. I have repeatedly stated, Sir, 
on the floor of the House that now the jute-growers arc being given 
every facility to rotate the land on which they have to sow jute. Tf 
they get a license for a particular plot, they can change the plot at any 
time they like. They can approach the Jute foinniittee which will 
take immediate steps and give them license for some other lands that 
the growers may think to be suitable. 

Then again my friend says that many cultivators have lands in 
several mauz/i* and it will be very difficult for them to sow jute in all 
these different viauzag, particularly during the rains, and so on and so 
forth. My friend forgets that this point also was made very clear on 
the floor of the House. If a cultivator has got several plots of land in 
several m/iuzas, he can consolidate all the plots into one according to 
his convenience. My friend has not looked into all these things and 
he has hurled absolutely unmerited charges against Government. 

However, Sir, to-day I do not like to deal with jute in detail, hut 
as my friend has raised this question I was constrained to give a short 
reply. 

One other point I must touch upon. My friend has sought to show 
a royal road to the cultivator to reach the® millenium. He says, 
“Withdraw ihe regulation, allow the cultivators to grow as much 
jute as they like, and then fix a minimum price.” I need hardly say 
that an absurd proposition like that does not require any reply on the 
floor of the House. 
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Sir, my honourable friend, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, had raised 
in me, very great expectation. I expected that he would give the 
Government some practical suggestions. But what he said amounted 
in my opinion to a very well-written essay on certain well-known 
theories of agriculture. He made a sweeping statement that ] the 
Government have no comprehensive policy. The Maulana Sahib also 
has said that the Government have no comprehensive policy. First 
of all I would like to say that none of the members who spoke to-day 
could tell the House what the policy of the Government should be. 
Nothing, not a single word about that is to be found in the speech 
of any of the honourable gentlemen. They simply say that the 
Government have no policy. 1 find that so far us some honourable 
members are concerned they have no knowledge whatsoever about the 
actual working of the Agricultural Department. I would again like 
to say what the policy of the Government is so far as agriculture is 
concerned. I stated that very clearly in my initial speech. The 
policy is to increase the yield of the soil, and to give the cultivator 
a proper price for his commodity. To implement that policy what, 
the Government are doing I have already stated. First of all, if the 
yield of the soil is to he increased, researches have to be carried on 
to find out how the yield can be increased. That research is being 
carried on in the Central Research Station at Dacca, and so far as 
paddy is concerned, there are two other research schemes now being 
worked out in Western Bengal, in Suri and at Ch insurah. That is 
not the only thing that Government should do or are doing. A good 
deal of valuable results has already been achieved in t he research 
station at Dacca. The principal duty now is to carry the results of 
these researches to the cultivator. Now, Sir, I have already stated 
what the Government are doing in order to reach the results of 
researches to the cultivators. For this purpose there are district farms 
and demonstration farms at different places. The district farms are not 
demonstration farms. Some of my friends have said that district 
farms are seldom visited by cultivators. The district farms are not 
intended for the purpose of demonstration. Therefore, the cultivators 
are not invited to visit the district farms. The district farms are 
established for two main purposes. One is to test the results of 
researches. Suppose a particular strain of paddy is found to be suit- 
able from various points of view at the Dacca Farm. It has to be 
tested whether that strain of paddy will be suitable for other districts 
also. For that purpose in the district agricultural farms tests take 
place as to whether particular strain is suitable or not for particular 
districts. If it is foiled that it is suitable, then an attempt is made 
to propagate that strain amongst the cultivators of the district. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of information, Sir. 
I« there any arrangement for the examination of the soil? We do 
not find any in this year’s budget. 
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Tht Hon’bl* Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I don't like to be carried 
t^way from the trend of my speech. For the purpose of propagation 
there are these thana demonstration farms. The thaua demonstration 
farm is not a Government farm. Wherever it is found possible in a 
thana, Government fix up a particular cultivator and demonstrate the 
improved methods on the holding of the cultivutor and by the culti- 
vator. The cultivator is supplied with better seeds, better implements 
and good manure. He is also shown proper modem methods of agri- 
culture by the demonstrator who is in charge of the farm. When that 
is done in the holding of the cultivator, not only that particular culti- 
vator but also the neighbouring cultivators see the operations uud 
actually learn how these improved methods have to be adopted. 
Around each particular demonstration farm, there are three demonstra- 
tion areas within a radius of f> miles from the farm. In each demon- 
stration area some 6 to It) cultivators are chosen and they are all 
similarly supplied with better seeds, better implements and good manure. 
They are also taken care of as far as practicable by the demonstrator. 
Therefore, within a radius of 5 miles, a large number of cultivators 
are given practical instructions as to modern improved methods of 
cultivation. Each demonstration farm works at a particular centre 
for three years. It is expected that in the course of three years the 
people of that locality will sufficiently learn the art of modern culti- 
vation. Then the farm is shifted elsewhere and another similar area 
is taken up. In this way, it is expected that within a limited number 
of years all the different union boards and thanas of the province will 
be covered. But our principal difficulty is that we are not being 
able to do this sufficiently quickly for two reasons. One is want of 
money. We have not money enough to establish demonstration farms 
in each union board. If we could do that, it would be far better. 
Secondly, we have not got enough trained officers. Demonstrators have 
got to be placed in charge of the demonstration farms. Honourable 
members know' that there is only one agricultural school at, Dacca 
where a limited number of demonstrators are turned out every year. 
Recently the Bhutnath Pal Agricultural School at Chinsurah has been 
provincialised, and we shall now get also a small number of demon- 
strators every year from that school. These are the only two existing 
sources. If we could get sufficient money and if we could get a larger 
number of demonstrators, we could cover the entire province, within 
a very short time. W T e are not, however, resting content with this 
limited number of officers. I have a scheme which I am reluctant 
to let the House know at this stage, because it has not yet been 
accepted. But I feel tempted to give an indication of this scheme. 

The scheme is at present under the consideration of Government. 
The scheme is to give a short training to 100 demonstrators every year 
for two years. They will be .given six months' training in district 
agricultural farms, and then they will be given another six months' 
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training in the agricultural schools. Then, after one year’s training 
they will be employed as demonstrators. They will be placed in charge 
of demonstration farms, but when our full-fledged demonstrators come 
out of the different schools, these newly trained demonstrators ^will 
be replaced by the full-fledged demonstrators; and the new deition- 
strators will be encouraged to go back to the agricultural schools and 
finish their training. They will remain in training for another year. 
That will complete the course of two years’ training of the new 
demonstrators. It is expected, and it has been admitted by experts, 
that these demonstrators will be far better demonstrators than those 
who are being turned out by out institutions at present. If we can 
give effect to that scheme, that will accelerate the pace of our progress 
so far as our duty to make our cultivators take advantage of the results 
of research is concerned. That is the line along which we want to 
proceed and are actually proceeding, and that is the procedure that 
has been adopted in other provinces. 

Then, Sir, it has been said that we have now got sufficient money. 
I admit that the total amount is no doubt large, viz., Its. 4-f ,85,000, 
but my friend lias forgotten that out of this sum Rs. 26,75,000 is meant 
for jute. The normal expenditure is only Rh. 17,10,000, whereas the 
normal expenditure of the Punjab Agriculture Department is in the 
neighbourhood of Rs. 40,00,000. Therefore, the assertion that the 
department have now got sufficient money is groundless. 

Then, Sir, my honourable friend Maulana Maniruzzaman Ihlama- 
badi bus said that so far as the improvement of live-stock is concerned, 
Government have done nothing. I wonder how can an honourable 
member make a statement like that after going through the budgets 
of the last few years. In this connection 1 should like to state that 
under our cattle improvement scheme that is now in operation in as 
many as 22 districts, till 1939-40, 2,750 stud-bulls were distributed, 
the number has since then increased still further. In the year 1939-40 
as many as 08,900 cows were covered and the number of their progeny 
has risen to 54,125. Perhaps my honourable friends do not know that 
a calf of the new progeny aged only three or four months can fetch 
a price of Rs. 15 to Rs. 20, whereas an ordinary country calf can 
fetch only Rs. 3 or Rs. 4 nowadays. 

I have no time to reply to all the other points that have been 
raised. If my friends had only cared to know all about the actual 
working of the department, much of the uncalled for criticisms could 
have been obviated. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka SekhaT Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 43,86,000 for expenditure under the head ‘*40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and a division called. 
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(When the ringing of the division bell was over, Mr. Speaker made 
the following observation : “Before we dispose of the ‘Agriculture* 
budget and disperse, I may just at this Btage inform the House that 
to-morrow we shall meet at 10 a.m.”). 

The division was then taken, with the following result: 

AYES — St. 


AMat Hakaam, Mr. 

AhRal WahaR, RuM, 

Atal Fast. Mr. MR. 

AkaM Kill, Mr. lyaR. 

Baasrjl, Mr. latya Prlya. 

•anna, Bata Prtmhari. 

Barmaa, Bala Shyama PrataR. 
Biswas, Mr. laraaRra Nath. 

Bata, Mr. tarat ChaaRra. 
QhaaRharf, BaJ NartaRra Nat*. 
Oaa Qapta, BaBa KtafMRra Nath. 
Datta flapta, Miss Mira. 

EaiRaRa! Mapaa, Karl. 

Naaaa All Obsvihary, Mr. SysR. 


Raaal All MaJamRar. Maatvl. 

Kumar, Mr. Atal OhaaRra. 

KaaRa, Mr. NBhltha Nath. 

Mail, Mr. ARwatta Kaaiar. * 
MajamRar, Mrt. Hsmaprava. 

MaaRat, Mr. RagsaRra Nath. 
Maairauaaiafl lilaaiataRi, Maalaaa MR. 
Naakar, Mr. Ham OhaaRra. 

Naaatar All, Mr. lysR. 

Nay, Mr. Ohara OhaaRra. 

Nay, Mr. Maamatha Nath, 
laayal, Mr. lauaka lakhar. 

WaUar Nahmaa, Maalvi 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

NOES — 7$. 


AhRal Ails, Maalaaa MR. 

AMal Hakim Vikrampari, Maalvi MR. 

AhRal MamM, Mr. A. M. 

AhRal Karim, Mr. 

AhRal MaJIR, Mr. lyaR. 

AhRal Wabah Khaa, Mr. 

AMana-AI MahmaaR, Mr. 

AMar Nahmaa, Khaa BataRar A. F. M. 
AhRar Nahmaa IMRifi, Mr. 

AMar KasbssR, Maalvi MR. 

AhRar Naaf, Khaa BataRar (tab. 

AhRar Nazsak, Maatvl. 

Ahal Haaata AhmaR, Mr. 

Ahal Qaaaam, Maalvi. 

AhaiaR Masala, Mr. 

ANaaaRRIa AhaiaR, Khaa BahaRar Maalvi. 
Amlaatah, Khaa Sahib Maalvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maalvi MR. 

Aawarnl Azim, Khaa BataRar MR. 

AsbrafaN, Mr. M. 

Altar AN, Maalvi. 

BaRraRRaJa, Mr. SysR. 

Ban-Mart, Hiss P. B. 

Biswas, Mr. Raaih tai 
Ohtppsa Ral a, Mr. R. W. 

Das, Mr. Aaakal ChaaRra. 

Das, Nal SahM Klrtt Bhaaaa. 

KRhar, Mr. UpaaRraaath. 

FartaR Naza CtawRbary, Mr. M. 

Farbat Baaa Khaaaas, B«fam. 

FaMal QaaRIr, Khaa BataRar MaalvL 
FaMar Nahmaa, Mr. (Daaca). 

Faster Bahama, Mr. (Myasaastefb). 

BtaRRiag, Mr. D 
•amts, Mr. B.A. 

M ahMa N ah, tta NaaHa Hawah BahaRar K., af 
B aas a. 

MahtaRRte BtaaiUrf, Maalvi 
Mam rt aRMa AhmaR, Khaa Sahft. 

NaMaa M ars h s R, Mr*. M.B.C. 


Hawkings, Mr. N. J. 

Msywata, Mr. Ntgtrt. 

IRrls AhmsR Mia, Maalvi 
Ispataai, Mr. M. A. M. 

Ratal aRRla AhmaR, Khaa BataRar Maalvi 
RasImaRRln AhmaR, Khaa latab Maalvi 
KsnnsRy, Mr. I. B. 

McBrsgtr, Mr. B. B. 

Mafvlrs, Mr. L. T. 

MaaRal, Mr. Birat OhaaRra. 

MaaRai, Mr. Rafat OhaaRra. 

MaalraRRia AkhaaR, Maalvi. 

MUss, Mr. 0. W. 

Maryan, Mr. N.. O.I.C. 

Msslam All MaNah, Maalvi M. 

MahammaR IsraH, Maalvi 
HabammaR talaimaa, Khaa lahlh Maalvi 
Malliek, tbs Mta'bls Mr. MakaaRa Bsbary. 
Masharra* Marsala, tbs Haa'Ms Nawah, Khaa 
BahaRar. 

Mastifawsai Magas, Mr. SysR. 

Nanay, tbs Haa’hls Maharaja IrtsataaRra, at 
Casaimbatar. 

Nasamllab, NawahtaRa K. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Naikai tbs Haa’hls Mr. Prasaaaa Bah. 

Nay, Mr. Dtaaaajay. 

I shahs- Ala m, Mr. lyaR. 
tartar, Bata MaRhasaRaa. 

Bha ta haR RI a, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.K. 

•hamsaRRla AhmaR KtaaRkar, Mr. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

BpaBa r, Mr. R. N. 

Siaslalr, Mr. R. F. 

•Mar, Baba Utta MaaRa. 
tahrawarRy.^hs Haa’Ms Mr. N. I. 

TamtaaRRte Khan, tta Maa’Ma Mr. 

Walksr, Mr. R. K. 

Warsaw arth, Mr. W. B. 


The Ayes being 28, and the Noes 76, the motion was lost. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamisuddin Khan that a sum of 
Rs. 48,85,000 be granted^ for expenditure under the head “40-Agri- 
culture” was then put**and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AMal Atiz, IliUil M. 

AMal Hakim Vlkrampnri, Maalvi Ml. 

AM«I HamM, Mr. A. M. 

AM at MajM, Mr. Syal. 

AMsIU-A! MikiM, Mr. 

AMar Rakmaa, *Kkaa Bikakar A. F. M. ' 

AMar Rikau M*m, Mr. 

AMar RUM/, Maalvi MS. 

Akal Masala Akmal, Mr. 

AS al Qaatsm, MaalvL 
Akmal H stain, Mr. 

AKasaMa AkmM, Kkan SakMar Maahrl. 
AmlnaBak, Kkaa laklk Maalvi. 

Aailr Ak Mia, Maalvi Ml. 

Aawcral Aiim, Kkaa Bakalar Ml. 

Atkrafail. Mr. M. 

•ad* Mart, Mist F. B. 

Biswas, Mr. Raslk Lai. 

Okippanlala, Mr. I. W. 

Oat, Mr. Atakal Okaalra. 

Ilkar, Mr. Upsalraaatk. 

Farfcal Rasa Ofctwlfcary, Mr. M. 

Farkat Baas Kkaaaai, Sagam. 

Faalal Qaallr, Kkan Bakalar Maalvi. 

Faiiar Rakmaa, Mr. (Oaaaa). 

Fastar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Mymsa«agl). 
tlalllaf, Mr. 0. 

••mss, Mr. I. A. 

NaMkaltak, tks Hna’kta Nawafc Bakalar K* at 
Oaaaa. 

Naskiaa MarskaS, Mrs., M.B.K. 

Hawkings, Mr. R. I. 


AY II — ft. 

Ilris Akmal Mia, MaafvL 
Ispakaai, Mr. M. A. N. 
lalalaiMa Akaul, Kkaa Bakalar MaalvL 
lasimallia AkaMl, Kkaa I aka* MaalvL 
Ksaasly, Mr. I. B. 

MaBragar, Mr. B. B. 

Mafairs, Mr. L. T. 

Maaial, Mr. Birat Okaalra. 

Maalal, Mr. lagat Okaalra. 

Margaa, Mr. R., C.I.I. 

MakammM I trail, MaalvL 
MakiMauMl lataimaa, Kkaa Bakalar Maalvi. 
Matltek, tka Haa'Ma Mr. Makaala Bakary. 
Matkarraf Hassaia, tka Haa'Ma Hawak, Kkaa 
Bakalar. 

Mastagawtai Havas, Mr. Byal. 

Nanay, tks Haa'Ms Makaraja triMkaalra, at 
OassiMfcaur. 

Naurallak, Rawakxala K. 

Fattan, Mr. W. 0. 

Ralkat, tks Man 'kit Mr. Frauaaa Osk. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaanjay. 
laksks-Alam, Mr. lysl. 
tarkar, Baka Malkatalan. 
tkakakvMin, Mr. Kfcwaja, O.B.C. 

Ipallar. Mr. I. H. 

Itark, Mr. A. F. 

Itrlar, Baka Lttta Mania. 

Safcrawarly, tka Han’lls Mr. N. t. 

Tamil ■Silo Kkan, tka* Haa’klt Mr. 

Waiksr, Mr. I. R. 

Wkitskaal, Mr. R. B. 

Wartswartk, Mr. W. 0. 


NOEI — 27. 


AMat Maktnm, Nr. 

AMvl Wafcsl, Maalvi. 

Akal Fail, Mr. Ml. 

Akmal Kkaa, Nr, lysl. 

•ansrjl, Mr. latya Friya. 

Barm a, Baka FrsmkarL 
Biswas, Mr. Bartalra Nat*. 

Bass, Mr. tint Okaalra. 
Bkaalkari, Ral Maraalra Natk. 
Oat Rapta, Baka Kkagaalra Natk. 
Oatta Rapta, Miss Mira. 

Imialal Hag as, Kaai. 

Hasan Alt Okawlkary, Mr. lysl. 
laaak All Majaartar, Maalvi. 


Kamar, Mr. Atal Okaalra. 

Mala, Mr. NitkHka Natk. 

Maji, Mr. AlwaHa Kamar. 

Majvmlar, Mrs. Hsmprava. 

Maalal, Mr. lagsalra Natk. 
Maairauamaa Isiamakali, Maalaaa Ml. 
Naskar, Mr. Ham Okaalra. 

Naatksr AU, Mr. tysl. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaalra. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Natk. 
laayaL Mr. Basaaka lakkar. 

Wallar Rakmaa, MaalvL 
Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being €2 and Noes 27, the motion was carried. 


Adjournment. 

It being 8-10 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 10 a.m.son Saturday, the 15th March, 
1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



. Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, 
the 15th March, 1941, at 10 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizui. Haque, c.i.b., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 150 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Observation in the “Star of India” under the caption “Enemies on the 

War Path M . 

•156. (Short notice.) Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (a) 

lias the attention of the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home 
Department been drawn to the observations made by the Star of India , 
an evening daily of Calcutta, in its issue of the 4th March, 1941, under 
the caption “Enemies on the War Path”? 

(b) If so, what steps does the Hon'ble Minister intend to take 
against the said Star of India for fomenting communal hatred aud 
incitement to the disturbance of the public peace? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes 

(b) None. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government do not think that that observation of the 
Star of India foments communal hatred? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In view of the fact that 
His Excellenry is trying to bring about communal peace and harmony, 
I hope my friend will not pursue the matter further. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer 
just now *giren by the Hon’ble Minister, will he be pleased to say 
whether, in view of the objective to which he has referred, he will also 
consider the desirability of giring instruction to the Star ofjndia not 
id pursue this policy of writing such articles in the meantime? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZI*UL HUQ: If I am to take action 
against one, I have to take action against a hundred, and 1 ana not going 
to disturb the peace of the country. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We have no connection with 
any other paper now. Here the question iB with regard to the Star 
of India. 


Mr, 8PEAKER: He has said that in this matter so many papers 
are concerned and that he does not like to disturb the public peace 
and harmony by taking action against them. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. In view of the objective to 
which he has referred, does not the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of issuing instruction to this particular paper not to pursue 
writing such articles? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K* FAZLUL HUQ: Most gladly we have done 
that. As a matter of fact, 1 believe some kind of peace and harmony 
now prevails in the country. 


Communal riot at Tiljala and Bondel Road. 

•157. Mr. 8YED HA8AN ALI CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(t) that there was a communal riot at Tiljala and Bondel Road on 
the 21st January, 1940; 

{ii) that 15 persons were injured and had to be removed to the 
hospital ; 

(iii) that the investigations were made both by the Calcutta Police 

and the Bengal Police; 

(iv) that several persons were sent up for trial at the Suburban 

Police Magistrate’s Court at Alipore and the Subdivisional 
Officer’s Court at Alipore; 

(r) that the case pending in the Court of the Suburban Police 
Magistrate’s Court at Alipore was discharged on the 16th 
May, 1940; and 

(W) that the Police had not submitted the charge sheet? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (vi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ We 
Minister be pleased to state the reason why the Police did not submit 
the charge sheet? 
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The Hon’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (t), (m), (tv) and (in) 

Yes. 

(it) Nine injured persons were removed to hospital. 

(v) It was discharged on the 28th May, 1940. 

(b) I do not personally approve of the manner in which the case was 
handled, but it is now too late to revive matters which have been set 
at rest by lapse of time. 

Tiljala Hindu-Muslim Rioting Casas. 

•158. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (a) Has the 

attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department 
been drawn to the report of a public meeting of the Mussulmans of 
Tiljala, Karaya, Park Circus and other adjoining places held on the 
10th November, 1940, at the Park Circus MaidanP 

(b) Is it a fact that the accused in the Tiljala Hindu-Moslem rioting 
cases which occured on the last Bakr-ld day have since been discharged? 

(r) If so, will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) Yes 

(r) In the opinion of the Public Prosecutor, Alipore, evidence was 
insufficient to justify submission of charge sheet. Further investiga- 
tion was ordered but the Public Prosecutor refused to change his opinion. 
The police did not proceed with the matter further. The matter has 
ended and another Id has come and gone. It would be impolitic now 
to revive the matter at this stage. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why steps have not been taken to conduct the case pro- 
perly in view of the fact that the Hon’ble Minister himself is not 
satisfied with the way in which the case has been handled? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is that a personal opinion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es. If the Law officers conduct the case in a 
particular way, Government cannot help it. 

Mr. ABtlUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many adjournments were taken by the police for 
submitting their report? 
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Mr. SPEAKERS That is entirely a judicial matter. It may be 
very bad, but still it is a matter which cannot be helped. 

x 

River Titas in Brahmanbaria subdivision. 

•159. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware that the river Titas in the subdivision of Brahmanbaria in the 
district of Tippera has silted up in many places, especially near Akhaura 
Jute centre in the subdivision of Brahmanbaria? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
consider the desirability of taking steps to remove the silting up of the 
river and to have a deep khal opened between the village Ujanishar and 
the opposite side of Akhaura? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Gossimbazar): («) Yes. 

(b) No. Neither proposal is feasible. The question whether an 
alternative boat route from Akhaura to the Meghna river will be 
feasible via the re-excavated Kuruliu kfutl is, however, under investiga- 
tion. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answer was laid on the table) 

Inspectors of Factories. 

59. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Commerce and Labour Department he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing from January, 1940, to January, 1941, — 

( i ) the number of cases filed against the presses by the Factory 
Inspectors — 

(1) under the Payment of Wages Act, and 

(2) for the violation of the Factories Act; and 

(u) the results of these cases? 

t. 

(5) If no cases were filed by the Inspectors of Factories under those 
Acts, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 
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MINISTER in charg* of ttw COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART* 
MENT (the Hon’M* Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): {a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(•&) No case was filed under the Payment of Wages Act during the 
year because no such case arose. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstirred question 

No. 59. 

(a) (i) (1) Nil and (2) Seven. 

(it) Four cases ended in conviction and fine, two in warning and one 
case was withdrawn. 

Distribution of notes on the working of departments. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, we find that both in the ease 
of Agriculture and in the case of Industries, the notes on the working 
ot the department are laid on the table just on the day when we begin 
discussion. May i ask the Government through you if such notes 
cannot he distributed earlier? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think th is should he done a day before. I will 
instinct the lion’ hie Minister accordingly. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

43— I ndust rie&— I ndustr ies. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion ot His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Its. 19,19,000 he granted tor expenditure under the head “43 — 
1ml ustries — Industries.” 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Sir, 1 leg of you and the 

Hou'hle Minister to see that the Hon ’hie Minister does not unneces- 
sarily take up the time of the House as, after all, he wants constructive 
suggestions from this side of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We h ave to finish within two hours and guillotine 
will fall at 12 o'clock. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHANuSir, the House has had 
an opportunity in the meantime to look into the details of the schemes 
included in the budget and without anticipating the views and 
criticisms of honourable members on them, I would just endeavour to 
impress on them that the programme we have provided for is as wide 
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as the resources at our disposal would permit. In the statement that 
has been circulated, I have referred to the limitations within which 
we have to work and explained the extent to which our hands are 
restrained in making our way according to our convenience. I would 
not take the time of the members by repeating them, but would once 
again request them to keep these limitations in view in examining 
the endeavours of Government towards the industrial advancement of 
the province. Bengal is pre-eminently an agricultural country and 
about 90 per cent, of her population depend on cultivation of the soil 
for their livelihood. They are the main producers of the country’s 
wealth, but as a community they are sunk in abject poverty. Their 
standard of living is extremely low, lower than that of any civilised 
community anywhere else in the world. These illiterate, indebted, 
ill-fed, ill-clad, ill-housed and disease-stricken millions are the real 
nation living in our villages. To drag them out of the rut and to up- 
lift them is the most patriotic work that a true nationalist can devote 
himself to. As the guardian of the welfare of the people, Government 
bus taken upon itself the task of ameliorating their condition in all 
possible ways. A serious attempt is being made to rescue them from 
illiteracy und ignorance and to make their common avocation, agri- 
culture, more paying than it has hitherto been. But the main item 
in the programme of their uplift must be to provide for them suitable 
cottage industries which they may engage themselves in either as sub- 
sidiary avocations during the months of their enforced idleness on 
account of suspension of agricultural activities, or even as wholetime 
independent occupations, and also to encourage and organize large- 
scale industries that will give employment to a large section of the 
agriculturists as labourers, thus relieving the heavy pressure on the 
land to a certain extent. In fact, the key to the solution of the 
economic problem we are faced with is the industrialisation of the 
country as rupidly as possible. Every step that is being taken by the 
Department of Industries in this province is directed to these ends. 
In spite of our obvious handicaps and in spite of all that critics might 
say to the contrary, there is no denying the fact that the contribution 
of the Government towards the industrial progress of the province has 
not been insignificant. Wheiever you may look to, you will be glad to 
observe that many people have learnt to think and enquire about the 
industries of the province. This intelligent interest in the industrial 
future of the province, this watchfulness and this awakening, are our 
rewards. It is, I should imagine, no small achievement. This 
nascent consciousness is hound to develop into a dynamic force in the 
fullness of time, and otiee we have succeeded in creating it, we may 
view the future with hope and optimism. 

Coming to the individual schemes included in the budget, I would 
first of all refer to the scheme for the marketing of cottage industry 
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products in Bengal at an estimated expenditure of Us. 2,2G,(>00. For 
one single scheme this is no douht a high estimate hut even so, this, I 
would submit, is just the beginning of a really big scheme which we 
have, in view. The scheme is based mainly on the recommendations of 
the Bengal Industrial Survey Committee and on its success would 
depend its further expansion, it would be rather late in the day tor 
me to seek to emphasise the importance of an efficient marketing 
structure, particularly in u province like ours where the small and 
cottage industries of slender resources constitute a very vital part of its 
economic life. The individual units of these industrial entei prises are 
quite insignificant in their dimensions, hut the sum total ol their out- 
put is by no means small. As revealed by the detailed surveys of only 
some of the more important cottage and small industries, their total 
annual output exceeds Ks. la erores in value annually. But the 
e<onomic position of these industiics is very unsatisfactory, for their 
production i> unorganised, their working methods are in most cases 
crude and antiquated and the marketing is largely controlled by middle- 
men. I have no axe to grind against the middlemen, nor do 1 under- 
estimate the services they render in their own wav by the provision of 
credit. But you will agree with me that they have not been always 
as sympathetic to the resourceless artisans and craftsmen as they (Might 
to have been, that they have not always paid adequately for their 
skilled labour and that their methods have seldom been unsullied by 
motives for exploitation. Unless the artisans, craftsmen and the small 
producers get a tair price for their products wherefrom would come 
their incentive to improve and their ability' to hold theii own in a com- 
petitive market!*' The present scheme intends to remove this handicap 
and to provide them with the means to produce letter and sell better. 
The scheme, 1 must make it clear, does not cover the entire areas of 
Bengal or all the important cottage industries hut, as 1 have already 
explained, on the basis of the results obtained from the operation of 
the scheme, we should enlarge it or initiate a more comprehensive pro- 
gramme as and when necessary. I trust the honourable members fully 
realise how very difficult is the task we have taken in hand. It 
involves an assault on strong vested interests and without the fullest 
measure of co-operation from the people the scheme can never succeed. 
I do hope that the honourable members, whose local influence is un- 
doubted, will be pleased to lend their good offices in assisting the 
measure towards success. 

The scheme I have just now' referred is to embrace a wide scope, 
but this is not the first time that the question of marketing has received 
the attention of the Government. In fact we have been long making 
endeavours to help the marketing of cottage and small products 
through a small marketing organisation, and it has been possible to 
establish business contacts not only in the different parts of India but 
15 
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even oversea* as a result of the efforts of this organisation. It may 
please the honourable members to know that the products of the cottage 
industries of Bengal may now be seen in South Africa, Australia, New 
Zealand and many other places where they were hitherto unknQwn. 
The volume of trade at the present moment may not be very big, but we 
can confidently expect that this will lead to a steady flow of business. 

Standardisation of production is an essential pre-requisite for the 
development of any industry. In our small and cottage industries 
this is a rare virtue and it constitutes a positive disadvantage for them 
in a competitive market. What is necessary to remove this unsatis- 
factory state of affairs is the constant application of research towards 
the improvement of productive techniques. But for such small units 
to have their own arrangements for research is unthinkable, and there- 
fore, it is of utmost importance that results of research, both in the 
direction of improved appliances as well as efficient implements, ought 
to be made available to them. There is already a very well-equipped 
laboratory for this purpose, but more intensive researches must be 
made with reference to specific industries with a view to building up, 
when resources should permit, a full-fledged Technological Institute. 
A beginning is being made with ceramics which has abundant 
possibilities ahead and needs technical assistance more than any other 
industry. The Institute which we hope to build will provide for 
research and training and is expected to remove a most formidable 
handicap of the industry. 

The weaving industry, particularly handloom weaving, has come 
very much to the forefront due to the recent appointment of a Fact- 
Finding Committee by the Government of India. This industry has 
been engaging the attention of the Government for the last four decades. 
Our organisation for helping the industry by providing technical 
assistance can be regarded as fairly comprehensive and if in spite of 
it the industry suffers, the reasons are to be sought in the interplay of 
economic forces over which we have little or no control. I have often 
heard of grievances against the Government about their lukewarm 
interest in the industry. I might assure honourable members that 
nothing could have been farther from the truth. Government turned 
to this industry long before any non-official organisation had seriously 
thought of it, and I may be permitted to observe, not without a sense 
of regret, that co-operation from the public* in the matter of the revival 
of the handloom weaving industry has never been forthcoming in the 
measure in which one might expect. It is not my purpose to find 
fault with anybody — a£l that is wanted is co-operation and more co- 
operation. The peripatetic weaving schools, which constitute a very 
important link in the chain of our organisation for providing training 
in the villages, are being further reorganised while provision for 
awarding grant for deserving institutions has also been made. For 
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hig her training, the Bengal Textile Institute at Serampore has been 
developed into a full-fledged textile technological institute with a 
most up-to-date range of equipments. With a view to making the 
training as practical as possible and suited to the requirements of the 
trade-, the Director of Industries has recently initiated negotiations 
with the Bengal Mill-owners’ Association who have agreed to offer 
their assistance not only in the matter of preparation of a syllabus of 
studies and regulation of training but, what is more important, in 
considering the possibilities for their employment if they are satisfied 
about their efficiency and attainments. The member-mills of the 
Association are, as you know, the biggest employers and if they are 
pleased to look kindly to the Institute and take interest in its affairs, 
it will certainly be able to serve the cause of the industry in a still 
better way, and, at the same time, the students will also have an 
opportunity of practical application of their training. The Bengal 
Mill-owners’ Association certainly deserves our thanks for the promise 
of their assistance which the Government welcome with pleasure and 
hope that useful results will flow out of our concerted endeavours. As 
in the case of cotton, so also in regard to jute, we approached the 
Indian Jute Mills’ Association. The scheme for the training of the 
jute mill operatives was placed before the Association and their opinion 
was obtained about the plant and machinery proposed to he installed. 
It is contemplated to consult the Association almost at every material 
stage so that we may l>e sure of the steps we are taking and more 
because the members of the Association are the prospective employers. 
The Association has been good enough to give us the assurance that 
in the event of vacancies occurring in the mills in such avenues of 
employment which are suitable for these trainees in the Institute, first 
considration will he given to the claims of such of the candidates as 
are trained in the Institute. We have reasons to feel satisfaction over 
these developments as they open out opportunities before the young 
students and at the same time help us to attain the objects for wdiich 
the schemes have been introduced. It is our intention to keep the 
closest touch with the trade and formulate the details of study strictly 
according to the requirements of the industry so that the training we 
seek to give may he of really practical usefulness. 

Corresponding to the Bengal Textile Institute we have the Silk 
Technological Institute at Berharnpore which imparts training in silk 
technology. The Silk Institute is the only one of its kind in India 
and possesses most up-to-date equipment, and to give it the finishing 
touch a provision of Rs. 29,215 has been made in the budget. The 
students who # will he turned out by the Institute will he equipped with 
a comprehensive knowledge, both theoretical and practical, about silk 
technology, and may he placed jn responsible positions in the silk manu- 
facturing concerns, or if they choose to start business of their own- 
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They will have enough experience for that. The machinery that we 
h,ave at the Institute has enabled us to prepare and submit counter- 
samples against the requirements of the Army for approval, and we 
confidently hope that we should be able to render substantial assistance 
to the industry in the near future. 

There is one scheme in the budget to which I would like to draw your 
particular attention. I refer to the scheme for testing the commercial 
possibilities of hand-made paper manufacture as a small scale industry. 
You will be happy to learn that the raw material intended to be used 
in this scheme is the water-hyacinth. As a result of the experiments 
carried out in the Department of Industries, it has been possible to 
evolve a process for the manufacture of paper and boards from water- 
hyacinth, but the commercial possibilities have not yet been tested. 
If it is found on test that paper of good quality is capable of being 
made from the plant, it will solve one of the most formidable problems 
that faces us to-day In providing a means for the economic utilisation 
of what was hitherto thought to be an unmixed evil. The demonstra- 
tions ahead \ given in the districts hn\e evoked a considerable interest, 
and it we are able to show that the methods are within the resources of 
the average villager and are calculated to yield a reasonable profit 1 
feel sure that the villager will take to the business with alacrit\. 

Another M-heme which must have pleased the honouiable members 
is the scheme for the revival of the Fisheries Depai tment . The House 
will recall that some years ago we requisitioned the services of a 
Fishery Expert from Madras to investigate into tin* possibilities of the 
fishery indtistn in Bengal. The report of the Expert indicated that 
such possibilities exist in an abundant meustiie and accordingly 
Government have deeided to ie\ive the Department. The abolition of 
the Fisheries Department some \ear> ago was not viewed with grace 
by the public and, indeed, the demand for its revival was pressed with 
increasing emphasis during the hot few years. Government them- 
selves recognised the necessity of such a Department, but they were not 
able to take an\ effective steps to this end due to finaneial handicap. 

I am. however, happy to inform the honourable members that it has 
been possible this year to provide funds for its revival. While in some 
of the other provinces such a Department exists and is doing excellent 
work in the development of their fish resources, it was very desirable 
that in Bengal, where fish is an important ingredient in the dietary of 
the people, where the possibilities of developing fish resources and 
certain allied industriei. are indeed very promising, a fully equipped 
Department should exist. I hope honourable members w t ill view with 
satisfaction the revival of the Fisheries Department and assist the 
Government with their advice and suggestions for its successful 
working. 
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Sir, I have just given a general outline of the provisions in the ■ 
budget and referred to the more important of the schemes which are 
likely to be of general interest. In the statement that I have 
circulated I have explained the details. I do not claim that wo have 
been able to achieve all that should have been achieved. In fact, our 
achievements do fall far short of our requirements. But 1 mas assure 
the House that the problems connected with the industrial development 
of the province have been engaging our best and sustained considera- 
tion. 

Sir, I shall not take up more of \ our time. It is obvious 
that no budget provision of a single year can meet the full 
requirements of a province. Our needs arc largo and expan- 
sive. Industrial progress can be achieved only by well-thought- 
out. long period planning. One year’s budget provision can only add 
a plank in the growing structure of our industrial development. If our 
present budget does not meet all our requirements, it provides all the 
same tor a substantial step forward. The possibilities of the schemes 
we are already working arc* being gradually realised. The benefits 
m«i\ not be widely known or telt as yet. lmt there is no doubt that they 
arc* being reaped b\ thousands ot our industrial workers in rural as 
well us urban areas The Government are coming more and more into 
the* economic lift* of the province, and t lie* public are growing more and 
more* industrially minded. We have laid our plans well, and we are 
expecting that in years to come* the cumulative* effects of our activities 
will bear ample fruit, in the* shape of a more* diversified and a more 
effective industrial development ot the* province. 

With tlie*se words, Sir, I commend m\ motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, 1 beg ie> move that the* 
demand of Rs. 10,10,000 for expenditure under t he* head “T'»— Indus- 
tries — Industries’’ be reduced by Its. 100. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is just one matter to which the House 
may agree. Mr. Biswas has moved a cut motion that the demand he 
reduced by Its. 100, but I find that there are four or five very important 
issues, namely, issues alw>ut war industries, planned scheme of rural and 
cottage industries, the Fisheries Department, etc. These issues are 
more or less of an identical nature and may be discussed on the; same 
cut motion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sfr, I want to ruise a 
discussion gtbout the development of indigenous industry in general and 
of rural and cottage industries in particular. I have just heard with 
rapt attention and pleasure fcbe flourishing statement of the Hon’ble 
Minister. Like other years, this year also the Hon'ble Minister has 



DEMAND FOE GRANT. 


{.15th Mabch, 

given us an assurance that they will do more for industries, although 
they have not been able to do much. I thank the Hon’ble Minister for 
having confessed that neither he nor his Department has been able to 
do much about the development of industries. It is useless to strike 
a fallen enemy (Laughter.); so I shall not indulge in abuses or bitter 
criticisms against the Minister and his Department. But, Sir, I 
cannot help submitting that in spite of the richness of the statement 
and in spite of the big promises underlying the statement, I do not find 
any clearly defined policy behind the development of industries. Sir, 
I view industry from two points of view. One feature of industry is to 
produce national wealth — not only to produce the necessaries of life of 
the people living in this country, but also to produce some more to 
bring money from outside by selling them. This is one feature. The 
other feature is to give employment to those persons who are otherwise 
unemployed. These are the two main features. 

Now, Sir, in the socio-economic structure of our province, I find 
that industry holds the second position in order of importance. The 
elementary necessity of a man’s life is to get food, and to get food and 
other necessaries of life one must have some means of livelihood. In 

our province, what are the main scientific means of livelihood P In 

order of importance, Agriculture comes first, then comes Industry, then 
with the products of Agriculture and Industry come Trade and Com- 
merce. Then, Sir, comes Profession and after that comes Service. In 
this country, which is mostly agricultural. Agriculture has got a very 
important part to play. It not only engages the major portion of the 

population by giving them their means of livelihood, hut it also 

produces our food and raw materials for the purpose of Industry. We 
are fortunate that Bengal offers sufficient scope for supply of raw 
materials 

Industry comes second in order, because it can give employment to 
millions and in the soeio-eoonomie structure of this country w*hich has 
been built long centuries ago we find that these two means — I mean 
Agriculture and Industry — have played important parts. Sir, when 
we go to the village, we find that the skeleton of that socio-economic 
structure still exists to-day. We find so many cultivators in the village 
and so many industrialists — I mean artisans, weavers, potters and the 
like— and the village population is mostly composed of these people. 
This was the way how the socio-economic structure of this country was 
built. To-day, Sir, we find that not only we do not produce the 
necessaries of life in this province, but also our industries have been 
either killed or are dying. It will not be news to the members of this 
House to know that we consume about Rs. 13 crores worth of mill-made 
cloth, of which Bengal can produce only Bsi 2 crores worth. The rest 
comes from outside. We consume about 3 lakh tons of salt, of which 
almost the entire quantity comes either from Karachi or from elsewhere. 
We consume about 2$ lakh tons of sugar; that also comes from outside. 
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Then, Sir, the Bengalis consume mustard oil. The House will be 
astonished to hear that more than 50 lakhs of rupees worth of mustard 
oil is being imported into Bengal. These are the daily necessaries of 
life: For these ne cessa ries of life, we have to depend upon provinces 
and countries outside Bengal. Cannot Bengal produce all these articles? 
No. We have got sufficient raw materials and still we cannot produce 
them. Why? Because we find the chief ingredient for the develop- 
ment of the industry absent — I mean the capital. 

Sir, this is the usual state of things in Bengal. I can tell the 
House that many private enterprises have failed not for want of 
trained people, not for want of mechanical labour, but for want of 
capital. This is the main cause of their failure. I ask the Govern- 
ment : Have they given their attention to this aspect of the develop- 
ment of industry? I find from the budget, Sir, that no provision has 
been made towards this — neither for the development of industries to 
produce our daily necessaries of life or other big or small industries, 
nor for the development or revival of the cottage ami rural industries. 
So far as capital is concerned, I find two provisions, one of which is 
the sum of Rs. 50,000 under the head “State aid to Industries. “ 
Last year also the sum of Rs. 50,000 was provided in the budget under 
that head. But in the revised budget only Rs. 25,000 has Wen 
provided. The other provision is of a sum of Rs. 40,000 provided tor 
industrial credit syndicate. I know that it was an institution started 
under the auspices of Government. For what purpose? To finance 
small industries. Now that organisation was Wing given a subsidy of 
Rs. 20,000 a year. Four years have passed and only one year's subsidy 
has Wen granted to that institution. Two years’ subsidy is in arrears, 
and I find a provision for the payment of the two years' arrears to that 
Institute. No further provision has been made; nor is there any other 
source through which Government may help industries. Last year I 
drew the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to this aspect of the case. 
You may train people. You may have many training institutions. 
You are spending about Rs. 7,22,000 for industrial education. Good! 

I don’t demur to that. But what will the trained people do unless 
they get capital? 1 ask the honourable members of this House to 
consider this question. Many people have got themselves trained not 
only in Government institutions but also elsewhere. But whenever you 
ask them “What are you doing?” they say “We have got the training, 
but neither do we get service, nor do we get capital to start industries,” 
This is the state of things prevailing in Bengal. 

• 

Then,’ Wrew the attention of the Hon’ble Minister also to the 
example of Japan. The development policy of Japan is not very old. 
It is only six years old. Within six years Japan has done wonders. 
How could Japan find capital? The Government of Japan could find 
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capital, because the only policy behind the development of her indus- 
tries was to produce national wealth and to give employment to the 
people of Japan. That was the underlying policy which guided Japan 
to develop her industries. I shall presently show how this policy is 
wanting here in our province. Our Government do not look at the 
development of industries from that point of view. Had Government 
done that, they also could get adequate capital, and the Hon’ble 
Minister could have said to-day, “Yes, we have provided money and we 
are providing some other facilities for the development of industries 
including production of the daily necessaries of life.” From sunrise 
to sunset what we ourselves consume every day we purchase mostly 
from other people. We are thereby getting poorer every day. Bengal's 
is the richest soil and Bengal was the richest province — “ , 

“f^TT *tTWl M — but this Bengal has become very poor to-day. 
Why P Because the people of Bengal are the biggest consumers and 
even for obtaining their daily necessaries of life, they are sending tons 
of money outside Bengal. So. I drew the attention of the Dou ble 
Minister to follow the example of Japan in finding money for the 
development of industries. But lie paid no heed to what 1 said. I find 
from the report of the Industrial Survey Committee that tlie\ have 
submitted u proposal for u marketing organisation. That marketing 
organisation, they have said, involves investment of capital b\ Govern- 
ment or under Government patronage. They have submitted a scheme 
for Its. 5,54,4*12, of which Its. d, 50, 000 is for capital to he supplied to 
the hand loom weavers and hell-metal workers. They sty that this 
marketing organisation will not be able to work unless it can supply 
finance. In order to protect the handloom weavers and bell-metal 
workers from the clutches of mtihtijttn*, the Industrial Survey Com- 
mittee have submitted that scheme. They have reported that a sum 
of Es. d. 50.000 is required to he advanced to the hand loom weavers and 
hell-metal manufacturers of a limited area. I don’t«mind that. But 
where is the provision for Its. d, 50, 000 in the budget? 1 find that 
under the head “Marketing organisation” there is a provision of 
Its. 2, ‘JO, 000. But the committee have recommended a scheme involving 
expenditure of Rs. d, 50, 000 tor finance ami more than Rs. 2 lakhs for 
organisation. 1 would ask the Hon 'hie Minister whether any capital 
has been provided. 1 was telling the House about Japan. How did 
Japan find the necessary money? The Japanese Government started 
an Industrial Bank guaranteeing interest, and thus they induced the 
public to invest their money. That was how money came into the 
bank. Heavy industries and big industries of Japan have been supplied 
with finance by that bank. Besides, in many big industrial institutions 
the Japanese Government are shareholders. «. 

Last year Mr. Abdulla-al Mahiuood suggested the establishment of 
a spinning mill in Bengal. You wilKbe surprised to hear that our 
handloom weavers and hosiery manufacturers purchase their yarn 
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cent, per cent, from outside Bengal. That cost them no less than 
Rs. t‘H crores. When I suggested, let a spinning mill be established 
with the help of Government, my suggestion was not accepted. But 
when a party member, Mr. Abdulla-al Mahmoud, raised that question, 
the Hon’ble Minister rose up and said, “We shall give due considera- 
tion to it.” Personally speaking, when I heard that. 1 arranged for a 
sum of about Its. K> lakhs to be subscribed, provided Government would 
subscribe Rs. "> lakhs. But to consummate that proposal nothing has 
been done, and I do not know what the Hon’ble Minister will snv to 
that to-night. I may remind him that the Japanese Finance Minister 
i*. a shareholder in almost all the big industries there. 

For the development of industries. you are spending about 
Rs. 9,50.000 during the next year. You will find the details in the 
budget. I have no time to-day to scrutinise the details, I ask the 
honourable member" theniM-hes to look into the budget. The major 
portion oi the amount budgeted for U spent on establishments, pay of 
officers, etc., and onl\ a few rupees here and then* for the real purpose*. 
The Hon'hle Minister often >a\ in repl\ to what we say on this side, 
that w e do not sugge-t anv constructive programme, and that when we 
suggest anything, our suggestion becomes unworkable. Instead of 
sa\ing that, they can easily reply to our discussions -aying, “Yes, I 
have heard you. but I do not want to reply to you,” because they have 
got the majority of votes behind them and they will be able to carry 
anything they like. But that is not the way in which a popular 
Government should move. A popular Government must have a definite 
policy. The industrial policy must be to produee national wealth. 
The policy must be to give employment to as many persons as possible. 
Tlie Rouble Minister in his speech has started by saying that millions 
of our half-fed and ill-clad agriculturists are suffering from untold 
miseries and that 'Government would come to their help. What do 
they want? They want some lobd and to purchase that food they 
want some money. To earn money they must have some means of 
livelihood. You have already admitted that agriculture is no longer 
paying. and there is too much pressure on land, But may I ask what 
have Government done to divert the agriculturists from the land F At 
least 40 per cent, of the agriculturists should be diverted to big indus- 
tries and other occupations. What have you done in that direction Y 
What have you done for the development of rural industries to add to 
the income of the rural people? I suggested to the Hon’hle Chief 
Minister in 1907 a scheme costing Rs. •*» crores. f suggested that a 
company with a limited capital of Rs. 5 crores for financing rural 
industries. should be started to supply finance for rural industries and 
I wanted Government to subscribe towards the capital. I also said that 
if Government would guarantee the dividend, the required capital would 
be forthcoming from the public. Sir, I want the revival of cottage 
industries by pooling the huge man and bullock powers in the villages* 
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We have heard much that the man-power and the bullock-power of 
our country are being wasted. For six months the man-power is wasted, 
and the bullock-power for nine months 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are entering into a dangerous zone, Mr. 

Biswas: (Laughter.) 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: When speaking about bullock- 
power he has been looking to that side of the House (indicating the 
Treasury Bench). (Laughter.) 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope, Mr. Biswas, you will conclude your speech 
•now, and then Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal will speak. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I shall conclude in a minute, 

*$ir. 

As my time is up, I shall conclude by saying that we will not be 
satisfied by a curt reply of the Hon’ble Minister that the suggestions 
we offer are impossible to be given effect to. Please do not do that. 
It wdll not pay you. The time is fast coming when you will have to 
face the people and tell them what you have actually done for them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would suggest to the Leader of the Opposition 
to kindly consider one important point that has struck me in the course 
•of this budget debate. From the experience I have had so far, I find 
that the fifteen minutes’ time given to a member to speak is too short ; 
•but I am sorry to say that I am handicapped in the matter on account 
•of the fact that there have always been a large number of speakers who 
-want to speak. If, however, it is possible for all the parties belonging 
to the Opposition to agree, at least during the budget debate, that each 
party will select one member from its group as its spokesman and that 
no other member belonging to that party will speak, he can speak for a 
much longer time, if necessary, and do justice to the subject under 
•discussion. Instead of putting up five speakers from one group, let 
one member belonging to that group speak on the subject so that he 
may get an opportunity to deal with the question as exhaustively as 
possible. 

Mr. SARAT OHANDRA BOSE: We shall consider your suggestion 
and see what can be done. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, to quote 
the Hon’ble Minister himself, he delivered a very good essay upon 
“industry” to-day, but unfortunately if it is to be accepted as an assay 
of fulfilment, I submit it stands out merely as a record of pious 
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platitudes and promises, and of little fulfilment. And, Sir, as against 
ike inaugural speech of the Hon’ble the Minister my friend Mr. Biswas 
succeeded in making out a very strong case not merely in details but 
conceived in the fullness of his passion ; and ou behalf of the Opposi- 
tion he has not only showed over anxiety to give constructive sugges- 
tions to the Government, but has also expressed disappointment that 
the Government is absolutely impervious to our suggestions, however 
valuable they may be. For the purpose of my debate I will only con- 
centrate upon the question of development and introduction of war 
industries in our province. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Hon’ble the Minister’s bulletin seems to be so 
unreal and the budget that has been presented on the “Industries” side 
is also so unreal because it is divorced from the context all around. In 
September, 1939, when war broke out, we were dragged into commit- 
ments so far as the war is concerned, and volleys after volleys of legis- 
lation reminded us that we were no longer in times of peace, but that w p e 
were in the vortex of war. From that time sensible people are com- 
plaining that we are being induced to commitments, but w p e are not 
being taken into confidence, so far as war preparations are concerned. 
But probably at that time Great Britain did not think that the war 
would extend over unanticipated horizons, and probably Great Britain 
did not expect the intensity of the war would also extend so much. 
To-day war is not only affecting the very foundation of the British 
Empire, it has not only attacked the citadel of the British Government, 
but the war has extended its arms beyond hills and climes which the 
B/itish people did not apprehend at the beginning. To-day there is no 
denying the fact that India, at least Bengal, which is still considered 
to be a most valuable part of the British Empire, is ou the verge Of 
war, if the professions of the Government and of the sjM>keHjneii of the 
Government are to be believed. To-day we are being treated to black- 
outs; we are being warned about the preparations that may be necessary 
for digging out safety trenches ; we are also being reminded that evacua- 
tion may be necessary. So, plainly speaking, if these warnings are 
sincere, if these performances are genuine, if they are real indications 
of the true things, then we are already in the midst of war. But the 
question is what have we done in relation to war industries ? Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, the question of war industries considered in a narrow 
compass can be divided into two sides. It has actually got a side of 
fighting, and it has also got a side of the defensive and other prepara- 
tions. I know, Sir, that so far as military preparations are concerned, 
we are handicapped by the limitations of the law, and that the Bengal 
Goverument*have no discretion or independence in this matter. But all 
the same we feel that, and in this connection I would refer to your own 
Convocation address when yotf referred to the imperative necessity of 
taking up military preparations to-day. Now, Sir, if it be a fact that 
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the Government of Bengal is under limitations and that the final say 
in the matter lies with the Central Government, since territorially 
Bengal is nearer the war afcne, we ought to bring every pressure that 
we can upon the Central Government to * concentrate resources and 
schemes upon war industries so far as Bengal is concerned to-day. 
Reading from newspapers like an ordinary man in the street, I am 
made to feel that Bengal is in danger from the side of the Singapore 
base. We are also made to feel that Bengal is in danger from the side 
of Sikkim. We are also made to feel that the Burma front is not as 
safe as before, that is to say, from the suppressed news, from the driblets 
of the news that come out in spite of attempts to suppress them, we 
find that Bengal is in danger from at least these three sides. Well, 
this means preparations — preparations both offensive and defensive. 
80 far as preparations for the offensive are concerned, even if it is not 
possible for us to go into the construction of a large number of 
aeroplanes, to go into the question of preparing dive-bombers, to go into 
the question of the preparation and manufacture of arms and ammuni- 
tions, Dum Dum bullets, etc., we must compel the Central Government 
to realise the necessity of the situation, and also compel the Central 
Government to start factories and industrial enterprises which can give 
us in the course of a short time all the necessaries for taking an offen- 
sive, if necessray. Here, the demilitarisation of the previous Govern- 
ment is still holding the day, and in spite of what the Hon'ble Ministers 
and other bigger men can talk ghbh about black-outs and security 
trenches, the fact remains that we are still a victim of the old policy of 
the Britishers that we must conti ibute to their war preparations, hut 
we cannot make preparations for our own safety. 

Then, Sir, comes the question of defensive policy. Even if offen- 
sive is not permissible, our defensive is certainly necessary. And if 
wc could know how to exploit the resources of our province, certainly 
to-day we ought to go in for the manufacture of a large number of anti- 
aircraft bombers, we ought to go in for tin* construction of boats at 
least analogous and parallel to C-boats, mi that we could sabotage 
enemy ships when the\ conn*. We should take all defensive prepara- 
tions and our industries should at once go to the lull and see to the 
introduction and upkeep of such factories in course of a short time. 

Then, Sir, apart from these questions, even on the question of the 
safety which is indicated by the black-outs and other panic-mongering 
measures, I submit, our resources cau be exploited even to-day and we 
can and ought to go in for taking steps in an industrial way which 
will meet th^ exigencies of the situation. Jute has been talked to a 
point of annoyance and nausea on the floor of the Hous^'and outside, 
but has the Government of Bengal ever thought that this jute, this 
vexatious and annoying jute, can be used for the purposes of safety 
which is indicated by the black-outs in Calcutta Y While sand-bags 
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have been a necessity not only in previous warfare but also in this war, 
we have sold our jute for the preparation of sand-baps for other 
territories. What has the Government of Bengal done with regard f o 
the necessity of sand-bags even in this great city ot ours? The great 
commercial houses, the factories, even the jute mills of the British 
vested interests can also be made to use the numerous bales of jute 
that are going abegging and in Bengal, in course ot a few months’ 
planned work, numerous industrial enterprises ran be used for the 
purposes of manufactures of plenty of sand-bags. Well, so far as the 
Calcutta citizens are concerned, nobody will grudge spending some 
money for having sand-bags to be placed on the terrace of all the private 
or public buildings. This will not only mean an industrial enterprise 
in the direction of war, but it will make people work-minded, it will 
make them feel the necessity ot grappling the situation, it will at the 
same time serve as a valuable aieiiue for utilising the ehiet resources 
<*1 the province which qre now causing so much vexation and anno, \ mice 
to the Ministry in our province. 

Then, Sir, I come to the oilier question* ot market. You know, 
Sir, that whenever war breaks out it mean* a market tor even industrial 
province. Apart from the question that Bengal is now in lh<* midst 
ot war, the war market is there which we ought to use to the fullest ot 
our resources For example, Sir, our sugarcane factories produce not 
only sugar, but also a liquid in which there is a large percentage ot 
dlcohol. You know, Sir, that in Mysore alcohol is made compulsoril.\ 
mixuble with some quantity ot petrol tor consumption there, that is to 
say , t lie sugarcane factories in Mysore are not on 1 \ profiting from the 
point of view of sugar, but they are also profiting from the point of 
\ iew ot alcohol which is being put to other subsidiary uses. Here in 
Bengal we have got plenty of mills, The alcohol that will come out 
of these mill* will not only give u* diversified use, but it will imme- 
diately give us a direct use in the matter of locomotive purpose. We 
can use ii foi aeroplanes, we can use it for other locomotive transport, 
and we can not only use it here but we can also by the ptoeesses d 
commercial undertakings send it to the direct war-a fleeted legions for 
Use and consumption. It means some industrial progress in our 
province. 

Sir, when we read of parachutes in the foreign countries, we here 
feel the necessity and possibility of possible utilisation of silk of my 
poor Murshidabad and my friend Mr. Atul Kumar s Maldu. b ell, silk 
is a burning necessity in the international war market for war purposes. 
Why is it to-day that we cannot exploit silk for.the purpose of construc- 
tion of a lajjge number of parachutes? We can sell them, if not to 
Germany, at least to our dubious friends to the left. It is extremely 
necessarj' for them. It will not be an act of grace or charity for them 
to purchase our silk for their parachutes. It will be a matter of vital 
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interest for them to come forward and purchase onr commodities. It is 
only to-day that Government as usual is devoting leisurely attention to 
this matter. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the question of ration, Holland has turned 
out bankrupt in the matter of butter. Ordinary ration not only for 
military purposes but also other purposes is running out in England and 
in the continent. Sir, if we could know how to use our own cattle 
breed, we could exploit the resources of cattle wealth. We could not 
only manufacture large quantities of butter and pasteurised milk, but 
we could put our milk to diversification of use and to the ultimate 
benefit of our province. 

Then, Sir, we could use our industrial enterprises for manufacture 
of glass and electrical goods. We know to our cost to-day that on 
account of the war, glass and electrical goods have gone high up. Sir, 
it is necessary that Government should take the initiative in this matter 
and should go in for a large number of industrial concerns which will 
exploit the war market not only for the day, but which will exploit war 
market for the ultimate industrial acceleration of the province. 

One word more, Sir, and that is about shellac. In the previous war 
I know in my district, in the Jangipur subdivision of which my friend 
Mr. Martuza ltaza Chowdhury is the proud representative, while the 
price per inaund of shellac was Rs. 70 to Rs. 80, to-day in spite of a 
bigger war, shellac is selling at Rs. 8 to Rs. 9 per maund. Sir, dye 
and chemicals and all these things are practically dried up in Bengal’s 
market. We cannot only fill up our market for our own purposes by 
introducing chemical industries and dyeing industries, we can also sell 
them to the war market for easy and rapid use. 

Sir, many other things could have been said, but as the blue light 
is there, I will try to conclude and, in doing so, Sir, I would appeal to 
the Ministers to consider one aspect of the matter. The Governor and 
the Government have been trying to raise war fund throughout the 
province. These contributions are more involuntary than they are 
voluntary. We do not know where these funds are going, but if 
to-day Government come out with a plan of setting forth industrial 
enterprises, not only will the contributions be voluntary, but that the 
quantity and the volume of contributions will rise. For example, the 
case of a poor man, which has been cited by my friend Mr. Nishitha 
Nath Kundu of Diuajpur, whose Rs. 2 for medical purposes was 
snatched away for war contribution, these two rupees and many other 
two rupees and two thousand rupees will be forthcoming. If they 
would tell the people of Beugal to-day that Government are going to 
undertake industrial enterprises which will not only be helpful for 
meeting the war situation but will also help the province in getting 
hold of the war market, then these peopfe will oome in their thousands 
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and millions just to constitute a limited company. Government may 
take the initiative. No money is necessary for the Government. 
Millions and millions of rupees will be forthcoming from all classes of 
people, and they will be glad to contribute their poor mite and, in thia 
way, .we shall have a nucleus of very helpful fund and with the help of 
planning committee let us go ahead in this direction and undertake 
enterprises which will be for the ultimate strength of the province and 
which will place the province on a royal road to prosperity. (Applause* 
from Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to say a few 
words on the main motion now before the House. In moving the 
demand for grant for “Industries 0 in 1937, the Hon’ble Minister then 
in charge said that “fish is the only principal diet to us Bengalis aud 
the fish industry, I am sure, has got a great future before it, and it is. 
expected to bring additional wealth and prosperity to the country if a. 
proper survey is made by Government.” The Hon’ble Minister went 
on to say that “Fish, which is sold in Calcutta, is sold at a high rata 
and fish is caught at all times of the year. It does not give the small 
fries the chance to grow* up.” 

The promised survey has been made, but the facts remain the same. 
Fish is still an important article of diet for the people of the province,, 
hut it is still expensive. The fishermen are being exploited and to» 
quote the words of the Special Officer — 

“In the general exploitation there is no co-ordination between the 
different interests, each vying with the others how to make 
the most profit. In consequence of this state of affairs, the 
fisheries are badly deteriorating and the condition of the 
fishermen is extremely unsatisfactory.” 

We have listened with interest to what the Hon’ble Minister has had 
to say on the subject this morning, but in the light of the report of the 
Special Officer, I submit, Sir. that the sum being voted for the revival 
of the Department of Fisheries is totally inadequate if it is the inten- 
tion of the Government to tackle and deal with this problem seriously. 
Whilst it is realised that the question of fishery rights is a very com- 
plicated one and that the rights and interests of those engaged in the 
trade must be protected, the Government should try to take immediate 
practical steps to overcome the difficulties which seem to stand in the 

way of fish being sold in Calcutta at reasonable rates. 

• 

I underajpnd it is the intention of Government to appoint a Director 
of Fisheries, who is expected to be a first class expert and also an 
administrator. I do not know the salary which is to be offered to the 
Director of Fisheries, but if it' is, as I am led to believe, somewhere in 
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the region of Rs. 700 to Rs. 1,000 per mensem, I say that the right man 
for the job will not be found. An administrator might be obtained for 
Its. 1,000, but to get an expert administrator for the same amount i& 
impossible. 1 would ask the Hon’ble Minister to search the highways 
and byways and get the best man possible. This is a source of national 
wealth lying untapped which Government should do everything possible 
to realise, but it will be necessary on the part of Government to see that 
•any schemes they put into operation get a fair chance, because all work 
which has hitherto been done has failed either through mismanagement 
or aggressive boycotting by vested interests. Unless the “Ring” 
which now seems to monopolise the industry is broken, the efforts of 
Government will he in vain. 

With reference to the remarks made by my honourable friend on 
war industries, he will know, I am sure, that Engineering Works are 
working flight and day on the manufacture of shells. Factories which 
hitherto have been employed on jute webbing for which markets have 
been lost are now enagaged in the manufacture of cotton webbing 
equipment. Apprentices are being trained so that the work of manu- 
facture of shells and other war materials including the cotton webbing 
equipment is being extended. Black-out materials made from jut< j 
lined with paper and jute lined with rubber are also being manufai- 
tured in this province. 

With reference to his remarks about sand-bags, sand-bags have 
hitherto not been able to stand up to the weather. Research has gone 
on. We have now been aide to get over the difficulties and rot-proof 
sand-bags are now being placed on the market. The Government >t 
Bengal are going to try from next week samples of rot-proof sand- 
bags, and I am sure sand-bags will take their proper place in A R P 
work. 

With regard to the scheme for marketing of cottage industry pro- 
ducts in Bengal, I have read with great intciot the Bulletin on Hand- 
loom Cotton Weaving Industry iu Bengal, the Report on the Survey 
of Brass and Bell-Metal Industries in Bengal, and the Interim Report 
on Marketing of Cottage Industry Products by the Bengal Industrial 
Survey Committee. Throughout these reports we are told that the 
artisans are at the mercy of the mahajans. The setting up of depots 
nt an expenditure of Rs. 2,26,000 seems to me to be a very expensive 
way of getting the weavers and brass-workers out of the hands of the 
mahajans. 

The objects behind this marketing scheme are admirable in them- 
selves, hut unless hacked by enthusiasm, and I may say a certain 
amount of idealism, the whole scheme is bound to fail. I have had the 
opportunity of seeing such centres working in Congress Provinces. 
There the workers connected with the depots and co-operating with the 
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spinners and weavers have been men who have been imbued with ideals 
for the uplift and welfare of the people, and although I may not agree 
w'ith the economics of the movement, I cannot but admire the spirit 
behind it. 

I understand that the Hon’ble Minister expects to establish the sale 
and supply depots — two for brass and the bell-metal articles and two for 
handloom weaving products — in selected centres during the course of the 
year. Before that the right men have to be appointed, and this is 
going to be difficult in view of the fart that the posts will only be 
temporary. In these appointments, however, 1 hope that the recom- 
mendations of the Survey Committee be kept in mind, and none but men 
specially qualified for the work be appointed. It lias been admitted 
up to date that the co-operative movement has failed to help in achiev- 
ing what the Hon 1 hie Minister has in mind. In view of nil the diffi- 
culties, might I respectfully suggest to the Hon’hle Minister to con- 
sider the suggestions put forward by un honourable member of this 
House. Mr. I). P. Khuitan, in his speech on the budget debates in 1937. 
He suggested that the merchants should be induced to put their hands 
to the business and, knowing flu* market, they could give the raw 
materials to the weavers and take from them the finished products and 
pa\ the workers on a piece-work basis which could l>e laid down bv 
Government. Mr. Khaitan felt thut if bis suggestions were acted 
upon, there was no reason whatever why the handloom industry in this 
province ‘should not improve. In the report which I have jiiHt mentioned 
on handloom weaving, it is suggested that t lie industrial co-operative 
societies -diouM he brought into the purview of the Department of Indus- 
trie's It this were done, then the suggestion of Mr. Khaitan could 
receive further consideration, because he said that if the co-operative 
societies could carry on their work along parallel lines with the merchants 
who knew' their business, the co-operative movement would succeed and 
ultimatclv take the place of the merchants themselves. Government 
could supervise what the merchants were doing and also watch closely 
the work of the co-operative movement and decide when it would he 
possible for the co-operative movement to take over. After all, the 
Survey Committee have exactly in mind what Mr. Khaitan proposed 
when they say in their report thut they look forward as a result of these 
experimental depots, when their successful working has been demon- 
strated, it will be possible for Government to hand them over to com- 
mercial agencies or to co-operative societies of workers; otherwise they 
consider their scheme will have completely failed. If Mr. Khaitan’s 
suggestions could he acted upon, a process is *ut out and same ends 
are achieved *the workers would he taken out of the hands of mahaj/tm 
and Government would not have to risk the possibility of losing 2} 
lakh* of rupees. A «tmlv of the Rejort on the Survey of Brass and 
Bell-Metal Industry would show thut it is possible for the workers to 
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be cheated on weights. Last year the Hon’ble Minister told ns that 
he was considering the question of necessary legislation for the 
standardisation of weights and measures, and it would be interesting to 
know what the present position is. 

Sir, the House will observe I have confined my remarks to Marketing 
and Fisheries. As the industrialisation of this province continues, so 
will the handloom weavers disappear. It has happened in other 
countries, and it will happen here. It is the inevitable outcome of 
industrial development. During the transition stage schemes designed 
to help the workers will, I am sure, always have the support of the 
members of the House but such schemes, however admirable they may 
be, will not help the people or the prosperity of the province. Fisheries 
in my opinion offer the best prospect of increasing the wealth of the 
province. Tackled properly, with business realism and not in any 
academic manner, it would improve the economic position of the people 
and province and even provide the necessary funds for those schemes 
which have only sentiment as a reason for their support. 


Maulvi ABDUL WAHED : zfrrfU JTtOT. sarftfa 4 a stfrfc 

fro c*vm wr *vn hr i *\:*m*\ \ 

c^rf^T i & f-m to fra omus vfc hr H-m n frrs* 

^ v f| I ^5*I*T "3 ^F‘4l | (R 

(R -To ^51 

[ $mtt 4$ iim hr o?vn \ cfc fare* fa ^ 

fat^fas cfVr nn cstcro o\ ^ti vfa w ^ cstc^t i 

^ hr (?rfKOT =Hi ?n* v 5Ttm <Trfa* % i <tt ffa nmtom 

i ^rfQT'Q 'jfcj ofe ^nn j ?Pt- 

HktCH fanrfasTft, $t°r hs ortfri c=rf^i -acvc^ i ^^3 

^ of cpmvs 4iafa *rt arfcf« chr$ 

toft i ^ ftar ws fcps %r 

c? <spffa v'stv&i jprs ft* fr¥i fare wt' cstnrfa*? 1 ^hr 

»T5t*ffe 7 It^, ^tW 5^*1 SfaFi 4 Wl ’P 7TCW 

ft* «T 5 TF ^$ 1*1 ft v 5 tc*r WHH 

w ft^fa 3 ^?t- 7 rt*fr *r®?r vs wm? 

ft ^J«T fro%T, Of Hf fra ^FC? *?, 

4lt w rgt ffl , C5T6?t? 5 ft 

csfRflC^ 1 ^rfhr 3 Tot p tft 
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StRff TOT C&tOT ^kc>5> I 4$ 15tf% TOTT TOn TtRtT 'STfltTT 5R- 
TOlrOT fesrtTOT tot, vsIot $-j1\Sb^ tot TOn ITOf ^t* nfe fac ff fe 
tctt ^W’sf^r crofeR it!? 3 $\ # ot cwot c^tr^ cto:t $c$ 

TO TO^sfe TCI lol^CT^ CTl^f, (TFfe I 15t? TOtT 

tR^ tRi i — tRt tRo tRtt tti TtR sr, tt <, ?R tRi, 'Tfty 
to , fen 5 fe$ tt 1 ot Siot CT3 T1 ot fen wtfen ctcttj 

t#Rq#R Rf^R S’tfes 1 TO (feFtfer Tfet of? 1 m icr ifTO vjirr 
C5t^ feTO tot c^tecM* tit 1 4HC4 tR nroi TO 1 IM 1 totTt tot 
4 TOR 1 t$ clnrfeTO ^tr$ TfRs^t stR tot ttt tRt ^jfer ^tt 
fe to cncrcg to Rfrfe c^sti to$ 1 cn^ro fir tto 3 4TOR1 t$ 
siR toi cstcro 1 Tfim 4$ nr^ ?fei to fifes cro^fecT 1, 

CTfel Rt$ C5h TOOT fe? ntR TO tR \5tOT Cl '^111 <pi TOn toi 
TO CT <tfec$ TO? CltlflR CT$. (TT^Til TflTOT T?T3 TO$ 

fe? wfa to srfro Rot to to 5t$i ^ftcr cTO TOrra 

TOi'$ 'TOs t$ 3 TO to ^ fro tot ^ ir fro to fjto 

($ft TO05R I T^BT TO$ OTS TOll fe? C*f1 *fjCW OT i^fer CTO fet 
TORI I TfRs flOT T^OT *tn T#TO^t TOR ^ fi^ 

TOgfe ^ 1 totR TOlfe TOra, Tkira sRnt«m ^ 1 ^* ficirfl <3 

; rfe frot ^ c^tn tR cTO^ifei^ ‘ ,# r TOT, Ic^tt 0^1 *rtTOra & T5^’’ i 
"TO of? 5rt*?n crof ^ *r. n TO? Tot, ^n to? TO i ’tR TO ims 

3TCTOT C^ CTO TO 'i)C^ CTO CTTOl I ^ nR TO5 flHTO OT 

TOTOf c^# crfft TOi cro Rcro ifrfrs m 1 tot* sto cn Rot 
tii cq fer its TOti to ttto^ yrr -to toTOt fsrRrOT w iw 
sit? to otro? Rot cto TOfe tti^ ^ cto &v* rro 5 hr 
cTOfer 1 TO^R TStlfe TOT, TOR TO 4T Rfe ot Rn i TO Cl 
Rot tii to *tc^ (T fro TOi kip ciro< toot ortri t-c'^ot 

TO (T N fro TOOT *Tff Tiff 9tSfo % trfe^tOT TOJ *ffe CTtlRfer I 
‘TOTOTT TOtTO TOT TOOT^tfer ^IfRt ^fol^CT 6 ^ RfetTO OffCt TO 
TOR R, CTO, Tt^t, friOT TO CTO R I TO <7T^ 11 TOTOOT TOT^ 

toot oti toot Rot cttct yrfe tot gfefirs cttcto 

CTOT *n^t TOl TO I TOOT CTOl Rc? ItCTO TOOT OTl 

life TOT CTTOT^ I ( A Coalition member ; T1 TOR l ) "5t^ feOTl 

croR 4t m tot ctot flora fro Ra fe to j & tctot i 

CT TT C5^1 CftMOT TTt TTl" CTfOT^, OTTOTR CTO^ ?Rt 1 ?*R I 
TORI CT TTO Pffl OT3T1 CTfC^ TtRt? C?CT CTCTOT ^ST3 ^ TTO If^tTO 
^fen iict^*fi 1 ^rai 6 tto 'Tor Tiitfe itron i ^ra* 
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c< ic* ifi ^fw? ttto csfo vsfcsfw ^trsr «iwc®i i 

oth ter S^fe *??t? C5h crore? stro ^6\ 

?*tw c«pIcuUH I *tft ftfSp c?*Tc? ?t^n crot? c«if4 ftuH c4t# fefai 

C«f$ I fin *fftfr? *f? TO 1 * * C^tC$ I 4? *ftfc fro ^t*«!lm1 <iJTf5 ^Et? f*to, 
$prf*m ^ Ste$ *ro i *ttfc cztus (tr«t to? ?ft, ^? *Pr ?i c?ro ?f? 

TO TO ^Wl 51?, ?f^f% fc$ft C?TO feWPf? <H$lC43 SHC^I^ft 

o$tci *flf? $fro TO f?*xt? c? *ftfc ^t^tc'fcl ®*yt?, $1 tec*?? 

*rt'4t?t? sro tott c^trs *ttt? 1 fVi 

^ft*lK w ? ?3Sfr j r v Q^t fV 1 ^ c 1>J ?FC4H *Tt$ I C?tC«T ?tft (TTOfe 

FTC 6 fc? ^t? c? frt ?T#t ^tCS> 4? TOT vfr f?F| c?tc? fes *tttT?R 
TO ?R TO I , ®RNl ft^t? *ftC?? (MM OftC4<I 3 Ftt5> I 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH RAY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Ray, you don’t move your motion. You speak 
on Mr. Biswas’s motion. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH RAY: All right. Sir. 

Sir, the demand for fish in this province is very great and ever- 
increasing, and the fish wealth of the province in its deltaic area is 
enormous, but the history of the Department of Fisheries of the Govern- 
ment has been very sad and disappointing. It will be remembered that 
following the enquiry begun in 1906 by the late Sir K. G Gupta, an 
investigation was undertaken of the potentialities at the head of the 
Bay of Bengal and the steam trawler “Golden Crown” was used for 
the purpose. The experiment, however, proved a dismal failure 
financially for various reasons — the resistance of the vested interests, 
the lack of cold storage, and the delay involved in transporting the 
fishes to Calcutta, Fltimately in MW the Fishery Department was 
abolished on the recommendation of the Mukherji Retrenchment Com- 
mittee which reported ns follows: — 

“We accept the unanimous evidence received by us that this 
Department as now constituted is without value” — note these 
words — “and recommend its abolition. When funds per- 
mit” — note these words again — “it may be desirable to 
create a Fishery Department, but we consider that the 
present Department is not worth retaining.” 

I do not know whether the Government is now sincere in reviving 

and controlling the fishing industry, or is it merely one of those 

instances in which the budget has been inflated just to find excuse for 
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the recent taxation proposals. Supposing that the Government is 
sincere, I would point out to the Government that it will he confronted 
with various revenue and economic problems. The vested interests 
offered stout resistance previously and they are not likely to give up 
their resistance now. 

This Government in November, 19*18. appointed a Special Officer 
to examine all the connected problems including the possibility of 
State control of fish industry, and he submitted bis report as long ago 
as in December, 19*19, but the wonder is that that report lias not yet 
been printed or published or considered by the Government. Does it 
indicate sincerity on the part of the Government to help in the develop- 
ment of this industry ? I will ask t he Government to take note ot what 
the Government of Bombay has done in order to develop this industry. 
It has utilised the services of fast motor launches and. in co-operation 
with the fishing cominunitv there, it has been so successful that private 
individuals have invested in similar vessels for the purpose of transport- 
ing fish. I do not know the present poliev of the Government. The 
papers supplied by the Government do not give an \ indication in that 
direction, (hi the other hand, we find in t In* Blue Hook, at page H(>5, 
that out of the total demand of IN. SO, IKK) as much as IN. 56, IKK) has 
been put down as contingency Is if fair to the Opposition who are 
never taken into confidence to withhold details of tin* vciv heavy 
amount of Its 56,000 when the total demand is only IN HO, (Mil)? Or is 
it that \ our scheme is not readv yet and von cannot furnish any details 
Sir, the question is of great difficulty. T was rending the Bed Book 
which was published by Government incorporating the work ot the 
Government during the third year of the Provincial Autonomy in 
Bengal, and I found from a speech delivered by the Hon'hle Minister 
at page l.‘M that the question of fishery rights is very complicated and 
involves many’ revenue as well as economic problems. 

Before I conclude I must [mint out certain safeguards which have 
always to be kept in view’ in order that there mav he a real improve- 
ment ami development of this industry. You must' combine technical 
knowledge with a comprehensive organisation ; you must face with 
courage such revenue and economic problems as may come up; you 
have to free the fishermen from the tyranny of the capitalists and the 
matuijnnx; you have to bring about a fair adjustment of the rights of 
different interest* possibly on the lines of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
and last of all but not the least important, you must contribute to the 
augmentation of fish supplies and a reduction in the prices qf fish. 

• 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Mr Speaker, Sir. I 
like to speak on cut motions Nos. 65 and 66, which stand in m.v name, 
but I do not like to move them formally. My intention is to place 
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before the House and bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister the 
crying need of weavers and the necessity of developing the most 
important cottage industry of the country. 

Handloom weaving is decidedly the most ancient and the • most 
extensive cottage industry in the country. Its origin is 
lost in antiquity and, judging by the numerous references in 
old scriptures and ancient literatures to many varieties of cotton and 
silk-goods made in homes and used by people, it may be confidently 
stated that handloom weaving in some form or other is the relic of the 
beginning of human civilization. There waR a proverb, “When Adam 
wove and Eve span, who was then a gentleman ?” 

Even now Mug women of Oox’r Bazar in the district of Chittagong 
and the women of Assam are still pursuing the profession of weaving 
and are not married until and unless they learn the art of weaving. 
But 'vc became educated and civilized, and so we hate the weaver caste 
and do not make any relationship with them. This must go. We must 
adopt weaving as subsidiary or sole profession. 

At present there are Sl,2(>0 weaving families and UM),f>l 1 worker*. 
They manufacture cotton-goods worth about 5 crons. Each weave] ran 
produce cloth worth Its. 21 per month, but their income on labour does 
not exceed Its. 10 to 15 a month with the help of their family mcmher.v 
Their profits largely depend on the mercy of mahajans who supply them 
with yarn on credit, and middlemen. There are very few independent 
weaver families who can stand on their own legs and make decent income. 

I congratulate the Industry Department for introducing fly shuttle 
looms and replacing the old primitive looms. The following figures 
will show how the weavers adopted * it rapidly for increasing 
production : — 

1921. 1940. 

Total fly nhuttlo loom# in use in Bengal 53,040 94,000 

Total throw shuttle looms in use . . 97,954 42,300 

In this connection I cannot but mention the name of Mr. Hoogewerf, 
the then Principal of the Serampur Wearing Institute, to whom the 
Bengal weaving industry is largely indebted. 

Mr. J. A. L. Swan, i.c.s., stated in his Report on the Industrial 
Development of Bengal, 1915: — 

“There has been a 1 notable extension of the use of the fly shuttle 
in handlooms. This, however, does not seem to have been 
accompanied by as marked an increase in the prosperity of 
the weavers as might have b^en expected. The reason for 
this is that the great majority of weavers are in the hands 



1W1.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


243 


of mahajans and middlemen. He advances the yarn and 
the weavers have to return the same weight of cloth and they 
are paid for their labour. It is obvious that when the 
weavers are so dependent on the mahajans , .he is in a 
position to secure for himself the lion’s share of any increase 
in profits. While this state of affairs lasts, there is little 
likelihood of the handloom industry being organised by 
capitalists.” 

It may be said that the Go-operative Department has organised 
some societies and trained the weavers in weaving on improved looms 
with the grant of the Central Government. There is an Assistant 
Registrar of Industrial Societies and under him there nre marketing 
officers, weaving experts and supervisors. The designer distributed 
several new designs of marketable fabrics which the weavers utilised 
profitably. I have visited twice the Lady Abala Hose’s Weaving 
Society for Women at Dum-Dum and am highly satisfied with the 
production and design. There is a great demand for the production 
of the Society, and it is easily marketable. Each member is earning 
Rs. 10 to lo a month. I congratulate the Co-operative Department for 
this organisation. 

The causes of success. I find, are threefold : (i) the Government 
capital, (it) help of an expert teacher, and (hi) marketing officers are 
behind it. The Society members are not to worry for capital or di*- 
posing of the finished products. Hut such societies are ven few in 
comparison with the number of weavers still existing in Bengal . 

I therefore urge upon Government to advance a sum of Hs. ■’> lakhs 
at least on the basis of short-term crop loan societies as industrial short- 
term credit societies and distribute the money through the Provincial 
Bank and organisers of the co-operative societies. 

The Industrial Department should train the people and weavers and 
produce marketable fabrics, and the Co-operative Department should 
arrange for financing them by organising ‘‘mall credit societies and dis- 
posing of the finished products. These two Departments should work in 
co-ordination with each other and should try to develop the handloom 
weaving industry. 

I like to say about the necessity of starting a cotton spinning mill in 
Bengal purely for supplying yarn to the weavers at a low profit. Exist- 
ing mill production of yarn is not sufficient enough to cater to the 
needs of handloom weavers. Most of the cottdfc- mills in Bangui have 
their spinnirffc sections, but after meeting their own requirements, very 
little quantity of yarn is placed on the market. Necessarily, the hand- 
loom weavers have to purchase yarn imjtorted either from other pro- 
vinces or other countries 
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The total annual consumption of mill yarn by handloom weavers is 
about 28 million lbs., and the Bengal mills can supply about 16 
million lbs. after meeting their own demand, and 12 million lbs. 
imported yarn is used by the weavers. So, there is no overproduction, 
but on the other hand there is a great demand. If a cotton-spinning 
mill is established and Government purchase a substantial share and 
keep control over its management and supply yarn directly to the 
weaver societies on a lower profit, it would go a long way to uplift the 
poor weavers. 

The Government always complain that members could not foimulate 
any definite scheme which may be acceptable to the Government. 

I therefore most earnestly and sincerely submit this definite scheme 
for serious consideration and acceptance of the Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, before the Hon ble 

Minister replies to the general debate, I want to put him one question 
so that he may include it in his reply. Certain chemicals and dyes of 
the enemy firms were seized bv the Government of India and were 
handed over to the Government of Bengal, and they were instructed to 
sell them to local purchasers without any large profit. The Govern- 
ment of Bengal employed Messrs Ishpahani and Co. as agent* of the 
same. We understand that Messrs, Ishpahani and Co. are selling them 
at an unauthorized profit. If that is so, what is tin* attitude nt the 
Bengal Government to that question? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter for a question. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a print of order. Sii. Is it 
allowed to an honourable member to put a question in this form when 
you have already called ujkiu the IJon’hle Minister to reply to the 
debate ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. He has done it with my permission. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Can such permission he given? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That I can always give. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, is it allowed utder the rules 
of debate? 


Mr. 8PEAKER * Yes. The Hon’ble Minister has not yet begun. 
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Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, since this question has 
tyeen raised, 1 should like to confirm that there is a groat deal of dis- 
satisfaction being expressed and a number of complaints being made 
about the high prices which are being charged to the handloom industry 
in Bengal for these dye-stuffs. As this matter is under the coutrol of 
the Government, I think some explanation is due to this House on what 
is being done to rectify the position. I do not intend to make a speech, 
or to enter into controversial issues, but 1 have here a complaint which 
lends point to the very general dissatisfaction which is being expressed 
throughout the handloom industry in this province and which shows 
that the prices which are being charged to the handloom industry which 
have the fortune or misfortune of l>eing under the* wings of Government 
are such as are not justified under the present circumstances; 1 think 
some reassurance should be given by Government to this House on this 
matter which affects the i»oorer section of the industry in Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sii, so far as this (mint is 
concerned. I shall make enquiries and later on give a reply. 

Sir, I oppose the motion that has been moved. My friend 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas in hi*- usual \em has said that e\cn in res- 
pect of industry, the Government of Bengal has hitherto done almost 
nothing. He has cited instances in which Government in his opinion 
should have done even thing but have hitherto done nothing. For 
example, he says. — What have the Government of Bengal been doing 
with regard to salt*' My friend probably does not know that salt is not 
now the concern of the Provincial Government. That, Sir, lias been 
taken over by the Central Government. (Mr. St hk.mika Nmii Bisvvvs; 

I did not ask about salt, but about salt industrv.) I also meant salt 
industry. So far us the Provincial Government is concerned, Govern- 
ment are prepared to give every possible encouragement to the industry, 
hut hitherto the most difficult problem of the industrialists has been 
that they cannot manufacture salt that can he sold at a profit. There- 
fore, how to manufacture salt in the most economical wav is the problem 
of problems. So far as that question is concerned, Government have 
a scheme under consideration for giving them the projier advice. 

Then, Sir, what have the Government done, asked Mr. Biswas, 
regarding the supply of mustard oil? My friend does not know* that 
the Bengal mustard is very poor in oil content, and, therefore, the oil 
industry in Bengal cannot prosjier unless and until the breed of mustard- 
seed in Bengal is improved. For that purpose , # the Department of Agri- 
culture hac^taken adequate steps and if fruitful results enAie, then, T 
think, something will lie done in this direction. 

So far as the sugar industry is concerned, my friend has also referred 
to that — the industry has developed to such an extent that thi® 
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Government are reluctant to interfere. (Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas: 
In Bengal?) I refer to India. So far as Bengal is concerned, if more 
mills are not established, Government will be hardly justified to enter 
into competition with private enterprise. Then, Sir, my friend is very 
unhappy because what Japan has done has not been done by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, as if the province of Bengal stands on the same footing 
as the Japanese Empire, as if the Provincial Government of Bengal has 
the same control over its tariff and trade as has the Imperial Govern- 
ment of Japan. Sir, it is always easy to draw comparison, but can a 
Provincial Government like ours stand a comparison with the Imperial 
Government of Japan? The Government of Bengal has its own limita- 
tions, and 1 submit that what has been done within such limitations is 
the maximum that could have been done. I shall take into considera- 
tion some of the various suggestions that have been made, but the limi- 
tations we are labouring under must be understood bv everyone in the 
province. It is no use ignoring I hem and the various handicaps we are 
working under. 

Then, Sir, my friend, Mr. Kasankn Sekhar Sanyal, has referred to 
war industries. His speech wus a very refreshing one, and I think so 
far as my friend is concerned he has revised his policy in polities, and 
now 1 hope he will Ik 1 prepared to render every kind of help to the war 
efforts of the Empire. He has accused Government for not manufac- 
turing or not helping in the manufacture of anti-aircraft guns and 
similar other things. It shows that he is advocating the cause of the 
Government of Bengal rendering every help to the war efforts. It 
gives me an idea that my friend at least, if not his party, has changed 
his attitude towards India's war efforts 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: l>o you want us to die like 

cats and dogs? 

The Hon'blt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: But mv friend does not 
know that so far as the manufacture of anti-aircraft guns and other war 
materials is concerned, that is not the concern of this Government, but 
they are the concern of the Central Government 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: It is only a convenient way 
to evade 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, it is not correct on ymir part to 
interrupt the TloiPble Minister constantly in the midst of his speech, 
and it would l>e impossible for me to conduct the proceedings of the 
House properly if you go on interrupting in this way. It is no use 
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moving your cut motions if you do not want the Hou’ble Minister to 
reply to them. I would expect of you to exercise a certain amount of 
restraint so that the Hon’ hie Minister may be heard. 

The Hon’bto Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: So far as the manufacture 

of ammunition and other war materials is concerned, it is a matter which 
lies entirely in the hands of the Imperial Government, and the Imperial 
Government has been arranging that according to the requirements of 
the Army, the Navy and the Aii Force. Sir, my friend has also said 
that the outbreak of the war gave a good opportunity to the province 
of Bengal to take advantage of the situation ami to encourage industries. 
So far as that is concerned, Sir, 1 may inform you that the Government 
of Bengal has been taking all possible steps to encourage such indus- 
tries, and in this connection 1 would like to mention a few of our acti- 
vities. We haw* already secured a trial order worth Its. 10,000 for the 
supply of blankets, and if this is successful, we exj>eet a large order 
of Rs. 4 lakhs in due course, and that will give tin* manufacturers of 
blankets in this province a ver\ good profit. We have also submitted 
tender for the supply of mosquito-nets, and we exjxn’t that our tender 
will he accepted; and if it is accepted, we expect to get an order for 
the supply of ‘^5,000 yards of mosquito-net cloth woven by our weavers. 
Besides this, the Bengal mills are expecting an order of mosquito-nets 
o the extent of 50, 00, 000 yards. As to this article, the Government 
>f Bengal has been trving to place the Bengal mills in touch with the 
Government of India for the purpose of its supply. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanya! has also referred to the manu- 
acture of silk parachutes. I can tell him that at present six silk para- 
•hutes are being manufac tured, and when these are ready they will be 
ent to the Middle East, and if they are found to lie suitable, as we 
iojh* the> will be, then we expect a very large order for silk jwirachuteH. 
may also say that jmrachute flare is also going to l>e manufactured, and 
am pi ps have already been sent to Australia. If these samples are found 
o be suitable, we exjiect a large orrler of this article also. 

My honourable friend Mr. Walker has referred to the revival of the 
'isheries Department, and he has remarked that the money provided 
it the purpose is not adequate. So far us that question is concerned, 
am in agreement with him to a certain extent, and I should have been 
lore glad if I could obtain more money. I also share with him the 
pprehenrinn that the salary that has been provided for the J>irector of 
isheries p*>bah1y will not attract a first class man. It will be a 
'cgedy if we cannot get a first class man, but for the time being I hope 
►r the best. My friend has pi so offered criticisms on our marketing 
’heme. I shall take those criticisms into consideration, but I do not 
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share his pessimism that the marketing scheme is likely to fail, as he 
apprehends. He himself has pointed out that the marketing scheme is 
not intended to be a permanent scheme at all. Sale depots are proposed 
to be established, and ultimately it is expected that these depots will 
be self-supporting, and when they are self-supporting, the Government 
officers who will l>e employed will be either withdrawn or made over 
to the societies. That cottage industries require help from Government 
so far as marketing is concerned, there are no two opinions about. And 
I hope that if the various agencies concerned give us necessary help 
and co-operation, the marketing scheme will be successful and will 
remove a great disadvantage from which the artisans of our province are 
suffering at present. Then, Sir, my friend, Mr. Walker, also referred 
to the question of standardisation of weights. So far as that is con- 
cerned, I am sorry that we have not been able to make much advance, 
not on account of any fault of this Government, hut on account of the 
fact that the Government of India, although they have passed an Act, 
have no! yet been able to enforce it, in spite of our sending related 
reminders for the enforcement of that Act. The reason given seems to 
be that they have not yet lieon able to prepare the necessary weights 
for distribution amongst the different provinces. Sir. unless that Act 
is enforced, we art* at a great disadvantage. In the Agricultural Pro- 
duce Markets Bill, which I intend to introduee in this session of the 
House, provision will be made for keeping sets of standard weights in 
all markets, but unless the Act {Kissed by the Central Government is 
entoiced, we shall not lie abb* to do anything. 1 hope, howexer, that 
bv the time the Marketing Bill becomes law, the Government ot India 
will be in a position to enforce their Act, and we shall be able to give 
effect to all that is provided under the Marketing Bill. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, before the Hon'ble 
Minister concludes his speech, may I put in a question Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 cannot allow this sort of interruption. The 
Hon’ble Minister will please proceed with his speech. 

Th* Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I do not wish to take 
any more of the time of the House in replying to the various criticisms 
that have been offered. I have circulated a note in which the activities 
of the Department have been set forth in a uut-shell, and in my initial 
speech also I have indicated generally the steps that we have taken and 
iuteud to take. 

With these worths. Sir, I oppose this motion. 
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Mr. 8UREN0RA NATH BISWA8: Sir, may I put a question to 
the Hon’ble Minister? He has not replied to my point. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. That is not my look-out. If he has 
not replied, you can bring in a motion of no-confidence against him. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the demand of 
Its. 19,19,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Industries — Indus* 
tiies” be reduced by Its. 100. was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — 


AYES— -30. 


Altai Wahak, Maalvi. 

Alai Fail, Mr. Mk. 

Ahmak KhM, Mr. lyak. 

BaaarJI, Mr. latya Frlya. 

Barma, Baku Frtmharl. 

Barman, Baka Ihyama Fratak. 
Barmaa, Baka liya"kra Natfc. 

Bit vat, Mr. laraakra Nath. 

Bata, Mr. Sarat Ohankra. 
Chaakhari, Ral Hartnkra Natk. 
Oat, Mr. Maaaiakafi. 

Oat Bayta, Baku Khagaakra Natk. 
Oatta Bayta, Mitt Mira. 

Emkakal HM»t, Kati. 
fiiitakkia Ahmak, Mr. 


Bayta, Mr. k. N. 

Mataa All Chavkhary, Mr. lyak. 

Jaaak All Majamkar, Maahrl. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atai Ohankra. 

Kaaka, Mr. NUkitka Natk. 

Majamkar, Mrt. Htmayrava. 

Maakal, Mr. kaftnkra Natk. 

Maakal, Mr. Kritkaa Fratak. 
Maniraziaaian Itlamakaki, Maalaaa Mk. 
Naakar, Mr. Naai Ckaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Ckaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 

Saayai, Mr. lataaka kakkar. 

Waliar Rakmtn, Maalvi. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES— S3. 


Akkal Aril, Maalaaa Mk. 

Akkal Halt, Mr. Mirta. 

Akkal Hakiai, Maalvi. 

Akkal Hakiai VlkraaiMri, Maalvi Mk. 

Akkal Haaiik, Mr. A. M. 

Akkal Kariai, Mr. 

Akkal Majik, Mr. tyak. 

Akkalta-AI Makmaak, Mr. 

Akkar Rahman likklRl. Mr. 

Akkar Natkaak, Maalvi Mk. 

Akkar Rtaf, Kfcaa Bakakar MuHvi I. 

Akkal Matalak Malik, Or. 

Akkar Raat, Kkaa Bakakar Ikak. 

Akkar Raxaak, Maalvi. 

AkMar Rata Chavkhary, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi. 
Akat Haabim. Maalvi. 

Akal Hataia Ahmak, Mr. 

Akat Qaatam, Maalvi. 

AkaMk All laayvtyart, Kkaa Bakakar Maalaaa. 
AJNaakkia AkaMk, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi. 
AariaaKafc* Kkaa iakM Maalvi. 

Aavaral Adm. Kkaa Bakakar Mk. 

Atfcnfifl, Mr. M. 

Axkar AN, Maatarl. 

BaB-Mart, Mtaa F.V 
Bkrkaryra, llr Haary, Bart. 

Bit vat, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

BklyRkakata, Mr. J. W. 

Oat, Mr. Aeakal Ckaakra. 


Oat, Ral Saklk Klrtl Bkataa. 

Daw, Baka OakMkra Natk. 

Ckkar, Mr. Uyaakraaatk. 

Farhak Naia Okavkkary, Mr. M. 

Farkat Baaa Khaaam, Btgam. 

Fatlal Hay, tka Haa’bft Mr. A. K. 

Failal Qaakir, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi. 

Failar Rahman, Mr. (Daaaa). 

Failar Rahman, Mr. (Mymafitia(h). 

Balam lahaar Hataial, Mr. Ikak lyak. 

Baraag, Mr. Daatkar Magh. 

Haklkadah, tka Haa'Ma Nivak Bakakar K., at 
Oaaaa. 

HaBaakkla Ckaakhari, Maalvi. 

Hamikakkia Ahmak, Kkaa lahlk. 

Hataaanamaa, Maalvi Mk. 

Haataa Marahak, Mrt., MJ.K. 

HatamaUy kamaka r, Kkaa IakM Maalvi. 

Mivkiagt, Mr. R. 4 . 

Haakry, Mr. Oavlk, 

Ikrtt Ahmak, Mia, Maalvi. 

kddakkla Ahmak, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi. 

Katam All Mlru, lakMtaka Kavyji kak lyak. 
MaAiakkt* Abaiak, Maalvi. 

Mafatra, Mr. L. T. 

Maakal, Mr. Baaka Bakari. 

Maakal, Mr. kagat Ckaakra. 

Maalrakkta Akhtak, Maalvi. 

Maaak All Kkaa Fatal, AI-HakJ Maalvi. 
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Marfaa, Mr. B., CJJ. 

Mabammak I trail, NmIvI, 

Makaa^ak BMklfat, Kin BiMlir Dr. »yak. 
MaNiak, Dm Hm’Mi Mr. Makaaka Bahary. 
Mataarrafl Hamit, tka Haa’kla Navafc, Khaa 
■afcakar. 

Maatafawaal Haqaa, Mr. tyak. 

Naatfy, tka Hat’kia Maharaja trlaakaaira, af 
Oaaaliakatar. 

RataraHak, Nawakiaia K. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Rakaiaa, Khaa Bahakar A. M. L. 

Baikal, tka Haa'kla Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 

Bay, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 


tataha-Ataa^ Mr. Byai. 

BaaaaNab, Dr. 

iarfcar, Baht Makkaaakaa. 

tarajal lalaai. Mr. 

Bkakakakkla, Mr. Khwaja, 0J.C. 
ttarfc, Mr. A. P. 

Ilaetair, Mr. 4 . P. 

Wrkar, Baka Utta Maaka. 

•■Hh, Mr. H. Brafeaat 
laferawarky. tka Haa’kla Mr. N. I. 
Tamtatakkla Kkat, tka Hat'Ma Mr. 
Walkar, Mr. 4 . B. 

Wkltakaak, Mr. R. B. 

Warkawarth, Mr. W.B. 


The Ayes being 30 and the Noes 83, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ hie Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum oJ 
Rs. 10,19,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “43 Indus- 

tries — Industries” was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 12 noon till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 
17th March, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 17th March, 1941, at 4-4o p.rn. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haqik, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 8 Hon'ble Ministers and 174 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Reconstruction work of Bengal villages. 

•160. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industrie# (Rural Reconstruction i 
Department be pleased to state — 

( i ) what are the measures in outline that had been undertaken by 
the Director of Rural Reconstruction, Bengal, during the 
year 1940-41 for t lie reconstruction work of Bengal villages; 

(n) how many tillages in the Province have been actually benefited 
by such measures; 

(in) what are the amounts of money spent under different heads in 
the Rural Reconstruction Department during the year 
1940-41 (up to the latest available date); 

(iv) what are the measures proposed to be taken by. the Director of 
Rural Reconstruction in near future for village uplift work; 
and 

(r) what special qualifications and experience, if any, are possessed 
by the present Director of Rural Reconstruction in the 
matter of rural uplift work? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan); (i) A brief 
outline of the principal measures undertaken rjuring the ytfar 1940-41 
is given below — * 

(1) The training of local officers and non-official workers in rural 
reconstruction work, with the help of the Circle Officers who 
were trained at Bishnupur Camp towards the close of the 
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year 1939-40, in order that they might be able to rouse the 
consciousness of the people and prepare them for village 
uplift work. 

(2) General training of the University and College students 

through a course of lectures delivered by experts, both 
official and non-official, on various rural reconstruction 
subjects. 

(3) Co-ordination of the works of rural reconstruction undertaken 

on a voluntary basis through the enthusiasm of local officials 
and non-official organisations, such as eradication of water- 
hyacinth, excavation of new khils and re-excavation of old 
ones, construction and repair of roads, etc. 

(4) Formation of village welfare societies. 

(6) Establishment of night schools and promotion of adult educa- 
tion generally. 

(6) Publicity and propaganda of the rural uplift activities in the 
Province. 

(u) Precise information as to the number of villages particularly 
benefited is not readily available but there is no doubt that the measures 
taken have already succeeded in creating enthusiasm and consciousness 
among the people all over the Province which is essential for the mccess 
of rural reconstruction work that will mostly have to be done on a 
voluntary basis. 

(Hi) The work is so far being done on a voluntary basis with 
practically no expenditure from the provincial revenues. The only 
expenditure incurred from provincial revenues during 1940-41 is an 
amount of Its. 1,500 given as grant for adult education work besides the 
pay and allowances of the Director of Rural Reconstruction and his 
office staff. 

(iv) The Director of Rural Reconstruction has just submitted a com- 
prehensive revised scheme on the basis of the advice of the Commis- 
sioners and the Co-ordinating Committee which is still under examina- 
tion. It would he premalure now to give out the details of the scheme 
at this stage. 

(r) The present Director has considerable practical experience in 
rural reconstruction work. He has a record of practical work of out- 
standing merit in the liue at various places, particularly in Patuakhali 
ami Sernjganj. He is also the author of “Rural Bengal” and other 
pamphlets 4 >n rural reconstruction. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With r.ference to 
question {Hi), will the Hon'hlp Minister be pleased to give us a rough 
idea of the amount spent <»n the pay and allowances of the Director of 
Rural Reconstruction and his office staff? 
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Mr. ATIiL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many night schools have been established under the 
auspices of the Rural Reconstruction Department ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: About 10,000 such 
schools have been established. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: What steps have been taken towards 
the promotion of adult education ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Schools are established 
and people are induced to visit these schools for receiving education. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With reference to answer 
(ii) t will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether his depart- 
ment is kept in touch with the actual working of the rural units ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the department tries 
to be in touch with the work that is being done. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether his department has got any recorded infor- 
mation as to the number of places in which these units are supposed 
to be working? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The Department lias 
got no detailed information. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, my question has not 
been answered. He has already said in the reply that precise infor- 
mation is not readily available. Hut the question to which 1 want an 
answer is w*hether his department has any recorded information about 
the places where the units are working and the details of such working. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already said that precise information is 
not available. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I do not want the actual 
information now. All that I want to know i#*whether bis department 
has any recorded information regarding the places where the units are 
working 


Mr. SPEAKER: The difference is too subtle. 
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Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKMAR 8ANYAL: Sir, my question it 
whether 

/ 

Mr. SPEAKER} You are asking a question which is impossible tc 
answer. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL* My question is whether the 
Hon’ble Minister’s department lias really any recorded information 
regarding the method, manner and places in which the units are 
working P 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The department certainly 
has recorded information about the manner and method of working, 
but it has not got recorded facts about everything that is being done in 
Bengal. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: With reference to reply (Hi), is 
the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the local officials have com- 
pelled many people against their option to take to excavation work and 
to do the repairing work of roads? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that arise P 

Mr, ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Sir, he says that all these things 
are done on a voluntary basis. M\ information is that some people 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have been telling you for the last four years 
that your information cannot he the basis of a supplementary question. 
If there is something definitely wanting in the answer, then you can 
ask a supplementary question regarding that. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the local officials have compelled 
many people against their option to do these repair works? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If I were you, I would have put the question like 
this: In view of the answer that work has been done on a voluntary 
basis, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is 
any information to the effect that there are places where it is not so 
done? 

* 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Yes, Sir, that is what I want to 
ask. «■» 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not believe that to 
be a fact. 
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Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer (#) (*>), 
w^Il the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state when the report of the 
Committee on Adult Education, an important part of Rural Recon- 
struction, is likely to he completed ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not his portfolio. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to enquire into the state of things in Jhenidah and Bongaon 
subdivisions where some of this rural uplift work is being: done and 
where, according to my information, many people are compelled lo do 
this work against their option? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, that is a request for 

action. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (r), where 
it is said that the Director of Rural Reconstruction has a record of 
practical work of outstanding merit in the line at various places, 
particularly in Patuakhali ami Serajganj, will the Ilon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state what is exaeth the kind of work that he did at 
Patuakhali and Serajganj? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Village uplift work 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hop’ble Minister he 
pleased to consider the desirability of holding an enquiry as to whether 
some people have been compelled to do this rural leconst ruction work 
in Jhenidah and Rongaon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 have 10 ) objection. If 
my friend is earnest, he may write to me. 

Aocused persons in Haroe case and interview by their lawyer. 

MSI. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: in) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware— 

(t) that on or about the 14th December, lf>40, defence counsel in 
the “Haroa case” obtained permission from the 2nd Officer 
of Basirhat to interview some of tbS accused, then in jail 
fctwtody at Basirhat, on the same date along with a mukhtear, 
and a relation of the accused; and 

(it) that the defence counsel went to the Basirhat Jail along with 
the mukhtear ? 
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(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
counsel and the mukhtear were allowed to have the interview P 

(o) If the answer to (if is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: The case cannot 
be identified from the description given. 

Mr. NIHARENOU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Ministei be pleased to state whether he addressed a query to the Sub- 
divisional Officer or to the Second Officer of Basirhat with a view to 
identify this Haroa caseP 

Tho Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Yes, Sir; with- 
out any attempt, we never reply in a defeatist way. 


Mr. NIHARENOU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie 

be pleased to state whether the Subdivisional Magistrate or the Second 
Officer has definitely written saying that the Haroa case is not 
identifiable. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 refuse to 
answer whether it was the Subdivisional Officer or the Second Officer 
or the Third Officer. That is confidential. 

Mr. NIHARENOU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what precise steps did he take to try to 
elicit information about the Haroa ease? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: The matter was 
referred to the local officers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Why not finish it by giving out the names of the 
accused f 

Mr. NIHARENOU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am thankful for the 

suggestion. Sir. 

Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the case of the Emperor against 
oudhangsu Dutta and a large number of other accused of Brahmanchak, 
Khamurg^chi and Hari« has been known as the Haroa caseP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Of course, I am not giving out any information, 
but was there not another case, Mr. Dutta Mazumdar? And it is quite 
possible for Government to be confused if there were two cases. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, if I put the ques- 
tion to the Hon’ble Minister, I want to know whether he would be 
prepared to give further information. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You please write it out, and I will send it on to 
Government. 


Bridge over Mahananda at English Bazar station ghat. 

•162. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether any road or bridge has been constructed in the 
district of Malda out of Road FundP 

( b ) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the name of 
such road or bridge? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state whether the con- 
struction of a bridge over the Mahananda at English Bazar station yhat 
is undei consideration of the Government P 

(d) If so, when is the work likely to be taken up? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of 

Cossimbazar) : (r/) So tar. no .such construction has been carried out 

in the district of Malda. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes, the project was included in the programme submitted to the 
Government of India for approval last year but which was not sanction- 
ed because it is considered that for the present Bengal should not 
expand the present road development programme. 

(d) It is impossible to say at present. 


Construction of road oonnooting Malda with Katihar. 

•163. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware 
that Malda is w'ithin the border of Bihar? 

(6) If so, do the Government contemplate %f constructing a road 
connecting' Malda with Katihar P 

Tht Hon’ble Maharaja SRI5CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) No, I was unaware that Malda is within the border of Bihar. 
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(b) No. No such road is contemplated. It would only duplicate 
an existing means of communication as Malda is already connected with 
Katihar by the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

Road devMopmant in Bengal. 

*184. Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing how many miles of new 
roads have been constructed in each district of Bengal from April, 1937, 
to March, 1940? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesirvftazar: 

Government are at present paying attention to modernising and improv- 
ing existing roads so that the mileage of new roads constructed by 
Government in each district has l>een practically “nil” during the 
period from 1937-38 to 1939-40. 

Ohittagong-Arraoan Trunk Road. 

*185. Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
(Irrigation) Department be pleased to state — 

(?) whether the Chittagong-Arraean Trunk Road was declared as 
Class I road by Provincial Road Board and India Govern- 
ment Road Committee, and if so, when; 

(/'/) whether an allotment was made for the strengthening of bridge 
in first, second and third sections of the road; 

(???) whether it is a fact that the work on the same road was long 
delayed by the delay of the Public Works Department in 
sanctioning the estimates of the District Engineer as approv- 
ed by the Superintending Engineer; 

(ir) whether the scheme was taken over by the Government and 
placed it under the Public Works Department, and if so, 
when ; 

(r) how long the Public Works Department was in charge and 
whether any work was done during the period; 

(c?) whether the scheme has been again made over to District Board, 
Chittagong, and if so, when ; and 

(rt#) to what extent 1 the construction works have progressed since 
the making over of the construction to the Di&trict Board? 

(b) Is it a fact that unless further funds are available, the construc- 
tion works will soon be stopped? 
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(c) If so, what steps have been taken to place further funds at the 
disposal of the District Board ? 

(d) Have the Government been approached for sanction of funds, 
and if so, when? 

( e ) Is it a fact that at the time first allotment was sanctioned Gov- 
ernment promised to grant further funds for the completion of the 
project? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

(a) (i) No. Government have not classified this road as Cluss 1 which 
stands for metalled roads according to the classifications adopted by 
Mr. King in his comprehensive Report on Road Development Projects 
in Bengal. 

( n ) Rs.5 lakhs was earmarked in the first 5 years programme for 
bridging as much of the road us possible with this amount. 

(m) No. 

(a) Yes, in May, 19(16. 

(r) and (vi) Up to 1 9(18 , when the charge of constructing the minor 
bridge's only on this road was made over to the Chittagong District 
Board. 

(ni) The minor bridges are expected to be completed in 1941, the 
major bridges over Kalarpole, Dalu and Tnnkabati rivers have already 
been completed by the Communications and Works Department. 

(h) and (e) No. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 


Introduction of free primary education in Josioro. 

•106. Khan Bahadur Mauiana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI : 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department 
be pleased to state whether any attempt was made for constituting the 
survey committee for taking preliminary steps for the introduction of 
the free primary education in Jessore? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why it was given u A? , 

* % 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hug), (a) Yes. It was at the time intended 
to establish a District School Board. 
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(b) It was subsequently decided to postpone the establishment of a 
District School Board., 

fi 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state as to why the establishment of the District School Board at 
Jessore has been postponed? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In consequence of the 
fact that cess revaluation was undertaken in Jessore and it was found 
that there was a considerable drop in the income from the cess in 
Jessore, and therefore there will be a considerable drop in the income 
of the education cess if adopted on the lines prescribed by the present 
Act, it was decided to amend the Act and there were certain matters 
on which the Revenue Department had pointed out difficulties with which 
the Education Department does not entirely agree. I have proposed to 
hold a conference with the Revenue Minister and the Revenue Secretary 
and pending that, the establishment of the District School Board has 
been postponed. 


Offloee held by otrtain gentlemen in oo-operative societies. 

M67. Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state the various offices, honorary or otherwise, 
held in any co-operative society under the supervision of Government 
by the following gentlemen : — 

(1) Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, 

(2) Mr. W. Zamau, and 

(3) Mr. Sanat K. Chatterjee? 

( b ) the amount of travelling expenses, honoraria or other emolu- 
ments, if any, drawn during the financial year 1939-40 and 1940-41 (up 
to the latest available date) by each of them? 


MINISTER in charge of tho CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 

rural Indebtedness department (tho Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 

Bohary Mulliok): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) I regret the information asked for is not available, as it refer* 
to the internal affairs of various societies. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 
• No. 167, showing list of persons holding offices, in co-operative 
societies , honorary or otherwise. 

1. Mr. W. C. Wordsworth — 

Chairman, Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank, Limited, 
Calcutta. 

2. Khan Sahib W. Zaman — 

(i) Director, Bengal Provincial Co-ojienitive Bank, Limited. 

(ii) Joint Secretary, Bengal Co-oj*»rntive Alliance, Limited. 

(hi) Deputy Chairman. Co-operative Milk Societies Union, Limit- 
ed, Calcutta. 

(iv) Director, Bengal Co-operative Insurance Society, Limited. 

(v) Secretary, Barasat Pally Mangal Sam alary Samitv. 

3. Ttai Bahadur Sanat K. Chutterjee — 

(i) Director, Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank, Limited, 

Calcutta. 

(ii) Chairman, Barasat Co-oj»erative Credit Society, Limited. 

(in) Director, Bengal Co-operative Alliance, Limited. 

(iv) Chairman of the Barasat Pally Mangal Samabay Samity. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether these persons have drawn any emoluments or 
travelling allowance or honoraria from the societies? 


Mr. SPEAKER: How can he say that? One of them is function- 
ing in Calcutta and the others elsewhere. 


Mr NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Can he not, Sir, give us any 
idea as to whether they have drawn any money from the societies 
concerned ? # 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is $ matter with which only the societies are 
concerned. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which afcswers were laid on the table) 

Capital grant to the Bhairab K. B. High English 8ohool. 

00. Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether it is a fact that Maulvi Kaderbox Sarkar of Bhairab 

Bazar, has contributed a sum of Rs. 10,001 to the Bhairab 
K. B. High English School Fund; if so, on what terms; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that a plan and estimate for construction of 

the school building was approved by the Government and a 
capital grant of Rs. 10,000 was sanctioned by the Govern- 
ment? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) when the Government propose to make the contribution; and 

(ii) when the work is likely to l>e taken up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (/) It has been reported 
by the President of the Managing Committee of the School that a sum 
of Rs. 10,001 has l>een debited in the Imperial Bank, Mymensingh, 
towards the construction of the sc hool building. 

(ii) and (b) A plan and estimate have been received by the Director 
of Public Instruction, Bengal, but no capital grant has yet been sanc- 
tioned. The Director of Public Instruction proposes to sanction a capi- 
tal grant of Rs.10,000 when funds become available. 


Training schools for primary school teaohors. 

61. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state— 

(a) how many guru training schools or training schools for primary 

school teachers there are in Bengal at present; 

(b) in how many such schools there is provision for training the 

efutu* in — ' • 

(1) Muslim religious instruction, 

(2) Hindu religious instruction, 

by the competent instructors; 
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(c) the names of the schools of the latter (2) class; 

• (d) whether it is the policy of the authorities that primary schools 

should be staffed with trained teachers as far as possible; and 
(e) whether religious instruction is a compulsory subject in the 
newly approved curriculum for primary schools? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HliQ: (a) 124 

(b) As far as possible in every school. 

{c) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes, but at the request in writing of the guardian of any child, 
such child is exempted from religious instruction. 


Appointment of Honorary Magistrates. 

62. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial Detriment be pleased to state — 

n) whether the Provincial Government are considering the question 
of abolition of the system of appointing Honorary Magis- 
' trates ; 

(//) how the appointment of an Honorary Magistrate is made; and 
<m) whether the educational qualifications of a candidate are con- 
sidered before he is appointed and vested with powers? 

(I>) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

it) what are the educational qualifications of the Honorary Magis- 
trate posted at Kajbari in the Gonlundo subdivision of the 
district of Farid pur; 

(u) what class of powers he is vested with; 

( ni ) what are the educational qualification of the other Honorary 
Magistrates lasted at Kajbari; and 
(ir) what class of powers they are reflectively vested with? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) ( i ) No. 

(ti) The Provincial Government appoint Honorary Magistrates on 
the recommendation of the Divisional Commis|ioners who consult their 
local office^ before sending proposals. * 

(m) Yes. 

( b ) (t) There is only one honorary Magistrate in Goalundo subdivi- 
sion posted at Rajbari — Mr. T. N. Sen, read up to I.A. standard. 
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(u) First class powers. 

(in) and ( iv ) Do not arise. 

$ 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Sir, I wish to draw your 
attention to question (b) (i) t viz., what are the educational qualifica- 
tions of the Honorary Magistrate posted at Rajbari. The word 
“Magistrate” is mistakenly put there. It should be “Magistrates.” 
And I want to know the qualifications of the other Honorary 
Magistrates.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state whether Government have considered the qualifications 
of Mr. T. N. Sen who read only up to I. A. Standard to be sufficient for 
being appointed as an Honorary Magistrate with first class power? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes, Sir. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon hie Mini.stei he 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that of the other Honorary Magis- 
trates posted at Rajbari there are some who are not vested with first 
class power, while this particular Magistrate is so vested? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am not aware of that. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of enquiring whether this particular gentle- 
man has adequate qualification of being vested with first class powers? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: He has already said that. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: With reference to answer (a) 
(Hi) where the Hon’ble Minister has said “yes,” will he be pleased to 
state whether there is aqy minimum educational qualification necessary 
for Honorary Magistrates? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

No minimum qualification is fixed. 
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Nature of replies to questions by Hon’ble Ministers. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. Sir, we generally find in answer 
papers that Hon’ble Ministers always evade our questions in this way, 
namely, that it is not readily available. In answer to starred question 
160(n), you will find, Sir, that it is stated: “villages particularly 

lienefited is not readily available ” It is not u ready question; 

we gave notice of the question in due time. Generally, Sir, we find 
that it is stated in answers that the information is not readily available 
or that much time and much money will be necessary to collect infor- 
mation, or that the question does not arise. May we ask the Hon’ble 
Minister through you, Sir, so that we can get proper answers and not 
such excuses? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can’t get proper answers to questions like 
this. You want an answer as to how it is being done in ail villages in 
Bengal. I will ask you to come to this side ami answer this question 

Mr. CHARU CHADRA ROY: Sir, my submission is that there is 
a difference. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The answer may he that 
there is no information worth giving. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. 8PEAKER ! You can’t move it now. 

Mr. 8YEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : But I have K m your 
consent , Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, but not for moving the motion. Y'ou give 
me a statement of facts. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : All right, Sir I have 
come back from Khulna only this morning. I did not venture to visit 
the affected area. I came back this morning only to inform the 
honourable members of Bagerhat of the seriousness of the situation- 

9 

Mr. SPEAKER: When did the occurrence take place? 
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Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On the 14th March last. 

It is still being continued. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no date mentioned anywhere. You 
must be more specific in your statement. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Yes, Sir, it is mentioned 
in the statement itself. I shall read it out: “On the 14th March 
another serious riot broke out in Mollahat police-station as a sequel 
to the acquittal of Namasudra accused numbering more or less 100 from 
the Sessions Court of Khulna, charged under section 302 of the Indian 
Penal Code. The Namasudra community of Bagerhat subdivision were 
as such encouraged, so much so that on the 14th March another riot of a 
very serious nature broke out in Mollahat between the Nama^udras 
and the Muslims. Several persons have been brutally killed, burnt in 
broad daylight and the entire houses of two villages Kalatola and 
Gangarhanna, two predominantly Muslim villages, have been com- 
pletely gutted. The riot is still being continued, and it is apprehended 
that it will take serious proportions. The Namasudras have been rein- 
forced by men coming from the Gopalganj subdivision of the Faridpur 
district and other places.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: How far is it from Khulna? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: It is more or less 20 
miles from the town proper. 

Mr. SPEAKER: By land route? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Yes, Sir, by land route, 
by rail and by boat. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is the nearest railway station? 

The Hon'bl. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is no railway station 
near by. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDIN HA8HEMY: I cannot give you, Sir, the 
exact railway station. 

Mr. SPEAKER ! What is the basis of your information? 

Mr, SYED JALALUDIN HASHEIfY. I have gathered this 
information— 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Merely gathered? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: No, Sir. I have also 
talked with the executive and the judiciary of the Khulna district who 
are ndw in the subdivision. The District Magistrate and the Superin- 
tendent of Police are there. 1 gathered this information from the 
police and from the Sululivisional Officer, and I take full responsibility 
for my statement. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on receipt of infor- 
mation of this rioting, the District Magistrate and the Superintendent 
at once hastened to the locality, and 1 understand that <he\ are still 
there. We have not received any account as to what has actually 
happened, and 1 am not in a position to give to the House the authentic 
official version therefor. At the same time, I may point out that at 
the present time the whole matter is under enquiry and is hound to 
form the subject-matter of proceedings in Court. Whether it will lend 
to serving any useful purpose by members discussing it on hearsay 
report or reports received from partisans or whether it will not be better 
to wait and see what actually happened is a matter, Sir, which it is 
for the House to consider, I would respectfully submit. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: For the time being it is for me to consider whether 
1 should hold this motion to be in order. 1 have now heard both sides, 
and I hold that the present motion is not in order. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

37— Education— General. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the rccommen* 
datiou of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1,08,74,000 be granted for expenditure under the head *‘37 — 
Education — General . ’ ’ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Speaker, Sir. I beg 
to move that the demand of Rs. 1,08,74,000 for expenditure under the 
head “37 — Education — General” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, there was a time not very long ago when the primary education 
system in Bengal was in the main a system* of secular *md non- 
denominafioHal schools catering equally for the needs of all sections 
of the people of this province. There were besides special institutions 
providing elementary educating on traditional orthodox lines such as 
ffiaktabs for the Muslims and (oh for the Hindus, but they were not 
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included in the category of general primary schools. This arrangement 
continued right down to the middle of the second decade of the current 
century. Earlier in that defcade, enquiry was instituted at the instance 
of the Government of India as to how far it was feasible to introduce 
moral and religious instruction in our educational institutions, but it 
was found practically impossible to provide for direct instruction on 
•uch matters. The Fifth Quinquennial Review on the Progress of 
Education in Bengal edited by Mr. Hornell, the then Director of Public 
Instruction, observed: “The whole question of religious and moral 
instruction in schools in Bengal was, at the instance of the Government 
of India, considered in 1912 by the Government of Bengal. Conferences 
of prominent educationists and influential persons were convened both 
at Dacca and at Calcutta and the subject was thoroughly discussed. 
The results were,, as reported by the Government of Bengal to the 
Government of India, such as to testify again to the practical impossibi- 
lity of devising any effective scheme for the direct teaching of morality, 
whether associated with or divorced from religious teaching in schools 
and colleges in India./ * But, in 1915-16 the Government of Bengal 
decided on the advice of the Government of India that viaktabs which 
were returned previously as special institutions should be included in 
the category of the lower primary schools, with the result that at the 
end of the educational quinquennium 1912-17, 6,546 maletabs with an 
enrolment 206,082 students were classified with 65,418 general primary 
schools with an enrolment of 11,71,809 pupils and came to be regarded 
as a part of the primary education system of the province. Since then 
a new epoch began in the development of the primary education system 
— an epoch which may be termed as the epoch of development of muktabs 
at the sacrifice of the general primary schools. For in the twenty 
years that followed, that is, between 1917 and 1967, the rates of 
development of maktabs and primary schools were as follows: — 


Year. 

General Primary 
Schools. 

Students. 

Maktabs. 

Students. 

1916*17 . . 

35,418 

11,71,809 

6,548 

2,03,082 

1936-37 . . 

35,778 

14,78,688 

25,739 

9,81,819 


+ 360 

+ 3,06,879 

+ 19,191 

+ 7,78,737 


In other words, vuiktabs were all allowed to increase at the rate of 
about 2,460 per one lakh students, while general primary schools were 
suffered to increase only at the rate of about 180 per one lakh pupils. 

Sir, in pointing out the phenomenal growth of maktabs , it is not 
my object to criticise or condemn it. For, however regrettable it may 
be that Muslim Bengal chose not to admit a large proportion of their 
boys and girls into the general system, in which there were opportunities 
for the children of both communities to mix with and know one another, 
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one must concede that a community was entitled to have such a type 
of religious or cultural instruction for its children as it might consider 
essential for their proper education. Rut in that case the other 
important community or communities have equal right to demand 
that adequate provision must W made for the education of their children 
free from those special influences which a particular community may 
consider it a virtue to foster. Rut however patent the truth of the pro- 
position might he, it was exactly what came to be denied and what con- 
tinues to he denied in regulating the growth of the general primary 
system. That the general primary system is even now, after the 
enforcement of the Rural Primary Education Act, not being allowed to 
expand properly is evident from the fact that for want of general 
primary schools non-Muslim students, boss and girls, find themselves 
compelled, in larger and yet larger numbers to read in maktabs. 

Sir, i it September, 1007, I interpellated the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
on this subject just to nseeitain lmw many Hindu bo\s were reading 
in mnktabs, and Sir, latch, that is, in the current session, 1 put in 
another question to ascertain the present enrolment of Hindu ho\s ami 
girls in maktabx. The answers to these questions reveal that the pro- 
giess of enrolment of Hindu boys and girls in maktabs between Septem- 
ber. 1007, and March, 1040, has been as follow >: — 

• 

In the Chittagong Division, in September, 1007, ">,0()"> Hindu 

students were reading in maktab, s and in March, 1040, the number has 
grown to 10,010, that is, then* has been an increase of Hindu students 
reading in maktabs by 8,044. In the Dacca Division, in September, 
100,. that is, the date on which ihennswei to my first question was gm»n 
b\ the Education Minister, then* were ll,00o Hindu pupils reading in 
inaktabx, but in March. 1040, there were as many as 21,ol4 Hindu 
students, hoys and girls, reading in nmktabs , that is, an increase in 
enrolment of 10,420. In the Ra,phahi Division, in September, 1007, 
the number of Hindu students reading in maktabs was ">,(>00 (excluding 
Darjeeling), but in March, 1040, the number went up to 21,227, that 
is, by 1^,470. In the Presidency Division, the number of Hindu 
students reading in maktabs in September, 1007, was 0,200 whereas in 
March, 1040, the numl»ej was 10,002, that is, an increase in the enrol- 
ment of Hindu students in maktabs In 0,802. In the Rurdwan 
Division, in September, 1007, there were 0,220 Hindu students, hoys 
and girls, reading in maktabs. In March, 1040, the number went up 
to 7,744, that 4s by 1,024. On the whole, where there were 02,140 
Hindu students reading in maktabs in September, 1007, the qumber of 
such student# reading in inn k tabs in March, 1040, has gone up to 
74 ,•*>06, that is by 42,37)7, 

Sir, it may be asked what in particular are our objections to makiahs? 
I shall answer the question by the counter-question, wbat are the 
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reasons of the Muslim preference for maktabs? Anybody who is pre- 
pared to consider the question dispassionately w*ill find the answer .in 
the points for preference. Maktabs have been invariably described 
even in recent official reports as “primary schools on an Islamic basis 
intended for Muslim scholars.’ ’ “The syllabus taught in them,’’ it 
is said, “does not differ materially from the primary school syllabus, 
except that books by Muslim authors are generally prescribed and the 
reading of the Holy Quoran and training in Islamic rituals and Urdu 
are additional compulsory subjects for Muslims.’’ If that be so, how 
can non-Muslims and Hindus in particular find institutions with such 
religion environment and cultural preference as congenial to the edu- 
cation of their children ? Why must they be compelled to read books 
written exclusively by Muslim authors — for. who does not know that 
“generally” here means exclusively — in a language which can only be 
described as perverted or mongrel Bengali? Why must the 
non-Muslim boys sit idle when Muslim boys are receiving 
religious instructions and instructions in Urdu? It will not do to say 
that is an old definition of maktabs. For even after the much advertised 
unified curriculum such description of maktabs not only holds good, but 
is given in the official statements. In reply to one of my questions ip 
September, 1M7, the Ilon’ble Chief Minister, i.r.. the Minister for 
Education, described the maktabs as “Muslim primary schools” where 
“the reading of the Holy Quoran. the Rituals of Islam and Urdu are 
specially meant for Muslim pupils and vernacular and historical readers 
written by Muhammadan authors are used.” Here it is not said, 
generally used, and I take it therefore that such readers are exclusively 
used in maktal)S. 

Further, if it be true as the latest All-India Review of the Progress 
of Education in India says, 


Mr. SPEAKER: How long will \ou take, Mr. Rai Chaudhuri? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Another ten minutes, 
Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How can I allow you so much time? 

Mr. SAfANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, Mr. Atul Chandra 
Kumar will curtail more than half of his time, and therefore Mr. Rai 
Chamlhuri may be given the time asked for. 


Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, I have no objection. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If it be true, as the 
latest All-India Review by Mr. Sargent of the Progress of Education 
in India says, quoting from the Beugal* Report, that “the politically 
conscious section of the Muslims feels — not without some justification 
— that there is a danger of Muslim boys losing their individual outlook 
if they attend general schools which are manned very largely (in some 
places almost exclusively) by non-Muslims and where the education 
given is more or less non-Islamic in character* \ how much more must 
the danger be real in the eyes of those who are not Muslims and are 
yet compelled to send their boys and even girls, not to general schools, 
but to admittedly communal institutions for want of general primary 
schools? If education even in general primary schools be harmful to 
the Muslims, how can education in Islamic environment and culture be 
harmless and wholesome ami unexceptionable to the Hindu students 
in the eyes of the Hindus? Rather, for the very reasons for which 
the UKiktnbs are preferred by the Muslims, why will not the non-Muslims 
consider them as so many centres for religious proselytizution and 
cultural conversion? 

Sir, I know that in raising this question T shall be accused of raising 
a communal issue, for the word “communal” has developed a peculiar 
meaning in the province of Bengal, because here those persons are 
dubbed as communal who insist on having general and non-sectarian 
institutions, and they are non-communal who insist on their religious 
provision, on their own cultural preference and emphasize their 
differences in season and out of season. 1 know, Sir, that I shall be 
accused of raising a communal issue, but what can I do, when 1 find 
that coinmunalism of a particular favoured community has been and is 
allowed to play its full part in the sphere of education reckless of the 
injustice that is perpetrated to or of the injuries that are inflicted on 
the other communities? 

It is with deep regret. Sir. that I have come to raise this question 
to-day, 'because twice I was assured that this question would be investi- 
gated and proper remedies would be formulated. So far back as in 
September, 1937, I put a supplementary question in connection with 
my starred question Xo. 223 on rn aktah*. The supplementary question 
was— 

“Will the Hon’ble Minister for Education be pleased to refer to 
answer (2) and state whether he tls considering; the desir- 
ability of establishing general primary schools in those areas 
predominantly inhabited by Muhammadans, in view of the 
fact that there are jnaktabs in areas predominantly inhabited 
by Hindus f” 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq answered as follows: — 

“The question will he taken up along with the question of intro- 
duction of ordinary primary schools in the province.” 

How the question has been taken up and tackled in connection with 
the extension of the Primary Education Act will be evident from the 
figures of larger enrolment of Hindu students in maktubs that I have 
already placed before the House. Again, Sir, there was an assurance 
in more definite terms when towards the close of last year I moved a 
resolution on the subject recommending that general and nou-denomi- 
national primary schools be immediately started in those areas where 
for want of such schools Hindu students are being compelled to read in 
7 naktabs, and the Hon’ble Minister not only responded in generous terms 
to the said resolution but was pleased to assure us in the following 
terms — I am quoting from his speech: — 

“1 will give the House this assurance that we will look very closely 
into this question not in a spirit of favouritism towards any 
eommunit\ but in an impartial spirit, and I hope in a very 
short time my friend, Mr. Chaudhuri, will find that there 
is no further complaint so tar a* Hindu boys are concerned.” 

Sir, the complaint is not only there, but the issue has now assumed 
formidable proportions. I do not deny. Sir, that the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister called a Conference and that theie were three meetings, if 
1 rememhei aright, hut the Conference was called as subsequent exeats 
proved onl,\ to he abandoned in due course. Therein lies, Sir, the justi- 
fication for the step that I am taking to-night in moving the cut motiou 
standing in my name. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, 1 am not moving the 
motion standing in nn name, but I " 11:111 speak on the main demand. 

1 will concentrate on m\ motion, though 1 am not moving it, \iz., 
deprox iueialisation ot (ioxet nnomt M*eondar\ schools and about the 
policx of grant-in-aid to the secondary school*. At one time there 
was the necessity of at least one Government school in every district 
town. The put pose of the Goxenmient school was to set a model for 
th»‘ spread of secondary education in the district. That purpose has 
been served. There aie many seeondaiy school* in the district, aided 
and non-nided F For every Government school twelve secondary schools 
can be well Inaintainetf. If the Government schools, especially the 
Ktlla schools, are abolished, about 400 secondary schools wnieh do not 
get any aid from Government and which are in a tottering condition 
for want of proper funds, for which control of secondary education 
has been discovered as necessary, ran be well maintained. I can cite 



1941 ,] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


273 


one example — Murskidabad has got no zilla school, but still there is 
no dearth of education in that district, whereas my own district 
Malda has got a zilla school, but iu spite of that the percentage of 
literates in the district of Malda is only 4*f>. Sir, 1 cannot under- 
stand if Murshidabad can do without a Go\ eminent school, why 
other districts cannot do without it. I hope the Ilon’ble Chief 
Minister who is also the Minister in charge of Education can devise 
a new scheme by abolishing the zilla schools and the money thus 
saved may be utilised for helping other secondary schools which are 
spreading education in the remotest corner of the different districts 
under considerable hardship in spite of generous private efforts. 
About 10 lakhs of rupees are spent annually, besides money for 
construction of rooms and hostel buildings for about *14 Government 
secondary schools. About 10 lakhs of rupees, I again repeat as the 
Hon'hh* Minister for Education was not attentive, are annually spent 
for about 44 Government schools including about 40 zilla schools 
besides some other money for construction work, whereas only 10 lakhs 
of rupees are spent tor 000 aided schools in Bengal. Resides, there 
are about S00 non-aided schools which practically get no aid from the 
Government. These zilla schools may be abolished and may be con- 
verted into either ordinary Government aided schools or they may be 
converted into schools for imparting vocational and technical educa- 
tion on agricultural and industrial lines. Money thus realised may 
he profitably distributed over the large number of aided schools, the 
major portion of which are nowadays either neglected or very poorly 
subsidised. The provincial services of the teachers who are now under 
the pay of the Provincial Government may he lent to the secondary 
schools, aided and non-aided, and after their retirement fresh recruits 
need not he made. The services of teachers which will he so lent will 
be considered as so much monetary contributions to the schools which 
will also in their turn improve their tone by getting these better paid 
teachers. Non-aided high schools do not get required capital grant, 
but for the extension of the class room of a zilla school or for a hostel 
of another zilla school 10 thousand rupees are going to he spent. If 
this 10 thousand rupees is given to me, I undertake to run a first class 
new secondary school in any village in Bengal. The province requires 
as many schools as possible and the poor province need not necessarily 
require good buildings for class rooms. What is required is good and 
well-paid teachers. Sir, I wonder that instead of undertaking these 
easy and obvious steps in extension of education, our Minister, who 
is also the Chief Minister, is trying to get legislation for controlling 

and contracting it. This is definitely a reactionary step. • 

• 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Of Dacca): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would 
not have intervened in this debate but for the speech of my friend 
Mr. Rai Chaudhuri. The unfounded criticism of Mr. Rai Chaudhuri 
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lias also called for this speech from me. Sir, his long and intelligent 
speech would have been considered unnecessary if he knew all the 
facts. 

Sir, the word maktab is so much hated by him. Why? because 
any Muslim word is so much hated by him that lie could not stand 
the very name of maktab' But perhaps he did not know that maktab 
is only another description of primary school. All primary schools 
whether they go by the name of patshalas or by the name of maktabs 
are following to-day the same syllabus, the same curriculum. 
(Rai Hare.vdra Nath Ciiaudhuri : Question.) These facts he must 
question because he does not know (Rai Harendra Nath CiiArnHURi : 
Still I question.)* and because he is an uniformed gentleman. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Further question 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 wish no more question! (Laughter.) 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, before the Reforms and before this 
Government came into power, the state of things was that in Muslim 
areas the maktabs were established due to the initiative of the 
Muslims, and in Hindu areas the pats halos were established due to 
the initiative of the Hindus. The Muslim boys were reading in the 
Hindu schools in the Hindu areas and the Hindu boys were reading 
in the Muslim schools in the Muslim areas. There was a difference 
of curriculum and syllabus at that time. But after the introduction 
of the Primary Education Act that distinction has been taken away. 
Now though a school may be (‘ailed a primary school or a vuiktnb , 
the same curriculum, the same syllabus and the same text-books are 
prescribed for every school. In 17 districts District School Boards 
have been established and they are working now, and in all those 
districts till last year the same books both in the patshala and in the 
maktab were taught. But from this January, whether there is a 
School Board or not in a district, throughout the whole province, a 
maktab or a patshala or a primary school is following the same course. 
If this fact had been known to my friend Mr. Rai Phaudhuri, I think 
he would have considered his long and intelligent speech as 
unnecessary. 

Sir, they raise the bogey that the Hindu boys have been forced to 
go to these maktabs , but they do not consider how many Muslim 
hoys — perhaps several, times the number of Hindu boys that are 
reading id the Muslim schools — are reading in Hindu schools. 
(Rai Hareniira Nath Oh \rimrRT : There is nothing as Hindu 
schools.') Sir, this question has been lost sight of. We have never 
objected to the word imtshala , though ‘they have the grace to take 
exception to the word maktab, Maktab is a familiar word and many 
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District School Boards have allowed in the predominantly Muslim 
populated areas to retain the name nutktab, because they thought that 
if would not be objectionable to any caste or community. But I 
believe, Sir, that they give so much importance to this, though they 
stand -for nationalism, though they always speak of unity, because 
they hate anything Islamic and they cannot tolerate the very idea 
of calling or describing a primary school as nndtah, and it is from 
that point of view that this speech has been delivered, and though 
they claim that in order to protect t lie legitimate rights of the Hindu 
community they are agitating like this, if you remember the facts that 
were placed before you, you will find how mueh of what they said 
was said in sincerity and whether there was any sincerity in their 
speech. 

I feel. Sir, that I need not say anything more, and I hope that on 
the facts that I have placed before them, no member will again come 
forward to level tin* same charges against this Ministry. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Mr. Si leaker. Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Shahednli, are you going to move your 
motion No. 8? 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Yes, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: I s it your intention to call a division on it? 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: There may be a division. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In that case 1 must finish this motion first before 
I take up a new subject. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Let Mr. Atul Chandra Sen 
speak in that case, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* All right. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I have listened with great 
interest to the learned discourse given by my honourable friend 
Mr. Fazlur Rahman. He has talked of Islam and tried to impute the 
motive to some of the Hindu speakers that whenever they find the 
name Islam, these people revolt. But that is«not exactly so. Sir, 1 
would rafher say that if a Muslim boy for any circumstances beyond 
his control is compelled to read in a ioi, it would be as atrocious as 
to compel a Hindu boy to read in a malitab for circumstances beyond 
his control. Mr. Faxlur Rafiman says that though the name ia 
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maktab , really the curriculum is unified. That is not a fact. If you 
refer to the answer given by the Hon’ble Chief Minister to Starred 
Question No. 3*i0, you will find that there is only one district iff 
Bengal, namely, the district of Tippera, where there is anything like 
a unified curriculum. In no other district is there a unified curri- 
culum. Sir, besides the fact that Hindu boys in many districts in large 
numbers are compelled to read in muktabs, may I also mention 
another fact? In my own district I have found, and I am prepared 
to prove it to the hilt, that primary schools started and organised by 
enterprising and enthusiastic Hindu young men have been refused 
sanction, have been refused grants and recognition by the School 

Board on the ground (A voice from the Coalition Benches: 

Question !) I can prove it to the hilt, and if the honourable member 
wants any proof, 1 can pro\e it outside, but not here. 1 know of at 
least two schools where applications for grants made to the proper 
authorities were refused on the ground that these people refused to 
subscribe to the Muslim League dogma. This must cease. We on 
this side of the House do stand for national education. As I said in 
my speech on the Secondary Education Bill, we stand for national 
education in schools whore Hindu boys, Muslim boys and boy> belonging 
to all communities must read and must learn in a way in which young 
people are learning in other parts of the woild. There must be no 
religious instruction imparted per force. Sir, I am personal^ not 
opposed to imparting religious education to our young people but if 
religious education is to be imparted, let it be done in institutions 
exclusively meant for the purpose. These two things must not be 
mixed up together. A school which is run by Government funds, 
funds given by the people, must be absolutely non-denominational. 
Hindu boys must not be compelled to read in mal'tabs even as Muslim 
boys must not be compelled to read in toJx. Let Mr. Fazlur Rahman 
understand that there is no spirit of rancour or anti-Muslim spirit 
when we say that we want national education. We want national 
education, we want true national education in which Hindus and 
Muslims may participate; we want that Hindu and Muslim boys may 
be imparted education on sound scientific national lines. Sir, with 
these words, I support the motion of my friend, Rai Harendra Nath 
Ohaudhuri. 

Mr. ABDULLA'AL MAHMOOD: Sir. I am very soriy to say that 
my Professor Mr. Atul Chandra Sen does not know the difference 
between a maltub and a toi. Without knowing wherein lies the 
difference between these two institutions, he has tried to reply to 
Mr. Fnfcluf* Rahman. He is simply singing the same burden of song 
as Rai Harendra Nath Ohaudhuri. If Mr. Atul Chandra Sen want® 
that there should be different schools for Muslims, let the Pakistan 
scheme be worked out here. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You Lave already 
worked it out. 

TIM Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I do not wish to raise 
any communal issues, but I must say that the speech delivered by 
my friend Rai Haremlra Nath Chaudhuri was fairly provocative. 1 do 
not say that he is ignorant of facts. He is a very diligent student and 
a great research scholar. He devotes much time and energy to the 
collection of statistics, but like all experts he generally goes wrong 
and puts the facts in the wrong way. Sir, 1 would like to give the 
House a few facts with reference to this question which is frequently 
discussed not merely in this Assembly but also outside. So long ago 
as the year 1015-10, these maltab* were a different class of institutions- 
from ordinal) secular primary schools. In course of time the maktubs 
were secularised and there was an attempt to bring them into line 
with secular institution* There was a protest from the Muslim 
eommunit) that in that proems the malUihs would lose their indi- 
vidual character and no religious instruction would he imparted, 
with the result that Muslim parent* would be dissuaded from sending 
their children to these primary secular schools. 

Now. Sir. it is true that up to a certain period of time the makiabt 
were [eallv institutions where there was mole of Muslim education 
than ordinary secular education Hut we haw been trying, as I have 
said, to bring both institutions into line and at the present moment 
the information supplied to me by the education Department , to use 
their exact words, is: “At present there is no difference in the 
syllabus for maktabx and primary school classes throughout the 
province.” Only there is this difference that there is religious educa- 
tion made compulsory, and I am informed that not only Muslim 
students but even Hindu students received religious instruction in 
these institutions. Maktubs nowaday mean only such primary schools 
W’here more than 50 per cent, of the students happen to be Muslims. 
In this connection I would like to give the House certain figures 
which are interesting. The number of Muslim boys in primary 
schools far exceeds the number of Hindu boys in primary schools. 
The figures are as follow*: — 

Total number of Hindu hoys in primary schools and vtakUihx — 

11,46,602. 

Total number of Muslim boys in primary schools and ruahtabs — 

15,86,671. 

Of the 11.46,662 Hindu boys in primary schools and* maktubs, 
74,506 read in male tab* and the rest in ordinary secular schools. I 
may mention that up till now we have received no complaint worth 
mentioning either from the guardians of Hindu boys or the Hindu 
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boys themselves by reason of the fact that they are receiving their 
■education along with Muslim boys in institutions which are called 
maktabs . It is a happy sign of the times that even now in spite of 
the communal atmosphere that prevails throughout the country Hindu 
boys and Muslim boys at least in their tender years can sit together 
in the same room in the same class and receive the same instruction 
from the same set of teachers. 

As regards text-books it is true that some Persian and Arabic 
•words are introduced in some of these text-books used in maktabs and 
primary schools, but their number is very few. On the other hand, 
the Muslims can complain that 90 per cent, ot the words in the 
Bengali language come from Sanskrit. The proper solution is not to 
cavil at the introduction of foreign words. The English language is 
very rich because of the large importation of foreign words which has 
taken place and which has made it what it is to-day, the most 
expressive language in the world, and I think that the Bengali 
language would be richer if they could draw words from all available 
sources, not excluding Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic’ or Urdu. As regards 
text-books written by Muslims, let me remind the House that there 
are at the present moment Muslim authors who write Bengali which 
is in no way inferior in point of composition to the best Bengali 
written by Hindu authors. The Muslim writers should not be con- 
demned merely because they are Muslims. Let everybody have a 
fair chance to-day, let there be no partiality and let the text-books be 
selected on their merits. And for that purpose there i.s a Text-Book 
Committee composed of Hindus and Muslims and the hooks are 
scrutinised by this committee. It is said that there are and have 
been cases of favouritism in the selection of text-books by the Text- 
Book Committee. Favouritism. 1 ma> say, there is almost every- 
where, and it is ditlicult to exclude favouritism absolutely from public 
institutions. But beyond that, it is the duty of the Text-Book Com- 
mittee to see that the best books arc prescribed for primary schools. 
I cau assure my friends, as 1 have done in the past, that in the matter 
of primary education which is being introduced and which is being 
made free, an attempt is being made to see that neither in the selec- 
tion of text-books nor in the appointment of teachers anything should 
be done which will give offence to any particular community or render 
the institution unpopular. I may tell the House in this connection 
that from Muslims of some of the Western Bengal districts we have 
been receiving complaints that they are not receiving education suited 
to Muslim boys, that there is no provision for religious instructions, 
and so forth. Siminlar complaints have also been coming from the 
Hindus of Eastern Bengal. And the wisest course, to my xnind, is to 
see how far these complaints are well founded, and for the aggrieved 
person to approach the Government and for the Government to see 
that no cause for real complaint exists. Sir, I hope the House will 
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agree with me that we are doing our best to make the primary schools 
popular, not by Hinduisntiou nor by Muslimisation but by Indianisa- 
tion which would make these institutions popular to everybody so that 
primary education might take an important place in the educational 
system of the province. 

The motion of Rai Ilarendra Nath Chaudhuri that the demand of 
Rs. 1,68,74,000 for expenditure under the head “87 — Education — 
General” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir, 1 beg to move tlint the demand of 
Rs. 1,68,74,000 for expenditure under the head “87 — Education — 
General” he reduced by Its. 100. By moving the cut motion 1 intend 
to draw the attention of Government to — 

(/) constitution and functioning of the District School Boards; 
(ii ) appointment of teachers in the primary schools; 

(ni\ selection of sites lor the primary schools; 

(/r) eompulson religious instruction in the primary schools; 

(ri corruption and bribery in selecting sites for and appointment 
of teachers in t he primary schools; 

( yi ) policy of Government in the administration of primary educa- 
tion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: A> regards (/*>, (ni) and (?•), they do not con- 
cern Government. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI : Sir, far as the corruption and bribery in the 
matter of selection ot sites and appointment of teachers are concerned, 
my point in raising tins question is to attack the policy of Government 
in appointing their hem hmen as members of the District School 
Board. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What I say is, that you can discuss the function- 
ing ot the District School Board in a general way and >011 can make 
out a case which requires the intervention of Government under the 
Act in force. It is no use saying that Government must, interfere 
in all such matters when there is no statutory provision for Mirh 
interference. So far as the other points are concerned, they are only 
matters of detail. You must therefore concentrate your point on the 
constitution and functioning of the District School Boards, and while 
doing so'\T>u may bring in other points if they are relevant! 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: 1 beg to submit, Sir, that I want to raise a 
discussion on the constitution of the District School Boards and their 
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working and a bo on compulsory religious instruction in the primary 
schools and, lastly, on the policy of Government in the administration 
of primary education.* * 

Sir, this free compulsory primary education is the crying need of 
the province. Previous to this Government, the Free Primary Educa- 
tion Act was passed and it was left to the present Government to work 
it out, and accordingly free primary education was introduced in several 
districts, but many of the districts were left without introduction of 
any primary education. The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq in the past did 

some good to the cause of education by his speeches, and it came to 

his lot in 1987 to do some real good to the people. So far as the 
portfolio of education is concerned, it has fallen to him. So far as 
higher education is concerned, he has done immense good to the people, 
and he has also given several stipends to Muslim students; but so far 
as primary education is concerned, be lias left it to the little Hitlers 
and these little Hitlers are responsible for deteriorating the cause of 
education and for blacking the fair name of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul 
Huq. So, Sir, my object in bringing forward this motion is to draw 
the attention of the Ilon’ble Mr. Fazlul ITuq to the mischiefs that have 
been done h\ these little Hitlers, so that these little Hitlers may not 

have any opportunity in future to do this. T take it that the TTon’ble 

the Chief Minister does not understand what T mean by the expression 
“little Hitlers.” By that T mean persons who almost without anv 
education have been placed in chaiire of primary education and are 
doing things arbitrarily. These persons appear to me to be little 
Hitlers, and I submit that the activities of these little Hitlers should 
be controlled by the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of Education. 

Sir, 1 shall now refer to the District School Board of Tippera. 
Mr. Abdur Rahim was the District Inspector of Schools 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, you cannot mention individual names. 
This Mr. Abdur Rahim is fortunately not a member of this legislature, 
and it is not fair to criticise him here without giving him an opportunity 
to say what he has got to say. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: All right. Sir. Now, what 1 was saying is 
that in the Tippera District School Board, as at present constituted, 
there are some members of the Coalition Party who are practically 
controlling the administration of that Board. If any District School 
Inspector is unable to comply with the request of the Chairman of the 
District Scliool Board, he has to bid good-bve to the district and is 
transferred elsewhere, and some gentlemen have been recruited to 
the Board who have no power to say “No” to what is suggested by 
the Chairman of the District Board. 
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Now, Sir, at the time when the District School Board was eonstitut- 
ed, one clerk had to be appointed, and the man wfio was appointed is 
about 70 years old, and it is his duty only to frame the policy of the 
District School Board. This famous gentleman has been given service 
under the District School Board simply because he knows how to do 
mischief, though he has no educational qualifications at all. 

When primary schools were being established in different parts of 
Tippera, the Tippera District School Board recognised many of the 
schools and asked the authorities of those schools to get their school 
building erected and as a result those people erected their school sheds 
at a huge cost. But to our uttter misfortune we find that though they 
were recognised and though grants were given to them last year, these 
grants were taken away by the school authorities subsequently. 

Sir, regarding one school I shall say something. The Bara Ani 
School, within Matlab police-station in the district of Tippera, was 
recognised by the District Sc hoot Board. For whatever reason the 
teachers of this school incurred the displeasure of the members in 
authority and this school along with 11 other schools were not recognis- 
ed and letters were sent to them to go to some other schools. Then, 
Sir, one Secretary of the school filed one petition before the President 
of the school authorities and he wanted an enquiry and it was ordered 
that t fie school will work till the enquiry was made and the enquiry 
was to he made towards the close of the month of December, 19*10, 
Without having any enquirx the Sub-Inspector of Schools issued a 
circular to the teachers Maulvi Md. Ali Akbar Mia and others of Bain 
Ani School. The order runs thus: — 


“The marginal!) -noled teachers of the Bata Ani Free J'limun ( 
School are lierebv ordered provisionally to work until / 
further orders subject to the approval of the District School 
Board, Tippera, at the Sataki Bazar Free 1’iimarv Centre ^ 
recommended hv the Sub-C/omiiuttee in the place of Maul vi ” 
Mannar Ahmed Mia with effect from tie* Kith Janttarv. 1911, 1 
positively. It tliev fail to complv with (lie order hv that * 
date .specified above, their set vices will he dispensed with 
ftom that date.” 


Further, Sir, the order says that he should bring in with him the 
pupils of his school and the original registers with him to the new 
school. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Shal.edali, I did not want to stop you, hut 
will you tell me under w'hat authority Government can interfere? That 
must be the basis of your cut* motion. 
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Maulvi ABU HOS8AIN 8ARKAR: If the Government cannot, 
then they must vacate. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir, so far as higher education is concerned, 
I have already stated 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not deny that the\ are your grievances, but 
please point out how Government can intervene. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir, 1 was going to say that so far as higher 
education is concerned, the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Ifuq is taking step. 
So far as primary education is concerned, I want to draw the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister so that these things might not happen in 
future. This may he done by issuing instruction to the Sub-Inspectors 
through the District Inspectors or other officers under whose direct 
control they are, so that these misuses and abuses might not recur in 
future. 

Now, Sir, in another school, Aswin Free Primary School, the 
question of a primary school being recognised was not in the agenda; 
but a Maulvi of another school went there and persuaded the school 
authorities to have it considered and the decision was given in favour 
of the Maulvi. When I enquired of the District Inspector of Schools 
how the matter could he proposed and seconded and considered when 
it was not on the agenda, he said that he was absent minded and that 
he was helpless. These facts I want to bring to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. iny friend asked me 
to control t he gentlemen whom he called little Hitlers. Let me assure 
him that it is our declared policy to put down Hitlers all over the 
world, and since wo are trying to put down Hitlers we must not spare 
little Hitlers wherever they are found. I hope that this assurance will 
satisfy my friend. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: This is not all, Sir. In the Chandpur sub- 
division — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Shahedali, I will have to adjourn the House 
now for prayer. You can speak after adjournment. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

t ( After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in Chandpur subdivision, 
there have been a number of disputes over primary schools. There 
has been no enquiry held, and without enquiry the district school 
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authorities are recommending these schools which are set up by persona 
of their side. As a result, there has been disquiet and there has been 
a rule of terror in the subdivision of Chandpur. I am speaking of 
these things because Government bear the responsibility for providing 
free and compulsory primary education. Government also take the 
responsibility of nominating people. So, for a decent administration 
of District School Boards, Government should take into consideration 
not only the people who are their supporters, but also the people who* 
are men of ability, men of education, and men of culture. Kven in this- 
House there is a Party called the Opposition and Opposition helps 
Government to come to a right decision. So also in the District School 
Board, if there are people of culture and education, they will raise 
issues which will enable them to come to a right decision, fn the 
subdivision of Chandpur, almost 90 per cent, of the people are 
Muhammadans and if thin he the Ntate of things in Chandpur subdivi- 
sion, I do not know what i> the state of things where the country is 
populated more bv Hindus. So, my submission is that Government 
should, in future, take into consideration the attitude of the peoplt* 
and that they should also see that schools are located in places where 
all bo\s and girls can go conveniently and get themselves educated. 

With these lew words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, just now we have heard 
Mr. Shahedali making certain allegations against the Tippera District 
School Board. These allegations, I must say at the very outset, are 
unfounded and maliciously false. This is what may be called "showing 
tin* teeth” of a man who is disappointed and vanquished. This 
gentleman tried to get into the School Board hut failed, and being 
disappointed he has been trying to throw mud at the School Board 
which has been functioning quite properly. He bus cited the case of 
Ashwinpur Free Primary School, but he has not mentioned the fact 
that he himself was an applicant. Sir, T may tell the House that the 
rival candidate was his own cousin Mr. Faizuddin Ahmad who had 
been running this rival institution for a long time. Mr. Faizuddin 
Ahmad is a very active man and takes great interest, in the school. 
But Mr. Shahedali who lives always at Oomilla hardly goes home and he 
does not take any interest in the school which he claims to have 
started 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, may I 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I say that this is a warning to everybody 
not to introduce into the Legislature matters which are purely of local 
concern. Now, Mr. Shahedali has given one side of the story, and’ 
he is giving the other »ide and I cannot shut out one or the other. 
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Mr. 8HAHEDALI: On a point of order, Sir. As a member of 
the Legislature, I think, everyone has got the right to speak out the 
truth. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is also a member of the Legislature. 

Mr. 8HAHE0ALI : Sir, he has said that I have got no school. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Your point of order is finished. He is as much 
a member of the Legislature as you are. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI : Sir, he is a member of the School Board. 

Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Therefore, I know better than 
you. The School Board received two applications— one from 
Mr. Shahedali and another from his own cousin Mr. Faizuddin Ahmad. 
The matter was enquired into by the local Sub-Inspector of Schools 
and he submitted a report. We got also the report of the Advisory 
Committee and that of the Site Selection Commit fee. These reports 
conclusively showed that the school which was claimed to be run by 
Mr. Shahedali was not a school at all. It was not run properly. There 
was no teacher and there were no benches or other things, whereas 
the other rival school which was run by Mr. Faizuddin Ahmad was 
run very properly and all the above reports were in his favour. So, 
this matter received our full consideration just like other petitions. 
In this case, xve agreed with the reports of the Sub-Inspector of Schools 
and other Iwalies and we gave sanction to the school of Mr. Faizuddin 
Ahmad and turned down the application of Mr. Shahedali. Mr. Shahed- 
ali has made all these allegations on the floor of the House because 
my friend is a disappointed man. 

Sir, he has complained of another thing and that is Hitlerism. Of 
course, Hitlerism nobody likes, but there are times and occasions when 
Hitlerism is necessary. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHED : :rpr% TO? ^ Jft gpf y cft 

toto sfrt* trsfa to"? c*t w eft to# topf? T*4i crof| i 

mm ift to? M to? to mm to wto ? f=t%to 

c? mn to cro <ro?i to? tot? to cstc 4 *? *ttf? 

TO frofk^R to toTto* c? ctoto $to? tos TO? 

TO 5? I fVs gTO ?5St? *f? f??l sfc? 

cTOc?? i faft fccTOfc?? TO? TOi Pnn^sR c? 

frn cfcn* fiw to m\ toto faro f?ro 

<?f tTOR i C9ftTOF6 to firo ?i i tyro iff srs?T? m 4$ 
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ftm froM foft fen nro* fro* fro critiro a fruit's TO'SKi r 
ti ns trft TOtir to? for inn to TOromr cfor ctfaro fro* 
TOItTOTO TO? I 4$\stTO CTil C5|ST a f%ft CfTOlJU* TO TO ftH T %TO 
fofi 6 t TO Ml CTtt^ TO3 CTOC*H W #S TOW WI tfTtt C*K$ 
ffior 4Tfci TOtro ttto ct 4t&i tot to cto i % <?r* TOfci to* to 
i?«T I C*f 4TO* TNTOlf* ^PltOT sift ’TtCSTTOT TTO TOU TOTT 
l*lnl^l , W— <* TtTOf* ?T 'l 1 C 5 c< ■! > *H - j! 47 ® T* StSf] TOlTTTjlT TO 
fanffir, ^ nr ^ TOTs 'Ii to TOi TOft wf TOi <rt< nft i 4* 
tot TOTO fro tot sm *f* toi i[f% a error totomct *tfr 1m 
to fisfir *fVttTO tot i TOrtr stfaffi tot* cTOn tow? i TOTO «R- 
TtTOTO *Cf etc* TO*i sf* TO etc* imvsta firm fir* 1m mi 
'utii ctoTOto i *t;TO tototot f*rro fro trot $ro mro tot 
TOm t(TO sift towc* toto crora gro 4*r Sirote TOfc frorfl i 
am 1* to i ^fin ottos otto* ti, totts «^t ti, 4*t ire* faf* 
fro toi? *i TOl* to 4t1>i mt to totto i 4* ifaw giro nrct* 
i* ist* nrnM TO* it*t tot CT3*i <TOtj% i iTO* ^tro itf*f*r 4* TOro* 

It ^furMtrii i toitt f«C5 iTO isr* *n T$ror fr grotro enrofro i 
4t?i TTjit* ^fr^sTO ^ < genian cTtnrf^i i cttoi lu i * 4 ^ih f*c*c$*r 
vpn , CEtro frorc^r ertro to ite* cilero* istc** Et*?i i =t$to ctot tTO 
TOnr itnr =n cm ? ^ 'itwnr f’t’W toc« 4«ft!^T ct ?ps ti 

Sifro «trrrtf <ti^ toci 'artf^ 4^15 ^«ttir Si? csrr? fro citify, — 4^ a 
f*r>Fi cit^ iSn 'yimr ww cm^rc^ TOi'n'iT arct Ntar *cir*m 
c^FC’r ^SfnR c?tc#? cnrac^n cstir 4tm f^ftfro mi nr i it#t *cv*m 
omc* jihHih 4trn CHsm nr i < 7 it 1*m an&i cnrtnrrTi ’itxtJTO: fsrsti 
■iirllw'.JRi 5^m «rtcm 4it ^rr 44*# *r srt’t OTmrrfis itmr, 3t?r vtmfc 
gtir tos nwrr «trr 'ttc^ to TOT#te nwift irtWrr onram 

to Et%m itt^F iTO^ 4&tnF ft^i a& to TOi^ c i c^n *rfro 
ilTO« nr ii i 4^ to atc&r ctotoi 3tcro 1m* jf%ro 
*1* ctoto item 5ii i *tcwfc f^tTO? tott ijtm frocro tou ’yf^lroi 

TO C*1C$ *ttC? il I 4!l4«1 ’itroTO TO? TO 1 ! 'SlCT^ Cot? CTOT TO I 4^ 

to Ttro ftn citrf a to enra item vtm *c*r orcTO 3 TOitTOcTO 
Sirtm to nrtflrotti to tfTO c*lc$ item 4fori cro 'tots fim 1 
C’fr TTO TOTOft CTOnr TTO TTO I 15ft CTiV ifCR? TO TOll CT TOl 
cttc?% TOifir ifti TOttTOi (7T ^TKl CTfOrf^Sf (Tf ^fc*r^ 

l« *rt \ wf f OTff (?fe ^ c?Tcro; i ^oo ntR ytifw 
^ m s & Tw frni * ] $*$) *n m\ vrtrwft 

19 
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mcm fir* TOTOrtroRr n ft % TOtro tortoi* firm fcn 
cTOr * r ta s fW vs toj^rfsto trriro r i ^oo item ytifi? firm 
f©©* TOfr^t^r^ ^F^tfri f^«T *n , f%$ TOn ©k4 

ytlfift PfVl 3t>tC« TO 4% % I (TO CTO«fC^ I^WT ^3 I 

TO «rt srNfi* f 3 ^ TO* to cto *rc?r c*t®r TOTO &RTO TO$ 

fer *Rpn i fir% ^ to'g ’ftiTOff pffi *fyR to tb!*ic$ i 4$ ©fR 
<4* uj^lf <$to tfi^jtfr frn ’prfro r TOn toto srNfiv flm 
’pr^rs ctfro \o\d toit *rfTO i ^^©tra ^k^j ^tw ct>l°ic^ i 
firm a tr€ a a ftfi trfef^n to^/t utwr TO-^jc*i$<, fro ^r°#^ 
ysjm ftvcw ^frrott* to min cro mm TO i TOi tors i 
cro^fto 2 ^ fof*tS c«TtT i TORr ©Rr to to $Rn TO'TOs 

r r i ’ffRCR ctot ®ic*h c*t <i& f*fn ^Ttj’tRr&te ^TO <hTO 
tot ’tfatPte cstcroi cro f^ft5CR cun 2 Prw ftjv ittitci 
trpti certcw 1 6t^n ^t^i (?fS c 4H <ro c<pfc& itft *r 1 c^^rrr^T ct<tc^t 
ytifin frTO toti csthtc^ (pr^tr^ ig*\ totor tos cetera; 1 f*rwOT 
^rc^rj 4it itizm toj trot© <TO field 1 toTO <& 11 fao TO<- 
(Tre^ <H<la wit < 4 $ ym S’tfTO m\ errkTOi 1 c4Mf*i“H 

(coalition) H CTO ^fl CStCT^ d ltd! Rtf% ltd! 1\ C^TC^T <51 filU 

TO 1 4$sta TO fro fRfi ita ^n, to fro to TO ita i\, 
TOT C’tT^R m\ TOT D I 4$ TO^T ^1 CTOC3 ltd! ^TOTO 6 ^ 
^«fT cto c?TOt fit wm 1 mcw$ ytifi* f 5 ^ ifimi\ ftro 
ym lit itdcn to*N c^FRrfl 1 fisfi ms ^®rMt mu 
4$ Cl C5TTO W TO v tf^Wf^ C*N dtci CTO f%ft TOfa 

’TO, <ftf% Tot wtotoc'Ri fro icm cro fro itfo to - ms 

fro SRTOsTO r lt!t! CTOTR <s ®fTTO CTO CTO C 5 ^, ^fTO C^S c^, 

oTOaft TORt ctotto” i 4% cTOt an mti wm *tt#t cro <W 1 
TOia ^x^t<r ^ 3 ^ itcn o&si fsft *a*lw mw itus cTO^f 
TORT Tjf^F fiytl CTOT3 ’TO il^RRT S f^RT TOT &TO TOl TO OR 
•n ac^ i 'ij^Rrs ?fTO tor •rf*i*It i>c^n f©3^ c v fR r ^fo*q|© caTOrc^r 1 
TOl TRf ^TO^T %f^T ’*TtWl CS! ftCR IS dfici 'iJPT CTORT S’fTOf 

caTOf^i 

Th« Hon’blft Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 oppose this motion. 

9 w< 

The motion of Mr. Sh&lied&li that the demand of Be. 1,68,74,000 
for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General*’ be leduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 
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Me* AMRITA LAL MAN DAL> Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 1,68,74,000 for expenditure under the head 
“87— Education — General'' be reduced by Rs. 100. Sir, the object 
of motion is to raise a discussion about deliberate negligence of the 
Government for the education of the Scheduled Castes and for not 
giving effect to the resolution passed by this House on the 30th August, 
1940, regarding the yearly grant of Rs. 10 lakhs for the education of 
the Scheduled Castes and other backward Hindus. 

Sir, when the New Constitution came into operation many of us, 

specially of my side of the House, felt that at least in so tar as the 

Scheduled Castes are concerned a new era of progress will be ushered. 
In fact, even when the present Ministry was constituted, we felt t hat 
the Scheduled Castes were to get a square deal and that the accumulated 
problems of the community are going to be attacked from all sides. 
But, Sir, the experience that we have gained these three years 
and a half has completely disillusioned us. Sir, while the cause Of 
Muslim education is being helped and pampered in a variety 
of ways, the legitimate claims of our community have been 

consistently disregarded. And it is under a compelling sense 

of public duty that I am bringing forward this cut motion in 
order to raise a discussion on the policy of the Ministry in regard to 
the education of the Scheduled Castes. 

Sir, in moving this cut motion I was to bring to the notice of this 
House and the Ilon’ble Minister for Education the fact that the 
Government policy with regard to the promotion of education among 
the Scheduled (Tastes has been quite unsatisfactory and inadequate. 
If I am permitted to say, there has been a deplorable divergence 
between the professions of the Government and actual practice. About 
a crore of the people constituting the Scheduled Castes whose education 
has remained utterly hopeless and backward and who could not, lake 
any advantage of the existing educational institutions claimed that 
there should be some special provisions for the spread and promotion 
of education among them. The Government recognised their needs 
and professed sympathy. But what has been the outcome of that 
sympathy? In 1938-39, only Rs. 22,000 was spent; in 1939-40, 
Rs. 90,000 was spent; in 1940-41, Rs. 2,85,000 was provided and during 
the year 1941-42, Rs. 1,50,000 has been provided. Of the amount of 
Rs. 2,85,000 for 1940-41, Rs. 1,03,000 could not even be utilised. All 
these sums have been drawn from the Scheduled Castes Education Fund 
of Rs. 5 lakhs which was created in 1938-39, but although we were 
under the impression that the Government woitld spend Rs. 5 lakhs 
every year; we found to our regret that it was only a lump fcrant f 0 j 
the specific purpose of creating a Fund. If it were an annual provi* 
sion, the Government should have spent more than Rs. 15 lakhs during 
the last few years. But even this Fund of Rs. 5 lakhs could not b* 
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fully used, and we were told that since the Scheduled Castes Education 
Advisory Committee with Dr. Jenkins as Chairman could not produce 
a scheme, even these small sums could not be utilised for the promotion 
of education of Scheduled Caste boys. But, Sir, did not the Advisory 
Committee submit their report early in 1940 involving recurring 
expenditure of Rs. 6 lakhs and non-recurring expenditure of Rs. 4 
lakhs? Have the Government taken any definite steps on the recom- 
mendation of the Advisory Committee? Besides in August, 1940, a 
non-official resolution moved in the Assembly for a recurring grant of 
Rs. 10 lakhs every year w r as carried by a majority. Have the Govern- 
ment implemented this resolution of the House? It is not myself 
alone but the entire community which I have the honour to represent 
here may claim to know why the decision of this House has been flouted 
by the Ministry? It is a matter of regret, indeed, that in spite of the 
promises and the resolution passed in this House, the Government seem 
to be apathetic towards the educational progress of the Scheduled 
Castes in Bengal. 

Now, the Government cannot certainly complain that there is no 
scheme, nor should they disown their moral responsibility to remove 
illiteracy among the backward Hindu community. A Special Officer 
has no doubt been appointed to assess the educational needs of these 
castes all over Bengal. But a single officer consisting of one typist 
clerk is appointed to keep in touch with the entire 20 districts of 
Bengal. Even the most ordinary facility of a telephone in the office 
has been denied. In the circumstances, if the Scheduled Castes have 
not derived the full benefit of the appointment, it is a reflection on the 
inadequacy of the Government policy. What is most urgently neces- 
sary in the situation is to constitute small District Committees and 
to appoint an Inspector for each district to help the District Com- 
mittee to assess the needs and requirements of the Scheduled Castes 
in each district and place them before the Special Officer. It is in this 
manner alone that the real educational interests of the Scheduled 
Castes can be served. 1 hope the Government will take this sugges- 
tion into their serious consideration. 

As regards the non-utilisation of the available funds at present, I 
would like to point out that if the recurring grants were given to the 
various Middle English and High English Schools started under the 
auspices of Scheduled Castes, much of the funds would have been 
exhausted and there would remain no funds unspent. Instead of the 
procedure, the grants have not only been on a small scale but also of 
a non-recurring nature. This has placed many High English and 
Middle English Schools in extreme hardships and difficulties and no 
doubt their work has suffered a great deal. I should, therefore, urge 
upon the Government the urgent need for introducing recurring and 
adequate grants for Middle English and High English Schools all 
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over Bengal. To my utter disappointment I beg to point out that in 
many districts of this province, not to speak of High English Schools, 
even the Middle English Schools are not found in many Scheduled 
Caste areas, in spite of repeated demands of our people. I do therefore 
draw the notice of the Government towards the appalling illiteracy 
of the Scheduled Castes of Mymensingh, Nadia, Jalpaiguri. Rangpur, 
etc., for stepping towards the problem of Middle English and High 
English Schools with recurring grant. 

About the resolution passed in August lust for annual grant of 
Rs. 10 lakhs for the promotion of Scheduled Caste education, I should 
also urge the Government to implement it from the current year 
positively. The scheme recommended (by the Advisory Committee 
involves an expenditure of a smaller amount, i,c., u recurring 
expenditure of Rs. 6 lakhs. Let the Government start the operation 
of this scheme in such an amplified form as may he derided and ut 
the same time an annual provision of Rs. 10 lakhs he placed in the 
next year’s budget. Within the scope of this scheme there should be 
(a) the entertainment of District Inspectorate staff to ussist District 
Committees and the Speeial Officer , (h) increased recurring grants for 
schools, (<*) adequate provisions for technical education of the Scheduled 
Caste hoys, so that many of them may he absorbed in the trades and 
industries of the province and to that extent the problem of the un- 
employment may he solved. I should emphasise in this connection 
that t 1 m* policy of the Government in promoting Scheduled Caste 
education has been mainly concerned with grants for schools and 
capital grants for buildings. All this is necessary no doubt, but more 
than this, a plunned programme of expenditure for promoting 
Scheduled Caste education is urgently called for. It is to this aspect 
of the problem of our education that I should like to draw the pointed 
attention of the Ilon’hle Minister for Education. 

The majority of the Scheduled Caste hoys are so poor that on 
account of this poverty they cannot often prosecute their studies for 
a higher' stage. Not only adequate funds should he provided for 
enabling the deserving poor hoys among them for purchasing hooks 
for primary school and college education, hut also there should he an 
adequate number of stipends and scholarships for them, so that they 
may proceed higher or enter into such technical institutions as medical 
schools, veterinary college, engineering college, overseering schools, 
etc. Further, there ought to be separate hostels for them built up at 
Government cost to he attached to different schools and colleges in the 
districts with the recurring grant, for there they may remaiif at much 
less cost than elsewhere. To make a specific reference, the absence of 
B. T. trained Scheduled Caste students has been responsible for depriv- 
ing them of many opportunities in the educational lines. So they 
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should Ibe given special facilities and funds for obtaining B. T. train- 
ing. These requirements of t|ie Scheduled Caste boys are very urgent 
and unless the scheme which I have outlined above does not include 
them, no attempt is likely to assist the educational progress of my 
community in a real and effective way. 

Sir, it is far from my intention and further from my mind to sing 
in doleful strain the educational deficiency of my community in this 
House. There is no need for that, for we have nothing to pray for, we 
have a right and claim for demanding our due which is ours in view 
of our numerical position and political importance. The Poona Pact 
provided for increasing educational facilities for us, since we are 
educationally more backward than the Muslims for whom this Ministry 
is always showering doles. If Government is prepared to make amends 
for their past negligence, they must come forward with money for the 
uplift of the Scheduled Caste and other backward Hindus educationally, 
politically and socially. With these words, Sir, 1 commend my motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Sir, the present popular 
Government has been formed under the provisions of the Government 
of India Act of 1935, that is, according to the provisions of t he Com- 
munal Award, which is a blessing in disguise for the people of India, 
and, I shall explain by concrete example why I call it a blessing in 
disguise. 

Fnder the provisions of the India Act of 1935, Government has 
got special responsibilities for the safeguard of the interests of the 
minority communities, that is, the Scheduled Castes. Sir, politically 
and educationally advanced sections of Hindus are ever indifferent to 
the social, educational and political upliftment of the backward and 
illiterate sections of the Hindu-masses. Hence, as a liberal and fair 
policy of Government, the entire Hindu community lias been politically 
divided into two parts, namely, the Caste Hindus and the Scheduled 
Castes, under the Government of India Act of 1935. Those who are 
educationally and politically advanced are classed as Caste Hindus, 
and those who are educationally and politically 'backward are called 
Scheduled Castes. The Scheduled Castes consisting of about 76 sub- 
castes form about one-fifth of the total population of the province. 
And the object and fair policy of Government under the India Act 
of 1935 is to give them special educational and political facilities and 
privileges. 

Now, let us see how far the present Government has fulfilled this 
policy with regard to the education of the Scheduled Castes. 

Of course, Government sanctioned a grant of Rs. 5 lakhs in 1938, 
and appointed a Special Officer, and a Scheduled Caste Education Com- 
mittee with Dr. Jenkins as Chairman, and, the Special Officer as 
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Secretary, to look after the advancement of the education of the 
Scheduled Castes. And we are thankful to Government for that. But, 
now ; from the attitude and actions of Government, we do not find any 
indications whether the office would be made permanent soon, and it 
is not yet furnished with proper staff and equipment, and the office 
has not yet been supplied with every minor thing like a ’phone even 
after our repeated demands for the same. And Government has not as 
yet sanctioned any adequate recurring grant for the maintenance of the 
office. 

For the first two or three years, Government took some interest in 
the education of the Scheduled Castes, but as time passed on, Govern- 
ment- seem to be rather indifferent to the upliftment of the Scheduled 
Castes, that is, the illiterate masses. For the first two or three years, 
Government awarded an adequate number of stipends to the Scheduled 
Caste students, and as a result of that encouragement, there is a 
considerable increase in the number of Scheduled Caste students; but 
in this year’s budget there is no sufficient fund to meet the increased 
demands of the Scheduled Custe students, and, whatever provision is 
made for their stipends for the year ending on the if 1st March, 1941, 
is still not given to them, though the financial year is coming to an 
end, qjid by the expiry of which whatever provision was made for their 
stipends will be lapsed. 

In this connection, I beg to draw the attention of lion’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department to the fact that even in a state 
like Mysore and some other provinces, education lias been made tntirely 
free up to the High School Standard, and the backward or Scheduled 
Caste students there are to pay no tuition fees. 

In this year’s budget only a grant of Rs. 1^ lakhs has been sanctioned 
towards the Scheduled Caste Education Fund, which is not at all 
adequate to meet their demands in consideration of their numerical 
strength, vast illiteracy and poverty. 

Under the circumstances, as a sincere supporter, I respectfully ask 
this popular Government to adopt a more liberal policy with regard 
to the advancement of the education of the Scheduled Castes, to give 
effect to the scheme submitted by the Scheduled Caste Education Com- 
mittee, and to make education entirely free for the poor uud illiterate 
Scheduled Caste people. 

Sir, I wish to explain by concrete example why I call the Communal 
Award a blessing in disguise for the people of India. t 

It has roused political consciousness in the minds of the people 
of all the different communities, and, as a result of that, every com- 
munity now demands its legitimate share in the administration of the 
country. 
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It has brought about unity in every community, as, for instance, 
before the anti-award days or before the Communal Award, the Hindus 
were Brahmins, Kshatriyas, iSaidyas and Sudras, that is, Banerjee , 
Chatter jee , Mukerjee , Ganguli , Chakrabarty , Battacharjee , Ghorh, Bose , 
Gufui, Mitra , etc. But now they say, as was said aloud during the 
last census operations, we are all Hindus and Hindus and nothing else. 
Now my Castjj Hindu friends do not quote the verse of the Gita 
wfaf from:’ —that is “Brahmins, Kshatriyas, 
Baisyas and Sudras, and they do not say now Sudras are born to serve 
the other three castes.” 

So, my Muslim friends also now do not say, Mugal, Pathan, Syed, 
Shia, Sunni, etc., but they say from the poorest to the richest, we are 
all Mussulmans, and they have now become so united and powerful 
that no power in the world can resist their forward move in politics. 

Our Scheduled Caste friends also now' have learned to say, w*e are 
Scheduled, we are Scheduled; to some extent at least. 

But Sir, I fail to understand the policy of those Hindu friends who 
are now moving heaven and earth to destroy the Communal Award and 
thereby destroy the political move and growth of the people and nation 
and the country. 

And I also fail to understand the policy and political knowledge 
of my Scheduled Caste friends in the Opposition who are siding with 
those who are trying their level best to destroy the Communal Award, 
the creator or originator of the Scheduled Caste members in the Legis- 
latures. I regret very much to mention that, Sir, mv Scheduled Caste 
friends in the Opposition do not possess this much understanding to 
realise that by siding with them, they (Scheduled Caste, friends) also 
help the destruction of the Communal Award, their creator, and thereby 
put an end to their own existence in the Legislatures in the future 
Constitution. So, I appeal to my Scheduled Caste friends in the 
Opposition to co-operate with Government. 


Baku LAKSHMI NARAYAN BISWAS : >reMfe nfflv ** 

ft: toot trsfa wTr, ftror'^tftftj^n i ctciy 

w«ihw*i, ’P5TO1 'S *flt% >3^131 ftfftf fto* \ 

ft's? ortrY iferrifi Tftre 5 ^ Pm* 1 

’ftp-fa c’fcrtf ftyni *fftr i ft«H, crs ^5 5 ^ | 

w^PifaftK *rft vtfo ftftrtt* <stw ftn -mr t5t5i rtc* ftspr 
’"rtftra 1 ^prfaftiffir ?:<rr 4* ftsR ^ ft^, 

*!'»*'*< ftWYrt ftrlfa5 ’TWffft^SRl tfftusa (Trt ?ftf (TPR 

^falws cYffa 1 
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?f? crcl? w?romn:l? fern fv*R ^iftrs sir, si? cTO* ifaltft *fitas 

SIT, sf? C*HC4 1tf%C3’ ?t?tf5 S? <3C? Non-Government school ^fif? tffo 

lol'cvt 6 ^? 4TO i wlft TOftv^ srofta 

vifa^ (5 ??r TO^f%? tffe “to fe?n ^5? ?’*i” ??rl? toi?j ftj 

%$ (TFffcl fwi CTO tf?tC? WJ ^^t¥m C?T«fVt3I v? ^f% 

°l5<i& I TOlfs OTt??, T ?tf? ?f%C3 4& lf?OT? vt?^t? fTOi 

s#t q .wull f? ^tr?s ?i c?, ??*:to? ^PrtOTcl? snrw? c^r 
i5<c?*fc to to '9 if$?t? ?c?t't ifc?n <ro i tot is<cv«$ v?sfa 
TOt? 6 te: &r&c?$ ^?f¥$ i elite? 5 ?$ OTYflt^t csrm cTO*t$ Ifi^n 
to i 


TfTHl 1% ?C? ?C?*J •? , C? StStS 6 ! CTO?? C^OTD iRltl^ 

fifa?i sm ss i tct? TOjf% fa? fa? TO s t wfei fro sfaTO i jqv? 
fa in ? pf ^ iRrm cl^st^ro i ?fa ^ ns to? '^I'cv^ stcs 
wrei ?i 7u ^t?i TOmTOi? cro?i Pm stre ?f*$ str? i 

?5t^f3 OTIV4I. U?? TO? ftwH WU ?$ Ftfaft ?fa? I $ 
TOufTO C? W? fTO?F fTO?P5t? ??% TO? j t g t C?? qualification Govern- 
ment -school ^f%? fTOTOI? COT C??? ^Cl ?R OT, fTO? C^NTSt? 

fro 9 $?vs\ ^tro? cot cro wjy\ ?r ?? ; fas v:cl? far? *ttf?!ffa* 
'cftcir? ??? ?t3 to fa? ?f%c?t 7? 1 4?t ^ro cvwrei *t$?i '*5<c? c 1> 

^t? from ??:-*? to? faww *tctoi t[fti *fos1 TOi c?*s? c«W 
to? i ??:to to? farrow w\ ?tsi*?i ?tft?t? sr?r ^tro? $ to?t 
^fUT CTO?? OT7 1$?R| ^G-\0 6t?1 ?t? f??t9 TO ?ftr3 IRT I ?^n51- 
^tc? f?:??t? srfe^ ?tst?TO ^?t? to sfc f*fw<sf%? ^sTO 

*tfTOtCRl Tfro C'ttf (??1 ?t? i3?t9 “?t9\51 M I T3i]? 4$ ^tfro? sft?-*3? 
9 TOT?^ TOOT^tC 6 !? tffe TOT? MTS f?C??? ?^:TO TOTO ?lft?l 

'Ttc?', <4 ?* ^ ?? to? PhPF^t? ?-jTOt? ?fi^5 ftwst? TOt ?f?in — « r- 

STST?^?? CTO COT? ft?FT? ?f??1 TOtUi CTO? ?t?? ?1TO ^TtC?? 
^f?OT f?n? ???T? S^? f 4$ To ^tf? TOT? SW CIV srfsro I 

Th® Hovi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. Sir, before I nay a few 

words on the points that have been raised, I would ask the House to 
remember that we are discussing the budget which has been produced 
under war conditions and when the demands of economy are absolutely 
imperative. But in spite of all these disadvantages, I propose to cite 
some figures which will show that we have not been unmindful to our 
duty towards the Scheduled jCaste people. We made a provision of 
Rs. 5 lakhs three years back and as soon as we found that the amount 
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was going to be exhausted, we had made a provision of Rs. 1J lakhs, for 
the spread of education among the Scheduled Caste people, for giving 
stipends to college and schoolboys. 

Now, Sir, a permanent provision of Rs. 19,200 has also been made 
for awarding scholarships to Scheduled Caste students. Over and 
above these, Rs. 10,000 is being given this year under a supplementary 
budget, out of the 5 lakhs provided, for stipends to college boys. As 
a result, I may tell the House, that about 75 per cent, of Scheduled 
Caste students will be getting stipends which is a position not available 
to students of the other communities. 

Now, Sir, as a general rule no provision for stipend is made for post- 
graduate students, but having regard to the backwardness of the 
Scheduled Castes in higher education, about 70 per cent, of their 
students would be given stipends for post-graduate studies — a conces- 
sion which is not given to any other community. Stipends and scholar- 
ships are reserved for students in veterinary college and engineering 
college; seats have been reserved in training schools and training 
colleges and technical schools and colleges throughout the province. 
Up till now Government have given subvention to the University for 
Scheduled Caste students and we are increasing that, and we have in 
contemplation the making of a commodious hostel for Scheduled Caste 
students in Calcutta and also increasing our grants to the University 
for giving stipends to hostels for Scheduled Caste students. Further, 
we can assure our friends that subject to the limitations of the war, 
we will do our utmost to advance Scheduled Caste education in the 
province. 

The motion of Mr. Amrita Ixil Mandal that the demand of 
Rs. 1,G8,74,(K)0 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — 
General” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 1,08,74,000 for expenditure under the head 
“37 — Education — General” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, before I make my observations, I say at once that I do not 
intend to raise any communal question. I shall first begin with the 
Lady llrahourne College for Girls. We find that this provision of 
Rs. 71,000 has been made with a view* to open B.A. and I. Sc. Classes in 
that college. May I enquire, Sir, if this heavy sura is intended to be 
a recurring grant or a pon-recurring grant? The next question which 
I ask is: Mas the Government any policy in making these provisions 
for the Government colleges? It is widely known that the demand for 
women’s education in colleges is ever-increasing and the need of women’s 
colleges is also very great. Now, I ask the Government, how does it 
propose to discharge its responsibility in that matter? Should the 
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Government have established the Lady Brabourne College for only a 
handful of women students, or should it not have thrown open the 
college to a large number of students of all communities f The number 
of ’women students in Calcutta is increasing every year. At present 
there are more than 1,500 women students in the Calcutta colleges, of 
whom there is provision for residence of only 300 of them, and I put 
it to the Hon'ble Chief Minister: Is it not a shame that not a single 
special hostel for lady students in colleges is maintained by the Govern- 
ment at its expense for the benefit of lady students all over Calcutta, 
at least for a considerable portion of them? This question was the 
subject-matter of correspondence between the University and the 
Government in 1937 and although the University was prepared to pay 
even one-half of the cost of the building, the Government has not dis- 
closed its mind yet. That was in 1937 and to-day is 1941. Govern- 
ment has neither accepted nor refused the offer of the University to pay 
at least one-half of the cost of the building. The present Government 
does not appear to have paid any attention to the question of 
deprovineialisation of colleges. Government colleges were established 
so that they might serve as pioneers or models. As pioneerR they may 
have done their work in the past, but they can no longer claim to be 
models, and they now cease to inspire. A comparison of the University 
result's of non-Government colleges with those of Government colleges 
fails to give any justification for the continued existence of the Govern- 
ment colleges as such. What is now needed is greater assistance to the 
efforts of the community by Government grants which might be made 
out of the funds set free after the Government colleges are deprovin- 
eialised. The Government colleges are now absolutely unnecessary and 
their deprovineialisation will not merely be a measure of economy, but 
will be in the best interests of education, aR the amount set free will 
greatly help the non-Government colleges in securing the efficiency and 
standing which most of them deserve. T may remind the present 
Government that after the Mukherji Retrenchment Committee had 
submitted report in 1923 in favour of deprovineialisation, the Minister 
of Education — not the present Minister of this Government but a 
previous minister of a previous Government — held a Conference 
and declared in favour of deprovineialisation, provided that 
the amount set free is given for the purpose of increasing 
the grants to non-Government institutions. That was a definite 
declaration which the then Minister had made at the Conference. 
We find that for the nine Government colleges for men there 
is a provision for Rs. 16 lakhs and for the two Government arts 
colleges for women there is a provision for Rs. 2,50,Y)00. Now 
compare the niggardly amounts that have been given to the non- 
Government colleges for mey with the figures for the Government 
colleges. For the non-Government Arts colleges for men, and there are 
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now about 50 colleges — of course all of them do not get grants; only 
24 get grants — and for the 24 colleges the niggardly amount of 
Rs. 4, 11 >000 has been provided* For the non-Gfovernment colleges for 
women, and there are as many as 8 or 9 now, the niggardly provision 
of Rs. 28,000 has been made. 

Now, let us see what will be the effect of the deprovincialisation. 
An amount of about Rs. 20 lakhs will be set free for division amongst 
the non-Government institutions. I have not taken into account the 
professional colleges, which might remain as they are at present. 

I next mention the case of the recently started college, the Fazlul 
Huq College at Chakhai . Sir, it is a very heavy amount, and I do not 
know whether it is the policy of Government to treat all colleges on the 
same footing and to deal with them equally and uniformly. Sir, in 
educational matters, we ought not to proceed on any consideration other 
than academic, ami J cannot help mentioning that there is a strong 
public feeling in the country that that grant, namely, Rs. G7.000, has 
been made to the Fazlul Huq College on grounds other than academic, 
and I shall ask Government to declare its policy in the matter of making 
grants to non-Government colleges when Government is expected to 
look to the welfare not merely of one college nr two colleges, hut of all 
colleges all over the pro\ince. Our Chief Mini>ter should not forget 
that he is not the Chief Minister ot one college or two colleges only, but 
he is the Chief Minister of all colleges in Bengal. (Mr. Sasanka 
Skkuaji Sanyal : Hear! hear!) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, without 
moving the cut motion tabled by me. I rise to discuss generally on the 
main “Education” budget demand of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. 

Sir, while according my whole-hearted support to the general provi- 
sions of the “Education” budget, I think 1 shall be failing in my duty 
if I do not give expression to my criticism regarding the inadequacy 
of the provision for adult education. Speaking on this subject last 
year 1 stressed the extreme urgency and need for a concerted move on the 
part of Government to eradicate illiteracy from the province. Sir, we 
find that, a paltry sum of Rs. 92, (KM) has been provided for so vast and 
important a problem. It seems apparent, therefore, that the Govern- 
ment havo not fully realised the importance of adult education. Sir, 
it pains me to find that the Government is uselessly expending its 
energy and money in concentrating its attention in spreading primary 
education in the country. This, to my way of thinking, is puttng the 
cart before the horse. For I strongly hold that if illiteracy of the 
parents is Removed and if mass education of the adults is sufficiently 
carried on, primary education of the children is bound to follow in the 
wake as a necessearv corollary. That there is provision for compulsory 
education in the Primary Education Act is indicative of the fact that 
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the problem is being tackled by Government from the wrong end. For, 
there cannot be any question of compulsion if the parents are made to 
taste the fruits of rudimentary learning? Again, we have also on the 
statute book a Water-Hyacinth Act. And Government have been 
spending annually a considerable amount of time, money and energy 
in campaigns for the removal and destruction of water-hvacinth. This 
superficially appears to be a laudable effort. But if one stops to ponder, 
one can realise how much wastage of money and energy can l>e saved 
if there is first an effort on the part of Government to tackle the ques- 
tion of removal of illiteracy. Once sufficient consciousness is aroused 
or a desire and taste for learning is created, there would be an all- 
round effort on the part of the people themselves to better their own 
conditions and improve their own standard of living. We have seen 
a province- wide water-hyacinth campaign and the sincere efforts made 
in this direction by Government; officials. But due to indifference and 
callousness of the people themselves the results were far from satis- 
factory. Money and energy were expended, but our beeh and rivers 
are as full of this lilac devil as it was before the campaign. What then 
has been the net gain? Had the same amount of money and energy 
been spent for a province-wide literary drive, I feel confident that there 
would surely have been some net gain to the country. Every person 
made* literate is, I think, some definite gain to the people and n step, 
however insignificant, towards the attainment of the ideals of a pro- 
gressive country. I, therefore, repeat once more that the Government 
is putting the cart before the horse. I accordingly plead most strongly 
and most earnestly for a change of outlook and a change of policy in 
this respect. Sir, the benefits of mass primary education of the children 
will accrue to the country after two decades. But two decades is a long 
span — a very long spun of time indeed — in the political history of a 
country. Within this span of time nations can rise from chaotic condi- 
tions to the fullest pinnacle of splendour and prosperity and at the same 
time history has also shown us that the most progressive of countries 
have tottered and fallen. Even “the sick man of Europe” is now’ a 
force to l»e reckoned with — and this too within a span of two decades 
only. When the whole history of nations is in the melting pot, we can 
ill-afford to waste a single moment. Now, on the other hand, the 
benefits of adult education will be immediate. Expedition should now 
be the order of the day. 

Sir, it is indeed sad to reflect that when all the other provinces have 
started and are carrying out literacy campaigns, we in Bengal are so 
callously indifferent to this all-important and vital need. Governments 
in other major provinces are conferring incalculable benefit to the 
people by paying due attention to this question by launching literacy 
campaigns throughout the area under their respective administrations. 
Sir, Bengal was once the storehouse of knowledge and learning. But 
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now, alas, we are on the verge of an intellectual bankruptcy. We 
must strive to shake of! our state of complacency and regain our lost 
pride of place. I would, therefore, urge the Government to cut down 
some capital expenditure on account of grants for the purpose of erect- 
ing magnificent buildings tor schools and colleges. It is not the quality 
of buildings and their palatial nature that is wanted for Bengal where 
the bulk of the population live in huts and tin shedB. Attention must 
be paid to the equipment of schools and colleges and quality of teaching 
rather than providing magnifirient structures for Btudents who after 
completion of their period of education have to go back to their houses 
•where the absence of yucca structures becomes more keenly felt and 
tends to create an unhapply atmosphere at home. School and college 
buildings should be in conformity to the standard of living of our 
poverty-stricken country and the savings under this head can easily be 
diverted for the purpose of adult education. I make this suggestion, 
Sir, in all seriousness, and hope that it will receive the consideration of 
Government which it so richly deserves. I do not therefore favour the 
provisions for — 

(1) Building Grnnt to Coronation Girls’ High English School — 

Rs. 36,058. 

(2) Additional Building Grant to Madrussah — Bs. 20,000. 

(3) Building Grant to Vidyasagar Banibhaban School — Rs. 18,000. 

(4) Building Grant to Sarshina Madrassah — Rs. 10,000. 

And would recommend the utilisation of the saving of Rs. 84,058 for 
adult education. 

Now, Sir, I put forward a concrete and constructive proposal for 
the consideration of the Minister in charge. I advocate the constitu- 
tion of a Board of Adult Education in Bengal with the following 
personnel : — 

(1) Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education. 

(2) and (3) Vice-Chancellors of Calcutta and Dacca Universities. 

(4) Director of Public Instruction. 

(5) Director of Public Information. 

(6) Director of Rural Reconstruction. 

(7) and *.(8) Two members elected by the members of the Assembly 

from amongst themselves. 

(9) One member elected by the members of the Council from 
amongst themselves. 
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(10) One representative of the Bengal Adult Education. 

(11) and (12) Two members nominuted by Government, 

and suggest that a recurring sum of Rs. 5 lakhs be provided for and 
placed at the disposal of the Board for the purpose amongst others of 
(1) organising literacy campaigns throughout the province, (2) consti- 
tuting at all district headquarters Branch Adult Education Boards and 
granting subsidies to them, and (3) devising ways and means to establish 
night schools in the villages of the province and making monthly 
grants-in-aid to them. 

Sir, five lakhs of rupees for such a nation-building purpose is, I am 
sure, not asking too much. Sir, we propose to make a grant of 
Rs. 1,(X),00() for air raid victims of ruthless aggression and destruction. 
I cannot help saying that in our country we also have millions of 
victims of pestilence, famine and flood who are crying out for help and 
succour. That succour and help has been forthcoming from the present 
Government, but how grossly inadequate that help has been. So this 
extra amount of 5 lakhs of rupees which will go to the root of the 
solution of the problem of our ignorance, bigotry and backwardness 
should be found at all costs. 

Sir, we have at the helm of affairs of this province, and particularly 
in charge of the Education portfolio, a man who is the idol of the 
multitude — a man who would give his life-blood for the betterment of 
the condition of the masses. To-day I appeal to that man in t lie nume 
of the vast bulk of our illiterate and unfortunate brethern to give this 
matter his most urgent and most serious consideration. I am confident 
my appeal will not go in vain. May it so please the Almighty 
Providence ! 

Mr. A. M. A: ZAMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, fan TOtro Cl Demand 
oqt'KM ^51 oppose CTOU5 I TO ^Ffa‘l 4* W7 

<forf 'Tvrcr w*tt 

TOptTs wi ?r?rf% crotro w*rr oro Tfroi 

sirft i fyghre : srt cro yfcn cron w i ifto wtft rtut 

free primary school <X fal TO ^3R1 4$ — TOTO Cfafe 

fcfal 4FT TOTO fro CTOtCTO free primary education 

OTSfll 05t«T I TOrfw 1% ^TO 'olC^ *F*1 I <5 <5 i oft4 

^ ijto ftor s toi fare* TOt^r ftro far fro crTt 

$TOTOC?tel (7T&1 TOl TORft I 41 It*! fw <7rSl C*m 1 

tfttl M l CTOttTO «RT '$*1 TOT1 <?Ft^TC?^ TOE TO fimJpf free 
primary education. f% *1$) t TO 7 !! . CTOtCTO CoCW fTO 
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RtR TO TO fror CTOtCR (THHSl C"WtCRl, TO CRtRCRl OStTOR WRT free 
primary education^ RJRT1 CRtCRfa I TORR TO f*T>Fl 

RftTO 5tCR RRt Rft I WtR WTR RtRTO School Board 

rri wtR wtR TOTO ^51 ^ri rr Rft i ^fan r$ crTOr 

crri fanrcg; ^RtcRR 7fR<n rcr, TO'ft i (TO'gfa TOtcRR rTO Rrtw rtto 
R fcR (7# RtRTO Board TRRtR <TOl WtCRC&R 1 ^TCTtRT TOTO CRTO 
CtfCRfl&R Rrfaqi RtR R1 CRTO RRRtR C&£l TOR fa I RRS Rt^RtCRtR plan 
WttR fag TO RR Rt$ I '$ RtRl TO Board$f%W fa *ttR RtW 

RtRtR TO RRRI faffcg I Ft-RI CWeTtlT RfRtRR^fS RtRfaf%"ttRR tftt 3 ! TO 
RflSRR CRfaR TOR fafa CRRtRTO RR Boards Vice-President (TO 
TOI TOtRR 4R* teachertRR TO fatRR CRRttR Wfa Conference 
RIR I RRfaR TO CRfaR TOR 4tRtgR 'SCR teacherRl RR gtfc 4tRR I 

$Rr TOR RR! CRtR — CTORI oRtRR <RRT TR WttR^ I 4RTtR TO1T RtRTO 
Muslim League Rflfa, League RRI ^ j TOR District 

Board^R <4R* School Boards election TOlttj> I TO Rt^f? 
TO RR RtRRtR League TO1 RRRRR I TOTO CRRlRRtR TOT fattR 

RRI R^^l f TOT TOTOR teacher^ Rt^tos TO (TO TO fatR 
CTOT 4CRR I TO CRtR School BoardiJR TO I TO TO R^tR 

TO TO School Board Qf%W CTO TO CStCRCS I Rit RttRR TO 

RTJ RTO CTO faTO SRT TOtR CRttRC^T I TO*t CRTRU5R RWOT fa^l 

R1 CTO TOR $*ffo CTO TORI TO TO R^RtR $fa TOR»WR PfTO 
'5RT fa TOD CRttRCSR $1 $fa fafWR JW ftCR TOcTO faWR TO CTO 

TO &5R TOR I TOW R^PS RW ^ RR Rtt55 I S5R2 TOR TO 

CRW tax TOR CRTO TOR schools TOtUS RCR I ^ primary 

education 4*R$ compulsory ^Ri !RpT I 

fajfas: 5fa w&w cTOc^r fac^R to i (TN^r fa &sft tot ? 
(TRtCR CTOR bfafi W^l I ^ft^R \5tCR RRRtR "3RT 

fag TOR fa I Sfa Rfa ^^(5 R1 RlP Industrial School Rl College 

CTO§R TOTOT 'RY3: CRTO ^3^1 STOR RRRfR ( 5 $) (TO I TOW <R RR 

(TOR CgWRl CRRTOl fTO'S 5tTO-RtTO RTO R1 Sfa Rfa Industrial 

School Rl College WttlJR TOTOT CR^ RR C^CRRI CRTOR faTOto 

CTOR faWRl (TO Industries start WfC^ ^ TOn Industrial 

fields TOlt WtTO WtCR faw *tt^ I TOftCR TOtR RTR 

RR W^R W RtCTOR RtTRR TOtR R1TO51 I fal Sfa ^faR CotR 
TOTOR CTO ilW^R, (TO #ft CR1W TO WfCR CRRtRtR TO College 

WtCRC^R I Sfa ^FWRRft, Sfa RRWR RFRI TOR I 'O RtR (TO TO I gtCR 
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cTOT, torri cTO cro^r 5ft ftcws tosto TOTOi *rt 3R? 

TO? cwrt or TO? to to? to TO? ^tor? TOfTO? to ?rr — TOTO 
<$RT tor C45 cTO, OTOnTO TOTO R I <tR? RR?t3 TO® College J3 
C 9 ft^T3 TO? TO ?T?TO feft CTORt^H I OttW RR?1 TO? TO TO?R 

•Ti I T$t?l W^5f R” TOR?? ^ftT3 TOFC? TO? (TO College^ RTTO 
TO! ftTO (great laughter.) 5ft 4W I ?RCR RRR? 

^ CTOtRT, TOR CTOfafa Col lege ij ^ TOtRT TOl ’TO fajC$t 5*t^ 
CTO® TO^f ^ I TOTO TO? ^TO R* i to 01 TO?ftJt w? 

^RTC^T iH* 4? TO? TOto CfTOR^ 4 ?mtfo TOl TO CTOC?$ TO? I 
*M4I? TOTTOSTSi ?tT3 ^FS’cpf TORC4 «R| c,5|RtB\ '3TT2T3 ^ 

TO CTO? TO CTO*? crt) TO05 I TOTO 4?i CTO ?ft tor TOTt fal£ 
CTO'S TO, TORR! TOT^ to ?[OTO district ij, R 

TO'TO ?CW 'dTCR Rt'ttRt'4 ^fCS R^'t TOTO Industrial School ?i College 
4?TO srrr faj C?4?C*R TOTO? TOTO TO R to T5T* TOTORRf? faj 
5 tot? omcro r* '/to to tor r® i totot toto? toto cro 
toi cTO? cto? TO®? ?mi cros TO i fa* to si w??t? c&Si c^tc#? 
?i i 31? croc? TO to?i tort Tot i toh 4?or a?c??i tors TOR 
5ic? '/TO ?ftfa ?TO® TOR l ®*R TO TOl TO% tfTO ?#t TOR 
?i it? *ro? cro fro 'cj~yz re? *i i cnt ^ 5ft TO to r totr^ 

CTOPn ?1 !ffTOR TOTOl 0?<fM®l ftTO® TO? I TO !ftoOT 3 to 4C4TOC? 

TO^ to tot^ TO fc f Sft TO CTOOR / ^ TO -iTO 3JSft TOIR 

to !ftoro OPtR CKA C TOR TO §fa to r WTO =TTO OffCiT 
RC«1 OfTO I ilTOS *to areaCS !fto =rST TOR f[toR=i 

to^Tl TOto OTO TOT1 TOft ^ S ^f3TOR TO TO?1 >/ RP ^RffeTO 
Sft TOto^T 4 TOR R1 TO I fV^ R1 TOiT ^41 — TO 
CTO, fa CTOTO ^ CTOTO =rm'5 faf^ <CW TORR 5T1 I 

TOn Rt<fR to rTOcr fro %c^r TO^f^r ^rt^i toR TO 
#t^TO TOT Wriri Rr TOR ^tTOStfa “^tTOR” RFtR RC4CR I 

vilTO Hitler ir ^4 TO R Rt^l C¥ ^fC^T ! fa^ TOTOTfrl RCT 
TO 3tTO C5CTO 1 CTO^R, TO ^Tt^TO TOR TO R$ TOR C'ftTO 
Rfa TOT training CTO5 TOR I =TR 5ft TOTOT R^P 3 !fftTO?R 

faro ftr to fa TO't #ft 5ft tortR i 4 ?ro ##t toto r 

TOTT CTOl OTR RQ^l TO *T1 I RR^T ^1 RtRC^ Primary Education free 
TO! CTO C^ TOT 3TOR TO CTO fR RSTH CTfRR ^«tT5 tofOT? W 
4ft Cfl ? 4RT3 TORT fcc«c£H CTOT rfR TO TOW tffrg, JfTO 
TOTO 0f4l to *n (7$ ftw ftjR 3 Tot rSi 4CTO TO? I C^RR 

20 
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(to ^n, a ‘rwta (xus cstin sW? fctn 

ij^N a 6 f^i siHi cttus 9 11c< »n, o\ 

f~ ^ ^ 

«FtCTC^T I *tfT5 ^9 ClN 6 ! CTfaTS *tfal ^T, *rtrs m t i 

(Ttni T-f*tn t?, #flf^rfa srt m (sftcs swfa 

w ^ ^ wr cttm i nm TBtw, ^twt? *tf in *rcfi 

C^t^ O r^5fl (TtCTO* I Ort T ^Tf?, ^Tt? 5 ^ *tl 

^ *t;*lfCTO C^fOT <W ^tftn WTOT f-m*T W?l CStOICS?, 
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(TO *n ti\ i 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, l am thankful to my 
friend Mr. Manmatlm Nath ttoj tor giving me an opportunity not 
merely of explaining the Government policy regarding women’s educa- 
tion and provision of hostels for women students, hut also removing 
certain misapprehensions regarding the college m m\ district which 
has the misfortune of hearing my name. 1 first take up the question 
of the Lady Brabourne College. 1 have heard it remarked that Govern- 
ment are spending money merely on Muslim education without pa\ing 
any heed to the needs of ihe education of other communities. Sir, let 
me remind the House that the Lad\ Brabourne College is open to 
students of all communities and at the present moment we have got 
Hindu students, Indian Christian students as well as Muslim students, 
and it is no fault of ours that the number of students in this college is 
still very low. We have welcomed and are welcoming every student, 
Muslim or non-Muslim, and regarding the staff, as a matter of fact, 
we have not taken into consideration anything except the higher 
standard of education. Sir, I am myself very much concerned about 
women’s education. I feel that women’s education has been proceed- 
ing entirely on a wron g line, and the manner in which women students 
aie sometimes huddled with boys in certain circumstances makes me 
apprehensive about the future of female education in this country. 
I therefore welcome any move to start institutions where our lady 
students can read in an atmosphere which would be congenial to 
imparting education to women students undisturbed by any of the 
influences which sometimes find their w*ay in what is called co-educa- 
tion or even by setting apart certain hours of the day for education of 
women students through male professor*. My idea is to have colleges 
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for women students where they would receive instruction* at the hands 
of women professors and lecturers. The Lady Bru bourne College is 
one step in that direction. 

As regards the provision of hostels for women students, we are 
trying to meet the demands of women students in this city by co-operat- 
ing with Women’s Society, and over and abo\e that 1 am prepared 
to consider with the utmost possible sympathy that we can offer any 
scheme that may be put forward for the establishment of a hostel in 
the city for women students. I suggest to my friend Mr. Rny (hat he 
should take up this question and induct 4 the University to formulate a 
scheme, and 1 can promise that (io\einmont will fully co-operate with 
the University in this matter ot providing hostels for women students 
whenever that may be ready. We cannot forget that the women'* 
cause is also the men’s cause and the education of women is a step in the 
direction of our national improvement. Now , Sir, as regards the Ludy 
Brabourne College, the amount ot Us. 71,01)0 includes both recurring 
and non-recurring charges The recurring charges will be about 
Ks 2d, 000 and the re^t of it will be non-recurring for the purchase of 
instruments for tin 4 Science Classes. 1 submit. Sir, that considering 
the demand and having regard to the fact that we are purchasing 
instruments under war conditions which have increased the prices a 
pood deal and the amount that we are going to spend over the improve- 
ment bf the Lady Brabourne College by opening B.A. and l.Se. 
Clashes, the amount that has been budgeted is not too much. 

Now, Sir, as regards that unfortunate college at Chakhar, the 
position is this. I feel that colleges in mere towns will not seive the 
purpose for which colleges are meant and that it necessary to try and 
bring education within the doors of our poor people in rural areas. 
With that object in view — I am sorry I have to strike a personal note 
here — I decided to start the college in my own village not for the 
purpose of perpetuating my name because that I do not think is 
necessary. I am not a man of ambition and whatever little 1 have 
done ought to be enough for me and my ambition. I have no ambition 
to see my name perpetuated. I w T as not nn applicant for this nomen- 
clature of the college. The Governing Body of the college, much 
against my will and in spite of my protests, decided to name the college 
after me, just as the Dacca University decided to name a Muslim Hall 
after my name. I was not an applicant for that. They have done all 
this out of love and affection for me. (Cries of “Oh! oh!" from the 
Opposition Benches.) 

Leaving aside the name, Sir, I gave this college my paternal home 
in my district and adjoining lands worth about Rs, 50,000, and I have 
given some money from my own pocket. I have borrowed money to 
complete the building. And this sum of Rs. 67,000 represents only the 
debts that we owe to the various merchants and others in order to 
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complete tlie project by the time His Excellency the Governor will be 
tble to go there and open it. Under the rules, we are entitled to get 
Rs. 72,000 on half-and-half basis. There are cases in which Govern- 
ment have paid the entire cost of construction, but in this case we have 
only taken the amount necessary for meeting the debts that were 
incurred in building the institution. 

My friend Mr. Roy has been saying things and has asked me to 
point out whether this is the solitary instance in which Government 
have started a college with a contribution. May I point out to him, 
Sir, that we have paid Rs. M,000 to the Bagerhat College. The City 
College has been paid Rs. '>0,000 already and an application is still 
pending and we are going to spend some more money to wipe off its 
debts. We have paid Rs. H lakhs to the Victoria Institution which is 
not a Muslim institution at all. We have paid Rs. 1A lakhs to the 
St. Xavier’s College. We have paid Rs. 2J lakhs to the Burdwan Raj 
College. Therefore, Sir. we have taken only a fraction of the amount 
to which we are entitled under t ho grant-in-aid rules. 

My friend Mr. lioy has said that Government colleges do not justify 
their existence at the present moment, because there are many non- 
(lovernment colleges which are better. Ma\ 1 point out to him, Sir, 
that a scrutiny of the result s will .show that although some boys in these 
uon-Uovernmenl colleges occupy very high places in the different exa- 
minations, the percentage ot passes in the Presidency College and other 
Government colleges is still higher than the percentage of passes in 
ihe case of non-Government Colleges. (Mr. Sas\nk\ Skkhak Sanyai.: 
Question.) You may question, but that is a statement of fact You 
may question everything. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAU You have no figures It is 
no use making sweeping remarks. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Sanyai, the Chief Minister should not he 
interrupted in this win . You m»\ not accept Itis figures. He nun he 
mistaken, but you cannot interrupt him like that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I simply said that he was 
wrong. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot do that. As Chief Whip of your Party 
I expect, that you will show an example in such matters. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I did not address him. 
He addressed me and I simply corrected him. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My friend may question 
because he has not scrutinised the results. As a matter of fact, I had 
the results scrutinised by Dr. Jenkins and he put up a table before me 
which shows that even now as regards the percentage of passes Uovern- 
ment colleges fare much better than non-Govermnent colleges. 
(Mr. Sasanka Skkiiar Sanyal: Question.) You may question, but I 
say this from a scrutiny of the results. 

Now. Sir, I want to say a few words to my friend Mr. Zamnii. His 
speech has been full of direct attacks on me. 1 do not find my friend 
Mr. Bokainagri there. He has threatened me with dire consequences 
at the next election, but 1 may tell the House here and now that I pro- 
pose to stand for election 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SAN YAL : On a point, of order. Sir. 
Mi. Zaman’s motion is already over. 

Mr. 8PEAKER S I think that a* Mr. Zaman has mentioned it, the 
Hnn'blc Minister is entitled to refer to it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I was simply mention- 
ing that I would stand for election from the constituency which had 
elected him in order to give him a chance to canvass against me. My 
friend Mi. Zaman, the great friend of raiuit.s and cultivators, sought 
election to the Dacca District Board from his own village home and 
constituency He was not merely defeated, but ran the risk of for- 
feiting the security deposit. (Daughter from the Coalition Party 
Benches.) That is the way how the cultivators repose confidence in 
him, and so I do not think that it lies in his month to question what 1 
have done for the cultivators. The day of reckoning is coming, and 
we are all prepared to face it. I can tell my friend and the House that 
each and every member of the Coalition Party is sure of success at the 
next election. 

The motion of Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy that the demand of 
Rs. l,fi8,74,(MMI for expenditure under the head “87 — Education-— 
General” he reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Mr. 8PEAKER" I understand that there are some members who 
want to speak on the general demand. No more motion will he moved 
to-day, but those who want to speak on the general demand may do so. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYALl To-day it is rather late. It is 
about 8 o’clock now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If I feel "tired, Mr. Deputy Speaker may take the 
Chair and he will continue as long as the House likes. 
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Mr. KHWAJA 8HAHABUDDIN: May I submit, Sir, that very few 
members from our side got a- chance to speak? 

Mr# AiDULLA-AL MAHMOODs Sir, there are a good number of 
members who are very much anxious to speak on this subject. They 
may be given an opportunity to-morrow, because to-day you may show 
the red light 

Mr, 8PEAKER: What are you saying about the red light? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Only a few minutes may be 
allowed to the members and that will create difficulty. T was just 
mi bin it ting. Sir, that some more time may he allowed to-morrow. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I ca nnot help it. 

Mr. KHWAJA SHAHABUDDIN*. A shorter period ma\ be allotted 
to our members, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The diffieu lt\ is that even member before begin- 
ning his speech sa\s that he will take only a short period, but after- 
wards speaks as long as possible. (Laughter.) That is my 
experience. It is not unusual for a member after be has spoken for 
nearly an hour to sit down saying: “with these few words, I support the 
motion !” 

In this budget, it members to my right wanted to speak on primary 
education, the} could have risen, but there was no speaker on this side. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, don t you allow any discus- 
sion on adult education because there is a demand under that head? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If there are other matters on 
which my friends would wish to speak, we are perfectly willing to sit up 
late. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oil what motion do you want to speak? There 
was certainly one motion of Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ali and he was 
allowed an opportunity to speak, and I do not see any other motion 
from the Coalition side for the time being. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD. In spite of the fact that a motion 
has been moved by Khau Bahadur Muhammad Ali. there are members 
who want to express their own opinion with regard to adult education. 


Mr. SPEAKER: But they did not rise up. 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, you did not allow them to 
rise up. Some members consider this matter as very important, and 
we request you to give them an opportunity to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let them speak. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Unless you give them an 
opportunity to speak, how can they speaks 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid it is impossible for me to explain the 
parliamentary practice regarding budget cut motions. So far as 
Government side is concerned, they take the chance when there is 
a cut motion moved by the other side. It in between they want to 
speak, they mat speak on any subject. The position is that it is not 
for me to give a chance to the members but it is for them to take 
suitable opportunities, to rise up and eatch my eve. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, may I explain to the House 
through you my own personal experience!"' 1 bail made deep study 
sitting till late m the night and prepared myself to speak on out 
motions under beads “General Administration,” ‘‘Agriculture” and 
“Industries”. But unfortunately the phalanx ol speakers from the 
other side took up one after another a very long time and then the last 
i") or 20 minutes were reserved for lion 'hie Ministers. The result was 
that 1 did not get a chance. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: It is open to him to improve 
bis lot. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: 1 do not like Mr. Sanyal to 
interfere. May' I beg ot you to give Us also a chance? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What can 1 do? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: The Speaker’ s Eye should roam 
over the whole House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The difficult y is that there are members who never 
turn up till very late in the day . 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: T hat applies to some members 
only, but not to others. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as others are concerned, all I say is that I 
am perfectly willing to change the whole procedure if there is desire to 
show to the whole world tha^ this Government are subject to as much 
criticism from the right as from the left. 
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Mr. KHWAJA 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, you are doing some injustice 
to the members of the Coalition Party. Many of them would like to 
answer the points of criticism of the Opposition on the floor of the 
House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, I should be very glad if 
instead of Ministers speaking somebody on the right were to get up and 
defend the Ministers. That, I think, should he the proper attitude. 
As a matter of fact, to-day Mr. Fazlur Rahman rose — Mr. Shahahuddin 
■was not present then — and answered Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri’a 
point. Then Mr. Mafizuddin Ahmad answered Mr. Shahedali and Khan 
Bahadur Muhammad Ali rose and spoke about his motion. So, to-day 
(here were members from 1 tie right who did speak. Now, it is for you 
to put up tint about half a dozen or a dozen names, but to tell me on 
which particular motion members will reply at the moment. The 
Whip of the Party, at present, puts up before me a number of names 
and my difficulty is to make a choice which, I think, is not my duty. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Win not you \ ourself make a choice? 
Our duty is not merely to offer constructive criticism but criticism in 
a general way. Hut we are prevented from doing that and we are there- 
by stultifying ourselves. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What 1 feel is this. It is the duty of your party 
to put up one or two speakers with reference to one particular motion. 
Instead of that, I get a list of about half a dozen names and I do not 
know on which motion they would like to speak. 


Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, we are to be guided by vour 
decision. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: My decision is: let no list be given to me and on 
each cut motion I shall see that somebody on your side is given a chance. 
Otherwise it is very difficult for me at times. To-day, Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman replied to Rai Hnrendra Nath ('haudhuri on primary educa- 
tion; then Mr. Mafizuddin Ahmed answered Mr. Shahedali's allegations. 

In that way after one or two speakers from the left if somebody rises 
trom the riglrt, I will certainly give him an opportunity just as I gave 
opportunity to the members of the Scheduled Castes to-day. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: The impression has goue abroad that * 
we do not represent any constituencies ‘and that we have nobody to 
serve. That is our difficulty. 
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Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir. may I be permitted to say a few 
jfrords. We are surely members of the Coalition Party and our Chief 
Whip submits a list to you. But some of us, sitting here and listen- 
ing to the speeches of the Opposition, may sometimes feel that it is his 
duty to say something. So, if one of us stands up e%en if his name 
does not appear in the list, may T appeal to you to make some conces- 
sion in such circumstances. It sometimes happens that a particular 
individual does not express his desire to the Whip to speak on a parti- 
cular day, but while sitting in the House and listening to the debate he 
feels he should speak. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Then the best procedure would be to ask the Chief 
Whip not to submit any list. 

Maillvi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir, by this time you have known every 
one of us. We would appeal to you to make use of your own discre- 
tion in exceptional cases. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is very difficult for me. If a list is given, I 
cannot use m\ discretion. 1 would like to create a sense of discipline. 
It a part\ puts up a list, it should try to abide by it. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA ! In that (‘lisp, «c art* uiiilom*. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I ’he whole difficulty arises because 
the time at our disposal is very short. The number of members of the 
Opposition is very few, whereas the number of members of the 
ministerial party is very large. In view of the larger number, 1 submit, 
they must have more time. At present although the number of 
members on the Opposition is very few, still they monopolise the larger 
portion of the time. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I shall lie able to give 
opportunity to a larger number of speakers if more people come under 
inv wing. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope Mr. Shahabuddin realises another fact and 
that is that only 13 minutes are allotted for the budget cut motions. 
We have to finish about 32 demands and, excepting one or two mutters, 
we have to finish some demands in half a day and some demands in one 
day. Now, one day does not mean much. Sometimes with a bit of 
arbitrariness I try during the budget time to shorten the question 
time. Then there is the prayer interval. Thus our time is very short 
and naturally if there is to be effective debate, it is my duty at least to 
see that all the Opposition patties are effectively allowed an opportunity 
to ventilate their points of view. Here unfortunately, as in normal 
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parliamentary life, we have not one Government and one Opposition 
side. We have got even on the Government Party. Government A„ 
Government B and Government C and on the Opposition side, Opposi- 
tion X, Opposition Y and Opposition Z. Naturally, if I have to go 
round the entirj^gamut, it means you get only one chance in spite of 
the fact you are about 100. What am I to do? You just see the 
difficulty. Anyway, we have discussed it, and I feel that if the Whips 
of the different parties will kindly see me a few minutes earlier, I think 
I can solve the difficulty and help the parties in every possible way. 
The best procedure, 1 can therefore suggest, is that in the interval 
between u cut motion and the putting of the original demand to vote, 
any number of members may be allowed to speak on the demand. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In that case, let us extend the 
period of the debate, at least during budget discussion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Our difficult y is that if the Council meets, we 
cannot meet before 4-45 p.m., and even when the Council does not 
meet, it is inconvenient to meet one daj , say, at 4 p.m., another day 
at 44(1 p.m., and on still another day at 4-45 p.m. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, it is onh on ven important 
subjects that we on this side of the House desire to have a chance to 
speak . 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I think Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmad will no.v 
apeak, but let there be no more divisions to-day. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: H ov\ long will \ nu continue the 
debate, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As long as members on this side of the House 
(indicating the Coalition Party Block) would like to speak. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Are these goiug to be 
consolation speeches ? 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, before 
coming to the “Education" budget itself, I can at the outset assure 
Mr. Rai Chaudhuri that m\ speech is not going to be a consolation 
speech, but one the sole purpose of which is to bring to the notice of 
Government certain important matters which must no longer be neg- 
lected. Sir, we have been returned to this Legislature not simply to 
record our “Ayes’' and “Noes"; but we have our duties towards our 
constituencies, and if we find that the legitimate demands of our consti- 
tuencies are being neglected, we have got to bring them to the notice 
of Government. 
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In this “Education” budget, Sir, I find an excess provision of 
Rs. 14,00,000 for expenditure on new schemes. I do not know, Sir, 
on what basis certain new schemes have been selected for being given 
effect, to this year in preference to others, and also whether there is 
such a thing as priority of interests in the distributidifr of grants for 
new schemes. And in this connection, Sir, I would cite two concrete 
cases both of which refer to the district of Chittagong; and the first to 
mention is the Islamic Intermediate College which is a Government 
institution. The college building as well as the Madrassah building 
has been in a vert dilapidated condition lor \ears past, and these were 
condemned as long ago as in 1929 as uninhabitable b\ the then Execu- 
tive Engineer of Chittagong. A plan was prepared at an estimated cost 
ot one lakh of rupees and was submitted to Government in the Educa- 
tion Department 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD; On a point ot order. Sir Is a 
member ot the Coalition Ram supporting Government entitled to speak 
when members of the Opposition are not present. 

Mr. 9A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. the members of tbe 
Opposition are fully represented, but 1 was tning to form a new Coali- 
tion there {indicating the Coalition Rurtv Block). 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: But appearances are deceptive 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Therefore, Sn, I 
submit thal the mallei hail reeened the attention ot Government long, 
long ago. This \eai\ the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for 
Muhammadan Education went to Chittagong to discuss the matter 
localh , and although the matter has since then been before Govern- 
ment all the time nothing whatsoever has been done so far. It is no 
wonder therefore if Government is held liable for an\ untoward 
circumstance happening to the Ians ot this college and hostel on 
* account of the unsatisfactory condition of the building condemned by 
the Government Executive Engineer so long ago us in the year 1929. 
1 know. Sir, that the Education Minister has all along been very 
sympathetic in this matter, but in spite of all his professed sympathy, 
uo provision has been made by him in his budget for this purpose. I 
beg to submit. Sir, that it is not a private* concern of mine for which I 
nave been pressing tbe Government, but that it is a matter which 
concerns the public of Chittagong, especially the Muslims of Chitta- 
gong. And the amount of money we require is not much, but the 
Hon’ble Minister has failed to provide the money in Jiis budget 
probably because of the fact that Dr. Jenkins differed from the proposal 
sent on the suggestion of the Engineer. 1 am sorry. Sir, that Govern- 
ment have neglected to fulfil this pressing public demand for such a 
long time. 
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Then, Sir, I shall cite the other case which concerns the Muslim 
Institute of Education Society of Chittagong which has done much to 
help the Muslim students th^fe in the sphere of education. It is a 
society which was responsible for the growth of modern education in 
the whole of Chittagong Division, and it was the pioneer of the Educa- 
tion Societies started later on elsewhere in Bengal; and in spite of the 
conservative outlook of the people of Chittagong this society did much 
to spread modern education in our district. It has also been 
responsible for a three-storeyed hostel for Muslim boys when there was 
no hostel accommodation there which is known by the name of Victoria 
Islamia Hostel. It has also been responsible for a decent collection of 
books of Islamic culture and theology — books which if translated and 
published will go a long way in spreading Islamic culture in best light 
in our province. This society is spending Rs. 1,200 as scholarships to 
the post-graduate Muslim sludents. This society is a research society 
engaged in contributing to the solution of modern problems of war and 
finance bv a reference to Quoran and the Hadis. The scheme of 
Muslim Institute was sponsored during the regime of the late lamented 
Mr. McAlpin, the then Commissioner of the Division, so far back as in 
1020. Later on, the matter was taken up by (lie late Divisional Com- 
missioner, Khan Bahadur Momin. He worked out a scheme and sent 
the proposal to Government. The then Education Secretary to Govern- 
ment, Mr. Wilkinson, wrote that he was prepared to appro\p the 
scheme, but on account of the financial stringency of Government 
they would not be able to undertake the work. Then. Sii, \ou, 
Mr. Speaker, as the Minister of Education, weie kind enough to 
go into the question, and you did hold out a hope and the then Assistant 
Secretary who is now the Private Secretary to the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister replied that the matter had been referred to the Director of 
Public Instruction who would take up the matter. Then the old 
Government changed, and the present Government was formed with the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. Iv. Fazlul Huq as its Chief Minister. Then we 
approached the Hon'ble Chief Minister when he paid his august visit to • 
Chittagong. We submitted a memorial to him on the advice of the 
Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, the President of the Society. 
Now the full-fledged scheme covering all materials about its programme 
and financial aspect with plan and estimate of the Research Institute 
building with prayer for capital grant of Rs. do.OOO with equipment has 
been sent through the Divisional Commissioner to the Government for 
consideration. If money is not available for capital grant, we can at 
least expect from the Chief Minister, who is also the Minister in charge 
of Education, that he will find out money in the supplementary budget. 
Sir. I am conscious of the fact that nowadays the question is raised 
whether an institution of this kind can be financed out of the Govern- 
ment revenue. I do not know why it cahnot be. It is not a question 
of pure library. It is a question of a research institute which is an 
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educational institution. Sir, I may be permitted to say that we do not 
want a recurring grant. We are offering Iis. 20, IKK) worth of land in 
•the heart of the town. We are spending Rs. 1,200 annually for post- 
graduate students. We only want a capital grant of Rs. Ilf). (MM). My 
submission is that the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, 
Mr. Martin, as the Hon’ble Chief Minister knows, is a very careful 
Indian Civil Servant. He never approves of a scheme unless he is 
convinced of the financial stability. We have provided for the reour- 
xing expenditure of Rs. 800 or Rs. 000 for publication and other things. 
It is not a bankrupt institution. It has got a fund of about Its. 20.0(H) 
and also about Rs. 10,000 or Rs. 12,000 for runniug a hostel. It also 
serves as a cultural institute to the students there Sir, Chittagong 
provides a natural field for a cultural institute. 

Sir, other parts of Bengal have got help in many directions In 
Calcutta the Muslim Institute and Calcutta I'niversitv Institute not 
only got capital grant* but are also in receipt of recurring grants. 
Dacca has got grants in many directions beside the Cniversity. But 
Chittagong has not got anything, neither from this Government nor 
from the old Government. We naluralh expect that Chittagong should 
have a cultural institution. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, there is no quorum. 

Mr. 8PEAKER • 1 am sorn . Khan Bahadur, but in\ attention has 
been drawn to the fact that there is no quorum. I find thnl in spite of 
m\ giving opportunity to speakers to speak, the\ aie more anxious to 
go home. 1 ma\ draw the attention of the Coalition Cart\ to the fact 
that so far as the list of speakers is concerned the Government side has 
pot a fair list, and T am satisfied as to then ninnbei for to-day at least. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-20 p.tn. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-4o p in. on Tuesday, the 18th March, 
1941, at the Assembly House. Calcutta 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met, in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 18th March, 1941, at 4 -4b p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon’ble Sir Mni\Mu\i> Azizrr H\qi*e, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’bh* Miniums and 184 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Communal trouble in Malda district. 

•168. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
during the last six months there was anv < ommunal trouble over the 
immersion procession of — 

(1) (josthn, and 
{'•!) Saraswati , 

in the Malda district ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Su|K‘rintendent of Police, Malda, ordered 
prohibiting music before mosque tor all time at Kansat during the last 
Saras n ut i Puja? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) and (b) Ye*. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased, to state how many time* a day the Muslims say their prayer? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of general information. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir. it is a very important 
question because it is about “for all times.” 


Mr. SPEAKER: No.no. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 
that Muslims say their prayer only five times a day? 

.Mr. SPEAKER: He knows that. You come to your point. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Ilou’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether it is the desire of the (iovernment that no 
procession with music should pass before a mosque tor all time dating 
day or night? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUL HUQ: A question uiose us to whether 
there was a custom ot processions passing b\ that unite with music 
before the mosque. The report of the local authorities is tluu no such 
custom has beeu proved. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the llon’ldc Minister he 
pleased to state under what rule or custom the Superintendent of Police 
had the authority to prohibit religious processions foi all time during 
the day? 

TJie Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The evidence that was 
taken showed that at no time did a procession pass that way by that 
particular route previously. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
tliut the enquiry has not yet been finished and that the District 
Magistrate is still holding the enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 think that that is the 
position, but up till now the evidence shows that the custom has not 
been proved. I am not aware il the District Magistrate has closed the 
enquiry. But the last report of his hIiowh that the custom hus not 
been proved. 

* Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is a definite direction given to the 
executive authorities all over the province that procession with music 
should be allowed to pass outside the prayer time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In some cases either of 
the parties can raise the question of custom and if the question of 
custom is raised, it is usual to go into evidence to see whether the 
custom has been established or not. Otherwise the general rule is to 
allow procession with music^utside the prayer time. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the policy of the present Government with 
regard to the general question of music before mosque? 

& 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has already said that the policy is that unless 
there is a custom which is proved satisfactorily, theu music is allowed 
with procession before a mosque outside the prayer time. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Apart from the question of 
music, my question is what is the present policy ot Government with 
regard to procession with music before the mosque excepting prayer 
time? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Excepting prayer time, it i> allowed. He has 
said so. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, lie has said so with 
regard to this particular case. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, generally. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Uon'ldc Minister be 
pleased to state when Government enunciated the pioposition that 
procession with music should be allowed outside the prayer time all 
over the province? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th at question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the policy of the Government when differences 
of opinion will arise just as in the ease of Malda it arose with regard 
to procession? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou have not framed your question properly. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state if the enquiry by the District Magistrate has been 
closed ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has said “No”. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will thh Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether he is aware that he wrote a letter to Sir 
Manmatha Nath Mukherji to the effect that he was not in possession 
of the records and that it was still under his consideration? 
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TIM Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That was some time ago — 
about 10 or 12 days ago I wrote that letter in reply to a letter which I 
received from him, saying that Government would do their best to 
meet his wishes. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
know that in this connection after the previous enquiry to which he 
has just referred in which an honourable member of this House, namely, 
Atul Chandra Kumar, had deposed, the District Magistrate has again 
written to the contending parties intimating that further enquiry into 
this matter will be made? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: He has said that it is being made. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of that fact, will 
the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of keeping open this 
interpellation so that further supplementary questions may be put? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: lie has already said that. 1 hope there will be 
no heat over the matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In case further enquiry 
discloses some other thing, Government will take steps accordingly . 

Mr, ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: In view of the reply given by 
the Hon’ble Minister, will he be pleased to stute what will be the 
policy of Government when there will be difference of opinion between 
Hindus and Muslims? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is too general. 


Mr. ATUL CHANORA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there is one and only one public 
road from the school leading to the ghat through which the Saraswati 
image can be taken for immersion and that there is no other route? 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know the details. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, do I understand the Hon’ble 
Minister to say that a community cannot have its right to tak«* a 
procession with music before^ a mosque established if there be no 
custom ? 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to reply ( b ), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if this order by the 
Superintendent of Police was passed before the enquiry into the 
question was taken up? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Naturally. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether in view of the very tender controversial 
question involved, he will consider the desirability of personally going 
into the matter with reference to papers and oral evidence here in 
Calcutta instead of leaving it to the department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I can assure my friends 
that the District Magistrate is going into the matter very thoroughly. 
As a matter of fact, he is trying to bring about a sort of agreement 
between the contending parties, and it is still hoped that he will be 
successful. If he is not, he will send up all these papers and we will 
certainly see what we can do in order to come to a satisfactory solution. 


Embankment road of English Bazar town. 

•189. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware 
that the repair of the Embankment road of English Bazar town is being 
neglected ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Public Works Department will 
maintain the said road? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said road has been handed over to the 
English Bazar Municipality for maintenance? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja 8rischandra Nandy, of 
Coesimbazar) : (a) I have no information. Government, however, are 
not responsible for the maintenance of the crest of the Embankment as 
a road. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(r) It has recently been decided to permit the English Bazar Muni- 
cipality to maintain the crest of the Mahananda Embankment, lying 
within the Municipal area, as a road at their own cost. A draft agree- 
ment has accordingly been drawn up and forwarded to the Commissioner 
of the Rajshahi Division for obtaining the approval of the Municipality. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the whole of the Embankment Road beginning from 
Jhowghat near the Co-operative Rank to the junction of English Bazar 
in Kutubpur is included in the agreement? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am afraid, I cannot give the details wanted by the honourable 
member but, as I have stated in my reply, it has beeu decided to permit 
the municipality to maintain the road which comes within their 
jurisdiction. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (a) that he has no information, will the Tlon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps did lie take to elicit information about this 
question as to wdiether the road w as being neglected or not ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

That is not the lookout of this department. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answer wai laid on the table) 

Grant or stipends to Scheduled Caste college students. 

63. Mr. BANKU BEHARY MANDAL: (a) Will the Rou ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to stute 
wdiether any sti[)end has been granted this year to Scheduled Caste 
students reading in the 1st year and 3rd vear classes of colleges of 
Bengal ? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the negative, will the Jlon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action he promises to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Not yet. 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased tq state whether he is aware that the Lst and 3rd 'fcear Classes 
are going to he finished by the end of April? If he is aware, in view 
of that fact, will he be pleased to state when this consideration will 
be finished? 
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The HonWo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That matter is being 
considered, and we will take that into consideration. 

Babll PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason why the Scheduled Caste students of the 1st and 
3rd Year Classes have not up till now got their stipends though it is 
practically the end of the financial year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The money that was 
originally allotted was exhausted, and meanwhile it took some time 
for us to make a new provision, and we are trying to find out the hard 
cases which require to be immediately dealt with so that stipends nun 
be given to students in order that their studies may not be interrupted 


Change in the Agenda. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Before 1 take up other cut motions on the 
“Education” budget, 1 might say in respect of the demands undei 
“Medical” and “Public Health” that the Ilon’blc Minister’s presence 
is urgently required outside Calcutta for some days, and 1 am satisfied 
on that point. 1 wmuld therefore suggest that we will pass over 
“Medical” and “Public Health” and immediately after the ‘Mails” 
and “Police” demands are disposed of, we will take lip “Irrigation” 
and “Civil Works.” I will let you know later on when “Medical” 
and “Public Health” will be taken up. 

Left over Questions. 

Mr. MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: What will be done with the* 
questions left over, SirP 

Mr. SPEAKER. They will have their chance in the usual course 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

37— Education — General. 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,(58,74,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Educa- 
tion — General** be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Mr, Speaker, Sir, I do not think it is necessary for me to urge upon 
the attention of this House the importance of the Viwa Bharati. It 
is an institution that aims at bringing together the different kinds of 
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cultural activities that have attracted the attention of the different 
peoples of the world. You have in the Viswa Bharat i institutions for 
the study of Chinese culture, of Iranian culture, and the different 
aspects of Hindu and Muslim culture. It is likely to bring about that 
coalition of cultures for which the Right Hon’ble Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru pleaded in his last Convocation address before the University of 
Calcutta. Sir, Government rightly recognised the claims of the 
Viswa Bharat i by budgeting for a grant last year. That grant has not 
yet been paid, but 1 understand that there is no difficulty now in the 
payment of that grant. But in the budget now before the House there 
is no provision for a grant to t lie Viswa Bharat t . Sir. in this House 
our attention is directed to different kinds of education in this province. 
But it is the culture of the people that gives them ideals and that 
inspires them with enthusiasm for progress. While primary and 
secondary education are undoubtedly necessary, it is as much necessary 
that the higher culture of the people should not he permitted to languish 
hut should he looked after in a way that it will not lead to a conffiet 
of cultures hut to a mutual recognition of different kinds of culture so 
that there may he peaceful progress in this country and elsewhere. 1 
trust that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister who is ulso in charge of the 
Department of Education will appreciate the importance of the work 
that iff being done by the Viswa Bharati and extend to that institution 
the hand ot help as he did last year. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to move 
the motion that stands in m\ name, namely, that the demand of 
Rb. 1,08,74,000 for expenditure under the head “‘17 — Education — 
General” be reduced by Us. 101). 

The purpose of m\ moton is to raise a discussion on the want of a 
definite policy in the matter of adult education. 

Sir, I confess that I shall not he able to do justice to the problem 
which is as vast as it is complex, as important as it is urgent, during 
the very short time at my disposal. 1 have made in m\ own humble 
way an exhaustive and careful study of adult education abroad and 
other provinces of India, and I shall try as briefly as possible to plaee 
before you what has been done in other countries and provinces so 
that their examples may serve as an object lesson to our Ministry — 
although it is hoping against hope — and spur them to activity and 
enthusiasm. 

I regret to have to note, Sir, that we have bestowed almost no 
attention to this all-important problem so far during the last four 
years barring perhaps the occasion on which a non-official Bill on 
adult education was introduce in this House and yesterday when my 
esteemed colleague, Khan Bahadur Mohammad Ali, pleaded very 
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strongly for the cause of adult education. I have been charged by 
ray party to place before you the problem of adult education — a 
problem with which the present Ministry has been tinkering and 
playing and not tackling to find out a proper solution. I say, playing, 
deliberately, because did not the present Ministry appoint a committee 
to consider the problems of primary and adult education in July, 1938? 
The committee published its valuable advice on primary education 
embodied in its report of 1939 — I say, “valuable” for what else can 
it be and how otherwise can I characterise an advice limiting the 
primary schoolgoing age from the (>th to the 9th, coming as it does 
from the presiding Deity of the committee, the omniscient and 
omnipotent Government expert, Dr. W. A. Jenkins, a Doctor of the 
University of Sheffield, famous for its cutleries, and it is no wonder 
that he has cut at the very root of all pedagogy and psychology of 
children by limiting the maximum age to the ninth year. (“Hear! 
hear!” from the Opposition Renches.) I could have understood him 
if be had recommended the age up to the 12th year beginning from 
the 8th year. In the language of one of the members of the committee, 
Mr. H. S. M. Ishaque in his note of dissent. “The policy of letting 
out children at the age of 9 and washing bunds off them at this tender 
age is too unsound to be supported. In my opinion they should be 
kept attached to the public schools in one profitable pursuit or another 
at least for two years. In tin* alternative the age for the public school 
should be 8 to 12. We should aim to prepare and equip them for 
life, and this question has not been tackled at all.” A greater indict- 
ment of the recommendations of the committee could not have been 
made. So far with regard to the Report on Primary Education which, 
to sas the least, is as hopeless as it is dangerous and mischievous. 
But the committee has been, it appears, sleeping or at the best, 
wagging their tail over the problem of adult education. 

Sir, adult education, as has been already said, i< a vast and all- 
important problem. It occupies an abiding place in the scheme of 
education of a country. I know it is hardly possible to distinguish 
between the aims of adult education and those of education in general 
and the case of adult education rests on the belief that it is necessary 
for the fulfilment of the aims of education as a whole. If education 
has for one of its objects to fit a man for earning his living, provision 
must have to be made for increasing his capacity for earning. If 
education has for its main purpose the fitting of a man for life, there 
must be provision made for him to utilise his leisure, which he has in 
plenty, for the enrichment of his individual personality; if education 
has for its purpose moulding of society so that each individual may 
have equal opportunities under equal conditions for the development 
of social responsibility, provision must 4 be made for preparing the 
common man for this noble purpose ; if education has for its object 
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to enable its recipient to be an active participant in citizenship and 
not a mere passive tool, as he now is, provision must be made for 
fitting him for those duties of citizenship without the proper discharge 
of which no democracy can effectively and properly function. Viewed 
from .these points of view, Sir, adult education assumes a place in the 
scheme of education of a country, the importance of which it is hardly 
possible to exaggerate and the conclusion becomes irresistible, to quote 
the words of the famous Report of Adult Education Committee of the 
Ministry of Reconstruction, 1919, that, “Adult education must not be 
regarded as a luxury for a few exceptional persons here and there 
nor as a thing which concerns only a short span of early manhood, 
but that adult education is a permanent national neeessur\ , an 
inseparable aspect of citizenship and, therefore, should be both 
universal and lifelong” and that “the opportunity tor adult education 
should be spread uniformly and systematically over the whole 
community.” In this connection, may 1 point out that the Educa- 
tional Sub-Committee of the National Planning Committee set up by 
my leader, that tar-sighted political leader and statesman Deshagourab 
Sub has Chandra Rose (“Hear! hear!’ and applause trom the 
Opposition Benches.) lias in their interim report recommended that 
“the aim of adult education is to provide necessary intellectual and 
emotional training to un adult (who either did not receive any 
education in their early life, or do not have any opportunity oi main- 
taining or extending their early literacy by taking advantage of the 
ordinary educational institution providing regular course of instruc- 
tion) to euuble him to live a richer and fuller life among his fellow- 
citizens.” 

Sir, the achievement of adult education in other countries of the 
world has been many and vuried. England with its voluntary agencies 
such as Workers’ Educational Association, National Council of Labour 
Colleges, National Adult School Union, Community Centres, Univer- 
sity Extension Courses and University’ Tutorial (’lasses, etc., ussisted 
by the Local Education Authorities is catering to the needs of adults 
by providing every means which human ingenuity can devise trom 
intellectual, aesthetic, social and cultural to recreational activities. 
America with its 175 national organisations for adult education uud 
the teaching programme of the Works Progress Administration 
commonly known as W.P.A. are devoting their time and energy for 
educating the adult of the country, and it is estimated by the Govern- 
ment that one million and three hundred thousand people were 
regularly taking advantage of the free classes and other activities 
which this programme provided. France with Workers’ Institute and 
Labour College now combined under the title Workers’ Education 
Centre is encouraging the use of leisure for educational purposes, to 
strengthen trade unionism qpd to develop a new humanism. Germany 



824 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[ 18 th Mabch, 


with its Gesellechaft for Volkabildug and Yolkeschule, the educational 
activities of the trade unions, Denmark with its famous Folk High 
Schools, Netherlands with its Workers’ Educational Institute are 
doing their very best, in the historic words of Robert Lowe, “to 
educate their masters.” China and Japan are also doing a lot for 
educating their adult population. Last but not the least Russia which 
25 years back was almost on a level with India so far as literacy was 
concerned can now boast to have the most enlightened adult popula- 
tion, thanks to the adult education activities of the much maligned 
Soviet Government. 

1 have presented before you, Sir, as briefly as possible a map of 
adult education. May I ask the members of the House to ponder over 
the question, where do we stand? I shall, Sir, in my own humble 
way try to give an outline of the state of affairs in our country in its 
historical perspective so that my colleagues can come to a right 
decision in the matter. I will not take up the time of the House by 
referring to the jafrat, kathakaiha * and other forms of adult education 
prevalent in our country, for that is common knowledge. The germ 
of the idea of modern adult education is to he found in the famous 
despatch of 1854 wherein the Court of Directors, perhaps influenced 
by the soeial ferment in England at the time, laid down : “Our 

attention should now be directed to a consideration whiqh lias 

hitherto, we are bound to admit, been too much neglected, namely, 
how useful and practical knowledge suited to every station in life 
could be best conveyed to the great mass of the people who are utterly 
incapable of obtaining any education worthy of the name, h\ their 
own unaided efforts, and desire to see the active measures of Govern- 
ment more specially directed for the future to this object, for the 
attainment of which we are ready to sanction a considerable increase 
in expenditure.” After these we had three Education Commissions — 
the Commission of 1882, of 11)02 and the Sadler Commission of 1017. 
I regret to have to note that none of those Commissions had anything 
to say with regard to adult education. It was not until 1922 when 
the Government of India suddenly became alive to this problem and 
published a report on adult education. In the preface to this report 
Mr. A. I. Mayhew, officiating Educational Commissioner to the 
Government of India, remarks: “In a country committed to progres- 
sive responsible Government the organisation of all resources available 
within and without our schools and colleges for the equipment of 

effective citizens becomes an imperative necessity the fact that a 

large portion of the population is illiterate must not divert attention 
from the qjaims of the literates. We cannot afford to ignore any 
assailable point in the ramparts of ignorance that are flung widely 
across the path of India’s advance.” But nothing tangible was done 
or attempted to be done till under the Government of India Act, 19-15, 
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Congress assumed Government in certain provinces. Sir, the problem 
of adult education in India is quite unlike that in the Western 
countries. There adult education begins when elementary education 
and education in Continuation Schools ends. Here adult education 
comprises, as it must in a population the microscopic minority of 
which is literate, adult literacy and can be classified broadly under 
two heads — (1) the liquidation of illiteracy amongst the grown-up 
people, and (2) the further education of literates at any stage and in 
any direction throughout the whole career of their life for enrichment 
of individual personality and development of social responsibility, 
and acquiring knowledge which alone would give them power to change 
the present accusitive society into one which will give equality of 
opportunity to all under equality of conditions. 

Sir, the liquidation of illiteracy must be given the first place for 
who can deny the force of the words of Lenin that "Liquidation of 
illiteracy is not a political problem; it is a condition without which 
it is impossible to speak of politics. An illiterate man is outside of 
politics and before he can lx* brought in he must be first taught the 
alphabet. Without this there can bo no politics — on!\ rumours, gossip, 
tales, superstition.” Hut at the same time we should not be unmind- 
ful and oblivious of the ultimate end of adult education — the two 
processes should be curried on simultaneously so that on the foundation 
of literacy we can equip t lie adult to lead a better, fuller, richer and 
nobler life. 

I confess, Sir, to a sense of disappointment and shame that our 
Ministry is lagging behind while the Ministries of other provinces, 
especially Bombay, United Provinces and Bihar, are pushing on 
vigoursly and energetically to wipe out illiteracy from their respective 
provinces. Sir, the Congress Government of Bombay appointed a 
committee of experts in 1938 with Dr. Clifford Mnnshardt as Chairman 
to advise it on the question of adult education. The committee sub- 
mitted its report in the same year. This report, Sir, is a valuable 
contribution to the literature on adult education ; it \cry rightly pointed 
out that the first step in adult education was to enable the people to 
overcome the dejection and apathy and find an interest in life, and 
mentioned various types of adult education activities ranging from 
propaganda, attainment of literacy, vocational education, extension 
classes, self-initiated group movement for self-improvement, movements 
which regard adult education as a necessary and continuing function 
in the total life of the communities and recreational activities. 

In the .sphere of practical activities also Bombay initiate the mass 
literacy campaign to rouse the public conscience to imperative and 
immediate need of education for the adult population and 
the liquidation of illiteracy^ mong all section of people, a campaign 
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in which the Government, voluntary organisations, and social workers 
took an active part with excellent results. The United Provinces also 
have attempted to tackle the r problem in right earnest. It has been 
rightly decided by the Government that the problem of literacy is too 
urgent to wait for solution till the Rural Development Department is 
able to undertake the work in the whole province and the Government 
created the Education Expansion Department with an education expan- 
sion officer at its head. The main object of this departmnet is to banish 
illiteracy from the province and to maintain it at a sufficiently high 
level — it is planning to stamp out illiteracy in the maximum period 
of a decade. 

And, Sir, last but not least Bihar under the dynamic personality 
of Dr. Sved Mahmud, Minister of Education, launched a mass literacy 
campaign on the 26th of April, 1938, both intensive and extensive. As 
a result of the extensive campaign up to the end of June, 1939, as many 
as 14,269 literacy centres conducted by 15,926 volunteer workers no 
less than 6 lakhs of people have become literate and the intensive 
campaign in two subdivisions and one thana in each district has 
resulted in 4,000 villages having become literate. It is interesting to 
note that the first six months of the campaign did not cost a single 
farthing to the Government which, however, has l>een progressively 
increasing their grunts in lakhs for the purpose. » 

IiCt us, Sir, now come to our unfortunate benighted province of 
Bengal. It has committed the initial blunder of tagging adult educa- 
tion to rural reconstruction. 1 do not deny that adult education forms 
a very important part of rural reconstruction, but as lias been already 
demount rated in the case of United Provinces adult education w ill 
suffer if it does not become the sole concern of a special department, or 
at least a special officer to he called the adult education officei. Sir, 
compared with the other provinces, especially with Bihar under the 
inspiring guidance of Dr. Syed Mahmud, a brother-in-faith of our 
Chief Minister, Unn’hle A. K. Fnzlul limp he ought to hang down 
his head in shame for not having done anything in this regard. But 
I remember the words of immortal Girish Chandra Ghosh, “ 

f% wwtftc wrrfK 

Tomarey h Uijja dibo , tumx lajja-fnn, soma tobo man apaman” ). 
(“Hear! hear” from the Opposition Benches.) In a previous budget, 
the magnificent sum of Rs. 10,000 was allotted for adult education 
and even this sum could not he spent. This year a sum of Rs. 79,000 
has been grouted for the purpose, but we do not know how will this 
sum be spent or whether this sum will be spent at all. I am thankful 
to my esteemed colleague Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ali for having 
submitted an outline as to what the Government ought to do in this 
regard. I confess that, although I agree with him in curtailing 
expenditure on buildings, etc,, and dieting the released sum to 
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adult education purposes, I agree to differ from him with regard to 
the constitution of a Central Board. The personnel of the Board as 
propodfed by him will be totally from the officials and from the members 
of the Coalition Party. I propose, therefore, in addition to the creation 
of an Adult Education Department or at least an Adult Education 
Officer — - 

<1) that the committee appointed in 19*18 be forthwith dissolved, 
because they have been weighed in the balance and found 
wanting and a new committee enjoying the confidence of the 
people, Hindus and Mussaluians alike, composed of educa- 
tional experts and representatives of nation-building 
department of the Government and some well-known social 
workers he forthwith set up with instruction to submit their 
report within 4 months. This is not impossible, Sir, as the 
Bombay Adult Education Committee was appointed on the 
2(5 th January, 1939. and submitted its report in April of 
the same year! 

<2> till then, the Government do constitute a Central Board 
organisation — an organisation which will command the 
confidence of the public and not an organisation of the type 
• proposed yesterda\ by Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ali 
through which the Government should disburse all money 
tor adult Education activities in the province. The func- 
tions of this organisation will amongst others be— 

(n) training oi workers; 

{!») production of literature suitable for adult education ; 

(r) to make a realistic survey of the adult population of 
Bengal to arrive at a correct estimate of the problem 
of adult education ; 

{(] i for intensive work, selection of suitable places in the 
province where adult education in all its aspects may 
be imparted ; 

(e) to act as liaison between the Government and the 
public; 

(/) to approach the University for extension lectures; 

(g) to arrange for peripatetic lectures; 

{h) to be in touch with other voluntary organisations; and 

» 

(3) the Government do make arrangements for installation of radio 
wherefrom the villagers can, during their leisure in the 
evening, derive Knowledge useful to them. 
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Sir, I have done, before I conclude let me utter the following note 
of warning: The present Ministry has been notorious for its communal* 
mindness. Lest they forget that they are Ministers not of a particular 
community but of Hindus and Mussalmans and other communities of 
Bengal, I ask them to remember the words of the Bombay Committee: 
“Adult education is not mass political propaganda. The Government 
of a country is in the interest of all political groups, ahd there is grave 
danger when the machinery of education is used to further the interest 
of any particular political party.” (Applause from the Opposition 
Benches.) 

Mr. W. C. W0RD8W0RTH: Sir, I understand that at <h is stage 
T may say a few sentences on motion No. 10. I wish to speak only 
thiee or four sentences. This group, while not supposing Mr J X. 
Basil’s cut motion, wishes to associate itself with the purnose of that 
motion. The institution under our consideration is Vvnra Bha/ati and 
for that reason there ure some who consider that falls outside the 
limits of our proper interest as custodians of the welfare of our edu- 
cational system. But we in this group believe that because it i> Vi.<wa 
Bharati, because it does something to our educational sv«tem that does 
not come from any other direction, it deserves special consideration at 
the hands of Government. Tt has its own ideals and it> own concep- 
tions. It carries out its own activities in its own way and the variety 
that it gives to us is very welcome for we know that our educational 
system in general suffers from too little variety. We believe that 
the institution is doing valuable work in enriching the outlook of 
this province and of its education, and we trust that Government will 
find it possible to give the support that is asked for. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Ust year I had occasion to criticise 
the Government for not paying the Yimra Bharati the amount which 
had been budgeted. 1 was glad to learn later that the criticism offered 
from this side of the House had the desired effect and the money which 
had been budgeted had been released. I did not expect. Sir. that we 
would have to refer to the same subject again this year. But what do 
we find? The facts are these. The Yiswa Bharati, at the instance of 
the Government and under the advice of Dr. Jenkins, started a new 
grade for its teaching staff. The officer of the Government deputed 

to go into the matter with the authorities of the Yiswa Bharati 

examined the implications of the new grade and found that it meant 

an additional cost of Rs. 50,000 a year. And after that the same 

officer recoffimended to Government that Government ought to bear 
half the cost. That is why, Sir, Rs. 25,000 was budgeted in 1939-40 
for that institution. The same grade exists; the Viswa Bharati has 
had to meet those recurring charges because of the new grade which was 
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fixed for the teaching staff, and yet we find that though Government 
was a party to that arrangement made by the Vinca Bharati, Govern - 
inent have now become niggardly even in respect of that institution, 
and though money was provided in the last year’s budget, that money 
has not yet been released to the Viswa Bharati . The revised estimates 
show that that money has not vet been paid. Reminders after 
reminders have been sent by and on behalf of the Vis wa Bharati , but 
the last reply was that the matter was under consideration. So far as 
the Viswa Bharati is concerned, it is unnecessary for me to dilate on 
the merits of that institution. It is an institution which represents 
not only all the different cultures in this land of ours, but the cultures 
of different countries in the world. It can properly l>e described as 
the “Hall of All Nations.” I therefore support the proposal of my 
esteemed friend, Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu, that immediate steps be 
taken for releasing the amount budgeted last year to the Vinca 
Bharati , and that the same course of action tie adopted with respect to 
the grant provided in this year's budget. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, with regard to this 
grant to the Vuirn Bharati I may tell the House that the money was 
not paid as voted last year under certain circumstances, but whatevoi 
those m cu instances may he, the money will be paid immediately. The 
reason tor this <lela> was that some members of this House put up 
certain proposals to the Government for conveying them to the author- 
ities of the Yisira Bhmati tor their acceptance. They could not see 
their u a\ to accept those proposals and the matter was therefore under 
consideration. But whatever that may he, we are now in honour bound 
to pa\ that money, and as a matter of fact orders have already been 
passed and the money will be paid without delay. 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BA8U : Sir. in view of the statement 
made by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, I beg leave of the House to 
withdraw my motion 

The motion of Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu that the demand ot 
Rs 1,08,74,001) for expenditure under the head ”37 — Education — 
General” be reduced by Rs. 100, was, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 

Maulana ABDUL AZIZ : ’JTtfR ! Wtft am Wn 

education Wl faf fit* I ** aftSfWl I 

old scheme '<s new scheme. 7 Tt«T new scheme 

qt OT t* I 4*0* new scheme *tErt*Tfa ^*71 UCA* &*C\ 

$33 fafN Tfirfll old scheme 

1 old scheffie tftFPTtefaTf fcfal C*TOT I 



DEMAND FOE GRANT. 


[ 18 th March, 


'QUk'ii *f*R ^R1JT£ ^t\5 ^ TOT? ms old scheme 

^ttfPitefsBr wrr (tfR <tfTr vtsPn fof Bbfi *tt$TOT£ i q& l n 

S8851 senior TftaPW <iPK TOBF®1% wfR?Br ^tHTm <i)? ?t<rr 

?t3t C'JbBt senior RtFBfl <4?* <4^51 ^|jfl J ii R^RRj grant I 

Sb\ fcBFl «(Bf \d\ **Bf 30$ CO\ Rtsft 60\ 3$ 6G N 

■UK st?Bt ^00\ ^g n ^ ^ 4 ?^ ^go\ 3 rf^T*rr » t ftretg i 

ir\ S$U5 Of^fi lit? — ?t3J 8 left RtFPfl oR grant ^t? 

RtR ?t 31 I ?fal *BTF S? ^ i^h basis 4 JRFRT C^S ?1 I •& RtTB T T 

*tfon <$teBn fan? afts?M Trusts, ri i *rrfa ?r*?bi f-rrorfr ? icmc<» 

4% grant ?t%? OTfa 0?Sl I 4 $T^l ^tSPTtsfsT 
?t5tT* building grant *tt£us *ttt? (TlfTOF ijB ^ffcrfe I 

RtBPTtsfTO® $tUUR scholarship <3 stipend ^jiTS | <u^* 
hostel 4? vil^Uka Rt$ I ^artf? 4%TO RtdR 7 *<PP$ e \ ^Ff? I 4 RTOF 
^tf? f^N ^f??l ?f%r$ C?, Stfw CRt^m CRt^^fa Rt'CSR -PPrcR ^t lKTR 

f*W?'SR7 c? stftBn ftatfroR c?dvmi ^rfins sStn dR 

Ri i 4TOR ^5 *ftftr?F r^BF %*R i $fa #rfa T r a( tf%? ^ ^*1 
f"B*l fasft?? m 1 wakf ^rf??t%5H I >b^O S*4^t '9 FtTO <7T srtS’Rl- 

TtfasS ^TtfsR (TTCsfa (Rft^R Wl Rtt? ^llt%T I • ^ct^tT- 

?*ft5I Rt3rRt$fTO5F MO ^ ntr^T fd^ RtFRT? I 4^R 

^t? (7N3fsJU5 Stf% GRTt'SR GTt?Rto? I ij^R 

*ftPn ^RT*t SRf nr ^ I JQOT-R C^TRl 

?tcs5 ?t? I rtfsF 7RTT?R yjT? G ^ A. B, C. D 

- 4 TO 1 ®t ^Ffinrtfe i fef=r Bt^i ^rft f*frt? ®rt Tife: trtt 

fw!%*H i f%f? Pr$fs feR c^Rt^t f*W? 

ftr^R i fVi ( 7 i frmfci \tl 5 t? ?tfi ?\5 "RtR ^rt ^ ri r^in o f*W? 
«R 7 RTfir® Sri Vim fim I srffaTT f%f% ^trR 

QTTRR 5 grant f»fC\iH R1 I ^l^R ?t?l ^frRd? TOR #R? 

*tG* ^njot? <5 Bn OT5TRt^t TOT TOR 5lfv RtTTO? Bbfi ^ri ^Brft 
«rt Trfrs w i 4 *R '^Brft f*W? ?i ?N Rt? i ^Rft f*w? ’ *r? 
TOT3 ?*CR Mvs^CTOlrS ^rBrJt University TO SfF3 ^Tt? *STRft 

University ?ft ’tfetTO TO! ^5tn T$TR 4 tr ^tFRt? 

TO ?1 ^ 5 R rtCT 1 ^tft ajR^ii t[<TR ?#t RtlTOR '^n?R c l ?rf? | 

f??Cf \5l5H ,3 ®rBMH Tf?, 5'^C^l^ D. P. I. circular 

?ti m ^n ?t^R i <p{ ?t3«*it«Pr «Tj?rStcv5 session 

¥fir5 VStftil session Tf%U5 ?R1 ^UTC^ I 

4 TOft? CTO 1 5 fTO CTOT ^tt^TR f 
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^f%?n ^nrfftr^ session TOTS *f?hH order C*R I TO*R RtlRR ($MRI 
\ rO *m 1st Divi ioni) 41' bO ^RR 2nd Division^ TO TO 

' 5t$^c«ra (TOT^I GO TO ^ftC^T 1st Divi ion<il 4R; 80 TO TOt^T 
2nd Division V Q 00 TOT TOW 3rd Division 4 TO TOT I TO’ft TOT 
< a r $ T3 «fgi ^Rl <BF34R vfffarft TOR Rt# RRt?Rl CR3R1 ®f^5 ! Rtft 

wf tor 6 ! ^rfirrefi? i wTOdr tot TOfT ftro srt *>jrTO 

primary s- chooli] R^fRRl CRRrft R1 RttTR PTJ3* RsfRC^ sdciRt 

froi <tRt 5 *nfro i 3 rr strain to rttor oft 7?T3 ^trfro i 


Mr. GIASUDDIN AHMED: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 Ih»k to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1, 08,74, (KK) for expenditure under the head “37 — 
Education — General” be reduced by Rs. MX). 

toTO to rr tor tpstro wi ctfzvz cr tos TOf 
to^ -w TOf CRt c iR tort git* 'tpr totto <* tnJtwi crsr 
^tor ttto R^n tftTOR i totr R^jpt ’tror? ^r gnite^TOi 

TOR I TOn srprcR, RRl «tyt<TO R1 TO CTOR 5TVf% 

tor €ri 5iT5 4 tj «tcRR ^ tor ri i ^rtft TOr to 

CTORri I 'SRI TO ?^TtTO Vjm CTORR CriHH? TOR TOTOl TOfR I 
^FtCS^ CTOt GOCRR fTOR 3FRT (77 bRR ^TTO TR R1 CTORl ^f% | 

S5Rl IRT5 TOR tpTOTR tfft TORoft *ppf R Rl CTO# TOR I TO TOtm 
TOrfR t[TO toT -iK* fTOi r#T tor fan* rTr s r^crR 5- 3>r R*jrir ^R ftfR 
4 5t?R srrRRcR mTO TO TORR -3R* TOR tfTO RR^R CTOCRR t Rt*RR 
CRTO Rt 6 !? JsrRr ^prTO ^vfl 4TRR fatRMi TO 6 t I fRT"R (TFftR ^TO- 
tpi f RRTfRU trITORR CRR ^}R* TOl ^ CTOR TORT TOR "TO TO^ 

TO ^ Rr fpR (Rt^ TO^ I il^ ^RTO R^TOR ^ ^TRTW 

(Rto? (R to ftfag to? TO CR 3R crorpom frot? totti croi 

TORI I 4DTC1 ^ ftR <R TOT f*TTO ftTO ?T7 TO TO qTO TO 4 ! TOTTO 
ftc^ TOC^ RI TOtm Wt' CTOt CRC^t TORR ClRTR? TOTI (TOl 
CttC ^ K- g ^ I TOtiRR OTl TO5 CR^t PfTO f%TO R1 (TO Cbh TOl CTOTOR I 
gTOTOT TO$ ^R 7 TtTOC c R f*TRn (TO3 R1 TOT TORiR RTRT! TOl ^T TOTTSHT 
Co^T CTO^R I TOR R$ Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee Adult Edu- 

cation^? CR statistic* Pc«t5>H ^ CRT^ CRRll RR StIRW^R CR^f, TORftTOT 
4R^ Sf t' ibT fcS CTO^R TO TO TOfiRR Rt'TOW f*ff^F5 (TOfR 

TOT TOR TOR R7RRR I -3^ CTO? CRRfl RR CR TOtDfR RRl 
iPR ¥#1 ftc^R TOR CR TOtt?R CTOR WRRtRR^ f*tfTO 7R I 
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c4faro $!$ ch *1?TOh tohitoto tjfjfHfro* it*i c* HvsH'ch^ Hf%- 
Ftf^TS C*ta% (7lf HfiWf&s ^3*1 tftTOrH I TOT c* Secondary 

Education Bill fHC* CHC*f vs Y hH TO*tl«1H cbH<^ 4TO C^V <H^ftTO CTO# 

TO* hi i *f% *fn ^ «?'mw cw^ si? toth hi 

^5C* H3 Secondary Education Bill? 1 Htt *rf*Hl C^R TOTO TOHtTOTO facTO 
CTO $HTO TO HI I 4C4W <7T TO* C*$UH* St * TOl CSftllt^ 

TO3 TOltTOH ^1 cTOt«t3 TOH* C^CH CTOCH* CHTOH *f$tU5 TO* HI I 
*rtfa HtHtHT W 4^$1 feTO frfe : — 

f*HH '3 HTOt’ft *CH classes V and Vl4* C*^5H TO5 f%H £t^1 : 
classes VII and VIII 4 * C*$H TO TOl ; classes IX and X 4 * 
CT5H HTOlHH TO$ TO TOl 4** H*t5 TOl I CH^TOH Hare Schools 
classes V and VI 4 * CTOH TO fcT*! ; ( lasses VII and VIII 4 * 

<^5H H Id1?I<pi clawes IX and X< 4 * CH3H frt*T I 4^ CTO ^tTO - 
CH*1? 4 ** Private School* sJHHl I 4*H (College Departments^ 

(TO TO CH*H I *Wft 4* N * f*TO I. A. Class4* 0*SH *TORH 

^ TOl 4** TO> fcWl ; Presidency College^* I. A. ClaBs4* (?T5H cTOr 
fct*Fl I <?GRt^l 4*’ f%HH HfCHTQR I. Sc. Cla s4* CHT5H **14*11 H *$?. fetHH 
4H* Hft5 TOl ; Presidency College4* I. Sc. Classy* C*^5H TOH* fct*H I 
TOW$ 4* CHr*" CHHl TO C* TOTOTO* '*?!* ^HHtTO* 4*»H TO* 
CTOH ft*! TOH* (TOCTOCH* PTTO *T*V1 CTO6 TO* HI I CSjCHCHCTO* 

fro** «rt whtoto** TOT? 'Hvsts c**ft f*^ TOT* <hto* TOn ctoctoot* 
fcl>h FfTO HTHTI CTO§ TO* HI I *R* TOTO3 WU51 HtWlWCH 
ftn fWtH Hto CHHTO I f^PI 'Htft C«MC'V& bty CH 

TOtOT 4^TOl Tot HH I TOTOT CHITO ^PTtTOT^ PTTO^ tJTTOH 
I 3K H^UHtCHR fTOl Hto CTfTO TO flffftHT SRHtTOlHH 

t^CTOl Hto CTO^f HI 4^vfi C5lU$ TOHHl I ’HHIHtH 

4fHT^ fnrlH hS fHCHH 4H: VH 4 Wc^u CHvSH TO5 TO 
vSffl HPTTI CTORH I ^rtft HC? tHff HHRH C^C®EHH ^HT 3^H H7HTI 

TO^. fro TO TOn HTOT I TOTO TOT^ HHH School authorities*! 
^1 CTOC5TS <?rft Free studentship fHU5 TOHH HI I 4ff$'8 Htf^ 

TOCH* HtH! TO^ I 4^F& Private school^* TO ^Htft ^tfH I <7T$ 

Hljft* WHT H*TO Divisional Inspector TOHH 4H^ 

TO51 'Hull CHCH HCHH CH VTH 'HCH^ Ctf) CSjtHRF CH^QHl C5tCHC5» I 4^ 
HnHT! HI TOtCH ▼CH* CHVQm H^H HI I <Htf* HtH% H#t HtCTHC 5 ^ TO^Tt* 
*f* 4HH Hft CTO TOh TOHF TOTOH CH TOh ®to fHH I 4t HMC^ 
omr i?itsiTO 5tS^n i '*ro* ^ w «itii 
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^f% ?TC5? 4 tpst? i 4$ tpsdc^ *t?n ft’ftsnft 

JJtCS't?? pR ¥t3T ?pjiT? *1lTO3 3f| sjftrfa *ffe 'BftSffa 

Cffo allegation <?FQ?t? ^15^1 I CTOT 5t$ *lt$IC\!) Tt^Tfa 

3 ^PTWSt 6 !? CTOTC1 Sshl'f’*! C^$ *ttt? <7T*fa* , 5fo 6 fOT* i l>3 
<»KHlt*lH cTOCi \£t? W1 ^d\6 I vJ'BMi# Matriculation, I. A., 

B. A., St>b fro? 3 w1£ CTOf$ I 

TO? CTOBH ^cg C?Nt^ TOT'S C*N foes<iJ? 

^otc< *f#bFi fare; *ttt? ?i i TOt? c?T?rf$ ^t?t? & ?psfa ^f % 

^rt? tpst? ftrfc? ^fT 6 t to ?t:TO cn# crtft 'tffa stra? f*w? toyi 
^ 6 f, T’f? CTOQtft f^T *tN Wto TO I 

The Horfble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 ’will 
say only a tew words about adult education. At the outset 1 would 
like to say that Government attaches \ er\ great importance to adult 
education — as much importance as any other member of this House 
attaches to it. Mr. Banerji in the course of his s jH‘ech has said that 
this Government has not done anything, whereas some other Provin- 
cial Governments have done a good deal. Sir, distance always lends 
enchantment to the view. If you go to another province, probably you 
will hear that what Bengal is doing is not being done there. Sir, it 
is not a fact that Bengal has done nothing regarding adult education. 
Even now a large number of night schools— as mau\ as 10, 00(1 — are 
functioning and 150,000 adults are receiving education in these 
schools. And I think, Sir. that when statistics are taken, it will be 
found that the percentage of illiteracy in Bengal is less than that of 
auy other province in India. But, Sir, I would like to admit that 
I am not satisfied with what little we have hitherto been able to do in 
the matter. The problem is a very big one. It is a problem which 
requires not only a large amount of money but also a good deal of 
courage to tackle it; and I can tell the House that we have a very 
comprehensive scheme under examination. Khan Bahadur Mubammed 
Ali suggested that an amount of 5 lakhs of rupees should be set apart 
to be administered by a Board for the purpose of adult education. I 
think. Sir, that that amount of money is not really sufficient for a 
problem like this. The Government scheme that is under consideration 
not only provides that large sums should be contributed by Govern- 
ment, but also expects that the District Boards of Bengal, of one of 
which Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali is the Chairman, and other local 
bodies will also share a part of the burden and if that scheme materia- 
lises, I hope. Sir, that in the course of ten years at least 7£ per cent, 
of the illiterate adults in Bengal will be made literate. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Banerji has suggested that the present Adult -Educa- 
tion Committee should be 4f^uidated and a new committee should be 



334 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[18th Mabch, 


appointed to go into the whole question of adult education. I think 
that wiy he a dilatory step. The present Adult Education Committee 
has almost completed its labours and its report is expected to be out 
very soon. Therefore, it will be, as I have already said, a dilatory 
process if another committee is appointed to enquire into the same 
matter. The suggestion that Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali has given 
will receive the sympathetic consideration of the Government, and if 
his suggestion can be tagged on to the scheme it will be done. With 
these few words, Sir, I oppose the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 will have the frank- 
ness to admit that the mutter to which my friend, Mr. Giasuddin 
Ahmed, has referred is a matter of sore complaint from all sections of 
the people. The rate of fees in Government institutions and Govern- 
ment-aided institutions is certainly very high and, personally, 1 feel 
that it is much higher than what the people can bear. Bengal is the 
only province where educational institutions are mainly maintained by 
incomes from fees, and it is to be regretted that this state of affair* has 
been allowed to function and that we have not been able lo give any 
relief. We are now concerned with Government and Government- 
aided institutions. As regards Government High Schools, we have got 
a rule that two-thirds approximately of the cost of upkeep ha,s to be met 
from the provincial revenues. So, if the minimum rate ot fees is 
reduced, then the charge on the provincial revenues will he increased. 
Already the cost of education per head is very high, and it will be 
higher still. Therefore, then* is this difficulty In tin* case of aided 
schools Government have prescribed ccitain minimum rates, but the 
rates actually charged in different schools are generally higher than 
the minimum rates. This was done with the general ronrurretu e of 
the school authorities, in view ot the laet that the improvement of the 
financial position of non-Government schools was and still is an obvious 
necessity. But in view of the economic depression, icduetion in these 
rates is actually being followed by the Inspectors ot School* where 
circumstances justify it. In the ease ot individual schools, the 
Director of Public Instruction has been allowed to make some reduc- 
tion in the prescribed minimum rates where specially neces**ar\ , but 
few are the eases in which the .schools have asked for any reduction in 
the rates of fees. These are of course matters of departmental consi- 
deration, and I can say in this connection that I would welcome the day 
when we would he able to declare that some relief could be given to 
the people of the province by a reduction in the rate of fees in Govern- 
ment schorls and colleges and also aided schools and colleges. As 
regards other schools, Sir, I hope, if the Secondary Education Board 
is established, it will receive sufficient financial assistance from Govern- 
ment to enable it to render financial help* 1 schools so that they may 
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be able to reduce their rates of fees. As regards Government colleges 
and schools endeavours are being made, but in our present financial 
condition there is hardly any prospect to do anything in this direction; 
but ■ nonetheless I not only sympathise with the views expressed by 
Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed, hut I also admit that his speech is well 
reasoned, and that it is our duty to see that a better state of things is 
ushered in. 

With these observations, Sir, [ would ask the honourable member 
to withdraw his motion, but if he does not, f shall have to oppose it. 

As regards the other cut motion, Sir, I oppose it. 

As regards the question of Madrassahs raised by my triend, Maulana 
Abdul Aziz, l may inform him that the Madrassah Committee has 
submitted its report which is now being considered. The Maulana 
Sahib knows too well that we are all very anxious to see that something 
is done in order to improve the condition of our Madrassahs. 

The motion ot Mr Satvapriya Bauer ji that the demand of 

Rs. 1 ,(>8,74.00(1 toi expenditure under the head “dT- Education - 

General he reduced h\ R*» 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion o! Mi Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of 

R" I .OS, 7 * 1 . 000 toi expenditure umlei the head “07- Education - 

( rt'itff a 1 he reduced b\ It" 100 was then put and b*"t 

The motion ol the Hon’hlc Mr A. K. Eazlul Hu<| that a sum of 
Rs. 1 ,08,74 ,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “07-- 
Education — General” vuis then put and agreed to. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for twenty minutes.) 


( After tul jo urn went. ) 

28 — Jails and Convict Settlements. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir. on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a 
sum of R>. 00,04,000 la* granted for expenditure under the head “2K — 
J ails and Convict Settlements. 

Sir, as the time at the disposal of the House is short, I do not wish 
to curtail the opportunities which mem bora may enjoy of making 
valuable contribution to the debate b\ offering their criticism to the 
jail administration of Government. Our position is that while we 
recognise that wide scope for improvements exists we are restricted 
within the limited finances available for such improvements and other 
more urgent items naturally get priority over jail improvements. There 
were small provisions in the budget for some schemes, and I would like 
to say that Government could carry out all these schemes for which 
money was provided in tht^mrrent year’s budget. 
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Sir, for next year we have provided funds in the budget which we 
are asking t he House to allot for a very few only of -the measures which 
we should like to put through. Our two building schemes are essential 
to relieve what has now become a chronic congestion in sub-jails, in 
Basirhat and Chandpur. Other new measures are small schemes. We 
are asking for provision to enable us to apply to the Barisal Jail the 
principle which we have adopted and which has already been extended 
elsewhere for giving jails with a population of ‘100 or more a full-time 
Superintendent, and since we have found in sub-jails the Subdivisional 
Officer, 'who is the Superintendent and Sub-Assistant Surgeon, who is 
the Deputy Superintendent, cannot be expected to devote enough 
attention to their jail duties, we are proposing to appoint sub-jailors 
in 9 of the bigger sub-jails. We are proposing to provide better 
provision and facilities for the treatment of lunatic and mentally- 
defective persons kept concentrated in Dum-Dum Juil and are asking 
for a small sum for this purpose. We also propose at a very small 
recurring cost to remove the difference between diet in sub-jails and in 
jails bv bringing them up to the same standard as in district jails. 
There is a small provision asked tor expenditure on sports in the 
reformatory and industrial schools. 

With these few words, Sir, 1 commend m\ motion to the acceptance 
of the House 

Sir, I regret to su\ that some other urgent dut\ will not enable me 
to reply to the cut motions and my honourable colleague the Finance 
Minister will reply to the cut motions with your permission. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the demand for Rs. JO. 94, 000 for expenditure under the head 
“28 — .Jails and Convict Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4 $ motions W1 

st* c* ctofe uw feu feu tvh cstrufe 
CUYfUUl CU vj7pt?t ufew ^ffejU femfe^R ( 7 T?vn 

m wife few jfa, ^rtiwt* fercr 

’jftffestu fe tot fWRi vtfrzJK'fo 

cu fe ct Dfe ^ Miwti c& i 4$ ws ottm 

UYCtF *n U®TI UtU ot=i I 

motion]?! move WTfU feufSw 

sw cvtc*fe3-$ts i (>) fetre* mnypt feV# esiwe*, (*) utui 

fen feftu “«ft Pf i cufe uRftu wt§ ufe usttu 4 ? tfrju 

CUtt^T%gR CU m vtt UCUT two-third Wt division IIICS 

HfCTH. 68 *JR division Il03 ^ftC^T >0 division I 4 
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mopr i m?#hr "’ffat? mft ^ faro *fir mm mmmmm 

TO?, C?"lt<? ?tm TOftTOHm*! C7tT3 TO Wf? ^TT C5&1 C4lC?nSs 
(7T^ *R ORtfR ?(fe<"? mm? 6 t TOP?fa TO class III ?Rt? 44Mfv4 

m? 6 ! ' tffefam sfrow" ?ri 5t^i m? fa cmro mt? i mcro^tm 

«RftRI fa$ C*m ?t? C? famft ^tTOTOTR ?TO? CTO CTO? jfiWft 
ftro c^pffi ^m orofar rTTtJR toftot? mmmt TOnfhf 
c^^tro *fftTO ^in cmcms i mm c*TO mk? srt to; ?! tfac? c*tto$fa? 
3tm ?*-7ftm m? m, 3tm m? m 3tro srt mm tpmc?? <mcm? tfcmro 
5trti ^m 7 $^ i fai c? Troimm:?? c? 

facs/re sRftpr cmre mft mem* cm* ^ 6 t"TO fc 1^ fa 4cm? *ffa rtr ^rr 
cm* ? mm cm?f? TffrroR «rt ctf^m cmtc? tontc? fafatf cstnro? 3tm 

mm?? TO 1 *! «R I R’fre 3T??tm* 3TO 4TO4 RTO«fl Division III 
Prisoners?! fa oft? ?T?7t? C* tC? mem 31 ?RCH Sulfas 

CTOft I Cmfa? ^ftm? 4m ?$ one-fourth chatak ft $cm mtfac? Scifk^H 
TO CTO? ^tC=lfkR — m one-half seer ft C? $*m ^ I 4*?i v t 

sfCTOfa mR? 3tTO TOT? fatj>* R* I r? tfTO TOTF?! ?*ftcvr? RQtTl m? 
3 tri csr cmt5 cmcm cmmfe i 


Li’s/ o/ Diet for ( 'la** 111 Primner* ( Labouring ). 

Early morning meal. — Rice 2 chatak*, salt ^ th chatak. 

Other meed*. --Rice 10 chatak *, dal 2 \ chatak *, vegetable 4 chatak *, oil 
chatak . salt Jth chatak. condiraents ^th chatak. (Condiment is 
distributed as follows — tamarind ^th cfudak, onion or garlic or both , !j * th 
chatak, turmeric Jth chatak , corriender 3 Vth chatak.) 

Fuel . — Coal 6 chatak* , firewood 10 chatak *. 

(A Coalition member : 2$ ?? 4m r U CTO? ?t*Jl T?|) 3t?*1? 

?«n i 4* m? TOt? mfamtft mmcmm mm csrc^r 3tcF? 

^ c?mR ^#1 cFsm r? i ?tm & ftm ^rh*i n? 

fa fay I 3t?*f? ^ wtfam, mfa i]?* I^tn? TO 4?Fff blanket 

«il? coat 3tOT Rsm 7? I ^ coat TO m?R 4?* ^ CVfii 

mr5R it? cm^t? cfto m i 

Tht Hon 'bit Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : ^tm? cm^ R* I 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : 4?‘ famm? ^RT C? 313 

to mmsTi m?t? ^rr 3tro ii^mfa ij^ftfamro^rnm ^ mlfi 
c*r^m i ■mm? <? cF«tc3 mfa m ftfa crnfa froj^t cmr?- 
fk^R i ^ro ijtsfaros 3t? jt? i m«F 4? ?? cm^r? jfamft wfi 
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vsrftpr ^fao7 4? sprstfl wtro i \5tm ^*f7f* 

o*Mt7 ^hrotOT i ‘ ’sjtft fa®t>n C7tr£ 5T? W7ft|7 Tf^ssfrow., 

UJ^G fa Political Prisoners 077 W77 (W*\ C7t5 T'^ftTCT? TOT 

«ftn 7t? ? 4*f73 fa ^Tti TOfcz *tto77 tt? 5Tti C7*tr7 \aH<i t c7 to* 3toro 

^M7t7 ow-io*? oItoHi i ^^tTtoTO ^tTror fsti i c&*\ owtcs 
7£«T 07 07 classy? O Tt^ - 5tCW CUf^ ot7 c^FfC? CTOTl F7 I 

C7 o.Iass^ oft* or\ oroi to 5tm , 7lwf;*t? 777fas 5gc7tre7 tom i 
Wt7 47Fl?l point ^tTOt CTCTvST 4k$ suggest C7Ft7C3 Ft? I Division III 
Political Prisoners^ ^77 seperate building ^71 | ^rTOl 

CW^ttTtT C5TO7? 3CTO 07707 7t*fl F&T^ I 

4? TO Political Prisoner^ 7t7t77 r^t7 ibWi 3 77 7 I CT7CTO 

TOW TMl 77 I 5tC5 4? TO CF07CTO Wto FfajJ eft 05 *tt07 I 4 TTTOtfrl 
‘TTOfCTCTM tffafF’Tl *t7t7 c f51 5t51 ^t7 fa^? TO I 3t7TO *TO7, 77*t5-f7FtTl , 
7tT7*faJ "'tfro#^ 07707 07371 I ^TO ilT# 7"7l — 0777 (^073 Tt7t77 

T^rofaro TOtft ctoti 77 71 1 iron 3 TTrofaTO 7*77 toto? 

Wt077 I 5t7*t7 Political Prisoners 7f03J M*5t$7t7 777YI 07? I 07 
COpffa prisonersTl Political prisoners ^Tcro *ft7tffa TO* iit.rfro S" 5 7 f 77 
^tCH K? tFOTtWT I 577 TO ij? TO prisonorsCTO 7? 3 T77“^TOJ' 0^371 
77 71 I Hooghly CTO RT authorities^! W7?JT 07707 T^TMTOl 4ft 

frorfk^R. fa^ Wtfa 71 777 ^t070*f CTOfa CTO C7 371 CFtOTOF I 

^HC7f7 Tfa C7 Political prisonorCTO ft*3? 4ft TtTMTOl 07 371 4 ft 

Ttrt7 W7J TtOU ^tc^H 7T7Y1 771 fSt - I ^TO 47Fp[ 7^7} — TMTMfTO 7*ffOTO 
7t7t7 c t TTTfroi 0777 TtflJ 0707 8?t7 Soi parade TO, 07? parade 

C7TO CTOT? 07 371 | ^tcro 7t^ff7 7T7T1 3tCTO Ft Ul C7371 I 

Mr SfXJttker Sir : "STffa Convicted Polith^al prisonerCTO 

Tra C<tT7fe7t7 I 4?7t7 security prisoniTKCTO TTOi fa| CTTTCaS 

5t? I orfro 7t»T7t7 7TOt7 7t7 TOCTi TO7 fa^ C7tC7CF7 I TO 3 
fafro 71 C7t7C7 C^tTCF 71 I Hijli Jaili] C^7t7 71 7T7T1 CFt C7 C g 

^tT5 <7KtC7 ^077 C7TO t7 ^77 TtU 77 C7371 CFtCTCF I ^17TO ^tC77 

musical instrument C7371 CFtCTF 71 I "51777 fa^fa c^07 C^MtfTPl 
library 07? I 7t77t7 Mr. Sarat Bose 7?C77 W77 public 47 

77^ appeal C71C7CF7 | 4 TOUi fa 7o7"C7C c ?7 0777 T'TOT 07? ? 

7t05 07TT07 4ft%\ up-to-date library F7 \5t7 7T7TI 771 777t7 I 

Hijli CTOV TfTOPSl tft7 «\C 7t?7 I 077t07 faTl fa^TTO OTTO TfftTO 

TWl C5tC70^ \5tC77 7tft7 W077 70^ interview^ CStCW? — 777717 
^ «3Rt7 I vStCTO TOW CT^tl C7t7U5 070H. Wt0W7 07t7RT7 07t07 0705 
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i 4$ c? «ttf% vafei qfcfoTO?* i ^prfT TOtrc a fa tc* 

C^f^n C*!c^ C*T8*n C5tr^%T I (TOsrt TO? Midn&por©^? Additional 
Superintendent of Police, D. I. B., Of tptRR {TO TO? ?1 I 
TO*R 4OTf TOTOOT allowance ^5<tTO}R {V policy ffO$ 

TO? ?1 I <?I$R report^? §*R fro? t>fW *R allowance 

4? TOt^S ^[RT TOR TO? ?1 I TOR TO 5? TO Housed* f$*RR 

member fwcu ^“TOl <TOifb ?R1 7? vi]?* f^ilT' ?f? ?? *f?*ft^uf% 

scrutinize TO! $tC5'tW tof f%R 7? | TO? ?n ?rR report^? 

'S’R fk&t C<*tC<J JSJ^R tRRfa ^ijlt I ?F?1 7? UC? ?T? 7? Qcrild?? 

5*R^ fTO? TO 7? ! TO? J3<rff case ■srffSr I TOt? TOR ft? income 
C**fftR1 CTfCTO RO\ I TO? TO? fR CTO income C?$ | 
m ^tl m TO f*t« fro 3R ft? C5tTOI ftCOT STtfrtftr ^ 0 N 

?R?r? 5trot cTOr*> i vuf TOt cro? fro ?RR <r #9 ft tor^TO’ 

*ft? "SRiTtc? "^rtc^R i vtH^R ^Rjn TOfrtft — \5R ??n ?i ^?* ft? c?T? 

TO R '4TTO TOs TO ft? TOW I PfftS 1 TO ITOtTOR ft cTO? TOtC? - 
ftfo fat? TOt^CTO? C? cTO? 'dftp«t TOR allowance^? ???RX enquiry 
TO TO TO cTO? CTO 'TO TO? ?tft ?1 WtTO faf? < jf%TO fa§? TOtCS 
TOR . TO l R‘45 ®f?TO TOR *RTO ^ TO 7 TO?tC^ I enquiry TO 

TOTO t? | 4TO ?© TOsr ^ll ^ CTOS TO? I '4o<tTO fa ?fft TO&R 
Opposition leader, Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home Department 
v $ CTO?fa*R TOR senior member TO?1 ^TOl TO?£t ?i? TO?tU 

*R /W? scrutinies TOTR TOTO 35tC?3r WTO? TOt*tOT CTOTPf 

interview cTOt C^SRl 7? TO I 4TOH CTO! I 4$ TO yfz TO? 
4 5te<nrt<dR TO TOR? CTOfe I •sm? Sir Nazimuddin i)TO? TO I WfT 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy TOTOR TO5 CTO? ?tTOr TO ^?tf? I fVl 

TO r< ; CTOffe 7TO31 i3R fr? TO7R C? table turn CTO*f I 

CTOR TOT1 f? 3R1 TOf TO? RtCR | OTO^ ot?<tTO TO 
TTCTO? ?t°TO tprST^ fTO J?rTO I ?ftCT? 'tfTOS TO7T CTOR 

?RTw? $T5TOtTO ^^1 ft?! ?^C3 TO5#? ?] | ij^ CTO? TO? TOR 
motion House ij TOTO I 

^Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Mr Speaker, Sir, in rising 
to support Mr. Charu Chandra Rov 's motion, I propose to confine my 
remarks to security prisoners only. Year after year we have spoken 
ad pan feu m ; we have offered our criticisms and made suggestions for 
reforming the jail administration in this province. Hut frankly 
speaking, Sir, I must confess that the sympathy we received from the 
honourable members in charge of jail administration under the regime 
of the much-maligned bui^Airratic system of the past we have failed 
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to receive from the Minister in charge of the so-called popular Govern- 
ment under our present provincial autonomy. Might I ask the Hon’blp 
Minister in charge to tell u# wherein lies the distinction between a 
security prisoner and a war prisoner? Might I request the Hon’ble 
Minister to tell us the offence of these security prisoners? As for 
ourselves, we say that we do not know what is their offence nor the 
members of the Coalition Party (“an tell us the offence they have 
committed nor even the members to my left can claim to know the 
offence that the security prisoners of Bengal have committed. It 
might be that the all-knowing prophets of the Special Branch and the 
Criminal Investigation Department know what they have done. Assum- 
ing, Sir, that they intended to wage a war against the Government of 
India, assuming that they were preparing themselves to fight against 
the Government of Bengal, might 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
to tell us what treatment is meted out to the Italian prisoners now in 
India and maintained at the cost of the Government of India? ^Might 
I ask the Hon'ble Minister in charge to tell us of the treatment meted 
out to the British internees, the British security prisoners who are now 
in concentration camps in England and in Canada? Might 1 request 
him to read the parliamentary proceedings from January to August, 
1940, and tell us of the distinction between a security prisoner in 
England and a security prisoner in Bengal? It would be pertinent to 
ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge to tell us of the treatment 1 h at is 
meted out to the British prisoners at the hands of that much-hated 
Adolf Hitler. Sir, the more deeply I think of the system of jail 
administration in this province, particularly the treatment that is 
meted out to the security prisoners in Bengal, the more 1 feel inclined 
not to believe that we are under any civilised form of Government. 
Even thi*. evening in reply to a question the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department informed us of the number of security 
prisoners — 1 mean prisoners detained in concentration camps or in jails 
without trial. Are not they human beings? Cannot they claim at 
least the same sort of treatment as the Italian prisoners who are now 
in India are receiving from the hands of the Government of India? 
Sir, with regard to the social status and education of these security 
prisoners of Bengal, l may tell the House that they are in no way 
inferior to the British prisoners and internees in England and in 
Canada. Sir, very recently, one of the members of the British Parlia- 
ment enquired whether the Government of Canada and the Government 
of Australia are following the instruction issued to them with regard 
to the internees sent by the British Government to Canada and Australia, 
and 1 request the Hon’ble Minister in charge to read the reply given 
by the Minister iu charge in England. The diet that is being supplied 
and the arrangement of amusement and excursion for the British 
internees in Canada and Australia cannot be imagined by this 
Provincial Government of Bengal. 
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, we only demand the bare necessities of life for 
the security prisoners. Those who have pot experience of the dietary 
’system in different jails in Bengal and those who have got personal 
experience of the diet that is supplied to the internees in concentration 
camps can say without any fear of contradiction that the food that ia 
supplied to them is not worth consumption. 

Sir, what was the offence of the British security prisoners und the 
British internees? They were supposed to be pro-Nazis. That was 
their offence and for that offence in one single month more or less (1.000 
prisoners including men and women and including one member of 
Parliament were arrested, but the ordinary chivalry and the ordinary* 
decency ot treatment of human beings as human beings was not 
forgotten by persons in charge of the British administration in England. 
Cannot we export this ordinary human courtesy from the persons who 
are at the helm of the administration of this province and that these 
security prisoners should be given an absolutely different kind of 
treatment from that meted out to the ordinary convicts of this province? 
(The Hon 'hie Mr. II. S. Sunt \\\ ahdy : They are.) Sir. 1 find that 
the H on 'hie Minister who is going to reply to this debate is not serious. 
(The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. Srmt wvutDY : Oh! >es, I am ven serious.) 
We kn ow the nature of vour seriousness. (Laughter from the Opposi- 
tion Benches.) (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Sum aw ah nv : That is 
different.) (Mr. Ann (Ti\nj»ka Skn : Serio-comic!) Sir, I am not 
speaking about the convicted prisoners at all. The question may 
arise that courts established by law found them guilty, convicted 
them, and the District Executive or the Commissioner of Police, as the 
case ma> be, might have examined their social status and education 
and other things and they have been given classification by responsible 
men, but, Sir, with regard to security prisoners 1 should like to know 
from the Hon’ble Minister in charge wherein lies the line of demarca- 
tion between, or as I have already asked, what is the distinction between 
the security prisoners and the war prisoners. (The Hon’ble Mr. II. S. 
St hk awardy : None.) If there is no line of demarcation, they should 
be treated as prisoners in other countries are treated. It is obvious 
and members of this House know very well that in this country — l 
mean in India— the treatment that is meted out to the prisoners is 
absolutely scandalous. I may mention in passing that when 1 had 
been in the Rajshahi Central Jail, one of the ideal jails in Bengal. His 
Excellency Sir Stanley Jackson had occasion to visit that jail, llis 
Excellency the then Governor of Bengal, had very kindly asked me 
about my grievances inside the jail and the reply that I was forced to 
give was that the diet that was supplied to me was not worth consump- 
tion. Even hungn dogs would refuse to take H. As a r%mlt of that 
remark, I was transferred from that jail overnight to the Alipore Central 
Jail and next week I was transferred to the Midnapore Central Jail 
where I was confined as c^sftlitary prisoner for long six months. Sir, 
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the condition has not changed even an inch under this popular Govern- 
ment under the Provincial Autonomy. Very few Ministers care to study 
the jail problems of Bengal ✓ They cannot think of these security 
prisoners in better terms than the ordinary convicts who are put to 
jail for ordinary crimes under the Indian Penal Code. They cannot 
conceive that these prisoners whom we characterise as political prisoners, 
particularly the security prisoners who are detained for no offence of 
their own, can claim a humane treatment from a civilized Government. 
But, Sir, none of the members of the Cabinet have either the time or 
the occasion to consider this problem from a humanitarian point of 
view. Sir, I would only request the Hon’ble Minister in charge to tell 
us why this invidious distinction between European war prisoners. 
Italian war prisoners, and Indian Bengal war prisoners. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, I l*g to move the 
motion that stands in my name, that the demand of Its. d(i. <4.000 for 
expendture under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements*' be 
reduced by Ks. 100. 

Sir, in rising to speak on the motion, I would 4art with lodging a 
protest against the improvised arrangement that has been made to 
conduct the debate on jails on behalf ot the Government. 1 hope my 
honourable friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, will not take it amisc, if 1 
enter an emphatic protest against this last minute arrangement. 
Mr. Suhrnwardy is undoubtedly an efficient Minister in his particular 
fields of activity, but how can if be expected that be is sabjantu , that 
be is acquainted with all the detailed working of all the departments, 
and that lie is capable of answering all the points that can be raised 
in the discussion on all possible subjects? 1 think it is doing an 
injustice to him also to ask him to conduct the jail debate on behalf 
of the Government, because this debate in previous years was conduct- 
ed by a Minister who had an intimate knowledge ot the working of 
the department and at different times gave different promises, and it 
is now time to ask him or his successor in office how far the department 
has realised those promises. How can it be possible. Sir. for 
Mr. Subraw ard t \ to know what promises were given by Sir Nazimuddin 
in connection with the jail debate last year or what statements were 
made by Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Ro\ in connection with the debate 
on the supplementary demand for jails? I would therefore enter an 
emphatic protest against an arrangement under which we have to 
address our remarks to an Hon 'hie Minister who knows little of the 
subject under discussion. 

Now, Sir, I will begin with what 1 have to say on this subject 
with a question to the Government, namely, when they will cease 
talking of jail reforms and do anything? Since the introduction of 
Provincial Autonomy, they have been talking of jail reforms. In the 
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first year of Provincial Autonomy they issued a long questionnaire. 
Jhe second year was spent in the collection of opinions. The third 
year was spent in examining and completing the examination of the 
answers received. When, therefore, the reforms are going to be 
introduced nobody knows. They are considering and considering 
year after year the question of jail reforms only to do nothing serious 
or important. Sir. it was last year that I indicated certain lines on 
which the reforms in the administration of jails in our province should 
he taken up. Last year. 1 pointed out the lines on which reforms 
we re effected in jail administration in England. I also pointed out 
the line^ on which reforms were effected in some ol the neighbouring 
provinces. The Hon'hle Sir Nazimmldin in reply ga\e us an assur- 
ance that the (internment were considering tin* retojms thal could he 
taken up here in Bengal and that very soon tlmy would implement 
some of the larger reforms But. Sn. the promised reforms nv not 
coming Again, last year Sir Nazimuddin in reply to my speech 

admitted that tin- library giant lor the jails win very small and he 
furthei observed that my remarks wouhl help him to provide more 
money in the next budget. Hommiable members will please See that 
onl\ the same amount that was pro\ ided on the last occasion has been 
repeated m the next year's budget As regards the earning schemes 
that had been introduced in the jails in England, I suggested that 
some ’-itch scheme should he introduced in out jail** also. Sir Nassim- 
uddin’s reply was. “The question t" under examination, and it has 
got some attraction for me. hut a* soon as we are in a position to 

evolve a satisfactory scheme, effect will he given to it.” I do not 

know whether it has as much attraction tor my friend Mr. Suhrawardy. 
(Tire Hon'hle Mr H. S. SiniMWutm: And more > If so, [ wish 
to know definitely in reply what scheme** have been evolved by fhe 
Government here in the very last year of the charge to introduce any 
system of wages in the Bengal jails* Lp to date not one reform and 
suielv not one of any importance has been introduced in jail diet. 
The extremely meagre quantity oi hsh necessitates much use of dal 
w'hich again leads to the bowel troubles of the prisoners. Anybody 
who has to do the duties of a Jail Visitor must he aware 
of the fact that next to malarial fever d\ sent cry is responsible for the 
largest number of hospital cases in jails and yet. Sir. no attempt is 
made to reform the jail diet. The number of admissions to jail 
hospitals due to dysentery has gone up from l.ldfi in 19J7 to 1.J24 in 

and yet no attempt is being made or will he made hv the popular 

Government to reform the jail diet. I am sure that the Hoij hie 
Mr. Suhrawardy will tell u-> that everything lias been or will he done 
and that .prisoners are gaining in weight, hut 1 shall cyme to the 
weight question later. The Acting Minister in charge of Jails said 
the other day, in reply to my speech on the supplementary demand for 
jails, that the dietary c^pges were highest per capita in Bengal. 
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This is an ill-informed and incorrect statement. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhhawardy : It has been worked out mathematically.) 
It may have been worked out mathematically by figures cooked’ up by 
a Special Committee of this Government but, Sir, that is not a fact. 
You will find it disproved if you refer to the Statistical Abstract 
published under the authority of the Government of India. It will 
show that of the three provinces Bombay, Madras and Bengal, the 
average cost of diet per head of the jail population is the lowest in 
Bengal. In Bombay, it is Rs. 42 09, in Madras it is Rs. 409 and 
in Bengal it is Rs. 39-50. That was in 1937, I must admit, and it is 
for that year that comparative statistics are available. 

Now, Sir, one may think that the dietary charges have subsequently 
increased, and the prisoner’s diet has improved, but that i* not a 
fact. It cannot be said that the dietary charges have so increased as 
to improve the prisoner’s diet. If the dietary charge has at all 
increased it has increased not to give any better arnenih to the 
prisoners, but has increased for other reasons. And what are the 
reasons Y The 4 ail Administration Report of 1939 shows that the 
average cost of dietary charge was Rs. 42-14 in 1939 as against 
Rs. 41-13 in 1938. It was explained in the report that “the increase 
was due to higher rates of price of food-grains and lesser garden 
produce.” In other words, although more garden produce had^to be 
purchased and higher prices had to be paid for food-grains owing to 
the war, the cost per head per month increased only from Rs. 3-7-9 
to Rs. 3-9-2, that is, In 1 anna 5 pies per head per month. This can 
only mean that the quality of diet, if not the quantity, must have 
suffered a great deal, and econonn is being observed at the expense 
of the unfortunate prisoners when. Sir. tin* budget provides dearness 
allowance for the officers of the Government. 1 shall be tin* last 
person to speak here in sentimental strains on the subject of jails. 
Sentiments are sacred things and. Sir, I think, they ought nor to be 
expressed in places where they are not likely to he reciprocated. I 
would, therefore, refer to figures again. Inadequate dietary charge, 
Sir, is reflected in the lesser weight gained by the prisoners in Bengal. 
On the last occasion t lie Hon’hle Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin made much 
of the weight gained b\ the prisoners in our jails when replying to my 
cut motion on the subject. I interrupted him in the midst of his 
speech and enquired how many had gained in weight. Sir Nazim- 
uddin replied, "a majority.” 1 at once contradicted him and said, 
“Not a majority.” It is unfortunate. Sir, that he could sn\ so as 
the Minister in charge of the Jail Department. You will find from 
the comparative statistics of the different provinces of India that in 
1937, of the total 23,170 prisoners released in Madras 14,040 gained 
in weight; that is, the percentage of prisoners that gained in weight 
was 63*1 in Madras. In Bombay, of the 10,004 prisoners released, 
9,376, i.e., 58*5 per cent., gained in weiglftv, In the United Provinces, 
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of the 38,897 prisoners released as many as 19,594, i.e. % 59*5 per cent., 
gained in weight. But in Bengal, of 48,234 prisoners released 22,851 
prisoners gained in weight, />., only 47*3 per cent. Thus, Sir, the 
theory of majority of prisoners gaining in weight here in Bengal 
stands exposed. 

Sir, I will now refer to the inadequate charges, /.*•., provision for 
clothing. Sir, in the latest report available, that is. in the report 
for 1939, we find that clothing charges of t lie prisoners have gone 
down from Rs. 5 per head to Its. 4-5 per head. The decrease was, as 
explained, due to the enforcement of strict economy. Sir, the other 
day 1 enquired by a question whether Division II prisoners could not 
be given even 4 wearing pieces so that they might wear 2 of them and 
send the other 2 to the washerman. What repl> was obtained I shall 
not give you forthwith, but when Division II prisoners, not Division 
III prisoners, Sir. who are recognised as hhmlralog, and educated 
persons coming from tiie higher ranks of society are not given even 4 
wearing pieces in jail, our jail administration is enforcing strict 
economv in the matter of clothing and proving to the world that this 
Government stands for jail reform. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S You sa\ that Division 
II prisoners are not given *1 wearing pieces? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Yes, I say so, and I 

repeat it. Division II prisoners and Division I A prisoners are not 
given 4 pieces, but are given only 3 wearing pieces. 

Coming to the hospital charges, we find that hospital charges 
instead of going up are going down. Hospital charges have gone 
down from Ks. 8-14 per head in 1938 to Ks. 8-12 in 1939, though the 
priee of medicines went up since the outbreak of the war. Even in 
the treatment of the prisoners in hospitals economy is being observed 
instead of reforms being introduced. There arc certain items appear- 
ing in the budget regarding jail buildings and all that, hut I know 
that a building scheme was put forward from the Dum-Dum Central 
Jail for segregation of prisoners suffering from tuberculosis, but where 
is the provision for the segregation of these tubercular prisoners in 
the “Jail” budget? Last year I tried to convince the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Jails that immediate arrangement should he 
made to segregate prisoners suffering from tuberculosis in the Dum- 
Dum Central Jail Hospital and accommodate them in a separate 
ward. In Bengal there are only two jail establishments, one in Suri 
and another in Comilla, for the treatment of convicted prisoners 
suffering from tuberculosis. But, Sir, those jails are already over- 
crowded and are slow to receive prisoners from other jails. There- 
fore, seeing the congestion/ df prisoners suffering from tuberculosis in 
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the Dum-Dum Central Jail, I proposed last year that immediate 
arrangement should be made to construct a separate block so that 
other prisoners may not be infected. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, I would request you to give me five minutes more. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : 1 know, Sir, that last 
autumn the plan and the estimate for such a separate block were sent 
from the Dum-Dum Central Jail to the higher 'jail authorities with 
a view to secure the segregation of tubercular prisoners, but no sum 
has been provided in this budget tor the eonstructon of the block. 

Sir, I will now pass on to the question of the revision of the Jail 
Code. It is urgently necessary. Sir, to revise the Jail Code when 
such answers as have been given to one of my recent questions can 
easily be given to questions put b\ us. In the current session of the 
Assembly, I put the following question. I am quoting the question 
here in part : — 

(a) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in charge ol the Home Department 
aware that the prisoners convicted under the Defence of India ’Rules 
and confined in Dum-Dum Central Jail — 

(1) are not permitted to alter their menu even within the prescribed 

limit of dietan charges or to observe all the ekadashies; 

(2) are not allowed even four dhvties or wearing pieces with, the 

result that they cannot use a pair when the other goes to 
the washerman ; 

(8) are not supplied with books which well-educated people can 
read with profit or permitted to use such books at their 
own cost ; 

(4) are not permitted to subscribe nationalist newspapers and 

periodicals even at their own cost; 

(5) are not allowed to use and retain more than one exercise book 

for their notes and writings; 

(6) ure not allowed smoking facilities at their own expense; and 

(7) are not supplied with cards but only golakdliam y etc., suit- 

able for indoor recreation of certain classes of people? 

My qut^tiou proceeded : — 

{b) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take for the 
removal of their grievances. 
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(c) If no action is proposed to be taken, will the Hcm’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof P 

The Acting Minister for Jails Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy answered 
with* reference to part (a) of the question thus : — 

I am making enquiries into the facts referred to in the honourable 
member’s question. 

Then in reply to (b) and {<) there was a large promise here; he 
said — 


I will take appropriate measures if I find that any rules or orders 
have been contravened. 

Just notice, Sir, that if only rules and orders huve been contravened, 
he will take certain steps, otherwise he will not, even to remedy these 
very legitimate grievances such as want of four wearing pieces or 
supply of books and newspapers at their, i.e., the prisoners’ own cost! 
Sir, if there are such nonsensical rules in the Jail (ode as stand in 
the wu\ of removal of legitimate grievances, the Jail Code surely 
demands immediate revision. 

Sir;, 1 shall conclude only by referring to the reforms that were 
introduced in the United Provinces Jails two years ago. I referred 
last year to the reforms introduced in Orissa and Central Provinces Jail 
administrations 1 will now refer to the reforms introduced in 
United Provinces in the third year of Provincial Autonomy. I am 
quoting here from the budget speech of the then Ilon’blc Premier of 
the "Government of the United Provinces, the last budget speech that 
was delivered by Pandit (tovinda Ballav Pant. Pandit Pant said : 
“The Government has given special attention to the question of jail 
reforms. The method of < lassifieation of prisoners has been revised.” 
(Mr. M. SiiAMsrnjUN Ahmkd: It is because they went to jail. These 
fellows never did.) “The system of jail industries is being remodelled 
and the Director of Jail Industries has been appointed and the system 
of pay’ing wages to prisoners is going to be tried. Rs 17,000 are being 
provided for adult education and libraries in jails” — not Rs. 1,000 or 
Rs. 1,800 — “Ks. 28,000 tor the supply of tobacco at Government cost” 
— not supply of tobacco at the t*o>l of the prisoners — “Rs. 4,000 for 
radio sets for juvenile T. B. and Third ('lass prisoners in jails arid 
Rs. 1,000 for placards and mottoes. A number of primitive methods 
of jail punishment have been done away with. ' Prisoners are no 
longer used for draw ing water or pressing oil or for any other humiliat- 
ing task. ‘Modifications have been made in the diet, clothing and bed- 
ding of prisoners. Additional provision has been made for allowing 
morning meals to under-trial and non-labour prisoners and for grant- 
ing facilities to those obseniribg fast.” 
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Sir, if here in Bengal we ask for such reforms the Hon’ble Minister 
stands up and says, “Well, these things can be done only if jail rules 
permit.” Bnt what a foolish answer, Sir. If existing jail rules do 
not permit them, why retain such foolish or archaic jail rules? Why 
not have them changed as early as possible? I think our Government 
should stand by their promise of reforms and arrange to revise the 
Jail (Jode if they mean business. Let them introduce reforms even in 
the last year of their charge. 

Mr. 3A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, will you kindly 
allow another speech from this side? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry that is not possible. There are still 
two motions. 

Mr. Suhrawardy, how long will you take for your speech? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Once I begin to talk 
I can’t say how long I shall take; it will be about 20 minutes. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, before he proceeds to 
reply to this question, there is just one matter which I will place before 
the House and the Minister to consider. Sir, I am telling the House 
in onnection with a matter which I came across only on Sunday. I had 
been to my district, and 1 went to the Berk am pore Jail and there 1 
found a very rare thing, namely, an ordinary convict, a convict under 
section 109 of the Criminal Procedure Code, going on hunger-strike 
He had been to the hospital, but as a protest against the hospital diet 
and us a protest against the ordinary diet in the jail he went on hunger- 
strike. 

There is one other very serious matter, Sir, which ought to be con- 
sidered by the Government immediately, 1 mean, regarding mosquito 
nuisance. In the Berhampore Jail there are about 100 prisoners. 
There each and every one of the prisoners showed signs of mosquito 
bites all over the body, and some of the political prisoners were suffer- 
ing from indigestion owing to loss of appetite due to want of sleep. 
It is curious that the jail rules permit a man to be taken to the hospital 
and mosquito-net to be provided there, but 1 do not understand why the 
Government does not see the necessity of prevention better than cure. 
Before they dVe sent to the hospital mosquito curtains may be furnished. 
Even people from outside are ready to furnish these curtains. I do 
not know why there is this objection on the part of the Government, 
and I hope the Hon’ble Minister who is just in charge of the depart- 
ment will consult the Secretary and find a way out of this difficulty. 
Because ytfu know. Sir, even in our cattle shed we furnish fireplace 
to our cows and to our buffaloes so that they may be protected from 
mosquito bite. Are we going to treat our prisoners as worse than 
cattle? That is the question. ' x 
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Tht Hofl’ble Mr. H. SUHRAWARDY! I am indeed sorry, Sir, 
that Sir Nazimuddin is not present amongst us to give a fitting reply 
to the Various statements made by the honourable members opposite. 
I do mot pretend to be able to take his place in any manner which may 
be considered to be satisfactory. In his absence, Sir, the task has 
devolved upon me. Rai Ilarendra Nath Chaudhuri states that I am 
not a subjunta , as he calls it. 1 may reply to many things, but he 
cannot conceive how I can reply to almost everything. If I may just 
reply to Rai Ilarendra Nath Chaudhuri himself, there is hardly a 
debate oq any single matter which he misses and that he does not speak 
on (Rai Harendka Natii Chauihiuki: Question.) and I think that if 
Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri is the omnibus speaker of the Opposi- 
tion, there may be a counterpart in the Ministerial Benches. 
(Laughter.) 

Sir, I will deal first with the points raised by Mr. Charu Chandra 
Roy. He suggests that a difference in treatment ought to be made 
in the case of those prisoners who have gone to jail as a punishment 
for pursuing their ideal of liberty. He referred in this connection not 
to security prisoners or to prisoners under the Defence of India Rules, 
but those who have been tried by a court of law and have been 
convicted. Sir, we have sympathy for them ; we have admiration for 
their ideals; but I must confess to a feeling, Sir, that their love for 
the country, their spirit of self-sacrifice can be devoted to more con- 
structive work rather than along the path of crime. 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: What is their crime? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The crime for which 
they are convicted by a court of law, a crime under the Indian Penal 
Code. (Rai Harkndka Natii ('haudhcri : Security prisoners are not 
convicted.) I am talking of convicted prisoners and Mr. Roy was also 
referring to convicted prisoners, and I think that if the leaders of the 
country, those who have influence over them and particularly my 
friends opposite, direct their activities along proper channels, these 
troubles would neither arise for them nor for us. (Mr. Sajitosii 
Kumar Basu: And no jail reform would he necessary I) Mr. Jalal- 
uddin llasbemy asks: What is the difference between security and 
war prisoners, and why should they be treated differently from the 
Italian prisoners of war? A very fateful admission that the security 
prisoners are enemies of India as the Italian prisoners are ! I will just 
refer to him how such prisoners might he treated by Herr Adolf Hitler. 
If somebody in that country gets up and speaks against the constitu- 
tion, he will be shot. There will be no question of mosquifo curtains 
in his case or of four dhotis or of three dhotis or of libraries or of indoor 
games. (A voice from the Congress Benches: What was all that to 
you?) A British prisoner 'of war will be treated with consideration 
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according to the canons of International Law. (A voice from the 
Krishak Proja Party: Because they are white men!) No, Sir. It 
is not on that account. Indian prisoners of war would, I take it, be 
treated in terms of International Law. There is a difference between 
those who while living in the country tread the path of revolution, 
mass revolution if you like, or revolution with violence or non-violent 
revolution — there is a difference between them — and those who wage 
war from outside. I do not think that it is necessary to stress this 
point. 

Now, Sir, to come back to Mr. Charu Chandra Hoy’s criticisms 
with regard to food, Itai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri has attempted to 
controvert the point that we spend more money on our prisoners than 
other provinces do. (Kai Hakkkjhia Nath (haumiuiu: Per capita.) 
Yes, Sir, per capita. He bus reieried to certain figures, but I wish he 
had referred to all of them. For instance, he says that whereas in 
1947 we spent Us. iJ9-8, in 1948 Hs. 41-14 and in 1989 Rs. 42-14, this 
increase signifies nothing inasmuch as the increase was due to the rise 
in the price of foodstuffs and due to the fact that we had to purchase 
vegetables as the vegetable gardens attached to the jails did not 
produce sufficient quantities. Now, Sir, this brings home one point 
that the figure ot Us. 49-8 or Its. 41-14 for the year 1947 or 1948 also 
signifies little because to this has to be added the cost of the vegetables 
produced in the gardens which was eliminated from calculations. 
(Itai Hahknoka Nath CiiAcniiriu : That is done everywhere.) Now 
the point on which Rai Harendra Nath (’haudhuri started was that of 
comparison. The question being that of comparison, I will give him 
comparative figures. In 1946 our costs were higher than those of any 
other provinces. (Rai IIaiiknjhu Nath Ciiaudhuui : According to 

whutP) According to the Government of India figures, the figures on 
which my friend relies, the figures which I have in my hand. In 
1947, our cost of Rs. 49-8 was higher than that of the North-West 
Frontier Province, of the Punjab, of the United Provinces, of Bihar, 
of Orissa, of the Central Provinces, ol Sind and of Assam, and it was 
short by a few rupees of Bombay and of Madras. In 1948 when we 

spent Rs, 41-14, our figures were higher than those of all provinces 

except Madras. (Rai Hakknmla Nath Uhaudhuri : Compare the 

figures of Bengal with those of major provinces.) I am not concealing 
anything. Don’t worry! These are figures you did not compare. 
You only compared the figures of 1948-49, and I am comparing the 
figures of all the provinces. In 1949 our figures were higher than those 
of all the provinces except Bihar and Bombay. These figures speak 
for themselves, 

I now come to the point with regard to increases in weight. I 
accept the figures of my honourable friend, but if 47 per cent, or nearly 
half show an increase in weight, it does not show bad dietary. So far 
as we have taken official and non-official opinion — this has been stated 
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on the Boor of this House before — they have all agreed that the dietary 
is not insufficient. But I think that these matters are always capable 
of further consideration and further overhauling, and I take it that 
as time passes and as more and more urgent requirements and reforms 
are taken up by us and are finished, we shall be able to take up other 
matters as well because there can be no doubt, as I shall prove to this 
House, that the question of reform of jails has been seriously taken up 
by Government. We have not in such a succinct speech fts that 
delivered by the late Prime Minister of the United Provinces placed 
our case, but I think as I will go on unfolding what we have done — I 
don’t think I shall have time to complete the entire catalogue — it will 
give some indication to honourable members that we are devoting con- 
siderable attention to jail reform. 

Now, in the case of clothes — I am talking of Division III prisoners 
— we are giving one pair of trousers, that is, in addition. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: NowP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Yes, now. To non- 
Muslim prisoners. We arc also giving blanket kurUis with lining and 
a cotton bed-sheet. 

Regarding the proposal that the non-habitual criminals should live 
separate from habitual criminals, that is in the Jail (ode and when- 
ever possible, habitual and non-habitual criminals are separated 
and kept in separate wards. 

Now, Sir, I am sorrv regarding mosquito curtains. Mosquito 
curtains are a problem which we have attempted to handle and which 
we find is beyond our resources. Division 1 and Division II prisoners, 
for whom most of my honourable friends opposite plead with such 
force and vigour (Mr. Chart Chandra Roy: l*or all.) an* allowed 
mosquito curtains at Government cost. In the case of Division III 
prisoners, mosquito curtains are allowed in hospitals and to those suffer- 
ing from malaria. Now' mosquitoes are known to bite irrespective of 
places, and I believe that even in this city there are many poor people 
wbp are bitten from bead to foot by mosquitos and who cannot afford 
mosquito curtains. (A voice from Congress Benches: Many people 
also die.) Nevertheless, Sir. we are considering the question whethe? 
we cannot provide the prisoners with some kind of mosquito-proof 
barracks with exhaust fans. But obviously, Sir. this means consi- 
derable cost and further organization. We are now considering this 
question. 

Now, Sir regarding exercise, arrangements have been ( made for 
physical exercise and, as the honourable members know, games like 
Hindustani ball, net ball, volley ball, kapati, daruihanJha. etc., are 
allowed, and at the annual *pt>rts prizes are distributed to the winners. 
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They are also given physical drill every morning alternating with 
bratachari and so on. (A cry of, “As well as tatti parade” from the 
Opposition Block.) I think^there is nothing to laugh at; they are 
quite happy about it, and I see no reason why my friends should 
complain because we have given them certain facilities for physical 
exercise. 

I shall now come to security prisoners. I suppose one football 
for 146 prisoners does appear to be a very small attempt, and this 
question can certainly be considered. But, Sir, most of the other items 
have been met. lor instance, let me tell you some of the facilities 
given. Regarding food, we are considering the question, and I think 
my friends will probably be relieved to hear that orders have been 
passed that within the dietary amount the prisoners will be given 
permission to arrange their own diet. And this facility will be given 
to all the prisoners of this type. We have also increased the ration 
of fish to two cJuiUiks. So, there will be less dal and less dysentery; 
but I do not think that dal and dysentery go together, because many 
persons get dysentery without taking dal. As regards musical instru- 
ments, they have been given permission to have their own musical 
instruments. As regards libraries, for which we have allotted 
one thousand rupees, we welcome the appeal of the Honourable the 
Leader of the Opposition, and I hope, Sir, that gentlemen wjio feel 
for these prisoners will provide them with the requisite books. They 
have, however, been permitted to take out books from the Imperial 
Library if they so desire. In the case of interviews, I think this 
question may be further considered. I see there is some force in the 
contention that so far as interviews are concerned, Sundays 
might be arranged in order to give facilities to those who 
otherwise might have to lose a day there. Then, Sir, there is the 
supply of newspapers. The following papers which my friends call 
nationalist papers, namely, Amnia Bazar Pat ri lea , Hindvnthan 
Standard , Jugantar , Ananda Bazar Patrika and Advance — and I do 
not think anything has been left out — can be supplied to them if they 
so desire. They are included now in our list of papers. Then, Sir, 
certain further individual instances have been given by the honourable 
member Mr. Roy He controverts the statement regarding a certain 
lady. We have information that she earns Its. 40 per month, but the 
honourable member says that it is not so. This is a case that we shall 
further enquire into, and certainly if it is found that the honourable 
member s statement is correct and that the information conveyed to 
Government vas not correct, this matter will be enquired into as to 
why information of this type was given to Government. And some 
good may* come out of this enquiry for the future. We have, I know, 
certain principles before us which we intend to follow; we have laid 
them down, and we do not swerve from, those principles. But at 
the same time we would certainly like that in the application of these 
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principles true facte Bhould be placed before Government. This very 
incident that my honourable friend has raised will be the subject- 
matter of a further enquiry. 

Now, Sir, about the appointment of a representative committee as 
suggested by the honourable member, that is a matter that I do not 
think can be entertained at present. I do not think, Sir, it will lead 
to harmonious working if such a committee, as proposed by my 
honourable friend, is constituted at this stage. Obviously, honourable 
members will recognise that this is a matter of major importance on 
which a decision cannot Ik* given on the floor of the House and, 
possibly, could not have been given even by the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin if he had been present here to-day. 

If my honourable friend thinks that these prisoners should be given 
financial help, that is a matter that has been disposed of, but if he 
thinks that the information at our disposal is incorrect, that is a matter 
which may be further enquired into. As regards that, Sir, honourable 
members can always get information by asking questions. 

As regards tuberculosis patients in jails, I may say that we are 
considering the question not merely of having separate wards, but of 
setting aside altogether a different jail for them so that we will be 
able to give them proper treatment. Such highly technical treatment 
as is*required in the case of a tuberculosis patient may not always be 
available in every jail. 

I hope the honourable members will be satisfied with what we have 
done so far, and I may state in passing, very quickly, just a few items 
that we have taken up. The first item is the construction of four new 
work-sheds 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : We know them. They 
have appeared in the Bengal Weekly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If that be so, why 

does not my friend refer to our communique* which will show to the 
House what are the steps we have taken Y He will refer to the state- 
ment made by the Premier of the United Provinces as to what is going 
to do and what he has done there, but he will not refer to our com- 
muniques in which are set out the various reforms that have been 
taken up by us. On the other hand, the honourable member will state 
categorically on the floor of the House that nothing whatsoever has 
been done by this Government. And now when I wish to give a 
catalogue of what has been done by us, the honourable member says, 
“Oh! that has already appeared.* ’ 

We have also taken up the question of adult education, and that 
is a very important matter. We are also revising our Code regarding 
the ghanu; and here we diave already done something. We are also 
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reorganising jail industries, and there is a committee of enquiry sit- 
ting for the purpose, and we must await the conclusions of that com- 
mittee of enquiry. We have Revised the scales of diet in subsidiary 
jails, and this year we have made provision in the budget with a 
view to bring the scales of diet on par with the scales for district jails. 
Then. Sir, we propose to concentrate our lunatics and mentally- 
dofective prisoners in the Dum-Dum Central Jail for better treatment. 
There are many other proposals which we are holding over for want 
of funds. If the Dill which I have in another capacity sponsored on 
the floor of this House be passed into law, we will have more money 
to spend, and 1 hope the honourable members will permit me to classify 
the expenditure on jails as one of the expenditures on nation-building 
departments. 

1 hope, Sir, the honourable members are satisfied with the steps we 
have taken in the matter of jail reforms. 

The motion of Mr. Cham Chandra Roy that the demand of 
Rs. 80,94,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


AYES — 36. 


AkPal Wad*, Maalvi. 

AMI rail. Mr. MS. 

BaatrJI, Mr. latya Friya. 

Barma, Baka Framkarl. 

Bata, Mr. tantatk Kamar. 

Bitwtt, Mr. lar taPra Natk. 

BaM, Mr. larat OkanPra. 
Okakrakarty, Mr. Jatlapra Natk. 
OkawPkari, Ral MaranPra Natk. 
Oat Bapta, Baka Kkapapra Natk. 
Datta Bapta, Mitt Mira. 

Datta MatumPar, Mr. NlkaraaPa. 
KmPaPal Hapat, Kail. 

IMu, Mr. Atal Krithaa. 
BlataPPin AkmaP, Mr. 
fiatwaait, Mr. Tatal Okaa«ra. 
Natan All CkariPkary, Mr. lyaP. 
PatalaPPIn Hatktmy, Mr. lyaP. 


Paaak All MaJamPar, Maatvi. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Ckaapra. 

KanPa, Mr. Nltkltka Natk. 

Maji, Mr. APwaita Kamar. 

Majampar, Mn. Namaprava. 

MaaPal, Mr. PafaaPra Natk. 
Maairauaman Itlamakapi, Maalaaa MP. 
Mapkal Naaaia, Mr. 

Natkar, Mr. Nam Ckaapra. 

RamliaPPia AkamP, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ckara Ckaapra. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatfca Natk. 
taayal, Mr. taaaaka takkar. 

Saa, Mr. Atal GkanPra. 

IkakaPali, Mr. 
kkamaaPPia AkmaP, Mr. M. 

•iapka, Baka Kikatra Natk. 

ZaaMa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES — 72. 


AkPal Axlt, Maalaaa MP. 

AkPal Nats, Mr. Mlrta. 

AkPal NaklM, Maatvi. 

AkPal NamlP, Mr. A. M. 

AM at MaJtP, Mr. lyai. 

AkPal Wakak Kfcaa, Mr. 

AkPaNa-AI MakmaaP, Mr. 

AkPar Bafcmaa, Kkaa BakaPar A. F. M. 
AkPar BatakM MaJmooP, Mr. 

AkPar R at kaaP, Maalal MP. 

AkPal Matalak Malik, Or. 

AkPar Raat, Kkaa BakaPar Ikak. 

AkPar Baulk, Maatvi. 

AlPat I kak tap, Maatvi MP. 


Akaf Qaattm, Maatvi. 

AkmaP AN MrtPka, Maalal. 

AkmaP Haaaln, Mr. 

AlfaaaPPia Akatap, Kkaa BakaPar Maatvi. 
AmtaaBak, Kkaa laMk Maatvi. 

AtkrafaU, Mr. M. 

AataP Naaaaln Kkaa, Kkaa BakaPar Maatvi. 
Askar AN, Maatvi. 

Btrkaqrra, Mr Haary, Bart 
Bitar at, Mr. Baaik Lai 
CMppaaPMt, Mr. 4. W. 

Oat, Bat laJMk Kktt Bfcaaaa. 

KPkar, Mr. BimaPraaalk. 

PtrlN tn t kaa rPk ary, Mr. M. 
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ParMlmKIana, 

FaxM Qndir, Kka feted vr Mavtvl 
Futar RaB mw, Hr. (Daaaa). 

Faxiar tally, Mr. (Myymtafb). 
Baam, Mr. t. A. 

ByacvBtfta Ahyti CbiHbvry, AltedJ. 

■ MiBtiMta Oteadhari, Mavtvl. 
MaaMaMa Alaai, Kbaa talil. 
MayRtaa, Mr. K. A. 

Naala a Manlwd, Mr*., M.B.E. 

Mtadry, Mr. David. 

Mtywaatt, Mr. Ragm. 

Hlrtaal, Mr. M. A. F. 

Idria Abayd, Mia, Maalvi. 
dataladdta Ahnad, Kbaa Babadar Maalvi. 
KaMraddia Kbaa, Kbaa Babadar Maalvi. 
MaCsaddia Cbaadbary, Maalvi. 

Maadal, Mr. Blrat Cbaadra. 

Maadal, Mr. Jagat Obaadra. 

Maalraddia Akbaad, Maalvi. 

Mabaaiaiad All, Kbaa Babadar. 

Margaa, Mr. B., O.I.E. 

Mailaw All Mollab, Maalvi. M. 


Mabayyad Altai, Kbaa Babadar Maalvi tyad. 
Mabayaud Ural, Maalvi. 

Mabayaiad f WMI'm, Kbaa Babadar Dr. byad. 

M attic b, tba Naa'bN Mr. Makaada Babary. 
Masbarraf Manata, tba Maa'Mi Maaab, Kbaa 
Babadar. 

Naady, Ite Maa’Mi Mabaraja Irtnbaadra. at 
Oawlybaxar. 

Nayrattab, Nawabiada K. 

Baikal, tb# Maa'Mi Mr. Fraiaaaa Dib. 

Ray, Mr. Patlray. 

Sadaraddia Abnad, Mr. 

Sarkar, Baba Madbaiadaa. 
tirajal lalay, Mr. 

Sbababaddta , Mr. Kharaja, 6.B.C. 
liadalr, Mr. d. F. 

Sirdar, Baba Lltta Muada. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Sv bra warty, tba Nan'll# Mr. H. f . 

Taniiaddla Kbaa, tbi Nan’ll# Mr. 

Tafal Abnad Cbaadbary, Maalvi Haji. 

Werdiarartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Vaiat All Cbaadbary, Mr. 


The Ayes bein'* 80 and (lie Noes 72, the mol ion was lost. 

The motion of Uni Ilarendra Nath Chuudhuri that (lie demand of 
Rs. 80,94,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Hs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon ’Me Sir Hi joy Prasad Singh Roy that a sum 
of Rs. 80,94,000 he granted for expenditure under the head ”28 — Jails 
and Convict Settlements” was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-10 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned til! 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 19lh 
March, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


a G. Preaa— 1941-42— 161 A— 69S. 
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